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THE NECESSITY TO CONFORM: BRITISH JI NGOISM 

IN TIIC FIRST WORLD WAR 

For D. 11. L:~wr<:~<e, d-.: cmotivn~l f~r\'0\tr g~<>erated by the: FiDt 
Workl War_.. .. dcotructi,-c l>e<:auoe it ~ult<"<i in the •ubmet~ion of the in­

di-idu.al in the rn~u. Mun men""'"' un~bk to r<:ta.n Wir di.cinct i<kntiucs, 
~ir imlefl<'ndcm mind., he:/.,.., ~omlangl.t ,(group opinion. In 1h<: 
~Nightlmlr<:'' chapter of K~~gu-oo, Lawr<:n« chorxtcri= W prc•~iling 

:mrgnn as a •,-.. ,.mob "Pirit"'' and d"'"" ~ dr:un:uic piclur<: of its (IO"''tr to 

consutnc the 1ingkman: 

The~blt,terrihlc\O'Of\\'OI!Ndcoof.arlulh«aul<-~<r)'nuonlosthi,own 

=tainty, hi• ..,..n nuonly ioobtion in hi, -~~ int~rity, .mi<h k<qJO him .-eat. 
Practioallycnrym>~ t..ing<><>Jill>w:lj"lromhimoelf,:u in IOn><: horrible flood, 
un>L!ctolpc>.k 0< fttl for hin1$Clf,oc to <l>.lld on his own fed, ddi•·..-ed over 
.tld...-irbng,intbtcurrrot,ouffocattdfortht<in-..:b.ing.(216) 

Tha failure to k""p tht pcnon~l self im.ct " rc:r.d!ly ~pf»r<:nt in the lack of 
indcprndent thinking ~bout the waroo the p<m rl rn,.t Briti•h imelle<.tw.lo. 
As Robcn ko.s '"AAOts ln n~ Wwgi<l~ Re~Jo/1, ""'u brought to m:.ny men 

of ltttcn tho: rK«Uity ID conform ID majority opiniDn$, ••en to r<:fl«t those 
opininn1 to 1 degree which moot of them would h~•·c Knr~! in peacetime~.• 

10e majority opinion w:a f~erccly pro-war. Hcrtnnd RU>XU, in Por­
rr~irs F...,., Mnt~ory, rtlatCS llis di~<O">·~ry tl!at ~the a•·~uge m~n and woman 
\\ut dc~ghtcd ~t tht prospect of war~,• ~nd in tbc >«<nd •·olumc of his 
A~mbrop-gplty adds tlu< "the anticip.otioo of am~gc w:a dcligluful to ninecy 
por «nt ol the pnpul~tioo".' Russcll ckarl)· ~eals how such an anitudc was 

b.ucdon an ~motional r:>th« than a miooal rr:sporue to the occ:uiort. In a 



k:ttcr l"'hli>hcd in the N~tio~ on Augmt 15,1914, he aptly indicate> the t>n· 

leashing of what La"~""" calls in K"ngaroo, ""a Vt>rtcx of broken pasoions, 

lust:<, hopes, fars and horror'" (224). Russdl writ<'" 

r\ monthagoEuropewasapea<cfulcomityof nations; if an Eogli!hnun killed 
> Gcrmon, he w.>s honged. 1\"ow, if on Engli>htruu kills • Gtr"""'• or if • 
German kills an F..nglishman, he i< • potriot, who lw dcO<f'o"Cd wdl Q[ hio 
t-oontry. Wc1<.1ntbcncw•P"r<"withgretclycyC>forncW<ofslJ.Ughtco,and 
r<"joi<c whrn we read of innocent young men, blindly oh«licnt to the wood of 
mrnm.ond , nmwn down in tb"""'-nd! by the machine-gum of LiC~. "!bo.c who 
>aw th<: l.onclnn<rowdsduting tloc night> kadingup tothcDedaratio<t o{War 

>aw a whole popobtion, hitherto pe:a<calllc and humat><, precipitated in o few 
d•y• down the ot«p olope of primiti,·c Nrhati>m. letting \0011<", in a moment, 
thcinllinct>of hotted and blood lustagoinst whid• the whole fabrH: of society 
hadbet:!tra~. (Autobiograp~)·, 4 l) 

The writer> who adopr.d the prc,·alcnt anitu<k towa rds the war wcrc 
•wept up in owaveofunrcason. They were to be !ound, as Gcorge Bernard 

Show""-'"' in the pr~facc to H~arrbr~dk Hou<t'. ~glorifying gr<>tc«jucly in W 
licence suddenly afforded to""' ,- iht pasoions and mo:st abject tcrron".• 

lnd.-.d, Ly rcfka ing the irrationality of the Hmob spirit"', they cnwuraged 
and fed further cmOlionalism and prejudice. For r~awning that is an •~J>r<:O 
sion of passion such a• war-fervour rather than ot a <ritic~l i~ttclligena: is 
nt=arily biased. As Russc\1 <~plait" in ""Some Psy~holo>,-i~al Diffi~ultia of 
Pacifism in Wartime"", one of a wllcction of anti-war e-ssays in w~ Did Net 
Fight, ~in ti~J~e> of excitement simple viem find a hearing more readily than 
those tllitt are •ufficieotly wmplc~ to ba,·c a chat!cc of being true'".• Spc.ak-

illg of inrdkaual rc>ponsc to the he "" to <ay, ""crude mora l cat-
egories mchas 'virtuum' and who, atm<>!-l times 

Suching•mtomness 
of thinking;, nOl uncxp«t<d in K ipling, vr in Cltaterton and his 
brodtcr C.cil, but it is more curiou< to di.w,·cr Henry Jamcs, Ford Madox 

}'..,..d, an<l Arnold Bennett responding to the war in <tl<h uniformly-held 
•impli!!ic t<rtru. All these writers appc:ar to ha>·c cKhewcd any resp<m<ihlc 

:uulysisofthe Europeancooflict,prcfcrringtoadvanccmoral judgernenath:u 
were dcfinitdy onc-!ided. Sirnibrly, H. G. Wells. although his dcfcto<c of 

Briri<h jingoisrn was rnorc""Phioticat~d. arg""d fmm a no[.,, imllional bias. 

Nor wo~ tho intellectual> who adnpte<l an anti-war po<ition necessarily 
more indopcndentund les• em<~iooal in their pacifist stan<c than the jingoim. 

ltio•ignificanttofind Russclladmitting,in thccss:tyalready mentioned, that 
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a "berd-innind' (330) condition...:! much ~nti-war ...,O>OO.ing. Like the su~ 
porter:softhcw:u,thepacifi>ualwfoundirneces>arytose<:l<thecomfortof 

lhcgroop. Morro>·er,Russcll accuscsthro>ofasimiiMnaiveryof thouglu. 

In a ktttr to Colettc Mallcwn in 1916, be r.likd ogainst "tho: f"'<ifisu who l.:""p 

on ••ying human nature is e>oentially gooxl in spite of all proof to the con· 

trary".' (Autobiograp~y, 54) 

If the majority of pacifist< ar>d jingoi<U alike were thU< driven by a 

delirt for <:<>nformity which led them to espou .. black and white moral judge­

ment>, ooe might well wonder whether there were any thinhr:s in England 

during the war who were able to maintain both th<-ir indi>·idual iotcgrity and 

a critical awareness o! tJ.., complexity of the issnc:s involved. That tlterc were 

afewise•·inct:dbythe figuraalrcadymentioned: Lawrence, Shaw, and Rus· 

sell, \Vkn we turnine the literature wriLLtn on the w~r, th...e authors sund 

oot .. cxpon<:ntsofar.tionalre>pornctotkcri•iswhichengendcredsornuc1 

hy,eriainthcirfcllows. There was actually little in common in the position• 

thty upheld during the war. Shaw wM a onpporttr oft).., war, ad•·oc:uing 

mrnpuliQT)' military ser>·ice; RuMdl was a pacifist impriSOfled !Gr his anti 

militari>t viewo; and Law,.,nce took no public stance, prtl<::rring to iwl•t~ 

hii!U'Oif emircly from politics. What they did sh;,,., w"" the refusal to sur. 
render their in<kpendencc ofthoogltt hdc-.cetheprt:~<t"eof m~jority opinion. 

