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ON PROGRESS, PROVERTY A.t'lD PLANNERS 

• n.. idas (.,.. thil P"f"''' 0\'ohcd from o snnimu We the oucho< g .. • co thc 
Uni•·o- oity of New BrunswW:k's O.poumcnt of ~omico in the £all of 1971, 
and from a brid' '""iew We the author did of Volume l of the Rcpo<t o(the 
NewBf\lru.,ic.kTukfon:eoaSocialo..-dopmencWtoppn.ralia UJNIJ,.o 
p,.bi>~ AJmi~irtr~llo~, l'all, !m. 

The: New Urun.wid.: Tuk Force on Soci~l Dc•·ciojunent, l<>lTl«irna 
known loally as the "Task Fora: on p.,.-=y" (a muOO<J'M:r, mcmben o{ th.: 

Task Force ..,'OUkJ pllllnhly iruist), was appointed by the New Brunswick 

government in July, l!li'O, to "initiate and promo!~ public d,aloguco oo prOO. 
kms in 10<i:>l deotdopmcnt and oncial ..,dfan:" a<><l co ~recommend broad 

guidelines 10 the Government 10 :wi>t in tho: future <k•·clopmc:nt of prugr:om 
priorities and l<gi•lauun in the field ol1.0<ial devel01•~mnt ond social welfare~. 
PgrtJnj>IIJro" gnd Dn·rlopm~nt, Volume I of tho: Task Force's Report, appeared 

inSepto:mhcr,l971. 
Upon a firlt <e~ding, one might conclude that th( <hru<t of U,,. doe. 

umcnt is admirably uprcsKd, ond with g"'at eC(>r><>m)' of word•, by: 

IU lua cbo:bnd,tniuM<nLDgillsa prry, 
When:: wulth ::.::runtula,., and mt11 decay. 

Butaf..,rmorcan:fulcomideration,onentightab.ocondudethatGoldsmitb's 
liO<S wwld more aptly COfl\'C')' the :uumus of the mcmbcn of the T;u.k Foru 
ifthc:y~n:unruecic:~l!ydilturtedton:ad: 

lllbrcstheLuxi,UJiu.o.n:nmgiU.aprey, 
When: gr<>"-thtnen d""'-m dreams destined £0< D"'>·fulflim<nt, 
TI~.tnks to thefot!a<:y<>f mioplacN conerttena>, 

Andmcn"iUdo:aty. 

The Report ;, r>Ot an anti-growth tract pn Y, in <he nunn<r of, Pf, E. J 
Mi•iw>'ltniddle..:l:u.ocal!fort.hccomforuandccru.imtcsoitniddle-clwlifr 
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111 on unpolluted earthly pondiso:. Thil modr:!.t link d.xumcm is a part of 
-ofthcothcrgrat~rri.ngsofourtima. For,.·h:ltM-h:l•-.:hc:reilan­
otbe:r ._.aouuoo ol hum;~nU.m blended with lhc: new Jd(ersooi.an.Wn. 

,,., lanacooldhc: mo:.on: aptly dcscr:ihc:d as that mon:«.b JeUenoo· 
i111 individualum which tttrru r.arly alwars to app<u on the New Ldl, but 
IOilll:timel, 111 m the prcstnl caoe, inn><.>«: 'respect:Wie' circles 111 wtll. ln 1 

nria.y rJ. pbcu, in the Rq>.>n, this j df~rsonianmn alniOft hc:<:umeo a =.J~ 
t:OeVt. Thw, at the vay beginning we arc rtm.irulcd of "the al>$ol utc irn· 
poruna: of the individu;>J" aud a"' oold th.:it ~a m:og~iuon of human dignity 
must be our basic guiding principle". Tho:rc it of cour1c nothing ""w or 
aa:ption.J i.t>Uus. AI a rule, in thi•l:iud oladvoocy, the Jdfcrsoniantwiot 
IJIUa!ly lurf:~ttt when the ad1oc:atc nW:a it pt..in tlut it ir the 'lmle' man­
lbt ordirwJ working m;~n and worrutn, and due pllUCUt..rly jdfcroonian 
to.ha of humankind, the :miun, the brmo:r a,.! thc amall bu.ine:uman-who 
rally =ucn. Thc: aud>on of the Report, too, bcbc•·c in the hnle m.;tn, and 

Jbo.e aU in the""""' dtminuti•c of liulc mcn-thooe 11 the bottom of thc 
J.e.r. Now, one mUll adnut tlw in New Bruruwick the botoom rung of the 
laddtt il acccdingly heavily popubtrd. In January, 19?1, appro>tim.atdy 

twcnty-thra:perccmolthcpr"'incc'•population (oraboutlH,OOOpcroons) 
wtn: dcpc.ndcm upon uncmplopntnt insunn<e, or wclfart, or manpower 

olluwancuflll'variowupgr<~dingcoo=. (Thislancatcgoryi•nlllolc.our~e 
acluti•·cly the donuin of thole iowe>t down. Aloo, tht. twcnty·dlrte per cent 
ohould be r-m:J down !lightly to allow for some duplication in the reported 

...WUQf«rhrsethm:grouf"ofdi~v~nL>p!.) 

