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Editor's Message 

When I assurred the initial editorship of 
this Newsletter, I did so for a lUnited 
term to get it established. I had hoped 
that I m:JUld be able to see it through 
one year, and that by then another member 
would be available to continue it. Other 
committments have forced me to relinquish 
this post early, but we are fortunate that 
Sharon Veennan will take it in hand 
imnediately. Vianney Duchesne will 
continue as Associate F.ditor. Please 
keep than s upplied with news as well as 
you have done for me. My thanks to all 
who have contributed . 

C. GRANT HEAD 
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Abstracts I Annual Meet 

THE ICElANDIC SEITLEMEtm3 OF MANI1U3A 

John A. Clli vers 
Winnipeg 

HISTORICAL BACKGIDJND 

Iceland was colonized mainly fran Norway 
beginning in 874 A.D . As a result of strong 
opposition among the freedom-loving men of 
Norway to the oppressive rule of King Harold 
the Fairhaired, many chieftans left Norway 
and settled on the northern coast s of 
Scotland and Ireland. '1\ro went farther, 
settling on what became known as Icel and. 
Word of this eventually got back to the 
settlements in Scotland and Ire land and to 
Norway, following which a steady str eam of 
peopl e began to leave their hanes and settle 

in Iceland. By 940 A.D. all the arable 
land was taken up. Inmigration stopped, 
and it is estimated that one sixth of the 
people were Scottish and Iris h and the r est 
all fran N::Jrway. It is the direct descen­
dants of these people who emrrdgrated to 
Manitoba in 1875 . 

lDrd Duffe rin, Governor~neral of Canada 
had vis ited Iceland and was very iJTq:Jressed 
with the people. So when approached by 
Sigtryggur Jonason, who was organizing a 
group o f Icelanders to EITTlligrate t o Canada , 
Lord Dufferin used his influe nce t o have 
the Goverrment of Canada rm.ke a grant of a 
tract of land on the west shore of Lake 
Winnipeg for the Icelandic colony. Th.is 
was called New Iceland. 

SLIDE PRESENTATION 

(a) The landing at Willow Point on Lake 
Winnipeg, building of log cabins, and first 
winte r of survival. 
(b) The log houses on the hares t ea.ds, way 
of life , means of livelihood and develop­
ment of the town of Girnli. 
(c) The settlanents along Ice landic River 
fran illndar to Arborg. 
(d) Freslis I celandic wthe ran Clmrch at 
Grund in Southwest Manitoba. 
(e) Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the Arctic e:x­
plorer, and the Icelandic poets of Canada. 
(f) The Icelandic wtheran Cllurch at 
Hnausa. 
(g ) The settlement on Hecla Islru1d. 

Les colonies islandaises du Manitoba 

N::Jtice historique : 

L'Islande fut colonisee principal ement par 
la N::Jrvege a partir de 874 apres J .-C. A 
la suite d'une lutte vive qui opposait l es 
N::Jrvegiens epris de libertEi a la r egle 
opprirnante du roi Harold le Blond, plusieurs 
chefs de clan quitterent la Norv~ pour 
s ' e tablir sur l es c6tes du Nord de 1 'Ecosse 
e t de l'Irlande. Deux d'entre eux s ' aven-



turerent plus loin et s'installerent sur une 
ile qui allait plus tard ~tre connue sous 
l e nom de l'Islande. La nouvelle de leur 
installation sur cette ile finit par par­
venir aux colonies islandaises de l'Ecosse 
et de l ' Irlande et aussi en Norvege , ala 
suite de quoi beaucoup commencerent a quit­
ter l eur foyer pour s'etablir en Islande. 
Vers 940, on s ' etait deja accapare de 
toutes l es terres arables . L' imnigra tion 
cessa, et on estime qu'un sixieme des 
habitants etaient Ecossais et Irlandais, le 
r este provenant tous de la Norv~ge. Ce 
sont l es descendants de ces personnes qui 
immigrerent au Manitoba en 1875. 

lord Dufferin, l e Gouverneur General du 
canada, avait visite l ' Is lande et etait 
fortenen t ifll:>ressionne par ces gens. Q..tand 
il fut approcoo par Sigtryggur Jonason, qui 
or gani sait 1 ' :imnigra t ion d' un groupe 
d' Is landais au Canada, Lord Dufferin inter­
vint personnellenent pour que le gouverne­
ment canadien leur octroya des concessions 
de terrains Sill' la r ive ouest du Lac Winnipeg, 
afin d'y inaugurer l a formation d'une col onie 
islandaise. Cette colonie fut appelee la 
Nouvell-Is lande. 

Presentat ion de diapositives: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c ) 

(d) 

( e ) 

(f) 
(g) 

Le debarquement a Willow R>int sur l e 
Lac Winnipeg , construction de cabanes 
en bois r ond et le premier hiver. 
Les maisons de bois rond sur les fermes, 
mode de vie, moyens d'existence et deve­
loppenent du village de Gimli . 
Les etablissenent s l e long de la Riviere 
Islandaise depuis Lundar jusqu 'a Aroorg. 
L' eglise lutherienne islandaise de 
Freslis a Grund dans le Sud-Ouest du 
Manitoba. 
Viljalmur Stefansson, explorateur de 
!'Arctique, et les poetes islandais du 
Canada. 
L'eglise lutherienne islandaise a Hnausa . 
La colonisation de l ' ile de Hecla . 