Mc>reMer, the mength of will that allowed them to stand aoidc from the ma" 

wohkdthemto,..,taiuaperspecti,·tontheconflioandthercbywrr:>ettothe 

ioout:S at •ta~~ r>tionally and with hnmanc decency. How uduous a t:to~ thi• 
~isattcotcdmbyRu,.dl: 

The gtal<>t dilfirulty w~• the pmdy psychological ono of raisting m.:t,. sug· 
gestioo, of wloith the f<>rco berom<O terrific wh= the whok tution is in ~ ;t>tc. 

olviokotcollccti•·ecxcitmt=L A.trnuchcffortw .. r«Juir..dtoavoidsh.:tring 
thiscJCitcmcnta• woo\d ha,•e !><= n«tl<tl to ot>nd out ag:timt the extreme of 
hungcrDrocxna\ !""ion, an<! there woo tbc .. mcf<dingof >,'<>ing •g~in" inotinct. 
(w~ DjJ Not Fig M, 329.) 

Moot intdltctuals, like """'' men, ga>·e way. 

SupportcnofDrit>in'sintor>·ention in what was originally a continental 

... ..,. fdt it n= .. arr to whitew""l' the militarism of England and hc:r Allieo 

md to p:.int Germ.,n 'ggraoion in the darl.:en possihl~ colours. As Harold 

La..wellcxplains in Propaga~da 'fuhni'{M i~ th~ War/d War, 

Sog~tucthc psychological r<>istanccs to war in modem natioru tbatovcry 

"""'muotappcartobcawarofdefen.o:agaimtamenacing,rnurder""-'aggr....,.-. 



There must be no ~mbiguity obout whom tM public is to hate. 
noo: be due to a worldS)'>I<m ol C<llldU<tiag interru•ioNiolf•ul, not to U.. 
ai>Jpidityor male-lllenceoloUgov.,.ninJI clo.soco but totlw: r•po•ity oltbc eo<"'J'. 
Guilt ond l"ildco....,.. must be.........! geographically, and &lithe guilt"'"" 
bconthcot.heroi&:oltlw:fs...,ticr.• 

Come<jucntly, W conf~ct ~>.t,.,~n Dritoin and Gtnnany and their 
rapecti,·c Allia ,.,.,.. commonly occn in terms of tM >irnple dichotomy ad. 
wurtaf by bncl7.ooBgWIU in 1"M IV01r /cw rife World (1916) :u ~the elemental 
clnholGood and EYil"'! ThiSJW<tapooinon wu prQcntcd in s•mibr termo 

by FredcrK I brriooo in Tlfr Grrma~ Pcnl (191~). whore h. deocribcd the 
w:r.rosbcingbet~B"U1cnatiunscng•gcdinafightforlifcon~onc•irlc 

and in Hymns for Hate 011 the other".'" lluv.·c>cr, the most chilling corn· 

IWiooo w:u tru>dc by Rudprd K>pling. In ~ ktter publi~ in tho: Mcwtwrr 
Pl)tt tn 1915, Kipling conftdc:Btlf decbs-ctJ: "IIO"'"C\'Cr the "'"'Jd pn:tcnds TO 
di~idc ir..::lf, theK arc only two diusion1 m il~e worW wdloy-humur beings 
and Gcrm:uu~. 

it is surprising th.><. 1'1\061 writers while coodcmBiug Germany's imperial· 
ist.S.,.ignsfcltitun~toolfcranyjwttfKlltionlorBriuin'•<n~·np:ut 

tcrrirorilla~ruion. limo.-n·er,bng"·i!ldottofftrthc:Htoundmgougg...tioo 
th.at~:uthe~k'stoilachiC,aiu•pknduurswithoutpigment,sollritO>n 

h,. achic1cd her Empin: wothwt impcri•lism. Ahs.cm mintlcdly she h., :ae­
quited a fifth ol the globe". (l'h~ w.., jor rh~ w.,./d, 106). A far g•W•r 
problem was that ol r:~.tiooa!i1.ing Bsitain·s alh~ with Russia, a n~tioo ck:uly 
Kp=ertting a rnooarchinl and mrlita<y absolumm. Con.oq....,ntly, we ftnd 
H. G. Wdla, m tho: N~flon, on Augmt 22, 1914, attempting to •=u•c ill< 
Britishpcople:uto~incffecti,·cn~ofRussianombitions: 

F..t.g!i.b fl<Oillc i<ru~ginc Rwsis to be more purpoodul thanoheis,morc cott• 
ccntn<cd, more tnimi<:al to Wcmrn CiYiiU.tion. • • They im>gU.C tb:at the 
IIl:rnCDdout ~nifK.O.tion of St>tc at>d the rutional pride and ombuj,on .. bich h:as 
made tb., Gtrman Empi«: at last unoui'J'Ofl-"blc, may pr<tfntly be rq><atcd 
uron on altogrthc:rmorc g'gontic ocalc, that Pan.SI .. ism w11l rake the place of 
Pan-Gcrm.onism as the ruling "&!i"'"ion oi the worW. This 11 a drrad due, I 
am con•inccd, 10 funduncntol mi"""""qxioru and ha<ty potalklisnu.. R1111ia 
•.. is incor-blc oi that uerneadous unifica.-. 

G. K. Olestcnon, in The Barh..rirm of &r/,, (1914), i• more con«:rncd to 

redeem the chor.octcr cl the Ruuian pwplc. Incredibly, he fin<!. vinuc in 
thcfac.tth.atwhilctbcRU$1iam"floggcdtxhot.hcr!ikehubariatu,th.yca11cd 
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ad! uthu by their CbriRian na......,"." He contin""" his pathcticall~ n~vc 

argumcm~ fullows: 

At tbtir wuut, tb<y [th~ Ku»iano] moin(J all the bat uf a rud~ ooci<ty. At 
th.:ic bat, lh<y ••~ oimply gocod lol.~ pi child= or good nunl. But "' 
Pnwia,aU that iobal intho:<i•ili>olltnll<i'Un<ryllputa< thclalt<C olallthat 
iowonttntboborboricmind. llorcagal.lltho:Pru.,LUtlu.ot>Oa«idtnlal.....,tll, 
tt<m<of~l...:kywn;i,.Js,""""ofthoocbturcpcttUt:t<D,Whi<h"'-'kcup 
tbo .. t<hWOik glory of R.....ia. H«<o all iJ oluqxocd to a poont and potntcd 
IOOf>U<..-,andtlu.tpuriJ<IO',tfwordoando<uho•-.:anJ manmgat ol~iJ !he 
<ktlnl<:tH>n of ~brny throoghwt the "''l<IJ. {79) 

Clclrly, bolh Wdil' atu.l Cheote<'IOn's <kfcn« uf Rmsia dql(n<.b on a 
wmpltikllt with and a condemnation of c;.,rmany. Ch .. tcnoo's dtnge that 

Ptuut.:t h..d i}ll•nmiolly pr<parcJ 10 o.i<:!;!toy other na\1001 wu a p<lflulu 

oomcntt<>ll ~m<>ng Englishmen. Addre»ing the House of Commoll' in 1917, 
the Prime Mtnisler, Uoyd C"'-"'~· doec~rl<d: "We a.-. fighting 10 dde.at the 
moot dangerous cun•pi~ ever ploo:tW agatn'l U.. M•:ny of natiuru, nrdully, 
okiUfuUy, cbndcstincly pbnned in C\"Cty detail with ruthlas, cynical deter· 
minaloun".11 1l>c fallatioustiCSI o( thi1 ~rtion w·as admmed by Lloyd 

Gwrgc after t.!~ war. In 1920, be 1Uttcd: 

Thmorc~readsmomm .. andbookowtilloninthe•·ariuw<outonicaofwhot 
hal'l"',.,j Wore Augu" l, 19!-1, the m<><e ortcrcalizu that <>UUIIC at the hc:r.d 
ol. a!lain qutlc m<aDt .. ., at th>.t ougo. lt wa~ something Utto which they 
gbdctl,orratho:rotaggcrcdandotumblcd,p<rlu.pothfU<Igh lolly,a..dadGcw-­
llioaJbo..,nodoubt,.·ouldha•ca•nocdthcwar.11 

