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PRESENTATION 

Ce tte ed ition d'Archilecturc Canada conti ent un bon 
echa ntill on d 'approches en ca racter isa ti on, en ana lyse e t 

en interpreta ti on du paysage construit. 
La presentation du Luminous Veil erige sur le parapet du 

Prince Edwa rd Viaduct de Toronto permet a Marco Polo d 'ex­
plorer la complexite semantique du proje t architectural qui, se 
superposa nt a un monument reconnu, en reconstruit la lecture. 
Objet utile e t necessaire, Ia barriere anti-su icide peut etre banale 
e t passer inapen;ue - c'est le cas du garde-fou bricole qui a ete 
installe sur le pont Jacques-Cartier a Montreal en 2004 - ou 
stimuler I'imaginaire collectif au point de forcer Ia main aux 
dec ideurs, souvent peu enclins a appuyer !' innovation. 

DansIe reg istre des etudes de caracteri sation, on peut noter 
avec bonheu r que les recherches sur Ie patrimoine religieux du 
Canada prosperen t. Malcolm Thurlby, hi storien d'architecture 
epicurien, retrace, preuves visuelles a l'appui, Ia genese form elle 
d'un corpus neo-roman developpe pour I'Eglise catholique ro­
maine par Joseph Connoly, proclame Pugin irl ando-ca nad ien 
meme s' il delaissa I'ogival, et Arthur Holmes, moins habile, qui 
prit sa releve. Les monuments ontariens sont habilement repla­
ces dans un contexte ca nadien elargi e t offrent notamment un 
ecla irage nouveau sur quelques g randes egli ses montrea laises. 
Dans Ia meme lig nee, Paula Wubbenhorst reper torie les ingre­
dients formels, sources europeennes e t e tasuniennes confon­
dues, de Ia cathedrale Christ the King d 'Hami lton pour conclure 
a une reelle americanite que l'architecte William R. Souter aura it 
habilement imposee a un eveque medieva li sant. 

De son cote, Anne-Marie Broudehoux revisite Ie Chatea u 
Frontenac par le biais d 'une histoire sociale de sa construction 
iconique. Erige sur un site conteste, !'hotel du Canadien Pacifi­
que a d 'abord gra ndi en marge d 'un Vieux-Quebec qu'il a pris 
du temps a apprivoiser, en s' inserant dans l'imag inaire loca l, en 
participant a Ia construction identitaire de !a cite de Champlain. 
Aujourd'hui synonyme du Vieux-Quebec, le baronial Chateau 
pretend me me, curieux re tour des choses, au titre de figure 
emblematiq ue de la capitale dite nationale du Quebec. Dans Ie 
meme registre de !'analyse des representations, ancrage loca l en 
moi ns, l'essa i de Jonathan Cha sur I'enchinoiscment par e tapes 
de !'ancien quartier Dufferin a Montrea l pose Ia question de Ia 
ghettoi'sation positive a des fins de mise en tourisme OU, plus 
ordinairement, de tou ri stification. 

Dans ce numero aussi, paraft le rapport de Michel Pelletier 
qui a permis a la Commission des lieux et monuments histori­
ques de reconnaft re !'arrondi ssement historique de Senneville 
com me lieu de villegiature de ce qui etait a l'epoque !'elite finan­
ciere de Ia metropole du Canada : Montreal. 
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PRESENTATION 

This issue of Architrcture Canada demonstrates a varie ty of 
approaches to characterization, analysis, and interpretation 

of the architechtrallandscape. 
Through its presentation of the Luminous Veil erec ted on 

the parapet of Toronto's Prince Edward Viaduct, Marco Polo ex­
plores and gives a new interpretation to the semantic complex i­
ty of that architectural scheme, superposed on a well-known 
monument. Useful and even necessary, a suicide barrier can be 
unorigi nal and go unnoticed-such as the cobbled-up railing on 
Montreal's Jacques-Cartier Bridge (2004)-or it can stimulate the 
collective imagination to the point of influencing decision-ma­
kers, not very prone to support innova tion. 

As regards characterization, it is fortunate to rea lize that 
research on Canada's religious heritage has advanced. Through 
vi sual support, Malcolm Thurlby, an epicurea n architectural 
historian, traces the formal history of a Roman Renaissa nce 
style developed for the Roman Ca tholic church by Joseph 
Connolly-decla red the Irish-Canadian Pugin even though he 
disregarded gothic principles- and hi s less-talented successor, 
Arthur Holmes. The Ontarian monuments are cleverly placed 
in a wider Canadian context and notably shed new li ght on 
some of Montreal churches. In the same line of thought, Paula 
Wubbenhorst records for mal ingredients, including European 
and American sources, to conclude to the influence of America 
on the Cathedral of Chri st the King in Hamilton, which was 
cleverly imposed on an "Old World" bishop by a rchitec t 
William R. Souter. 

As for Anne-Marie Broudehoux, she revisits the Chateau 
Frontenac through the social hi story of its iconic landmarks. 
Built on a controversia l location, the Canadian Pacific hotel 
originally developed on the fringe of Old Quebec where it was 
difficult to find local recognition, even though it served the cul­
tural construction of the city of Champlain . Nowadays sy nony­
mous with Old Quebec, the Baronia l Chateau even became the 
symbol-strange turnabout-of the so-called national capital of 
Quebec. Tn the same line of representation analysis, apart from 
local roots, Jonathan Cha's essay on the step-by-step chinezation 
of the old Dufferi n a rea in Montreal brings up the issue of po­
sitive ghettoiza ti on aimed at touri stication or, more commonly, 
tou ristification. 

This issue also presents Michel Pelletier's report that al­
lowed the Historic Sites and Monuments Board to acknowledge 
the historic district of Sen neville as vacation resort of what was 
then the financial elite of Ca nada's Metropolis: Montreal. 
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