UKRA I NIAN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

Sylvia Curni s ki - Saskatoon 

This study is co ncerned with 
Ukraini a n Gree k Orthodox Churches in 
Eas t Central and North Eastern 
Saskatchewan. To date this r esearch 
has included approximately 60 
ort hodox churches. 
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It is first necessa ry to def ine the 
significance of a c hurch to its 
people in such a study. A church is 
a place of worship for people and 
as such must be suitable to the 
people that form its congregation. 
In the last de cade of the 19th century 
Ukrainian immigration first began 
to homestead on the Saskatchewan 
prairies. 

Oft e n even before they built their 
own homes energy was directed to 
beginning their religious life. To 
these people the church was the focal 
point of their community lif e . The 
need to establi s h a church as reli­
gious and cultura l centre for their 
community was inte nse and immedi ate. 

From the Ukraine these people brought 
high expectati ons of the ir r el igious 
community centres. From churches of 
the ci ty to those of villages from 
where most of them came the com­
plexity of the Byzantine architecture 
was a ll the y kn ew a nd it was their 
int e nt to fashion their c hurc hes as 
c l osely t o the s t yle to whi c h they 
were accustome d . The re we r e cer t ai n 
c riteria and signi fica nce for direc­
tion , s hape a nd number of 'bani' or 
cupolas which were r epresentati ve of 
their religious life. 

Seldom did master church builders accompany 
imnigrants t o Canada. Therefore, t he f irst 
churches to be built followed the most sim­
plistic church architecture of the homeland. 
Upon imnigration money was not a r esource 
available to them for the building of 
churches . 

With the centralization of church communi­
ties in towns and cities the church itself 
stands alone as a historical site . Many of 
these are now not easily accessible, others 
have burned and sare are now being used as 
grain storage facilities . Structures are 
deterior ating. With larger farm units and 
a seriously diminishing rural population 
all t hese pioneer chUrches are in a pre­
carious position . In some cases the histo­
rical value of these sites representing the 
re ligious ideals, energy and enduring nature 
of our pioneers has been lost . The need to 
record and preserve the architectural beauty 
and s ignificance of these churches is evi­
dent. 



Les eglises ukrainiennes de rite grec 
orthodoxe 

Oette etude porte sur les eglises grecques 
orthodoxes dans l'Est et le Nord-Est de la 
Saskatchewan. Jusqu' a main tenant cette 
recherche camprend environ 60 eglises ortho­
doxes. 

Il est d'abord necessaire dans une telle 
etude de definir la signification que revet 
une eglise pour s::m peuple. Une eglise est 
un lieu de culte et comme tel elle doit etre 
appropriee aux fideled qui ferment sa congre­
gation . Au cours de la derniere decennie du 
19e siecle , les immigrants ukrainiens ont 
commence a s'etablir dans les prairies de la 
Saskatchewan. 

Souvent m9me avant qu'ils construisent leur 
propre mainson, les colons ukrainiens consa­
craient leur energie a leur vie religieuse. 
L'eglise etait le foyer de leur vie cammunau­
taire. Le besein de construire une eglise 
pour servir de centre religieux et culturel 
etait intens€ment et immediatement ressenti. 

Oes immigrants arrivaient d'Ukraine avec 
de grands espoirs pour leurs centres re­
ligieux. Depuis les eglises en milieu 
urbain jusqu'aux eglises de village, d'ou 
la plupart d'entre eux venait, la camplexite 
de !'architecture byzantine etait tout ce 
qu'ils connaissaient et ils seuhaitaient 
construire leurs eglises aussi conformement 
que possible au style auquel ils etaient 
accout1..11Tl(§s. Certains cri teres et un certain 
symbolisme dictaient !'orientation, la forme 
et l e nambre des 'bani' ou coupoles. 

Peu de constructeurs d'eglises ont accam­
pagne les immigrants au Canada. Pour cette 
raison, les premieres eglises sent con­
struites selon la forme des eglises les plus 
rudimentaires de la mere-patrie. A leur 
arrivee au Canada, ces colons disposaient de 
tr~s peu d 'argent pour la construction de 
l eurs eglises . 

Depuis 1 'exode de ces ccmnunautes vers la 
ville, l'eglise reste seule comme un site 
historique. Plusieurs ne sent plus facile­
ment accessibles, d'autres ont ete detruites 
par des incendies et certaines sent mainte­
nant utilisees pour l'entreposage du ble. 
Leurs structure se deteroire. A cause de la 
formation de grandes fermes et a cause d' une 
serieuse diminution de la population rurale, 
toutes ces eglises sent dans un etat pre­
caire. Dans certains cas , la valeur histo­
rique de ces sites qui representent les 
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ideaux religieux, l'energie et la nature 
patiente de nos pionniers est maintenant 
perdue. Il est imprerieux de faire l'inven­
taire de ces eglises et de preserver leur 
beaute architecturale ainsi que leur signi­
fication. 