Nonttbck:ss, many wri!C'ro during (he, wu, looking Nckw;uds to Ger­
many's pan hiot"')', uw a dcltbeme p.-.paration for war. In 1"M G.-rmu 
PmJ, I l>ml<l<l uw:ru that c;.,rmany had been consciously planning "10 c.rush 
wt uld Europe and to ronmuct a new Europe on ~ ba!il of Tcutunic 'blood 

and it!Jn'", (U) O:cil Cl>c<tetton, in Th~ l'=lt oj Pe<tu {1917), edi<ICS this 

alkgation when be decla.-.s that "when Pruuia muck her blow, 1bt: struck 
toki.ll,muntwkillandapcckdtukilltheciYiliz.;~tionof Europe"." In a 
pamphlet printed ohonly after IlK outbreak ul war and entitled Uberty/ A 
S~~Uemetrl o/rloeBntuh C.-e, Arnuld S.nncu t!Ott$ Wcurrcnt con!li<t \0 

~ny'1 doin:, inrtiatai by her IUCCd.l tn the Franro-Pruuian War of 1870, 
lorhtrtberdom.ains." J-lov.-.:•·•r,thernotttirr.uionaln:oktntnl biamrngGcr­

m>.ny for consciou;ly building towards war is made by G. K. Chestetton in 

Tlot &rNnsm o/ B.:r/rn. lie writes of W outbreak uf German aggrasion 



that it i> "oothing lm than the loo:~.ting.af~r"""" than a hundred y.:an of 
r«rimination and •wong upbnations, ol the mo<krn Eu"''~n e>·il; the 
findn>gofthcfountamfrorn whteh I"'""" has flowed upon all the natiOn$ of 
thccarth".(21) 

Such pr(Cjll<hcial rhinlung not ooly fallJKd the lutrcd of Gcrm:ony a]. 

rc:tdyfcltby thcBriu.h adult populace but ol$0was allowed toinfC<t the 
minds ol child"'"· In B<4yS l'tw Boys and Girh: A Ftrsl Gwdr To,.,wJ 
rhrSr,.dyofrhr w .. ,. (19!S), S!cphcn Paget echoes the •'l:"rrltflt espoused 
by Uoyd Georgc, I brrison, lknnw, Mid the two Otestcrtons when he in· 

form• his youthful audicn"" that· 

Tn this cn<l [warJ, oht[Gcnnany[ p~r<d herself, body and oou~ thrOOJgh \\'C 

know no1 how many yro.ro. She crrat<d, at ooloa;tl upcn~ a Fleet, ~ 
onlytoouro.Sboo~uorcoofamllcryan<lmunitions.fuab<M:..UW... 
n>tiOD<. SU<'hotor .. uthewotldh•d""''""""'·for•u•hoWaraothcworld 
h.od never J«n. She planned, •pied, thr<>tcn..J, intrigu<d, bribed, lied with 
....,......,tvigibrxcandforethotoght:laoko:dror..ardtnWor,dreuntdofil,b•cd 
foriL1• 

While some writers lool<cd t-b•ardo to find ltil!orial weight for a 
blanket condemnation ol Germany, at kalol '"'O writers lool<cd {or ... ,.ru :u 
wdl and predtctcd th•t frightening wttsc:quenc .. would !'QUit from a Gcrm:on 
vicl<ll)'. Curi()ll$1y, they contndiacd each other :u tO the ~turc of the clung<: 
Gum:onywould .... ktoi.mpoocoothcconqtrredpcoplcs. lnl...brrry/,AroK>Id 
&nnett declared that "under ll>c German ideal .,·cry mak citizen i< , . , :on 

abject •la•·c". He added that "il Gcun:r.ny triumplu her idul .•• will e<l\clop 

the nnh, and <:I'C'}' t:a« "~11 ha•c to kneel and "himpcr ll> her, 'l'k2oc nu.y 
lexiu?" AndSiaverywillbcrc-born".{47) l'ordM:t<kut Ford did not agree 
wtthBcnnctt,butho:w><noleult.onifK<lbyhitownconccptionofGcrmany'• 

pbru. "Jhe aim al l'ru>StaM, ho: wrot( in WA.-.. Blood u Tlrrrr tfrg""'""' 
(1915), 'is to turn out m.ouomaniaa"." According tu l'ord, 

thcPruBi&npro{<AOI'ofphilooophyi>wb.a"""""""niac,koowingDOfhidl 
of!hc .. uld;thcPnu•i&noff.,Wistobca"""""""'nia:thiokingnothingbut 
off.,i.ald<>rn; the Pruui.anxl>oolboy io to be • monom1niac, irutru<t<d in aocl 
thinkingllllllhingbotthcglorinolthc l louocol l lohtnzollcrn•ndtho:spttad 
of Pruosianism. And the lhin& thou is imponant for thc "!"* w<><W m cot1 

o~kr i• th>t, if l'ru01ia wiru the pru<nt olrllgglo, nor merely every inhabitant 
ofthcEuropnnconq.,.,..,.Jm~e~botevcryinhabitanlolthc"-holc""'ld""'U 

ha•colno;utityiOb<comca"""""""ni.:inotodolarQOOrl.ablchumanb.in&• 
(31&317) 
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The thesis ol Wh..., Blood 11 Hrir Arg~ment is an anack on Pnwian 

culwte. F«<< IUIRI up his asgum<nt i.ao !he fullowing owtq>ing g<'ncraliU· 

(o) Under the autp;ca of P1u".a tht otandard of culture in Gttmany has 
•cadily and owifdy d=rionkd. 
(~) The dctcriontioxr ol. the uandord ol. cultu•• in Gttmany has auoed • 
dcterior:uion o{ culnlfe throughout t1w: '''hole ~i•il..al world. 
(<) GcrtnaJ~ybaoproduccd<>Oan,Core>llyc.opitolkindoinc:cl!7ll ondoll 

.-...,maaartanJ learnmghaob<o:nontlw:down·gra<ltoina: 1~8. (311) 

Thus, in lt"mH off;U!cur.., c;.,rmany w:u eoo<kmncd both fo.. failing 10 pro­
d..:e:any oignifiantworkooian~ignifJa~ntinFoni"sv~dabofoc 
innuo=ncing.inoome ump«ifonl fuhion, tbcratof thc: world uodo likcwiie. 
Two other writel1 agreed with Fo.-d"s criticism of Gtmu.n culture and linked 
tbc f<~.rlure to Go:rnu.n militarUm. ln Uberty!, Aroold &IlliCit declan:d th:u 

"no other rwioo in the: ,...,..[d has t-~er pnxluccd a '"'"' litc:nture companbk 
toGammy"s; oo ~r has said one bW>dralth f>Jn :u much about the incvit· 

ablmea oi war". (21) brad Zangwill, in 7"ht War Jor the World, ad~:an«:d 
llpetfcctly..,.-iorn,riticiomthc:f:octthat: 

[,.., .. ..,. .. ult.oflhanwff~l..-lhc:C.rman>,Wrocu:oithcgn:a..u 

oorw,...,Cmyhfe-. .... ra.Wngthepto<>f.ri.my...,..dsinG<rman. When I 
tdloct tlut my Ul.II•Lunr wu 1 populu ""'•dio! who h., oin<e b<com< f&rnOUJ 
fl::o-hio>igorooo•u~again,.Engl.and, I cannot help suspecting that his tn,... 
lotion- a pmno<un: x< ol. "'""'· Hio rend<ring ol. 1 nuncry <<la<n<e 10 
~Baby"o lluoting~, I ha•e Drtct f«JJ!t<n. h was wmed 11110 ~IW>J·• FL&JiC~. 
s..cbiotfw:imidiousdfocto{lo/iJ.umt"'MI.(' ) 

Pnriotic wriD:,.., nOI only """sW <.he dc:fccu in contempor:o.ry GeriiWI cuhun: 

but they also dc:mamled the: rtjeaion of ..U German wo.-k1 of art, r<:g~rtlless 

<1. their quality. In the: pn::faa: «> H~utbru~ Hosu~, Sluw opeUs of 1bt. 
-tnnU.: detuwciatiON" of "~rrnan poetry, German music, ~rman lifer· 

al\llt •• • " (21) And in an "tide entitle..! "Engli•h Music and Gtrman 

~ten"' in the: Portmghrly R.:~~i<:u,in 1915, "'"find lsidoo-ede Lar:o. pro­
claiming: 

The future bdonp 10 the f')<lng hero who ..,;u ha•c <he: """'"I" to ocludc 
lrom his library oil th<: """'kl ol. Hand<~ Mondduobn, Wog<>er, Brahnu ond 
Rirbard Suou11 . who will dtaw from 1hc drptho o{ hio own being tO<>< 

po<tUta oi oll thot i.a brautiful ia 1lw: wU>o.krful poetry oi Q,.,., Bti<oon, and 
fiadthocvig<>rous 1hythms !hatw.U tdloithe dountkso tpiric oi thooc wha go 

<odatb oillg"'& '"Tipp<rary". (Quat<:d by l.o."wdl, ~.) 