1"bt all for "human dignity" i> more thm a oklgan !Of' the T::ul: Fortt; 
illloo pn>"'idcd a •~nag.: poinr for c-;>.luating ccorMJIIl.ic dcvdopmcntadlCDICI, 
..-oocio«ooom.icdc-oclopn..,tod!emcs,togi•·eJuchadlcmcstheT::uk Force'• 
......,d;ng p,..,lli;_ Although it is always difftcuh to be au.irdy clear ~boUl 
wba"~n~noinohiooranyothtrW<\1CXt,thehumaMhgnitysuridpoint 

b- the ocrutiny ol thew: ~·~~i<: development schc:met U>u;t!ly rocncs 
cv:lool<ing :u~d mcamng ooon<"thing like this: P""l'lc nuu..-, no1 thmgs; or, to 
jM.irmon:blandly,thcotretoin«:ooomi<dc><lopniCtttpl:uuahouldbcupon 
"IOCial nccd1" (and for "social", read "p<n<.>nal aou.l community"). More· 

Ofa', it it in tlu1 bU>incu of evaluating oocio-c00<1omic development pr<>­

gmnmc~ that thc: Ta:~k Force'• cona:ro fOf' the!''-''-'' <Omet on most urnngly, 
bca>JOCto>tbeTaolo:l'orccthr:=incritcrionlore>·olu~tingany50<i.o-«onomic 

dtldopmentprogrammc lhou!d simply be:: what does n do {or the poorf 
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If, ~~ post, il lw dooc ooth.i.og, then the programme tnll$t he acoountcd a 
failure. 

But~;, not ooly •po:ople~ in the animus of the TaU Force, thcR. is 

alsa"particif"''ioo". And Lhe lattor wmlttuta yet anotl>.r poUu of comaa 
th;n the Task Foou has Wtth IO<l~<cci.ourcnr.'• gn:at stirnngs. Patticipa.wry 

dcmoc:t:IC)'andarcacltingouttolhepcopk; in the ro:almof yearning, behe& 
and drunu, thae daidcrau are ptactic:ally ubiquitous., uteodmg fu beyood 
both the T:uk l'orce aud the Now LofL And in tl>< realm d implcmenta· 
tion,too,thcylhov.·upinavanotyolplac:es. (Ooc:ofthemorcpro<aKof 
thae pbca tlw =:><wrniuJ h~,.-c bt:tn uploriog o( lat.e is iu the "iu:ram·c 
duet" of indic:attve planning. n,,. ;, both a dramt-of place, as wdl as part 

of krN form•.) Let u. he entirely ck;u about wt.."' the. Tul< Force otamh 
with rtspect m th<: m.!!ange of beltc& and dr.:ams. When the Tuk FO<a: 

arguesthatprople.huuld 1101 beucluded from key "decision making pro­
.:a~.ts that. diroctly aff'""t !Mm", tl><y an: of ronne rdcrring to all of U$. 

Hown~, .. -Jw really gi•·es thU 50rt of commiunc:m its altQCti•·•nos in the 
eyes cJ the Tuk Force io t],. belid that the pnncipa.l bendiciaries of pa.rticipa.­
t...-ypti,IC(q(:llmight wdlhetbcpoor. Thu<,oogniumofthcbckofpolitical 
p<>Y.>erof t.hepoor, the Ta.$1< Force would devi.., lttucturn for brmging the 
chronicallydisackmt:agcd imotN:busillOSoldttil-ion m:oking in thesphcrt 

ol-'OCi<>«onom.icplanuing--otructura which are to be erected outside uist­
mglcgisllti~cbodir:>:andni>tingpolitio:alp~. 

This animm, tbough.ccntenng as it OOc. upon people, especially poor 
people, and participation, m.ult~d in """"thing 11'101<' than mertly a critiQ! 
glance :ot lbc development (and polmcal) la~po:; for it also ...,mcd to 

impel the Task Force total. a •·igorous, &«-swtnging line u both dc00tl"t 

and would-be l'lanncr. More p:micu!arly, it led the Ta.<k Force into attempu 
10 fault the: an.alyocs and pan~cc::u offered hy ron><ntional gr.,....1hn>en (~ 

gioual and other), and, secondly, it "'luipped the Tuk Force .. ~th a oo:t « 
prioritiesforsocio-ec.onomi<:actioo. 

To anond first to ttM: a.<uult <><1 the grow•hmc11: the p.anxns ol th. 
latu:rthatd"'w moot nltheTa1k Foou's fire ~re "growth poinu",Jbd 
inccmivestoomrep,-.,ncurial d-cision nuku•. While the growthn>en harboor 