UKRAINIAN PIONEER ARCHITECTURE IN 

THE PRAIRIE WEST 

John C. Lehr 

University of Manitoba 

Ukrainian settlers pioneering the 
Canadian West from 1891 to 1914 
brought with them a rich folk he ri­
tage. Their buildings were construc­
ted in the tradition s of their home ­
land a nd reflect the different regio­
nal styles of folk architecture in 
the wes tern Ukraine. The spatial 
patterning of their folk architec­
tural styles in Canada commemorates 
the settlement of various areas by 
immigrants from specific regions of 
the Ukraine. 

As a ma nifestation of material folk 
culture the house was highly sensi ­
tive to c hanges in t he socio-economic 
and cultural milieu. In contrast, 
only minor architectural accommo­
dations to changes in the physica l 
environment were made. Four stages 
in the form of the Ukrainian house 
in Canada may be defi ned: the 
pioneer shelter, the folk form, the 
transitional form and the Anglici zed 
dwelling. Each phase reflects eco­
nomic circumstance and the degree to 
which assimi lat ive and acculturative 
influences had penetrated the 
Ukrainian cultural environment at the 
time of construction. 

In the transition from the folk to 
the Anglicized form certain facets 
of design and construction proved 
more r esistant to change than others. 

The methodology of const ruction and 
the organization of internal space 
remained unchanged long after the 
disappearance of ot her, more obvious , 
characteristics of the folk form. 
The c hanging form of the Ukrainian 



dwelling has paralleled the accul­
turation and socio-economic progress 
of the Ukrainian community, so that 
today traces of ethnicity in 
Ukrainian dwellings are subtle and 
difficult to discern. 

L'ar chitecture des pionniers ukrai­
niens dans les prairies 

Les pionniers ukrainiens qui ont 
colonise l'Ouest canadien entre 
1891 et 1914 apportaient avec eux 
un riche heritage folklorique. 
Leurs constructions etaient baties 
selon les traditions de leur terre 
natale et elles sont le reflet de 
diff erents styles r~gionaux de 
l ' architecture paysanne de l'Ukraine 
occidentale. L'organiz ation spa­
tiale de ces styles architecturaux 
au Canada nous rappelle le develope­
ment de diverses r egions par des 
immigrants issus de parties speci­
fiques de l'Ukraine . 

En tant que manifestation d'une 
culture materielle paysanne la 
maison ~tait sujette a des change­
ments dus au milieu soc io-economique 
et culturel. Pourtant, les adap­
tations architecturales a ces 
c hangements ont ete mineures. On 
peut definir quatre phases dans 
l'evolution de la mai son ukrainienne 
au Canada: l'abri du pionnier, la 
forme paysanne, la forme transi­
toire et l'habitat anglicise. Chaque 
phase reflete une condition econo­
mique nouvell e et l e degre selon 
l eque l les influences culturelles 
ont ete assimilees et ont penetre 
l e milieu culturel ukrainien au 
moment de la const ruc tion . 

Dans le passage de la maison pay­
sann e a la forme anglicisee, certains 
aspects du des s in et de la construc­
tion ont resist~ au c hangement 
mi eux que d'autres. Le mode de con­
st ruction et !'organisation de 
l'espace inte rne sont demeures in­
changes longtemps apres la dispari­
tion d'sutres caracteristiques plus 
evidentes de la forme paysanne. Le 
c hangement de forme de !'habitation 
ukra inienne est parallele a 
!' evolution culturelle et socio­
economique de la communaute 
ukrainienne, si bien qu'aujourd'hui 
l es traces du caractere ethnique soot 
s ubtiles e t difficiles a discerner 
dans les maisons ukrainiennes. 
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SURVEY CF UKRAINIAN 
PIONEER BUII.Dim.<l IN 
~ lAKE CDUNIY 

AIBERI'A 

Peter Shostak 
University of Victoria 

A photographic survey of Ukrainian Folk 
Architecture was conducted in the County 
of Sroky litke, Alberta, during the st.mner 
of 1973 and winter of 1975. 

This county located approximately 60 miles 
north -east of Edmonton was settled mainly 
by imnigrants who came from the two Ukrain­
ian provinces of Bukovina and Galicia. 
SettlaTEnt of this county began in earnest 
approximately 1903 after the farmsteads 
south of the North Sakatchewan river had 
been occupied. 

Of the houses photographed most were built 
in the folk tradition of the home province 
of the immigrants. The Bukovinian banes 
were generally larger, more decorative, 
elaborate and elegant than were the Galician. 
A typical Bukovinian hane had a heavy hipped, 
or hipped-gable roof with wide over-hanging 
eaves. The eave projection was especially 
pronounced along the southern facade where 
it was supported by several posts . This 
overhang provided a covered porch area which 
usually contained a bench or built-in seating 
area. Usually a snall eave was built on the 
gable ends to protect,the walls from rain. 