1liE DAUIOUStE REVIEW 

From all the arguments agaimt ~rm:m culture and German impcri.ol­

i•m alrndy ptescntcd, it is ceruinly (X:"')ible to infer a racin bi;u, Ho--~·cr, 

thi• bt .. ;, m:ldc uplicit in KltnC au2eh levied 'J"'ci{lcally at the Gc•m:w 

charxtcr. G. K. Cbau:noo, in Tile &rh.uum o/ lkrlilf, denoull«S the: 
~atrociws simplicity" of the Pruui~"'• a1•parently re•·caled in thei• b.lief "that 

gloryconsiruinholdingthesteelandOOiinl:a.:ingn".(50) l-lcgoc:sooto 
dttl.m: th~t "so Krongly do all the irutitiCtS of the Pruui~n dri•~ against ltbo:rty 
that he woul<.l rather opprcq otJw,r people's subject< than think of anybody 
going without the bcncfiu; of "PP"m:.ioo", ('H) In a later to the Dmly New1 
in OciUI.oc:r, I~H. Atnold Bcnnctt ch:t.ractcriza the German• as ""upid bullies~ 
and demand. that "they should be U'Q.tcd .OC«>fding to thcir mcnulity~. 

A SliD grc;ncr ~ihfiauon of German char»«<:r was the ,....,rtion that 
the: Germam were modern d=ndautt of the asiatic llum. In The Tr~il oJ 
r/u &rb..,...,., (1917), a p.amphln trand.>tcd from t.bc French by Ford M.....,. 
Ford, who called it ~. masterpiece"," Pierre Loti cuntcndcd: 

his only todo1 rhat "'<..., tb. true mHkinJ ol. a Gttmany tlu.t un•cils iu 
ghoul'• f..:c. For,,.;,._, the Ny• ol. Anib, Europe lw loot the idea of such 
fcrociti..........!ci•·ilf"''>uiJtiontl .. lawaytod•vcry,ofdclolruction,ofrapinr,ol 
bo.ltchcry---cvcnotth<vi<>boiottol.t!.<u:.nbo<>four...W•us,whi<hwuoffic. 
iou>l1 ~nd m<ti<ulouol1 org•niu:d. (l) 

Frc<kric H~rri$00 producrd a similar :us<:rtion, prod;lim.ing th;tt ~,he war cl 
Pan..Gcnnan amhttio:n il mon: ltlr.c the flood of huba....., hordes "bich in 
A<iaondiu Lurop<:l!rouglotdt501..ti•xto><rproopcroulandpc:acdul l•nds". 

(Tit~ Gtrma~t Pt:nl, 2.35) G. K. Cbatenon P""·ldcd his rcadcn with 1 
•ague munution of l'ru .. ian b.~,.m wben he •utcd: "The Pruuian c.Us 
:ill men to admire tl><: beauty of his large blue:~)"«. lf tt><:y do it is lxa.US<. 
thq·ll;ave inferior C)<:<: if they don't I!;, because they 1,...., noc:ycs" (TM 
&rbt.nsm o/ Berlm, 60). /U more Cll"plicit cvideuc~ of l'ruuian brutality, 

heauthoritati•elydcscribcd an irlcidcnt in which "one ofthcoff~ttn of th< 
K:aiscrin thcaff.airol Sabcrna w-..futmd indwuioudy h:ocking at a cripple". 
(17) 

!.inked to the assertion that Gmrumy was a tlu<rwbaclr. to the: ~rl:..ri<: 

Huns was the ,,.., rtinn that •he w""' Satan's u•tion. Cc<il ClleOtolton, in Tile 
Peri!J of P•..c•, dtd:u«< tll3t "tl><: Gcnn:rn of tt><by i1 in a<tion n<K only 1 
barb..rian but a diabolist". (37) Auributing this rootdition IQ thc atheism 

app~tcntly imposed on all the Gcnnan pcuplcs by Fredericlr. tht Grut, be 
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n.. Pru-.ian powtt U ltk~ D<llhing th:ll Europt ~ "" .....,_ 
dmlrJ•hi<h~appollnl ... inthio""''ioa<""""th~rtflt.:tioaandth.eou<· 
oomcoiacl«p« <b.lrywhi<.b h:u .-er bin ot ohc rooc of her policy, •• l<o>t 
evcrJ.U>CC:il(rrealfou..O.r,F~icktb.Gr<at,oetoutiOpron::lhotoStatt 
fuundcduponlpttulatltcand pt.ctic..to!hcWn-ohat io upon<he<knialoilhc 
,..bole «<neeptioa oi nght, di•ine or human-<ookl be made nrongcr than 
Chrilttodoon and rould rn.ointa"' aR<Ioggrond>u: iuolf in dof<all<c of tl~e moral 
mdi~of•UEuropo.(iO) 

For Fmlcrk Harrison, the Kaiocr "'"" Gmn.ony'$ "S~tJnk Emperor" (The 
~"'""Pm/, 261). Uoing ~"""more infl>mmatory inu~ry than CA:il 
O...ttttoo, be proclaim..! Wt the aaiooo of the Gc:rnun army wen: ~blood­
oll<:ring> 10 th.:it protecting Moloch. The hUtory ni fanatid•m contains no 

rux.wd ol bruta!uy and folly more d..gusting eo."Cn if we san:h the Woody 
oogia ol AfriQn fotidus.mw. (267) Henry James, in ll<lhm rlre R.m ttn.l 
OrM Enay1 (1918), uocd a termioology comparabk to tlut ol Huri>oo •••ha. 
hc <kpiatd Pruaia laying "unholy bands~•• on her nt<ghboun., and pooctr::~y.-d 
"aworld>quo:evxlrogahcr in tlochugc: Pn.t .. ian foJtand with the varitty and 

opon=cuy of tU paru tX>l'ing in a nrndy trickk, Lkt the sa.;.-.d blood of 
<aerifu, between tbos. hideous htuckly fongen" (2!1..30). Jamc. btc.o.n>t 
a Bntish subJ«I in IYH, and w;u d<Kribed in the ""'" ycor by Amold Bcnne!t 
in hi< j()urnal ;u 10 "stror~gly pro-English" that he "come~ to wceping-pcint 
l<lmelima~.11 

hilnotlurprilingthatourhinflanunat<>rywnting•fir.-d llunharr.-d 

among1t an alrndy anti·~rman civilian papulation. Rupcn Brool<e wcnt 
IG the front bdic•ing th~t ~,he central l''"l'"'" <l my Lk the tlung God 
•=ts ol nx, it to~ good at boating Gttnun•"·" In Gootiby~ 10 If// Thai 
(192'1), Roben Gn .. a wrote of his da:isioo 10 cnlisl m the army: 

I <nllfd1 btkml tiLat Fr.mce ~nd ~:t.gbnd ~ ~ dntwn inm a '''" whi<b 
tlql>od!IC\'ermntnnpb<cdandforwhi<bthtywcrceatin:l1unl"'1'"~- h 
....,.., O«Urml to mr !hot ncw'f"'ptCJ and SUtamtn cwkl lie:. I lorga: my 
pocifu-1 ...,s rady I<> bdin< !he wont cl the: C.muru, [ was ()l>lngcd 

to rud ol1hc qni<~l vi<ol.ttioo. of Belgian ncutrah.,. I wrl)l• a poem prort~iling 
....,g .. n<<fD<Louvain." 

