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BYRONIC ROMANCE AND NATURE'S FRAILTY 

B••o' ,..,on his v~rY romanco a<ily and oft~n nrglig<'nlly. In oomc the veroifica­
t•lll it rou~h. an.d the: r~ttle of the liDeJ i1 •KX that conseqt.Knt on a ..:rupulous 
.,,-.• l.mnof munotooy. But th.crt arc:. here and there, modul3tcd and immed.iau: 
,...,""~"'-h''hb,5tttJl•toha~lpC'nttol'lktimo:orwht(hfdici«>WWyuplorc 

.,,,,,,..Jlr. YH.goodocbad.tb. ~roifi<ltll•nlwoobcnouotd only in~<oing; for 
i/.t·'lll,.. In rnd ~ n)nl.mCo--e•p~i•lly thc: IDDil mntri•ed ones like T/1~ G"'-r 
jlllj TV HnJr af Ab)·Jos-you hnr to read :at tol'lk 'IIIIC'd- lllerl: au 1<10 m:I.Dy 

clptsaiooo. the tntupm;.tion oltJKtdcm Jl1d tile JCtutiny olattttuck Mrut2ntly 
d..lna B1·wn from gaung t>Jl wnh the ltory. H yuu re:td <Juickly, the rhythm or 
"!..ut the ag•t~tiun of life m.1~ts itself fdt. If you hngcr with tM poet in hi• 
, .. ,mnplativedtgr ... •iont,y<.>UOOI'Ikntorc r theman,CffUtniy,butl'*'thecurrcnt 

·~~ 1lti • .OOuklOoUtbcoo:~nattenti•~oustooomn>CDL>ry....,_,ld ncr:eofcd>kour 
....-althc.UIT.Itive. But Byron -:t.ninvoluntary writcr,andbilcdtodis­
liapfth~wC'l'ncornposinl_lspcodandrcading-r=J. Whcnbcw.--,hchadooly 
""'V"-"'Jispcodinmind. Moorwritcn,ofrouroc,trytoallowforthistime-bg: 
.Unl.bonouslydco-i....drruyncr: auoed.e=dingqc:it.oclftolabour,buttoskid. 
Th<e.ily,.·rittcnmayddayd"'rcador. BmByron,lookingtooclosc-ly,inquiring 
110 curKJu.ly, t~ntkd tn lose pcnpccu~. Th3t i<, he knew where he w,.., and why, 
IBll whuc the story v.~m OCJ.t; but he wuld not cnvisa~ bow all thi1 would look tn 
doc!<adtt. And, ._. narroatiY~ poems 1(0. ~ of Byron ...,e, re;~lly get going like: 
dueal Uuucn-, Ke:ou,aod TcnnytOn. Hiscoupltr. ""Y' too br fmmlhc spoken 
.. g""f' •nd bccomn: m:it:W"" or 101mding da:bnmion. His tnd.• 1ttm too 

wltbl10sr:ails. Hcdoo:sncr:infmcmoughf-"'iiiUltbeactionf«thcatabliJh­
-oftcnsionduringtherUicctiYef"'fU.Inconteq~tlw:.wrylftmiD<IliO 

....mforrcdolfco.....,:uoevered.Whc:nwe:tcwmP"nYthcnarr:uivcpoottintoa 
~n:nioJI, we sbould fl'l'l a ~tnso: of otnin;""" shouW feel that the otory is being 



TilE OALHOUSIE REVIEW 

d.:.mmcd up. and th~L llo 1mpa"" io nUL Lob.. gu~cn..d for long. 81.0 ohe ll&lnlJ'fll 

of Bryon an: (tn •~umt :m crl~r metaphor) 1rucl<.< coupltd wgakr. Or~ 
we arc often ohuwu wuplings "bich "'~never u.oal. 1'hc ghost nf Olildo. Ha~~ 
~copoolo"IDJ;thmg• up. 