abe!icfintherealgrowthp<>lcntialofgrowtb ('Oinuand inccmi~coch<-ll'ICI. 
the T.ul< Force clings with e<jual U'<>:>eity t.:o a belief in the ineviubility ci 
failurt in this mpca. llut why, in lbc eyes <l the: TaU Fnrtt, won\ or an\ 
thcsc:moou:dpanaceudotheirjobl 
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Gto10:lhpointilm, the Tzk F<lm' contends, mu upoo a Wbcious 
ousumptioa iruol:ar as !he New Brunswick ounc: il cooa:rncd; an as-sumption 
lhxh..$wOOwoththc!y~ofmobilitythatC<onhc:dfwcdinthatl""""in<:e. 
'l'hetypcolmobili!y!h..th.:odbttn cn•·iugcd by lhc"gruwthpub'' rnr:n of 
ARDA and FRfD, who pr<:«dcd the: growth1xoint mc:n of the pracot d:iy­
tbc growth poles, all on the nonh=!(:rn p<~rt of the prCI'Intce, arc •nullcr 
wnra ll~>n !he cur~m gruwth poi.nu (Saint John ~ml Moncton)~w.s of 
lhc intr~-p..,.,mci~l, ruul-mlwo •·~rioty. };ow it w happt-ncd th.:u that kind 
oi mobi~ty had not, in lhc ]>Ut at lrast, acco.-dcd wnh the prdcrcncc:t of a 
.w.ablefnctionoflhcpro•inro:'spopu!~tion. ltis ofcounetruethat a great 
honlc oi. lhc rural full.: of New Bru ... wick tud, 0\'Cr the ~n, taken to tbc 
citia-buttothcc:r:tra-pro>incial(a..dc:r:tn-rcgional) flahpoumhuthan 
111 tbo: urb.m cmtm ollhc J>rDYin<c. Whcthtr thoc ~mulupla.~ p!M.s of !<:~<by 
wili<MferongrowthpolnalW:SaintJobnandMooaonanycdgeiJI the: 
llllionalawapsulces fc.r urlwo ~tmiWVCDCS$ rcm;u111 to be ...,n. Tbc Task 
Farce ~lallll that alth.ough the inaouves fc.r movcnxm to thc growth 
po.b cl oorthcoutern Ncw l.lrunswick, fat thooc ~<he> .. ere wothin the ambit 
oi tho ARI>A FRf.l) progr:unmc• far that am, may not h.:oYe been adequate 
ud 1uch inadequ~ may ha•·c cootributcd tu lhc failure uf the important 
lllllhi!ity rompoocnt of tht.c programmes-le.. than fifty bmilia moved to 
the de.ignatcd growth po!Cll over a four year pcriod~thc f:act is that thac 
f'""!'le limply did not want to mo\'c (at least to pl~t like ll.tthum). On 
lbt: other hand, this rural~• of mind ~nd br-..:1~ tw in the pout bttn oon­
IWldyjoitfd,OOt,onccagam, thejoltingha•c.omcnot from r'IWoii'"C migra-­
IIOOIOtheu~ccntn:&ofth<:p=·iDCC,hutratherfromthcflighttoatr.l­
..p....l cmtm to the Wt:IL Mote to thoc point, if the mobility minded rural 
)'Olnhclthcpi'CI'Iinocshould o;ootiouctoprm•Torontotos..int John,thtn 
itlat.>litrgly ..,;IJ tho>t ooooomically non-~iahlc and non-ntobility-mindcd rur:al 
raiduc constiiU!(: 1lr~ rescn·c army fat gro\\th--point donun:atft! indom•ialiu­
tianKhr:tnG. Andthitisth<:group---;trcm:>insaat:llutic:>llyverytignific:wt 
group--thatwdl clcounc b. thcharda.t nut tocraclc fat urlw>-a.ntrcd cm­
plo,-rurntcrcationieh(ma. 

h l$ at thio juncture that lhc Task For«:'o rc~ding of the fact.' ;, at 
IIIIC with ito JdfcMnian longinJ;$. Let thooe wi1h ntr~l pr~nsiti .. stay 
wbcrtthcyarc,andkt !he fund• that might gointoncwur!nn infra•tructurc 
bc:rcdircc(cdtolbc lmlc plxcoofthc:prm·incc for !he rclubilnatioo, and 
rdnning,<i"-""tofCaom·, mo~t profoundly rural peol'lc- And "!toil 
kla1tothem---thl: "them" bcingboth the rural ruiJuc ~nd tht 'f:W: Fom: 



-nayl Certain ol Ontario'• wdl-l~dro politician-¥roUnunts ~"' once 
abu>tdl>yMaritim<:rsfocheoitatingly,cven~ially,•uggdunglhatifoDe 
could not e..t well in the Maritim<:o then om ~Id move on to grccna 
s-tura. AfC MMiume polit~<:tanl and oocu.l Kic:m.sts now going 10 offer 
tbcir own run.J recalcitr:mts :m intra-pr,.,·incial ve10i<>n ol the dtocredt!ed 
'Ontario' advicel Or was the c~rltcr rrtoo=l'agc from ou\Qgal Maritinxrs ID 

ad•ice-g;vingUppaCmadianlthatpeorlcohouldbcencouragaiw~.Uywhere 

they lineth-v.-ithin limits, that Os--.nt«ldo:d only foe tht. earo ol the Onwio 
politician-:>CWUntanl.f who oH~ the unw:uncd ad•iccl Remember, 100, 
that thejd:f.._uan :mimus bringt wilhin its c.ornpm not only thetO!alJy 
dispoqc:ucd :among the non-urban immo•·ab!a,but alsorur:t.l anisana, fanncro 
and •mall bwu~ .. m<:n. And this gi>'a C\'ett man: clou1 to the Ta.k Force'• 
au.ad on gr<>W\h«nuc t:CIDUflU· At any nu, lhe Task Force doe& not let 
•lipanyoppon.unitytoargucthat'"""'omicde--elop!TI(:nt policiaauned atjUN 
a few ccnt.m will rt:Sult m 'de•dopmcnl' 11 the apcruc ol the noo-u.rbal> 
stll<lllentrq~rc~>eur (both farm and non-hrm),toargue in short that planncn 
munaltcr their priorities, and, in thetr lhink1ng about ;>ppropriatc noolruml 
for t<:Onomic OO.:lopment, pla.a: far greater emp~ upon :wiiW>a: to link 
men ln liulcplaca. 