O.rmalll and pcrsoms suspcaa! of ~ing Gc:rm~n sympathiT.en; wcrc 
pcnecutcd in the hynerically anti-Hun ot1n011phcn: of the home from. In 

October l9H, the Fin;t Sca Lord, Prince Louis of Uattcn~rg, was for~ out 
ol office beo::ausc ()[ b11 Gcrm.:m origin. In 191), R. lt llaltl:tne was prcmuM 

iatG raigwng from the llowc of Lords beausc of 1uspeaecl pro-Cc:rma.o 



'~mp~thico. Thi• ~h~rb" againn him resulted, in p~rt. from a good-will mis· 
1ioo he h:ld paid to Gcr~ru~ny in 1912 on behalf of tl"' DritUh Go.ernmrnt. 

Wri!.tng in hi• autobiugr.>phy of rh~ a«usatiooole•icd against him, 1-J;t}daoc: 
tta~ed: 

My moti•..,. ond the rutu~ of m¥ offoru ...t.m I WO>t tO Br:rlin in 1911 wen 
grot:~lymllrcpraentcdbyoomc:n.<Wf.paptn.E•...-ykindofrida.!ouol<gn>d 
about me w:u circul>.tod. I had o Gtnrun wifr: I w-.s the illegitimate brother 
ollhcKaioer; I h..dbr:ro U>ocuctrorrespond<na: withthcGtrmo.nG<wer,.. 
"""'\. • • • On ooc d.oy, 11> te>poDIC to an appal ia the v.Jy EsfJrm, there 
arri•·od in the llwocoi l..ordo no 1 ... than 2,000 kttcn ia P"""'' ogai ... t my 
"'Pp<*<! di>loyall, to the intcrrm of the nation., .. I N.d gone to Gttmany 
too ohm ot>d bad «ad hcr litrratu~ too much, not 10 gi"" gi'Otlndt ID JWrow· 
miDdcd f""'''lc ID .. , that Germany was my 'opu"'"'' bome'.01 

H. G. Wclb depiacd the p<.>puhr vM:w ol Halda"" in Mr. Brillmg Sur /1 
Tlm>urA (1916), in .. -hO.:h he r«ttl"ds thc "!)inion cl an iri<tocratic Lad1 
t.hat:"l.oniHa~hcallcdlum'TubbyHaldane'-wasaronvictal 

uairor. 'The man'1 a German out and wt. Ohl What rf be hasn't a drop 
o( GclllWI blood in his .-erns. He'• a Genrum by choict; which is wonc'".2' 

D. H.l..awrcnce, who, unlike llaldan<:, did ha,.. a German wife, Will IUipc:cted 

oi •pying for the Ger manl on the Cornioh c.wt. U1ing the p:nona of Richard 
Lov:atSomersinKrtngaroo,Lawronccdescrib.dtheirrational fears and actiom 

dir<:anl ag~isut him: "Now the talcs began ID go round full·!.tlt agaimt 
Somc:n. A chimney<>£ h11 ""U tarll'd ro kotp 01.11 the d;unp: Uw was a 
ligna! ID the Gcrm.l.m. lie and his wif~ carriW food to oupply German oub­

marincs. They had >=fl 1torcs oi p:trol ia the cliff. They were watdled 
and listened 10, 1pred on by men lyrng behind the low 1t0nc (cncca~. (2.!1) 
In 1917, L:owrene<: arrd Fried>, roganlcd ""•uopiciouo ptn<1ru by the Briti>h 

atllboritiet, """forced, under the: l.>cfcnc.:of the Rc~!m Act, ro lc;rve CorD­
wall. In a kucr 10 ~y Cynthi~ M.quith 21. the time, Lawrence wrou:: 

1'hc bolt from the blue ha1 f~lkn this mornin1: "''by, I ki\OW not, any mort 

tlwl ,..... do. I CO.I\DCO. <:¥<1'1 ronc~i« how I <OUid b,..e incum:d IUipicio<>­
havct><llthtfaintatnoliotl. Wca'<'lliru>occntc•·molpociflltactivil.ia.,l<l 
aloncopyingofanyoort aJtherabbitJrn thcfiddoouidc. And ""'munlea•• 
CornQ]~ and~,.., ia an unprohibited ruca, and report ID the police. lt iJ ~ar 
.. oc•• 

Gcrm.trut of military ag<: were interned under the Ali~ns Restrictioo 

Act oi 1914. Fu.Wr meuurcs agatnll the enemy included such di~ 
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am :os the ~r:osun: of G~mw~ namo from the British rolls cl ocicncc 311d 
learning (Shaw, Heilrlbrr.:k 1/ouu, 21), and, after the •inking of the Cunard 
llup Uuilo~ill by a German •uhmori•.e in 1916, the destruction of G.:rman 

~ In TAe Lort C~n"'"''"~• Rcgin;~ld Pound do.:rilx:s Uritish n:xtioo. 
following the 11nk.ing: "At Gra~cscnd, sol.dicn "ith fu::ed b.yoncu; were tc:nt 
Ill di•pt~ a mob of doxk worker. "l>o wcn: wrecking and Loo!ing the 
prcmi.es of Gtrman sbopktcpcrt, many k"'g naturalized, The entire stock 
ala furniture •hop WH pitched into the ri•cr. . . The Grt~phic publiohed 
... ., ocw lists of alico namo::s tlut hlod bttn chlongfli fvr English ones"." 

Somcalthc anti.C..rman feeling IWk a more hu!llO\Jroul if no lcu true! 
{Q1111.. Pound relates how '"DacMhund ownet1 wen: m.red ot suspiciouoly and 
!heir pcu kJ<ked in the n....ru". (157) lo add11ion, Arthur Man<~ck in The 
Drluge:Bn.mhSoriel"fiUWu,tcl.hth;.t"~~>ui!"fkrQutandli,·oru=g•a~red 

in shop wiodowo l.abdled simply 'good English viando'.'"" MorcQ>·cr, the 
Dt~lyMtzil,aocordingtoMarwid,publishc:din"bigblockkttert",measagcs 

W.ethtfollowing: 

REFUSE TO BE SERVFD BY At\ AUSTRIAN OR GERMAN WAITER. 
11' YOUII WAITEII SAYS HE IS SWISS ASK TO SEE HIS PASS­
PORT.(50) 

Suspitioo and anger wen: abodircacd early in the war at men who did 
not. enlist and Jar...-, after the 1916 Compulscry Scr.-ice Act, at ~miou< 

Objccwn. According 10 A. f. P. T~ylor in He Fim WodJ IV~.: An 11/ur­
rr.ld Hmory, conscription~,....,. 1>01 dU<: 10 311f ~of mcn: on the COO· 
trary, rn(lft volun!«rr ,..I!K otiU coming for,.;ud than could be tquippM. 