Another common feature of Bukovinian banes 
wer e the eyebrow vents in the roof which 
served as openings for the sroke. The cor­
ner bracket , or roof support, which was 
cr eat ed by the gradual extension of the top 
most wall logs was also a distinctive 
Bukovinian characteristic . 

The Galician home was generally smaller, 
less elegant and displayed only some orna­
mentat ion. Gable and hipped-gable roofs 
with much smaller eave projections predomi­
nated Galician dwellings. 

The Ukrainian builders be they Bukovinian 
or Galician employed few materials in the 
construction of their homes. Materials 
readily available to them included logs, 
clay, straw, lime and horse or cow dung. 



Basic construction consisted of logs which 
wer e either dove tail or saddle notched and 
then plastered both inside and out with a 
clay, straw, cow or horse dung mixture. 
1\bst hares were covered with a grass or if 
available rye straw thatch. Same builders 
used hand-split 5pruce shakes . E:>cterior 
color was limitEd to white l:irre, usually 
with some washing blue addEd. Door and 
window trim was either blue or green. 

The unique peech or peasant style oven was 
carroon to most pioneer hares. An outdoor 
peech was also a familiar site on the hare­
s t eads. 

A farmstead consis ted of the hane and a 
nurrt:>er of other farm buildings. These v.ere 
cons tructed with the same rna terial and in 
the S aJTE manner as the house. Many of the 
barns were built in sections with the core 
being built first and sections at either 
end and at the back addEd as they were needed . 

Next t o t he home, the church played a very 
large role in the life of the pioneer sett­
ler. Although a fairly wide variety of 
church plans was used all were carposed of 
three separate parts, namely the entrance or 
vestibule, the central nave and the altar 
or sanctuary. Olaracteristic of Ukrainian 
churches built on the Prairies was the cupola 
(banya ) whose size, style and number varied 
f ran church to church. Bell tov.ers were 
almost always built s eparate fran the main 
church structure . 

Materials used in t eh construction of the 
church were limited to wood and same metal 
and gl ass. Interiors of rrost churches were 
very ornate containing a large number of 
i cons brought to Canada by the pioneers. 

~UJY of t he structur es photographed are 
still quite sturdy but due to their appa­
rent usel essness are being destroyed by 
the ir owners. Unless something i s done to 
pr eserve, on thei r natural sites , some of 
t he nx:.>r e s turdy , rrore charact eristic 
buildings of our Ukra inian pioneer s in a 
f ew short years all will disappear fran 
t he western l andscape . 

Anyone i.nt er est Ed i n having a ccxnplete set 
of the s lides made for this l ecture is in­
vited to contact the author , Faculty of 
F..clucaUon, Uni versity of Vict oria, Box 1700, 
Victoria , B.A., VSW 2Y2. 
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Releve d'ectifices construite par les pion­
niers ukrainiens dans l e camte de Smoky Lake, 
Alberta. 

Un releve photographique de !' architecture 
paysanne ukrainienne f ut effectue dans le 
camte de Smoky Lake, Alberta, au cours de 
l'ete de 1973 et l'hiver de 1975. 

Oe camte, situe approximativement a 60 miles 
au nord-es t d'Edmonton, fut colonise prin­
cipalement par des inrni€,>Tants venus des 
deux provinces ukrainiennes, la Bukovine et 
la Galicie. La colonisation de ce cant~ 
commen9rt pour de bon ver s 1903, apres que 
furent occu~s l es fermes au sud de la 
riviere Saskatchewan du Nord. 

La plupart des mainsons photographiees furent 
construites dans l a tradition paysanne de la 
province d 'origine des inrnigrants. les 
maisons bukoviniennes etai ent generalement 
plus grandes , plus decor ees , plus elaborees 
et elegantes que les maisons galiciennes . 
La maison bukovinienne type etai t coif fee 
d'un lourd comble en croupe ou d'un comble 
sur pignon a pan coupe et d' avant-to its tres 
saillants. La projection de l'avant-toit 
thai t supportee par plusieurs poteaux . Oe 

surplanbe procurait une gal erie couverte 
qui contenait habituellanent un bane ou un 
si~e construi t a rn.ilrre la maison . D 'habi­
tude, un petit avant- toit couronnait l es 
pignons afin de proteger l es murs centre 
la pluie. 

Une autre caracteristique courante des 
maisons bukoviniennes etaient l es ouvertu­
res en forme de sourcil pratiquees sur l a 
toi ture pour paisser echapper la fumee . 
La console d'angle, ou s upport de l a toi ­
ture qui r esultait du prolongEment crois­
sant des billets superieurs dp mur, et ait 
auss i une caracteris tique propre a la 
maison bukovinienne. 

La maison p;alicienne etaH gemiralEmen t 
plus petite , rroins elegante et tres peu 
ornee . Les combles sur pi€,~on et l es 
cambles sur pignon a pan coupe se t cnni­
naient par des avant-toits beaucoup pl us 
petits . 