it "~....Jd bt ,dk to pr<'!cnd that Byro11"1 HH< ron-wKa arc likdyu> •':11 

LnulmuJ<S of .. adcr~. His drJm:uic poem• moglu, {.,..they~~ lc::>st give w u!k d 
h£c't <-'<-lunj;O. and Lhq np«< ohe ""llr"" d II<Uon. 8111 ~M mm>DCCO bo;k .... 
the ampbuxlc m n...duatiot~ 1M ahJ>ILO<f skill, of C~rlJe Huold. Of WUil<. Tlte 

hi~n,/ and Tht Clll"ttm :uc mon: re>~dnblt 1lun the D<hcrs: they h~vc grc:ucr VllliiJ 
of •nugcry: 1hc ongms and >SSIIC< are 0<11 ddibtmdy abfu.ottd. and then: '".!.c 
cnoush aninn to lul:mu tM hroodong. Du< ncn Lh= owo pxm1 lo<e ~k~ • 
hfcforapreJO:m-d~yt.:u~c 1h:.t h:" 1-.ctn ci1hcr brain-walhcd or rq>ellcd byfWji­
,.·ood. Byroo, wrm~ghtuy.w•• wriung forbn.iMcomp;or:IL>vclruowaabcd ... 

hc ""'' dr~ng more: he W:ll fiUJng 1hc U<JC•c wuh •df-con<cious oonfcwon. All 
h11thcmct in ohtse rt~mances ):i~c an :ul<kd io.<Lght into Lhc attitudu adopted 11 .. 

~n;uivcandmanr••,.ofDun/""•· 

11>c:"'ilnnpoontin~tywgLotwb<candddinetood<>Klyd>CKtbemt<. ... 
Hyron hinuclf bil«l~n di<ung:uiob bft"'«n u.tk ~nd ll'lnc lonc:li~ bet.Wedl 111t:t 
and tll<ai.U!>Uo kw~. lnwttn Kl£~(10 and gaol, hctwern n-tn be.anbrm .. 
d~~th. Th~ a"' oh~ ohcm«, a:mmly, but m tnrrnn~ H> them quite n.11 

Hyron u!ocd 1h<om J.oo.cly. !le lol'J~ra1ed thmt from thm dm:a buriog oo his­
bk but >t the umc. tome aucrnblcd them into ~ ocghgcm coospeaus of ha­
pcnou:>lny. Uut th~ rdotiomhtp• betwc.:n tlhcn love and exile, lM:IW«n u.Jt .t 
tM oc:noeol b'tllh, bft,.ccn ~loof<ICSS anc.l callolbncoo, arc~~~~ fully WOikcd .,.._ 

All ""'c ncod '" ~now " tlut l...ara, Manf=l, CoMM. thc Giaour, Alp. 
u~n. ~nd Lhc Chdtk ~·~ exii<S, for""" ru"m nr 3noLhcr: crime, hubm, 

~n. i!lcg:ility ti lo.-c or pn~y. intri~uc. mutiny, ouuKI~I. And tbeJ.,. 
olcd•J'l<~iiUI thtir will. They constitute the WCJrd char:t<k into whi~:h Byron 

.a much of the .df he h:>d to climin3tc. Much of hi$ work i• conarntd will> 
oc>Cnccin;ahc...,tioo,w!lhthctuppc:tl """'"ndhi•lnng•ngfnraculpabOII- \\ 

Hymn ""al writing. nnnc of thl> wao very """'· Byron ,.,{en only once to Oo 
hriand. in 1hat >traugc rouod-thc-wmkl-in-778-lulel poem. Th~ Az~ of S.O•t<" 
he 00.:. :acknowkd!,>c ooc ddJt in the prd:~CC to Wtrna· 

Wbcnl..-.. youns (aboll! louncon,lthink),l lit>tfcadthi•L:IIo,..-hirb .... 
dftpimp<....,.,Upto>m<;a...tm:oy,•fld<.<tl,bo .. .dl<>mnl:l•nlht~U.....Jo 

th..-.:: .. ""'"'rittcn 
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ytbc ~mkHwt w~k~ half 1\urn;~ruty,fSdfi.J. "'""""'• and tnnponZ>ng 
"nwnooncd:u.th,cnduf ll'.rnn«<mt<>comt.llltdc:rth.estricturcp.>uedtn 

..., bJ F.U..r Souol: "One 11 not 1 •Uptn<.>r brmg mctdy btuwc une ..a tho1 
oaanOOtnllilight." Hcgorsontnayol RcM,"I'r<'lnmp:unuoroung nun, 

~tnes 1Nl any mdi•odw.! " onffoc~m ""to bom..,lf! Sohuu.k is ~n cVll tlung 
.,y <I'Murt wbo do:s not h•c iu Gud.." Tb.: inu:resung thmg oo tb.t on h .. 