Perhaps the rural-p"'f"'nsitio or auracti>-.:......ot.-runl-lifc argument il 
really only a kind "~Y ol e.~pt.:.ining the tductance cl a DOll•>'iablc rQidut: 
to 100\-e to town (and hopefully to employment). Th:u is, to nplore l\1 

intriguing p<JMibilitythat "·;>~neglected by the Task Forcc,poosibly wh:tttonc 
is really up agamn ~ .. i1 a '~'1 L:.rge group oliOcio-.economic ;,.~ffnli .. ts who 
might conotitut~ a relni•·dy unsh.atteroblc lump upon which a •·arie!y ol ea> 

nomic d<:•·elopn..:nt schema, iiKhxlmg thooc that fealure a .....de.1 QIQlU«: d 
growthpointism, "·illfaUllJWT.f 

To look now a1 the Task Forc.t'a mitudes to variotll incentive schctn<S 
forentrcpreneurialdeciolon maken,••••tttthcTaokFora:aru:mpting!Dfault 
bi~r and l~ucr ltKcnti•cscbcmes by making fore::asl.f thlt apring fr{l(rl 
"'h:ttt lllmc might regard as rather raw ••nriricism and, aloo, by dnwing ,. 
opirotion <>ne< agaon frnm i~J jeffer>onian vi><W oltbc good life. lu will 
empiricalooslaughi,ibcTaski-'on:r,gc~~erato:dgloomyforccaoll from a I""" 
sibly ocoktti~ely C<~npikd record of past hilures ol tncentive-aidcd pro;a;.. 
a.adclnon-fulfilmemolupeeuuom intbc rcalmolemployrncnt crc.atio:& 
But what fCally surta.in< the Task For« in iu atud upon inc.tntivemans.bip 
is iu cver-psescnt Jcffeswnianism. The,. .. ..,, ina:nti•·c l<ho:mcs, !be Till: 

Forcedw-gu, ahbougb 1101 wholly neglectful ol ibclle:Cdi ol the Uuk tDA 
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~rally uiloml f"' the big fdlo,.... entia of the T2Sic F00<c lu'l' a!rady 
~on this one. If there is to be a .hilt in diruti<Jn in aid programma 
--ardlinlcmrnandlinlcrlaa:s,tl>etndruuholsudlrnlloation,t.bao:: 
<ritio.:sinmt,w•llbenoo.gro"'"'"'c~coohrinh~in tlocp...,incc'Jaggttg:W: 
w baoe. Would rhir be J"'blable to the. Task FOI'te if at r.hc urrw: timt iu 
propcxd JOCioJ.devdop,..,nt progr.unma...: going to add mightily to the 
provincial g<.>"trnmtn!'r ootlayol Members of the Ta•k Force would no 
doulK ooumcr, as we ohaU presently Ste, that r.hcir progranuna will do no 
ollCbthing. 

To get l»d< to the brunt of the Task Force'• atuck on the ~rUI 
"'f'"W ol growthnuruhip, the Task Fortt, mustering all iu deb~ting poinu 
.OOiucoo•·id:ioru, rdiet in thc.eno:lupon iu diobclief in d:oc pl'l'>misa of the 
zrowthmm ond upon iu conunitmcou to • parlicular •alliC •ystcm. Ealnomic 
growth Khancs rcoting upon grov.lh.poinlltl'2U1J' aod upon I)"Sttms oi ln. 
<mli•-n b cnmpn:nwrial docisioo makcn will !.ail to deliver the goods in 
tlx N:tu.n: as thq luvc faUcd in tht: fWL But it i11l0l mc:rdy th.n the urious 
iDdusttW de>·elopment Khcma lu~c fa.kd to ddi•er, in rnon: ohund=r. 
la.lt.ion, -terial gwd. for thoK 1-..,.t down: far more importantly, and far 
""'"'dcicu:rioully,luchscbcma bring in their wake "a oubsu.ntial JU.tortiol:t 
ri IOcial valucoH. TI!il comes fwm p:.ge one of the Report. ln OliC form,.. 
mcd>er,itn:appeanonpucticallyc•·cryoilicrp~. 