Les cons tructeu:r·s ltkrain i.ens, qu' ils 
scient bukoviniens ou galiciens , employaient 
peu de materiaux dif:fer ents dans la con­
struction de leurs rmisons . Les materiaux 
dont ils disposaient l e plus etaient l es 
bille t s , la glaise, l a paille , la chaux et 
le fumier de cheval et de vache . 



Le gros oeuvre etait fait de billots tailles 
en queue d'aronde ou en dos d'ane (saddle 
notched) et ensuite reconverts tant a 
l'interieur qu'a l'exterieur d'un crepi qui 
consistait en un melange de chaux, de paille 
et de fumier de vache ou de cheval. La 
plupart des maisons etaient recouvertes 
d'herbe ou lorsque cela etait disponible, 
de chaurre de seigle. Q.Ielques construc­
teurs employaient le barbeau d'epinette 
fendu a la rmin. La couleur de 1 'exterieur 
se limitait au blanc de chaux, habituelle­
ment rehausse de blue a laver. La decora­
tion des partes et fenetres etait bleue ou 
verte. 

Le four de type paysan etai t courant dans 
la plupart des maisons des pionniers. Un 
four exterieur etait aussi un element 
frunilier de la ferrne. 

ill ferrne canprenai t la maison et un nanbre 
d' autres constructions. CElles-ci etaient 
construites avec les meme materiaux et 
selon les memes techniques que la maison. 
Beaucoup de granges etaient construites en 
sections que l'on ajoutait de chaque 03te 
eta l'arriere de la partie centrale au fur 
et ·a mesure que les besoins les exigeaient. 

Pres de la rmison, 1 1eglise jouait un role 
tres linportant dans la vie des premiers 
colons. Bien qu'on ait construit selon une 
assez grande variete de plans, la plupart 
se composaient de trois parties distinctes, 
qui sont 1 1 entree ou vestibule, la nef cen­
trale et 1 1 au tel ou sanctuaire. Une carac­
teristique des eglises ukrainiennes con­
struites dans les prairies etait la coupole 
(banya) dont les dimensions, le style et le 
nombre variaient d 1 une eglise a une autre. 
Les clochers etaient presque toujours se­
pares de 1 leglise. Les materiaux employes 
dans la construction de 1 1eglise se lllni­
taient au bois et a un peu de metal et de 
verre. L 1 int~rieur de la plupart des 
eglises etait tres decore contenant un grand 
nombre d 1 ic6nes que les pionniers avaient 
apportres avec eux au OJ.nada. 

Plusieurs des structures photographiees sont 
encore danS un bon eta t I mais a cause de 
leur apparente inutilite leur proprietaire 
s 1 en debarrasse en les daoolissant. A rroins 
qu 1 une action ne soit entreprise pour pre­
server, sur leur emplacement d 1origine, 
quelques uns des plus solides et des plus 
caracteristiques parmi les edifices de nos 
pionniers ukrainiens, tous auront, d 1 ici 
quelques annees' disparu pour toujours du 
paysage de 1 1quest. 
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Toute personne interessee a se procurer un 
exemplaire des diapositives que Monsieur 
Shostak a fai tes pour son expose peut le 
faire en ecri vant a 1 1 auteur, faculty of 
Education, University of Victoria, Box 1700, 
Victoria, B.C., V8W 2¥2. 

MEN!'miTES AND HUITERITES 
IN CANADA : AN ARCHITEcruRE 
OF m1MUNAL CIIDER. 

William P. Thanpson 
University of Manitoba 

Cbe hundred years ago a delegation repre­
senting German speaking anabaptist secta­
rians came to North tmerica to preserve 
their right to maintain their communities 
as they felt was required by their beliefs. 
The Mennonite group settled 7400 persons 
between 1874 and 1880 on 500,000 acres in 
Manitoba thereby establishing 53 villages. 
The Hutterian branch of the anabaptists 
settled in South Dakota with aoout 400 of 
the immigrants forming three bruderhofs in 
1874-77. In 1918 they also came to OJ.nada . 

The settlement forms of these two groups are 
built on quite different traditions of the 
social order of community; the Mennonites 
have a "strassendorf" linear village, while 
the Hutterites have a double court nuclear 
building group called a ''bruderhof". Each 
settlement form reinforces the special 
communistic social system of which it is a 
result. 

For the Mennonites their farm village was a 
\\IJrkable rrodel of Christian socialisn. First, 
its pervasive rectangularity was the result 
ooth of the lines of the Dcminion lands act 
and the centuries of rationalisation by 
carpenters for an egalitarian community. 
Secondly, the territorial plots of indivi­
dual families are marked off by neat fences, 
landscape elements and gardens around the 
typical house-barn canbination of Medieval 
ong1n. Thirdly, these rrodel farm villages 
spaced at several miles fran each other had 
institutional focus in their schools, 
meetinghouses, orphanages, and mill opera­
tions as befitting the pioneering social 
service achievements of the sect. 