Parliament and the politicians "amcd to gi•e the tmpr.,..ion that they wcr<: 

doing ..-.thing ani•·• to aid the "ar; aOO coots.:ripti6n KCmcd the way to 

00 thio. Popul:ir cbmour imisted 650,000 '•hirkcrs' l:iy hidJcn~!• To help 

indi•idualofightthcimpolitiOflofmolitaryrlutio,thc::NoConscript:ionFcllow· 

ohip wa. formed. The initial rhiny C.O."• tried under the Act wer<: ~nt to 
Frmoe in 311 aUtmpt to ha>t Wm aecut"<i, !or, under military l:iw, death 

tc:a!CDCCI could only he carried out at the fronL Ho-.o.-c•-.:r, the N.CF. 
Pl.llnaged to ioducc Asquirh, then Prime Mon~rer, to 11op the execuriona. 
ThioincidttU i1rolarcd by one-time Lobour M.!'. Fenncr Drockway io/~ride 

TM Lrjf: Thirty YeQrJ Qj Plt.t/Mm, l'~rr, Pnron •nd PiZT/t~me111. Brockw:ay 
add! tktt these: C.0."1 .,.,.,,. innud ocntcnccd to ten yurs pwal ...-.i!Udc 

{!hey were relcaocd •ilr rnutoth. ahcr the Armioticc), and wen: ~handcuffed 

topob,lubj«talto'tru<ifuion'(anklcsandwrimticltoocrou),puton 
a lnad and w.>ter diet. and wnfined in darl.: and "owdcd punishment oells~." 
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Lner on, C.O.'o whoo.c =o wen: hard ~fore •p«i~l tribunai1-Siuw 
depl<.>re< tk f:Kt til)t d«isioru about C.O.'s wen: ldt (rHirdy to tk discretion 
olcachinclcpendcnttrihunal'"--n:oomcm~gi•·cntheoption,i!their 

obj«tiom wen: mrui&:~ s.intt,-,, ol doing .:lhcrnati•·c Rf'·icc ol inljiO<Un"' 
totho:natiooinncadol!;<Jingroprisoo. 

The attitude oi jingoist wr itcrt toward• men of military age who rc­
fuscd,fimtosc:f\'CYOiuntarily, and tkn, to be dr:ofted w:oo naturoUy very 
lunh. A1 early :oo Augmt 15. 1914, Amold Bennrn wnxc in hi> journal: 
MWben one Res young men idling in tM !;!~on Sunday, one think!: 'Wby 
arc they nvt at war?' All O!l('s p~~<:ific idc.u lu•c bc.:n ruddy dilturkd. 
One is bc.:oming mi~taristri. (98) Aftrr tlw: introduction rl conscription, ..,·lw:n 
the prac:noe of C.O.'o became ob•ioul, ~il Cl=tmon, r<:fl«ting public 
"('inion, clcd~ in TM Pn-ilr of l'uu that Mcomcirntir.w <>bjroonH wcr( 
"lunatics ..• gi•"Cn to u bibit their mental di$CaSes to dw:: anonisbW cya of 
England and Europr .... w (82) A rather mon: r:otional. attitude was upr<:SKd 
by H. G. Wdb in a kucr to Mik:o Mallroon in I 'Ill\. Ml think a omall minority 
of the: C.O:s an: oinccl'l'ly honat men", Wells wrote, Mbut I br:li.-·c tlw unless 

the path rl the C.O. i! tNdc difficult it will oupply a st:tm1.edc tr.~ck Eor "''"Y 
varictyof$birker". (QuottdbyRtmt11,.1utvf;o;ogn~phy,90) Cll!:Stfrton,3rnl 
Wdk """' 110t C>f"'bk<Ath<: human( urulcnfanding of the iltuation ron­
•CJed hy Iknr~nd RuS>C"II in~ letter to Ou<>linc Mo,..ll in ]916. ! le oclm:ncd 
that "no dool>t a gu.>d many [C.O.'oj an: cow.mls"; th<:n :added "pcopk arc 
un<pcahbly aud abom "'"ardi«-t01n<: lu~e gorw:: mad, """"' lu\c wm. 
mitted •uici<k, and ptol'k mercly 1hrog their ihou!dc~ and rrrn:uk that they 
hadnopluck". (Autobiogr<Jphy,7S) 

For the C.O.'s and pacifisu who remained at lw:rrm.life was not. easy. 
In MW:u Resistance by Worlr;ing Cla« Suuggk" in We DiJ Ntn Fight, lo. 
<kpenckmLabour M.P. JamesM;u:ton,m:all•tMt. to the: Briti•b populace: 
"We we11: ',.hi..,.Jiven:d curs', bloody pro-Gcrnt.:>n., friend• of tk K.aisc:T, 
traiiDrstr:>ourWWitry".(l\6) Womc:nv."Cn:arnongthcrnor.tardcntjingoi.u, 
gi•ingwhite feathenwmo:n "'bodid not figbt. In 1915, bcforeconKrip!ion, 
Uaroness Ora.y, o.f Scarlet Pimpernel fame, organized the Women of Eng· 
land'• Acti•·e Sc .... icc League with 20,000 memh<:,.,. Mcmbr:,., had to 1ign a 
lmm tlut read MAt this bour of F.J~glat>d's peril, I do hc.n:by pledge myodf 
most wlcmnly in the name: of my King ~nd Country to penuarlo: e•·cry man 
l howtoofferbissc:rvi,etobisrountry. ! al<opledgemyKif nC>·ertobe 
se<:n inpublicv.itl1any nun who.,bcinginevery way fit and free forsc:,.·icc, 
lw rcluocd w n:spood to his oountry'• calr!' After the introduction oi 
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COOKriplion,d~eJIOI>uluf~..W.~ttitudeu.thr:IO)d;o,,and u.thr:~Gotis 

bcRillustntnlbyanutr.><tfromalrnawtheAiornmrP""•'ignnlhyMA 
Little Mother~. ~nd qiii':Ud in full by Robc:rt GuvQ in GooJbyt 10 All Tlutr: 

To tho man ,..ho pathnically nlh him.cll a 'oommoa ookliu', may I ""1 that 

""'womm, """ danand to h< h~:ml, ,..ilJ tokratc 110 w<h ny u 'l'tacd P~r 
wbrn: there is 110 J><l""· The corn tlat will w.l>< O>Cf Land water..! by the 
bloodofourbn•ebdsshal! t .. tify to the futuro that thtir blood w:osn<Xspilt 
in vain. We nttcl 110 marble monummu to remind 111. We only o=l that 
fon:cofcharacrcrb<:hindo\\,_j,·cstose<:thismOI\strouow<>rldtrogo:dyh<ooght 
toa•·ict<Jfiousending. Thc:bloudo!thcdc:tdandthcdying,thebloodnfthc 
'<OmmtiD JOidicr' from his 'olight wow><b' will not cry to uo in •·:ain. Thy b:ovc 
doac: thc:it w..,, ar>d we, as wumon, wiU do ours willwut rnurmuring and with. 
outromplaUu, Smd thcrxifo>tstotllond weslaU•ery10011ohrow tl ...... at>d 
"'-'th<workl,rh.uinourhomesatleastth<teohallbeoo'siltingathorne 
""'rm and cooy in the .. inter, cool al><l Mo:ornfyM in the tmtlttltr'. There is 
llllly.,...lm>[lt<all.refu.thc .. ·O<Qa>ofth. Rriti•h race. and !lu! io while hea<. 
W'tth t'- ,..ho disgrace !heir ... .ro ""'' of motherhood we h>•·e nothin11 io 

-~ Our oan ore not d"'f to the ny llut io "'"' a~r>ding from the 
b:mkfidd fNI<n ''"" of fklh and blood whose inobniublc <OUIJ!(<: is botnt to 
uo, oo 10 O[lt1k, on CY"')' blaJ! of th< wind. We women f>l" on the human 
ommuniti<>rl of 'only 10n1' to fill up rho gap>, oo th>t when the 'rommon 
soldier' lot.tl<s botk bd<><c guing 'over tho t<>p' he may l<'t the """"en ef tl1c 
British race on hi1 hecb, rdi.obk, dcpa>dcn~ umompbining. (284 285) 

c,.....,. rq>OI'U that die Qu«n w.., ~deeply t<>U<hed~ hy the letter, ond thot 

"th. F.dit<>r fnttnd it n«<s•at) to pl:.c.e it in th.. ha.nd1 o( London pub~•IKn 
ID be nprint«< in pamph~ form. "''uty fi~e tbatuand cnpies cl which w~re 
oold in lcsl than 1 Wttk dirttt frnm the ptrblishenH. (2!14) 

~r.dlerno~thorrifyingdcpictionofoW(Ifi'WI'.,ondhrimp~ca· 
tiort the ~tion's, feeling. towlf<k the ~nrmy;. Ill he f,..,nd in Rudy~rd KiP' 

l:ng's shcn otory "~bry P~tgatc" publ;.hcd in 1'115. f..brv, <pinstcr tom· 

panion ID an old lodv, Mi<S Fowler, roi= M !SS Powkr'1 nq>hew with loving 

c= only to have him kilkd in :lll airplane :«<ident while uaining for thc 
front. She decide< to burn all hi• helnngings in the g .. den on<! while 1hc i! 
tngogcl in thi• usk heau the gro.:m• of a pilot whose ~ircrafl haJ apparently 

justcmhetl. Urlierintheday.achilrlinthevillogchodl...,nkiltcdbya 

bomh from • ~lin. The Gcnn~n hc:g> her to get a doctor: 

'Cau.',it~ted. 'cheltJcrendo. Um.diciat Toctotr 
'NeUtr aaid U.., bringing all bu otn:~ll Gttmon ro bear with the big 



pi>ccl '!eh lu.hm dcr IOdt kindcr phnl'. . Ag:Un the hcul 1roaDa! for 
tl>f.docror. 