To turn for the. morncntfrom this nottofopiriu.al failure to thu of 
... rthtyfailun:once ag~in,theTask Force, luving made iupointthatconvrn. 
Don.! aOO noc~•entiOflal growthm~nship h..s failed w close the New 
Br.uuwick-Canada g~p in living atandards, gun much. further and in<i.U, in 
I)U J'I'IOfe peuimiSiic •·cin, that prchably no tc.ooOfl\ic dc•·dnpmrot can do 
lbia; 10 Wt New Btun1wick will remain wiih its cootinuing condition rl 
rdw.Y<:~undcrdc•clopmrnt.Fcdcr:Uan<.llllherplannc:o-sohouklthere­
fon: mx.goitt thi•, ohould cca>c pulling 0111 the ~tops on inanti•cHo-tndumy 
and like Khcmc&, should oea><: dreaming tt...t further invattr~Cnt in new in. 
duwialpWnwillllf'tl{inMiybroadcnNcwHruruwick'•cconomicb.saand 
ohould,in~dhen:mightcomcaourpriscfOI'thoscwhowould<:llpcct 
1111 im>.ginati•·c leotp in the cbrk at thi• juru:turc-dc•i5C .chernes for 'more 
oqu.U'cq11.1liutioo grant! from the fcdenl govcrnnscnt and more fa•·ourable 
a;,o~..!w-ing arrangmocnu in the •phcrc of .<orial·wdfa.., pr<'lgramm<Z. 

l.lutto "'turn now to the (partially) cdenial: whate•cr ooc nuy think 
olllilthilandhcrwe•·nun""f'hi<tiC>tcdoncmayholdthevariowdclwing 
paillu.rithcTaak Fora: to be, ooc: must also runin<.lonCJClf that the T2Sic 
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Force is •·cry much parti prit oo the undcrlyi~g i"u"' here, inoi>ting u i1 
innri.blydcathot misguickd 'do•"ciop.....,nt'dfortsol thefl'St ha•"- r<Sulted 
ingreo.t<Ocia!nttdsgoingunmet;outhattoarg~,assomecritiaofthis 

""!lCICI of the T:o>k Foru't Report bnc don., tb:rt new a:~~Htwing and simiW 
dc::ll•witbthefMcralj;O'"'"'"""'"illonlyincuranad<kdmusurcofrich­
provin<:~ backl:~>h, don seem to be irrcle-·am. A~d. ol course, equally betide 
the pWu would it be to "'f· :as oo:her ailics b:n"C done, th.a1 the burden of the 
Task FO!'C"''• lmH is on the ~<•·cl ol conviction. 

Given, then, the T:uk Force's ron•·inions ~nd the po~ition it tU<:. in 
it~ colloquy with the =:Jfl<llllic: growttun.n,iu linolobjec~ivcs and priorities 
for aaion in the ~olm ol "Jocial devdc>pmem" 1hould scar«ly come ~~ a aur­
pri~. Ht:adingthclistoflho:lc:prioriti<sis thebusinotoflookingaftn'thc 
boalicnttdolthok=whoan:dcpri•M;tbcba,;cnecdJ.thatiJ,~taddupto 

a modicum (0\tt defin~d with any quJntitotivc pm:i•ion) of emplorment ..,. 
curi~Y and income ta;Urity, and a modicum ol pbysinl de«:oq (:al«~ 1101 de· 
fiMd "·ith any qw.ntito.ti•·c p .. cision) in one's dwdliog. Thu1, like the 
growthmen, the membe" of tltc Ta•k Foott, too, h:>•·e tlw:ir employment ob­
j..ni•.,,a!hrit,oron: ag:.in, butaprropri;atcly, ru>t '"'"1' precise ones. The 00-
jccti•·c he .. is lim)'ly comp~ucd imo on injunction {p 3): ~the righu of tbe 
!"'twnincludctherighttowork". (ltmi)lhtalsobeootMthactbep"'f"""h 
olthcTJ•k Force for state in•·ni•'CfT!Cnt in imprt>Ving the phylicol environ­
mrnt h3vc an employment ol~ective IU well as on cn.-ironmo:nt~l objwi•c.) 
Income SttUritv n an Wj«ti•-f!----11rup<llall39 calls fO<r aguarantrtd annual 
iocome-me:mo, among other thing., acceptance of wdfarc as o pr=m fiJ<"I 
of life (bo.1t not itJ a=ptan«, idrol<lgic:olly, ,.. a u:lk'f of ~fe). Employable 
wdfarc reciricntJ an: IQ be gi•·cn the: option of working oo lOCially mdul, 
publicly-funded proje.:u that should include, typic.tlly, 1uch things~· impi'O\"C­
ments in tbe physic.al cnvironnxnt, ~.ally the howing rompo<ICill of tbio 
u.vironmem, ro;ub, p•rks and •imilar public amc:niti.,. Moreov<r, ,.-dfare 
r«ipicntl who obtain sucll employment, or anpl~·mcnt in the private K'CtOr 

for that nutter, should h:we their wdbre entitloment redu=l by ooly 50 I"'" 
cent uf their earning•. up to some muimum tofal income, at .,·bich point wel­
fare P")ltlCnll will of cou...: ~- (This, in shon, iJ tit, Task Fora'a •·cni001 
olthc:,.,gativcincomc:tu.) As totbedirc.:tion of lobourto publicly-funded 
proje<;~s, there should be ablolutely norno:rcion. Wdfare r«iJ>ients lhoo.kl 
be giwm tit, option ol choooing to ~main on welfare. Thi1 iJ, however, man\ 
10 be: a con•trained optir>n bc:cau~, first of all, the Task Fora propw;s tha 
pc~• tmpln)·al on ptJb~c projeru a .. m rctti•c a higher rate ol rcmuntrt· 
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rioD than lho6o! on welf~re, ~00. sw:>ndly, there il, or~ to be, in the Task 
F~ne"o tboughu on the nwt~. "" implicit though hU~m~niud •crsion ol the 
-=riool ~ksu:ligobihty~ prirtcipk: of N..uau Senior"• reformod English Poor 