For the Hutterites the bruderhof is both a 
functional device, a machine for living, 
and an ark travelling on turbulent waters 
amid foreign, belligerent and evil lands. 
Its physical environment is firstly, dani­
nated by rectangular order but without the 



use of paper planning or regular orthogo­
nals . Secondly, carnrunal space is daninant 
and lacks a visual discrtmination of 
separate family living units. These are 
normally apartments in four-family long­
houses while daily dining occurs in a cen­
tral communal facility. Thirdly, the 
bruderhof is "defended" by its being hidden 
fran view by its location in the landscape, 
leadership is camouflaged by the lack of 
distinction of one residential unit fran 
another, and the bruderhof shows a lack of 
much physical evidence of the prosperity 
that in fact exists. 

TI1e humility and apparent stmplicity of the 
phys ical settlements of both Hutterites and 
Mennonites is at once beguiling and decep­
tive. Their rocial fonns are less canpli­
cated than that of their anglo-saxon neigh­
bours but their rophistication in perfecting 
a communalist social order is matched by the 
order of their settlements. 

Les Mennonites et les Hutteri tes au Canada: 
une architecture pour un ordre carmunal . 

Il y a une centaine d'annees, des anabap­
tistes parlant l'allernand oont venus en 
Amerique du l'Vrd pour preserver le droit de 
maintenir leur communaute selon les exigen­
ces de leur croyance. Entre les annees 
1874 et 1880, 7,400 Mennonites s'etablirent 
au ~~itoba sur un territoite de 500,000 
acres, fondant du m§me coup 53 villages. 
La branche hutterite des anabaptistes, avec 
a peu pr~s 400 immigrants, s'etablissait 
au Dakota du Sud, formant trois "bruderhofs" 
entre 1874 et 1877. Ils vinrent au Canada 
en 1918. 

Les etablissements de ces deux groupes sont 
batis selon les traditions d'un ordre social 
cannunal tres differentes: les Mennonites 
contruisaient un "strassendorf", village 
lineaire, tandis que les Hutterites rassem­
blaient leurs batiments en un groupernent 
nucleaire appele ''bruderhof". 01aque forme 
d'etablissement etait con~ue pour roulig­
ner et renforcir le syst~ social commu­
nautaire. 

Pour les Mennonites, le village avec ses 
fermes etait un mod~le satisfaisant de 
socialisne chretien. Premi~rement, la 
rectangularite omnipresente resultait des 
lois du Dominion sur les terrains et en 
meme temps representait une cannunaute 
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egalitaire pour ceux qui construisaient 
ces villages. Deuxii'merent, les sub­
divisions des terrains etaient marquees par 
des clotures distinctes . Les jardins et 
le paysage autour de la maison rattachl~e 
a la grange etaient d'origine mectievale. 
Troisi€mement, ces modeles de village avec 
fermes, places a plusiers miles l'un de 
l'autre, avaient comrne foyer les ecoles, 
les salles de reunion, les orphelinats, 
les moulins, en un mot, tous les services 
sociaux de ces pionniers . 

Pour les Hutterites, le "bruderhof" etait en 
m8me temps une rolution fonctionelle, une 
machine a habiter, et une arche pour les 
voyages s·ur des eaux turbulentes panni des 
contrees entrangeres, belligerantes et 
mechantes. Sa forme physique etait pre­
mierement daninee par un ordre rectangu­
laire, mais sans planification prealable 
sur papier et sans syst~ orthogonal. 
Deuxi€manent, 1 'espace carnrun etait dani­
nant et on n'y remarquait aucune distinc­
tion entre les unites de familles. Ce sont 
normalement des appartements pour quatre 
familles ou le diner quotidien etait servi 
dans des salles carmunes et centrales . 
Troisi€manent, le ''bruderhof" etait defendu 
par sa position bien cachee dans le paysage 
et par l'absence de distinction entre les 
unites, dissimulant ainsi une prosperite 
qui pourtant existait. 

L'humilite et la stmplicite apparentes des 
etablisSEments des Hutterites et des Menno­
nites etaient tranpeuses et en m8me temps 
decevantes. La forme sociale y etai t mains 
campliquee que chez leurs voisins, les 
Anglo-Saxons, mais la subtilite et la per­
fection de l'ordre social cannunal etaient 
en accord avec l'ordre physique de leurs 
etablissements. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY GENTLEMEN AND 

FRENCH ARISTOCRACY IN SOUTH 

EAST SASKATCHEWAN 

Barbara Humphreys 
Canadian Inventory of Historic 

Buildings - Ottawa 

In the early 1880s (prior to the 
coming of the railroad in the area), 
two settlements one English, one 
French, were established in south 
eastern Saskatchewan. Cannington 
Manor was originated by Captain E. 
M. Pierce who settled in the area 



in 1882 and proceeded to encourage 
other settlers to join him with the 
intent of establishing an English 
colony based on agriculture and the 
processing of farm products. About 
the same time a group of Counts from 
France attempted to do somewhat the 
same thing and established a small 
colony near Whitewood about 50 miles 
from Cannington Manor. 