'Sropth.otl' .. id Mory,onJ oum~ hcrfl>IX, 'Stopthot, you bloody 
pagon1_,1 

M•ry refuses to help the pil~.t, but ouyo with him in order to ~njoy his •uffor­
lng. lbe. imp.usjoo the I'Calkr h:u of her Kn<>Qi alundonmo:nt to the: pkas­

ureoiwmhinga hated humon being dying is opp:illing: 

Shcltantdooth<pokerondwaitcd, .. hil<lJiincr .... ingrapturolaHlhoWon 
her. She ceaocd to th.ink. She g: .. e l>erK!f up 10 fctl Htr long pkasuro was 
b<ohnbyaOO<lndt!utohclu.d.,.·oitedforinogonyse,·oJoltim., iohcrlifo. 
Sheltantd (.,.,....rt) and liw:ncd. Thoro could be"" mim.l<. She doted her 
ey<>>nddnnk>tin. On<eitco:asedob.upcly. 

'Go oo', •he mmmure.l, half oloud 'thot isn't the <nd', 
'Thrn th.t md <2111C ~ diotin<tly irt •lull b<t~ r.-·o nin-gum. Marr 

Pootgatcd~h<rbrathohtrtbnwaon hetfl:flh ood •hi\'trcd from he-ad to 
f001. 'T~I#'t oll right', oaid ,he cont.ont.d!y and went up to tbc boose, where 
ohcoanda!io<tlthe"'holc""'tintbyblr.ingal~m~r;.,.,..hoo.t.,tbbcf-ta,and 
<am< down looking, ., Miso Fowler ooitl ,.hen ohc .. ,. her l)ing all rcl>.l~ 001 
thc,o!htrwfa,'quitelu.mbomr:',(HO) 

Notur.>lly ouch 'iolmt Hun-lu.tml found v.:m in the dr:nund that 

Gr:rrn<~nybcwmpletdycrushcdbythevi<toriouoalli .. atthccemtionofthc 
wu. Hor:uio Bottumly's newsf"'pct /oltn Bull reOrxt~ JT~Jjority opinion on 
this issue. On August 15,1914, on cditoriol dr:r:bred that "the Gr:rm~n fltct 
mun be lwq>l from tM fxe ol the urtb", and l.ot~r in the month, ~nother 

tditori:tloUtcd: "As reg,.,ds G<:•n=y hcnclf, •he mun ~ wipc<l off~~ fatt 
<>! Europe". It io Jurprising how cJoo.. these outr•geow !t.t<ments weK m 
th<;... ol the Rriti<h jingoist intdli):'tntsia. In Tit~ f'l'nlt of hu~, Cttil a­
tenon c:~lled for "the punishment o( ]Germany] the guilty panyM. (221) 
Amold Jkn,...u. in • lmr:r published in the D~ily N~ws in O<:tober, 19!4, 
pm-sed for "the public humiliation cl Germany". "t..hny a S3ngebrutc", 
he wntinued, "h:ts httn permancnrly convinced of the od•antagcs ofciviliu 

tion by t~ idiom oi one knock down blow". In n~ G...-mu Pm/, Fredr:ri<: 
l larrison tkmanded that "blood and iron m"'t be met .,.-ith fire and ruin: 
Gtrmonymu:<thcring.,.!aroundbyr:normou•>nniestobringhcrtohclp]m.. 

nets. Until ~ny "'" redua:d to uh~ustion, 1hc "'""Id rmuin a mtnat:IO 

t<:>Europc". (261) Nodoobtmchattitudes he!pedmprudua:thehumiliatin~ 

oondition1 impo5edonGr:rm:my31theTre>tyoiVeruillesinl919,onditcan 

atla<t:ber:on~uredtkltthq·,injlJ-rt,p.a•...dthewayfortherixofl-lnler 
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ando.h.e~.Urtofanoth,r world"'"'· i>crh"l"' o.h.e ben oumRUrioo o( jingoist 
:anitudo and U.., bot IUggt;otion o( how to deal with U.., J~>lc who rspowe<1 
them 1..:11 m;ule hy Shaw. [, "C'.ommoo. So:n5e About the War", anvthcr euay 

in Whurl R~ully Wrou Aho1<l lh~ W"'• he: wi'Ole: 

w~ l>ne , , ~ pcopk "ho ~•• ua•ing for loot and ,·cngan«, who clatooUt 
lot~ humilO.tioa ~nd torture: oi the """"'~· who""" ag>.iru~ the: ~ilbgc: bum. 
i"'' aoJ shootiDgs by the: Ptuo.O.no in one colum.t1 and exul1 in o.h.e same pro. 
oecdingoby~ RU!.!Ii>.ru in•nothcr, whnd<..,..nd tlu1 G.nnan prisonets of 
"'"ohallhc:rra.kd .. crlmi,..Jo,,.bo<kpictourlndO.ntrOOplu .. vagecut· 
thrnoto"""auJ<thqrlikctuth<nkofthrira>cmicob<:ingn"'ukdinthcopirit 
ol the Indian mu1iny, who ohti<k that th<: Kai.cr mu<t b. ..,nt tO O.:.·il'o lobnd 
btc.au.., St. llekna io too I!'JO<l f<X him, or.J who d«l.orc rlur GwiUIIy mun 
bt tnoimc:d and 1rodden into the dun that ob. wilt no1 bt: able to rai>< her 
h<ad •gain /,..a cmtury. Ut uo call tM.e ptopk by tiH:ir own b•ourit~ D>m<, 

11..,.,.,....,., tbc risk oi bein1 unjuotiO the rnlllwn. And kr us 1<11d""' 
.,..nyoltiH:rntothctrm<hesn-poulbiJ<aninduo:rogo.mlhehopcrhor 
tbcy .,.., pnxntly join lhe listr of the mi.,ing. (iJ.1i) 

H. G. Wdh did not 2{>pe>r to nprns th~ nak<'d Hun hatred of the 
~-ont jingoiot wri~r1. llio argument in fa•·oor of the war "'"' far ITIOil: subtle 
and 10phitticatcd. He saw the war u :t holy crmllde w~gcd by England 
apwt, not a prq>k, but a criminal milir•ry ideology. Once German mili 

~ism"'"' o•·erthrown. Wdl• b.:li(vcd that tht woo-Id co.tld 1x ruorutructed 
on a new 10<ial utder. In "The Wlr of the ).find~, publisMd in the Nuion 
011 August 2'}, 19H, Wdb claimed: "We fight not to <btroy a narion but a 
aeu.ofevilidru. We fighth«aUKa whole natioo huh«omc oboased by 
pri<k. br rhc ant of C)'llici•m and the nriety of •·iokncr.. •· In Mr. Britling 
S,.., fr T~rough, Wdb w2S ordul to orro:u the fact th:n Germans ""re not 

.....,..tffl but r;>.U..,r mi<guided human htingo. For ocampk, Mr. Britling'o 

""'· Hugh, writc.o from tb, m:nehc:o of the Belgian atrociues that: 

MOR of the b.uboriti,. were de>ne-i< is <JO!itc dar-by lll excited ci•ilO.n ><>n 
ol!ll<fl,n'ICll inakindofinfl>nl<dota<e. 1ftegrat<rpattoi<ht.('".mnan•rmy 
ill<ht.earlyoragculthe..,, .... ,.,.uyan ormyoidemenkdd•iliano. Tr•incd 
Q,;)iln•Mdoub\.burci•ilO.,.in"""L Thcy~cnioo,..detlyclean b,.,.. 