Low. Now. although the ncal for wrlbr~ i1 rm>goizc:d by the Task F""" as 

cneolthc:currcntfactooflifc,slKhm;ogni<ioniol>(llgi•·eninanyopirito! 
.aignabon: for riot obj«tivc of ;my welfare. progr3mmc mull be more thn 
,...rely an income obj«tive. Wrlf;m IHU<t ha•e within it the Stttls of its own 
dtr.truaioo (a• a u:~y of life): rh~ dai<kratum of a "·dfan: S<:ht:tne mun be 
the opportunity tocscapethc cun<: olcotwcntiona] wclbrcism-th.:uis,once 
,og.ain.welfamsmasalifc")"lcorl<ateofmindintherecipicm. ""l"Mfocil 
point for innouti•~ thinl.:ing in the "~)fare aru ffiU$t thercf~ he rclubilita­
tioot-tpectliaoUy,ao:lc.:p«alcdpsydlologica.ln:habiittationtltat""illl>(llon]y 
pmptl m;ip;enu to the l.:w.r rn:ucrial thing< ol life but "ill aauaUy make 
tltcm fccl that they arc on the imide, nDl the oouidc, of fOfllt;l.hing alkd oo­
cicty. Unlortuna~ly,b.rcasd..-..hcrc, tht,Task Fom: i1long on objeai•u 
lout r.bon on :analy•" ~nd op:rarionalisrn. ,., that thc:ir ~Each l"'rson h2o the 
rigbloo,.~r.hathisinna~gifu;rnd:abiliticswill bcfullydcvelopcdand 
d.aru1clled intotho:ir moot me:~ningful u>e"' (p. 3) mlbt rcm:~in, for thctitne 
btingotkast,a1logan. 

0<\physica.lerwironn><:nt, the Ta•k Force uyo all tb.e right thing>, but 
IDCI"Ci!ully dc311 mhor perfunctto<ily with the concern! of armcb~ir environ· 
llltlltalisu. •~d ..,.."·a its hcavi~t artillery,"' rcgardsph)·•ic•l enviromnc.nt, 
!or • lwd pounding oo the housing front (often ncglcded by the: umchair 
crt1·itonment.:llim); although here too the: Task Force is •p•ring with an•lyois 
uddcuilcdptOf!OUII. Thclurdhanuncring~ho\.·tler,bringintoour 

~ncu the fact th.ot ;u; of IQ66 ah<>ut H pcr ~n1 uf New llrun<wid:'• 
p<Jp11bcion Wllf hing in d .. ~Uin~ cithcr IO(;tJl\ unfit for hum:~n lubiutioo 
..-if "fR" then ch>.ractctiw.l hy ace.<<i•·e ""ercrowdinjl:. arwl to remind us, 
taa, rJ the Wmdul inadequacies cl CMHC programmes gc.:uul as they an; 
ill xtualay, to ~non.]o.,.."" in<:Ornc group!;. :rnd,lin.Uly, bus ourcly moot d:amn-­
iaJ:oiall,oithecontributory role that b.r.dhow.ing must play in thcochool 
dropcutltOr)'. 

Tomcn!ionlj~:3in briefly th< kind of priority fur action chot emerged 

ill the T:~<l.: Fto<tc"l t,-.,atmcnt of wdf•rc: this priority 1prings from an ID. 
hom:II(C of the. bricb-~nd-mortar •wroach 1t> the bu•i11w of clcvoting m•n· 
kiDdiOCi>.lly,cronomico.lly 211d spiritually and"~ 1« it animating the: Task 
Forct in the great and pcrsincnt mcss dut the Task Fom: place. upoo wuc. 
!1nl d>art~ in airung to<ganiutioo, and attitudina! change, u instrumenu 
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olsoci:al:undioraU<>O. lle:a.lth.educ:~.tion and wdbre (in U.., namrw sens.c:) 
providr:eoormOO$kXJ!le, U.., Task Force contends, fw rq.bcing U.., Mthing 
c:om.plcx" with a "pcopk romplox". 

Finally, :unoog the lq nbjttti¥.,. or prioriti.,. cri the TO>k l'orn: arc 
those that :odd up to the alr.:ady rclcrmlro ~panicip:otion". We might coo­
v~niently iuboumo th<: varint11 p"'f''"-'-ls the T .. k Fore" h:u un<kr this bud 
un&:r t.l~e rubric 'locJJ mvoh-.:Tn(nt' through <:r.m-legisbti•-.: •trutturn.. (Ac. 

tu•lly, 'reducing thepolittc~l p<m-.:rbs!\Qil rlthe poor' ntight be a more apt 
W.:l fot- this p:uticulu goal) The objtttivc here;, ll<l'l only incrusrd pu· 
ticipiDouindcrisi<><Htukingpn>u,inthcpoLcyofWrc,butincrc:ucdxcca 

to inform:.tion--ihc si~~ qrla ~o" for dtc iue«$S{ul working cl utr.~-kgillative 
participamry daitt<. If tht ai1ting muno for the P""'C)'ilh"" cl information 
arc found "·aming. the pri•·>tc me:uto li'C Karcdy any bnu:r. Thus, U.. TNk 
l'o:><tt rcmarko, somewhat laronico.lly. th>t it w:u able to find "little interpret· 

>ti•·ccom!Dtllt !on itopublic~arings]" (p.lli) in the privatema:lia;b..r 
thereby hangsan<d,.,rtak,:alrrody told, in part, by tlw: IJavq Commistioo. 