The settlers of both these commu­
nities attempted to lead the grand 
life on the Prairies and be pioneer 
farmers as well. Unfortunately they 
s ucceeded only for a relatively short 
time and by 1900 the original settle­
ments had all but disappeared . Left 
behind however, a small church, a 
few frame and log buildings - and a 
l egacy of experience ranging from 
land clearing and pioneer farming 
to tennis parties and full dress 
balls carried on in the best tradi­
tion of the English country-house 
s t yle, and racing meets a ttended by 
the French settlers arrayed in 
latest fashions from Paris. 

This paper disc us ses, with illustra­
tions, th e architecture a nd lif e 
sty le of these rather unique settl e ­
ments and their impact on the area . 

Le gentleman anglaise et l'aristo­
c r at i e francais e dans le Sud-Est de 
la Saska t chewan 

Au debut des annees 1880 (avant 
l'arrivee du chemin de fer dans la 
region) de ux colonies, un e anglaise 
e t l'sutre franyaise, furent fo ndees 
du ns le Sud-Est de la Saskatchewan. 
Cannington Manor doit son origine 
au Capitai ne E.M. Pierce qui s'est 
e tabli da ns la region en 1882 e t 
ent r epr it d'encourager d' autres 
immigrants a l e rej oi ndre pour fon ­
der un e colonie anglaise basee s ur 
!'agriculture e t l e traitement des 
produiLs de la fcrmc . Vers la m6me 
epoque , un groupe de comtes venus de 
France tenterent a peu pres le meme 
gentre d' e ntreprise et fonderent un e 
petite colonie pr~s de Whitewood, 
a envi ron 50 miles de Cannington 
Manor. 

Les pionniers de ces deux communau­
tes ent reprirent de mener dans les 
prairies un e vie de grand style en 
meme temps que de fermiers. Mal-
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heureusement leur succes fut de 
duree relativement courte et vers 
1900 les etablissements originaux 
avaient presque tous disparu. 
Quelques unes de leurs constructions 
sont cependant demeurees, dont deux 
villas de tres grandes dimensions, 
une petite eglise et quelques con­
structions en madriers et en bois 
rond--et aussi un heritage d'ex­
periences qui comprend le defriche­
ment et . !'agriculture aussi bien 
que les parties de tennis et les 
bals elegants dans les meilleures 
traditions de la vie mondaine dans 
les villas anglaises de meme que 
les rendez-vous a la piste de course 
auxquels prenaient part les pion­
nier s fran9ais d~ns des costumes 
du dernier cri de la mode pari­
sienne. 

Cett e communication prEfsente, au 
moyen de diapositives, !'architec­
ture et le style de vie de c~s 
colonies pour le moins uniques ainsi 
que leur impact sur la region. 

THE ARQUTECI'URE OF JEWISH SEITI.EMENI'S 

IN THE ffiAIRIES : 

A PICTORIAL HISTORY 

by 

Cyril E. Leonoff 
Vancouver 

Ther e is evidence of Jewish traders in the 
fur trade days of the Canadian West , and 
history records a handful of Jewish settlers 
in Manitoba by the 1870' s. The bulk of 
Jewish settlE111Cnt in Canada' s prairie 
provinces took place after the onset of the 
first Russian pogrcms (physical attacks 
on the Jews) in 1881 to the beginning of 
the Great Depression in the 1930' s. The 
immigrants, subjected to persecution in 
Europe, sought a new life in a free and 
underdeveloped land. This period also cotn­
cided with the opening of the Northwest to 
land settlement and the great railroad 
building era. Total Jewish population of the 
prairie provinces has been relatively small, 
not exceeding 30, 000 persons . 

Arriving with limited experience and means 
many of the Jews started out as peddlers, 
and construction workers on the railroads. 
They soon graduated to a better livelihood 
as small sropkeepers, artisans such as 



tailors and shoemakers, cattle buyers and 
merchants in the smaller towns and cities 
that were established on the prairies. 

It is not recognized generally that Jewish 
fann settlers were anongst the earliest of 
the European ethnic peoples who pioneered 
gr ain growing and cattle raising on the 
prairies. The first Jewish fann settlarents 
were established in the 1880's along the 
railway belt in the vicinity of Moosanin 
and Wapella in eastern Saskatchewan. By 
the onset of the first Great War over a 
dozen main Jewish fann settlarents and 
several smaller clusters of Jewish farmers 
were scattered across the prairie provinces, 
rrost l y in Saskatchewan but sane also in 
Manitoba and Alberta. 

Through a selection of photographs and 
accanpanying carrnentary, this presentation 
shows historic town and rural buildings that 
were associated with the household, J:usiness 
and community life of the Jewish settlers . 
While it cannot be claimed that the Jews 
had a distinctive architectural style, their 
tuilding techniques were a blending of their 
experiences in the old country adapted to 
the styles and materials of the new land. 
TI1e differences and similarities of the 
Jewish-constructed buildings are also com­
pared with those of their neighbors of 
different ethnic backgrounds. 

