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cHapTeR 4: communiTy engagemenT: 

connecting the past to the present 
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Community Development Plan St. Patricks Alexandra School Site: Halifax, NS.” 
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cHapTeR 5: deSign 

  an incremental, adaptive Strategy

-

-

-

conceptual Studies:   

-

-

-

Projective 
Ecologies.  



-

-

-

-

-

-

CITY BUILDING ROOM DETAIL/MATERIAL

T
H
E
O
R
Y

-
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COMMUNITY

Ecological Paradigm as Basis for Design 
Methodology:

ADAPTIVE
OPEN ENDED 
DYNAMIC
NETWORKED

Think about the CHARACTER, 
FEELING AND MEANING of 
spaces. 

Make models, experiment 
with materials and draw 
spaces intending to devel-
op expression and deepen 
understanding

Both a rational process through an-

alytical  strategy  and  an  imaginative 

way though intuition, CHANCE and 

EXPERIMENTATION. 

1878

1969

1940

1878

2015

1940

1969

1878 19691940 2015

Read

THE HISTORY OF ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOLS:  R. Bernard Hum

 Halifax North Memorial Library: Non-Circulating 
 Reference 373.7162 H918h

HISTORIC NORTH END HALIFAX: Paul Erickson

HALIFAX BUILDINGS OF 
INTEREST:

- To be demolished
- Cultural interest
- Already Demolished

St. Patrick Boys school built 1921. 
Architect: Andrew Cobb

Research Research Research

Result Result 

Make

Design

Design.  Synthesize.  Make .

Synthesize

The neighborhood begins as composed of many smaller 

buildings that surround the perimeter of their blocks. 

Institutional buildings are surrounded by houses. The 

blocks are connected directly to the water front. 

As time passes, the neighborhoods connection to the 

water front is severed and becomes increasingly dislocat-

ed, Institutional buildings become larger and more spa-

recedes in density and buildings become progressively 

larger and more spatially isolated

Feedback

Discuss

Evaluate
FeedBack/Forward

Connections

Research:
  - Collage City (continue reading)
    - Ask Frank and Mina for feed  
      back

Julia:
Include Uniacki Square

Margarete ?

Relationship to urban scale:

Should I study other parts of the city and compare them? 

Perhaps Mina can help with this?

125 º

3.
3 
c
m

5.
9 
c
m

T
H
E
O
R
Y

P
R
E
C
E
D
E
N
T
S

CITY COMMUNITY BUILDING ROOM DETAIL/MATERIAL

Ideas about imaginative renewal through 
fresh and resonant association were particu-
larly well understood by the surrealists.   
   58
 

ECOLOGICAL PARADIGM

Projective Ecologies: Chris Reed + Nina-Marie Lister

Essays recognizing alignment between how our thinking about the interrelationship between plants, 
animals and the physical, biological, cultural and experiential world has become aligned with ideas 
about the complex, unpredictable and emergent nature of the world, casting aside old dualisms in 
favor of trans-disciplinary thinking, uneasy synergies, complex networks and surprising collaborations.  

16

Parallel Genealogies: Chris Reed and Nina- Marie Lister

-
fect, chance is built into living systems; they are characterized in part by uncertainty and dynamism.  

 25

Ecology and Landscape As Agents of Creativity: James Corner

 THIS ESSAY IS INCREDIBLY GOOD

“The  process  of  which  ecology  and  creativity  speak  are  fundamental  to  the  work  of  landscape 
architecture. Whether biological or imaginative, evolutionary or metaphorical, such processes are 
active, dynamic, and complex, each tending toward the increased differentiation, freedom, and 
richness of a diversely interacting whole. There is no end no grand scheme for these agents of 
change, just a cumulative directionality toward further becoming. It is in this productive and active 

gneiss and autonomy, of propulsive life unfolding in time. 43

Culture evolves through metaphor and the release of things previously unforeseen, raising peo-
-

ness, richness and fullness of differentiation and subjectivity.
Gaston Bachelard spoke of the reverberancy with which poetic images resonate with human 
feelings and imagination, describing their constitutive power in forging new relationships be-
tween things.      58

SECS POMPIEA: LINA BOBARDI

GORDON MATTA-CLARKE

For  9  years  we  developed  the  project,  working  every  day  in 
the  building  site:  monitoring  ongoing  projects,  in  situ  experi-
ments, the involvement of technicians, artists and workers. This 
approach was a genuine revolution in the modus operandi of 

building itself; the project and the program were formulated as 
an  amalgam,  joined,  inseparable.  The  barrier  that  would  nor-
mally separate the virtual and the real did not exist; it was archi-
tecture made real, experienced in every detail.

Cutting as a tool for operating on the existing. 

Merleau-Ponty writes: It is essential for the thing and the world 
to  present  themselves  as  open  to  project  us  to  beyond  their 
predetermined  manifestations  and  constantly  to  promise  us 
other things to see.  57

This project was at it’s foundation a socialist experiment. 
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Strategy:
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Divide the site  the Building

By breaking the building up into smaller scale pieces new opportu-
nities arise 

Activate Pathways

Connect new pathways to existing pathways in the community 

Reinforce pathways through lighting, surface and landscape 

Existing Condition  

The decommissioned school buildings have been vacant for 4 years

Activate Pathways

Connect new pathways to existing pathways in the community 

Reinforce pathways through lighting, surface and landscape 

Divide Site

Dividing the site into sections allows for incremental 
growth. This makes the scale of the project is manage-
able for the community. Economic pressure is de-
creased and each phase can learn from the results of 
the previous phase. 

1
2 3
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Design a Catalyst

The catalyst is designed to be a space that represents 
that interests of the community based off of public 
engagement (see research). The catalysit is intended 
to activate the site and set a precident for future 
growth on the site. 
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SITE STRATEGY
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The catalyst:

Strategy:

Document the Existing Conditions: 

-

Cut Streets Through the Building:

-
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Add Horizontal Connectivity:

-

Excavate  the  Lower  Rooms  and  Subtract 
From the Envelope



Add Vertical Connections:

Program the Building: 

 



Prioritize Public Space:

-

-

-

-
-
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existing conditions

-

-
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-

-
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-



-

. 

-

  

,” 
Winterthur Portfolio,” 17 (1982): 3-4. 



adaptations 

cutting streets

-

Prince Williams Street Extension

-

-

-

-
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Alexandra Public Atrium

-

-

-

2

7

5

4

3

6

1

xR  e  d  u  c  e     e  i  s  t  i  n  g     w  a  l  l     h  e  i  g  h  t   
to  bench

Reduce  existing  wall  height 
to 0.8 m

8



-

-



connecTing pRogRam To  STReeTS:

-

-

-
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MAITLAND STREET LEVEL PLAN 

MAITLAND STREET ELEVATION 

The plan and elevation above depict the two paths cut through the building, and its relationship to 
the streets surrounding it. 



-

-
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 1.
 

2.

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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3.

The following pages follow in sequence up through the building 











Housing

-

Strategy:

Add to Existing Structure

-

Adapt Structural System: 

-

and

Lessons for Students in Architecture, 



Connect  Elevated  Streets  to 
Ground level Streets: 

Integrate  Contextual  Housing 
Articulation:





public Space

-







concluSion:

-

 

-

-

-

Adhocism:  The  Case  for  Improvisation



BiBliogRapHy:

 Lessons for Students in Architecture

Project-

ive Ecologies

-

Collage City. 

Caruso St. John: Almost Everything. Edit-

ed by Philip Ursprung 