To the Task Foro.', escape from the bricks-and.morur >Pf'rooad! tD 

50cial <kvdoprncnt. or from the Mttung" compla in gntct2!, and cmpham ill­
m:aduponottucturalandanitndinalchangc,allobavcthcirpayoffintbt 

nam:no-Jy finanoallen't; in rk "'"""· th.u is, of a &o>fw-.ed im~o, rompaml 
tu that of bri<h onJ mortar. upon :ut already O>'crb.udcned pr<WnKial go"ftt'l­

ment. lo•h.on, and nodoubtanticipotinllab'<l<l<ldcalofdollor-centredcritica! 

comment. the Task F<>f'N nuintai111 that ito pmponls for .aion will noo: add 
honcndCJI"IY to ~ prll'·incial ~0\·crnmeM'• financiol burden, will 110(, IQ b. 
more •prcific. rt>uh in a t:re:uly incrcHCd social-&.·akad..:2pital plus wellout 
load. !loa this 'Fortta<t" include tk bowing c.omf"''""nt of the Task Fom'r 
:acrioo p;och~~ But hctc, too, the Task Force faih tu prll'iJc aplonat'"'l' 

<ktail. 

A roth...-strange addendum to oll this--mJ~ so mangc.pc:rhapo, wbe. 
one rcaliut that it io me"'lv another nomple nf the Task Forte's r<'aOion to 

~oithtq>is<Nkointhc(notalwapgloriouo)hi.-toryofgr:uthli<W 

Khe,..,. to the prh·atc scctor--is prm·ided h)· a clarion call fOf more rdiaM 
upootm~tccntcrprix.hut,f""'wn.ilily.pri•<~tccntcrpris.c:ofthcrallyrugj:!d 

•·aricty. os ~the priml')' motivating fom: for NO!IOI'I'Iic dc""loft"""nt io ou 
prrwina:.H (p. 167) &ill, th<: 1.t>te ill rtl)l to wither away. Ootright grlllll 

rothcpriva!CJ«tordooj>p'arto!xoounten:t.ttttdby thcTaok For= S. 
at the N.mc tirrte, the Ta.k Force hasten• to odd-in • rather ~Tt<:n e.plici 
ncdinthcdmctionofoon-witbering-ochgrant.!sbou.ldcarry:utcquit:)-
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pnMsion, a11d loans and Jo.n gwrantca ohookl ~~ txke..l onto !hem a pro. 
.;.;., for go.wernment rq>rn<nt~tioo oo bw.rd$ Q{ dim:ton. 1-ioweYer, to 

po:« 1 rather u~ly rhetorico.l <Juestion, an 'n:<1Uy ruggtd' pri•ate enter­
P'~ be found among 'onccn<iYc ocehrs'! Aud (pc:rhlpo rqu<1Uy rt.:'lorical), 
wh;u .bwt the (plann~l) size di"ribution cl thotc: who""""'!;<' to reach 
tho: rt«i,·ing lind Orw: ~ thought all •long that, ideally, this should be 
'Jdfcnonian' in char-.o.cter. Is aid to be <lirrctro-in what would be an uu­
a.>n.ciousid~ic.Jn:,·crul-luthcgrcataowdlaothcn<lt-1<>-gn:atl 

Whatan:the:ldminiSlrativcrC<juin:menuandap("'ratusesthatlhcTask 
Fora:cnvi~forgctting~r:~ti<>nalwithiugr»ls,wuhiuprlotitiafor 
IIX'io:>«onorn' action' A 11<-w <kpartrncm Q{ I<IC~ OO·dopm.:nt 
~ I""'J"lKd for the impl.menUlioo Q{ all t~ programmc.'l, and bits and 
piro:oQ{programmd,thouan:curKntlytheadminUtra<ivcresporuibilityQ{a 
•arictf Q{ provincill ckparunenu and agencia in New llrun~wi<:k tlw ha•~ 
tht atljctti•·c ~«<OOmic" in their titk. Similarly, in the welfare and oocial 
tuYi.o. f~eld: a new and in~grativc department Q{ communuy ""'"'ica ;, pro­
pt'l(<l th:u: will anign a con>idcnbly ~p;;mkd role to dx OOIIIIKlling COOl­
pmtntolthetotal miKQ{iuactivitict. Re;poruibility foremrloyablewclbn: 
r«ipi<nu will be tr:~n•fmcd to tlx pr<lp<>'<XI <kpanmcnt of <ocio.«onomic 
dowkij>mCnt. The noo.cmpk>yablcs will =rivc thcor cmolum.:nu from a 
oyptic~nding agency merely dcsc:ribed., "as oppropriau ccmr:~l occoonting 
....:tiM within the provinciol &'"'crnmc:nt." (p. !75) And, the: (then) aist­
ingO.pottm.:ntolWolfan:wi!lhepbascdout. 