L 'architecture des colonies jui ves dans les 
prairies: une histoire illustree. 

On possecte la preuve que des commer~ants 
juifs etaient nliHes au carrnerce de la four­
rure a l'epoque ou ce carrnerce florissait 
dans 1 ' CX!est canadien, et une poignee de 
pionniers juifs ont leur nan lie a 1 'histoire 
du Manitoba vers l es annt'ies 1870 . L'etablis­
sarent majeur des Juifs dans les provinces 
des prairies fut la consequence des pre­
miers prograres russes (attaques physiques 
contre l es Juifs) en 1881 et il se poursui­
vit jusqu'au debut de la crise econanique 
des annees 1930. I.es immigrants, vic times 
de persecutions en Europe, chercoorent une 
vie nouvelle dans un pays libre et non en­
core developpe . Cette periode coincidait 
aussi avec l e debut de la colonisation du 
Nord-Ouest et la construction du chemin de 
fer trans-canadien . La population juive 
des prairies se maintint relativement faible, 
ne depassant pas 30,000 personnes. 

Venus au canada avec des rroyens et une ex­
perience limites, plusieurs Juifs commen~e­
rent carrre colporteurs et carrne travail-
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leurs de la construction pour le chemin de 
fer. Ils accectffi-ent bien tot a de meilleures 
conditions de vie, en devenant de petits 
carrner~ants ou des articans, canme tailleurs, 
cordonniers , carrner<;ants d' animaux et mar­
chands dans les petites et les grandes 
villes des prairies. 

On n 'est sou vent pas conscient que les 
fermiers juifs furent parmi les premiers 
immigrants venus d'Europe a cultiver le 
ble et faire l'elevage dans les prairies. 
Les premieres fermes juives furent fondees 
dans les annees 1880 le long de la ceinture 
ferroviaire dans la region de Moosanin et 
Wapella dans 1 'Est de la Saskatchewan . 
Lor9:1ue eclata la Premiere Guerre Mondiale 
on camptait plus de 12 groupements majeurs' 
de fermes juives et plusieurs groupes plus 
petits de fermiers juifs dis-perses dans les 
provinces des prairies, principalement en 
Saskatchewan, mais certains se trouvaient 
aussi au Manitoba et en Alberta. 

A l'aide de photographies commentees, cet 
expose presente des edifices historiques 
en milieu urbain et rural qui sont associes 
a la vie familiale, commerciale, profession­
nelle et cammunaitaire des colons juifs. 
Bien qu'on ne puisse pas pretendre que les 
Juifs developperent un style architectural 
distinctif, leurs techniques de construc­
tion etaient une synth~se de !'experience 
acquise dans les vieux pays et adaptee aux 
styles et materiaux de la terre nouvelle . 
I.es edifices construits par l es Juifs sont 
aussi canpares a ceux que construisaient a 
cote d'eux des ressortissants d'autres pays . 

BOOKS I LIVRES 

Edward H. Dahl, Helene Kspesset, Marc 
l..1.france et Thiery Ruddell. La ville 
de Q..tebec, 1800-1850 : un inventaie 
de cartes et plans. Collection 
Mercure. Ottawa: Musee national de 
d'Hanme, 1975. 413 p., 79 planches. 
$5.00. 

Cette publication, abondrunnent illustre 
instrument indispensable pour l' etude de 
l 'architecture de la ville de QJebec dans 
la premiere rroitie du XIXe siecl e , con­
tient: 



1. un inventaire de 315 cartes et plans 
de la ville de Quebec, 1800-1850, 
conservees aux Archives publique du 
Canada; index analytique de ces 
cartes; 

2. 

3. 

un repertoire de 400 cartes de la meme 
periode provenant de divers depots 
d'archives a Quebec; 

une etude sur !'evolution de la ville 
entre 1800 et 1850, avec illustrations. 

Le volume est publie seulanent en fran<;ais. 
CX! peut le coomander en envoyant un cheque 
libelle au nom du Receveur-general du 
Canada a l 'adresse suivante: Service du 
Marketing, Musees nationaux du Canada, 360, 
rue Lisgar, Ottawa, CX!tario, KlA CM8. 
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This heavily illustrated volume, indis­
pensable for a study of the architecture 
of Quebec City in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, contains: 

1. an analytical cartobibliography of 
the 315 rmps of Quebec City, dated 
1800-1850, held by the Public Archives 
of Canada, together with an extensive 
index of subjects, names, etc.; 

2 . a list of 400 rmps of the sarre period 
located in various archival repositor­
ies in Quebec; 

3. an illustrated study of the evolution 
of the city between 1800 and 1850. 

Published in French only, tha volure is 
available upon receipt of a cheque made 
payable to the Receiver General of Canada, 
from the Marketing Services Division, 
National Museums of Canada, 360 Lisgar 
Street, Ottawa, CX!tario, K1A CM8. 
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