obio.liag"'"'IUIIdenly<om up h)' thtir roouond Dung inwquitcoho:king..,... 
dioono. 'Thcyfdtther""<'kruohinga<d.,.lh,ondthatd<toncy....,atan...d. 
Thcylhooght cury li<lgian lud a gun behind the bcdcrand a knUc m hU 
tlWO<tle)r. 'Theyuwvilb,o;ctbu<llingonddadpooplt,and"'"'onusbcdto 
bits. They Ji,·..J in a kind ofnl&hl.matc, Thq didn't know what <hty wm 



doing They d.d '-rihk thing• j ... t "' OhC' '""" thnn in d=nu. . . (US 
SimiL:u{v, wl-,c,n Mr l!riUing i< filkd with h.llml for tbo: G<:rrn.on 7.q'1'"~ 

piku"bo~«•koii...Jb,.auntonaC03.Ulraid,hio~tdh.himtNt 

.. Thisthing"·JSdoncncitherbyd<:vilsnorfool.,butbyacomj'iucyoffoolis/ 
moti>'a, by the wuk :o.;quit"Kc~Kn (If tk ck>-cr, by a crime th>t w;u nr 

m.Jn'< <ri<M but the n:orur~l, rccess..ry outCO<t>e oi the incff«ti•·ci>C"'s, the 
blindmotivaandmudd~n ... oiallm>nkind"'. (29'l) 

Such ch:onctcriutiooo uf tbo: ennny :on: rcnu.rhhly bummc. Ho..·­
'"'"''· Mr. !lntLng's rQI<lC!. dt.u nono: in tM end prevaiL \\'hik he is able to 
fttl grief for tb. <katl" uf both his oon ~nd a German whu had tut<><t:<:l his 
chiJdn,n in ptt·<nr d:.p. hi• grief r...- th.rm .. indi\iJUlls dues nof dunG" his 
bdKf tk.t Gc:munv ,._.. sokly ro:pon<ihlc for cb. w~r. Writing ro the p.orcuu 
oftbo:<k.kl Gt-rnun boy. he tutaUr di""lt""'' flriti<b milirvi•m .. -bile rrc 
.senling Gc:rrrwt militarism in crnotion:ol term• as 3 grtat c>il. Mr. Britling 

~ ~81<l~;=nt;:u~~ ~~ :::.t'!;;:~:.r:~t<~~=<>~t:•::;:: l 
Fr.tDo.c gc:ncrowl~· ooJ to m>kc lrirn.lo ..-11h ~1 oth<r grn.t )'OOI'<'t tn tbt 
10-otlc.l is tile: au"' ol !his .. -u_ Gc.-mony triumphtd uod •he tumpkcl "" the 
looer. SheinflictoJintolc.-ablcindignitia Shci1<1hn->dltop<<f'lrt'f<1ffurtbo:o­
a):gr<:<liooli:luagl>.-ftnthiokilli:tgbopo<M"-a.tn>kingw>rupunlondand 
"""· bunc:hing w>rshil"- "'-'ilding '""<Jic roil"-"'· ICII.in~ up a •a .. ....,blish 
mentol...,, IJU~1,thrntming,.,tainingaUtlt.."-orlclt<•koqo pact with 
horthr<ltu .... (Ul) 

lt is rkar that this quot.otion reflocu \\'eU• .,...n attitude to Gc:rnuny. 
For bo: DOl 0t1.ly bbmW <.io:rrn.;~,r~r f,,. initiating the connict. but also aoho­
•~i.e<lthat the war be punucd In- Engl..nd wiU. great ferocity. llio ronC<"rn 

tlut th, ('..,mum be ="ted ,.-;,h dc<;c~· wa> not "1'1'-''•"t in ""' :uto<"lc. in 
tl11: 1\'a:iotl on Au~'USt 15, 19H, in whKh he dcda,..,d: ~r_.,t m borrow a little 

from the ra.h •igour of the ·~·pes tlut h.:l•·c Wf>tri>'<'<l thi> dtu.<tfl'. Ln .,. 
nWcc a trutt of our fioor fcclings and our di~~nt ]13<.Sion•H· In bet, by r:monalizing the war in icbh<tic l"rm• "' a ~ .. u to ffl<l ~r~,u \\'clk""' 
cou~botha•·igornuscucutionofthe\uranda..-a1•mu.~""''inthc 

a!'<uuonc" which was qu•tc in kccping with public <'f"in~•n an<! ,.;u, the 

~ aprasni brOther jingOOt writer.. 1~ lruth of thiJ •utcmcLU noe~ 
disti..aly when we examine part of an :u'ltck, -rh<: Swotd o( Pace", pub­
lished in the !NJy Clmmicl~. 011 Augun 7, 1914· 
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E•..,. oW<>«.! that is dra,.·n ag.>inlf O.rmany io a o'I'I'O<d dnwn foe pr:oct .• 
T'h<Vicl<lr}'ofCcrmanywilloncanoh< pcrmancot~thr.,....,.....ntofth< War 
God Of.,. oU hunun affairo. Thr dd .. t of G<rmany ll>OJ ~n tM way to di .. 
omwn<nt and p<a<< throughout tM .. nh. Tn thQIC ""ho kn·e pea«: the"' 
anbtnoodoo::r hope in the prQrnt conflict than the dtf<:at, rhe utt<r diocrNi<· 
insoftho.Gwnon kgtnd, rn. ending for good and otr nf rhc blood and iron 
ruperstitio<tofth.:Kluf'('.floggw:r.gging[oic[l"r•nonic.l(ipLnJ"m,andallth.tt 
rrirnin.>loh>.m cffiti<ncy that centres on lkrlin. 1\'rver woo a wor 00 right<OUO 
"' """' against Gamony. Nc-<<r h.to any Ol<lt< at W>t oo do.n'IOI>rcd for punish• 

Wells bc:lic:•·cd th.:11 the w:u w:u rightmuo not only bcc:m"" nf German 

criminalicy, but aJ.., hc.;~u"" he thought th.t the war, :os he wrote in Erptr· 
"'""' i~ Autobiogrophy (193~). intlicatOO Kti!C' nld traditinnal system blling 

topit.:csandtheworiJst:tte«mingimohcing"'."' llutbyauigningthe 

Mg•ti•ccllar:octctisticooithcoldwnrld tnthccncmyand thi:[!Oliti•·cpot.cmial 

to EogW>d. \\'cl[, "":IS only 111.1~ing a refinoemcm nn Zangwill"t dichotomy 

cl. the,.., "" the ~cla.<h between G<>nd and F•·il"'. As he was to admit in 

F..xpmtrumr ;,. A~<tob•ozr~phy, "the Worki-Swc of my imagit1.0tion and tlc. 

limWllfp•c:.cntOOhrtllymorebyoncoidctnthcCOI'Iffictthanbytheothcr. 

We were fighting for "King ~nd Cwnrry' and onr thw: !M~ were fighting 
b "K~~r ~nd F~th.:rland", it was .U ol O<M: and IWf ~ duun of t.be other, 
~>far"' the World.&~tc wao conccrnro". (IJ69) Ne,·erth.:lcs• in 19H, a!""' 
h:o, .. :tltcady K<n, WcUs" desire, a> outcd by him in the {\'Qiitm, August 15, 

1~14, "to tmnw the map of Europe boltlly" le<! h1m to advoc:ue, with the 

m>joriryolwriter<, British militancy. 

The<c:th<n w.,rc oome of the: prrnilinganitudcs toward11hc Fint 
World War adnnced by Rritish jingoist writers. 1t is clear that they not only 

rdlrxtalpopularopinion, but •l10 ..,;nforccd tit<; nun h:atrcd of Germany. 

n..,. .wrc p.art of Lo.wrcncc's "'"a" mob spirit"' in which ruscn at~d indi"idual 

inlcg>ily"""'ucriflttdtocmot:ionalismand conformity. 
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