Alsoulimponaoo: is tl>r: prop<:>oal f~ full rtgoonali:ution of gov.:rn­
"""'ta::l\iCC:Sontb.:hasisQ{auniformsc:tQ{n:gionalbf.undaricsfortl>cse 
JO:nit:a, FiYc •uthn:g.ort~ an:p"'f""Cd,andthe~ioni•tobroxnctlt~ unit 
for tl.o: pl:tnning and admininr:uion of oll ooci>.l and «Mnmic progr:~mma. 
L:nl dcmotracy--panicipotion and local invol.-.::mcnt-will be c:o~m:l to by 
lb. cmblishment of n:gional development councib, bodiel uprenly de.igi>Cd 
forbringinl! tbe local popuJ.cc intuth.t ta<k of idc:ntif}ing socio.«<OOmic: 
....U.andofev:oluatinl!'l""''!'""'""'~· Tbc::o.imhc:rtisn(llon]ylocalinvoiYc­
mcntbuttl>r:integrationofprogr:un~. 

Tlw:n:iladmincdl)·~g=tdeal<>fhoxglli'lpdling in theRcpouofthe 
Ta.kForce,hutthc:reisa!ll)on~hundan"'ofhighlydo!,"'"'tibk:foodforsccond 
thooght for the pc~icy men of tk country, especially thooc among them who 
-trowthpointi•m asi<lc--.1" not loo!< beyond the mon: •implinie kind of 
Kty~~t:~i;an. agg~~rivc ntO<kl. The New l.cft in tlx Uni~d Suta, in iu 
crititalauacb agaitUt variou<oftbc.biccs in th.t Eual~ishmcnfl (one wir=s 



at the clicht, hw one h.:a< tCJ u<e it!) ~rmoury of courucr-cydi.c.al and anti· 

P"''tftJ ....,apon., tm~s out that hc:Math thooc Keyn ... ian asgrcg>~a there an: 
pc:opk. To thi•, ~ ~· ~mp1rd to add the fOfi'IOwhar le:.• d>rill cry th:u be­
Math these umc aggregate. there arc oonc~ttn~tiom of intcrdcp<'ndcnt c:«>­

oomie and soci.o.\ rdatioru that cannot rc.3Uy b. pUnned or optimal!y r<:· 

urangedbrn:lyingsoldyuponthoe~c:on>'C'n<ionalolKcynesi:ontoob:. 

~whoha•·cde>elujiCdthegrowth-pointcootept.ha>·c,inaway,rapondcd 

tothi1"ku •hrill"cry. Ccrtainly,1hcy ha,·c gone br beyond (or, rather, he­
nc;ath) the: sUnpkr ton oi aggreg~ti•c model and have identified and aplorc<l 
l:cyrda.tioiUhipsonloY.ttJc;.·clloiaggn:gation,:ltld---inthuthq-an:hardly 

eu:qxional-lhq- lu>c 'ukcn a pooition' u to the wdlspnng> oi W>nOmic 
dcvdol'mcnt. Th mcmber1 ol 1hc: Tuk FOf«, too, have prnbc<l bc!l<'ath 

1heaggregata. Hut, although they ue much lcs1 suphislicatctl than any of 
Kcynoians or thc growlh-point fiCC'Pk. and Ill' fuo- the 111011 part 1tranger1 

ll>r<:tUy rigon-M an:dysi., they ha~ quatinned the r:ondwinm and poli<y 
impliatioru olgrowth-«ntn: oricnttd analy>i., and iu>c, with :admintd!y 

'''""'Y IUppMling empiric..\ "'l'>rk, offered policy ~lternativesto growthpoint 
i>m. On. •hould MC blind ~If to th..., ahcrn:oti>a u ~IJ of p<>ttnti:d 
o.tudy, Who lllOW$-IhJO for the: growth-point men---the rea:>mmeru,btioru 

ol the Tuk Force may eventually C\'tn emerge as suppkmems to, r.~thcr thall 

alternatives to, growth-«ntrc proposabl Or, to I'"' it a trifk: le:.• di•p.>uion­
atdy: does the l\'ew \lrumwiek T:u\:: Foro: on Social Devc\of'mcnt, with its 
~d>Oing---()CUSionally 1o1hc po;m oiacnsive int>IX1'ncc--of RU$kin's dcfiam 

"The~ u no ..-c.3hh but lifd~, hdp tCJ illuminate the "~1 for "'oukl-be di• 
aggn:gatonl With$0mt.mi•givinl!', ""'would suggcstthat itd""'. 

l.Onc.bouldodol,~,thatthcoeportinrlorbc:ll,orrJlhnthcU.r.crpma­
tion r.ithcm bythtT:ukl'orcc, No already b.... qun<IOI>al by uiuts who 
in•iot !hat the failure of the ~rowth-po!... roocept of AROA and FRED lor tbo: 
northcutcrn J>lrl of the pr<win<~ oflould n01 be <itcd •• • ~r<><Jnd for negating 
the """""' Jt"""1h-pomu a>n«p<, bcuuoc S..mt John and Monaon Wtll bt 
<O<tiido-ablyrnoreatttacli••••placcooirnidcn<cth..n,."'relbthur>tonddtc 
ochc-rlot.alcooitltecarli<rgr<M-th-polcootntt<JY. But,OilC'Cagain,bowwil 

~~~'fn' ~~~~~001\l':t"',h.ick=;',7~ed''~;"l' aua-regioool 