..., l""'ln>, llyron nuk<'S oo nu.ny allu<~vno 1<> Chru.ti~nny. A .:otut:utt thcmc 

t.loris npt;tcd; lout th,. high dr:un:> oo the frnnum d ""'!Y.otinn k<:mJ to be. 
cdfryrU.., wrung'"""'"" tl 11 mtcn"'l)· c:xot"; III<JVia.fortut~dy, tne:lfll 

TaU l.o~ furtn~nco:: 

l'bnc..-uiahimo•oulocoon"'oll: 
Aotl tb<'""" hodfall'nwhi,hcooldbttall, 
Ht oooodonraager intlu>bruthioM world, 
An nrm~ •r•w front orw~hcr hurl'd: 
\tlungofdatkirMguomg>.thatWped 
By""""'" tht j><rilo h<: b)' <han.<~ <><:•j>cd •• 

~ ck>.rcnough. t,..., hk<:tl h•s JX>"': Hymn hkcd Jlr=nung tt. L..ra w.u 

ftll'mto" .md an addict ufthcaboo-dutc. He"""""' Otho ia comlxtt. but not 

Y<tloult'dhc<Jtt!nn>ntll"ith~·cinf<:m, 
A••fll<'kot~ltbcindlt'<t..alotn..k 
Tiutklto i«, ...,...., .... ~·a£OoM, wtth hie. 

lbo:b<>'C'.IlOT>C uf lhco tmporu.m mOucnca upu"- Byron'• lotcr~ry pruticc. 
Ww~oetkan~b.oluu:wtnm.d.ofunooiOYo<)1bmg:to~Enousw;utobc 

•nd to be ;~n)'lhtng obc ont.ukd hcartlN farce. H~ h~d tho choKe 1 .... 

"'"'·lnf'O'I"'04'"""'· SoniCtrtckoltcmpc.,_lltbo:gmtt;oruncvioUJUI(In 
lilooolllr.ipac.;omttl.ltct!u,lnd l"''bdjl!2 rr .. dtngt>f Renlta hiJtn:m made a 

.\1 ~ny ut~. be Md 011ly "'" ~Y•· 
Wht11. h<: Wl> ICri<.oll!l. llc~von ,..~, n<~><; "·ht:n he "'"' f:lrcing, n w:t.> t!IC 

b.n. Wbtn be W3S SOIWW. he ,..role uf Utl'tmc pre<hr•mclll<; when he 

-.be f<>Und nn pre<ltc=>tOt <ltromc cnwgh to W3rr.tflt Sf"'!131hy. H~ lud 
betW«n the d)1ng Lu~ "'ltu "'!""''the cructfix •nd the mo<c arr~nt re-

.C'J'IIc ViROiff>//•ulgmntl. lt i•<tT:lllj-.~how m.anv WQmcrt tn his f"X"'' 
bcorthruk. Kokd tn Lar~, Zulo<h 10 The B"J" of Ahyd11s, Me<lora m TJu 
. FrU>WO ln Tlte Sag~ of C<>rtlfl!. and, 1'0"'hly tht pnrt 1u~s, Plrisu~. 

"«" th11 world for the ll(.~t woth mmimurn fuss. Sud> tr:on.iu ·~ l.><ck 



ofromprumi><::uathem.,. ltd!dnotpcrturbllyrontoholdcontradict.!lry~ 

but he could t>Ot hc•r to c>d~>ngc the 11-m for a wmpromi,;e b.:tw<:<:n tlw:rn. He • 
simplynotfiltfilforth"sullcneh.omt"eringof~ppe>ling,uttcr•ttitudes. ln•limilw 
way, H~mingw•y'• cha.-~ctc« arf alway1 having to ch<><M hctw.-n ~nguuh,; 
ap:>thy. The m"!dlc way io the pcnurioU< one: it is •]w;tys c:u.icr to think tn ~ 
of Hdl :md H .. -.n, Good and Evtl, Body and Soul, Death and Ltfe, tlu.n a 11 

tack>enlitivdyhctwoeu thcminthccnur,;eufrmc\ life 
O:msi<krtl>etrappfilmtn"fllyron"snarrativcs. ThcGiaourloYts,a 

and dies, all without m<><kration. The r>udin" nf his actiun is ckH, and th"'c is 

in hisarr.-r ..,vcextre,.,. .ocu "' intc""' .rates nf mint!. Selim, in TA~&./# 
A.bydru, miglll hav" wa>tcd umc vacillating b.tw.-n e>.ution and ~thing 
when the poem hcgins, he has tO &;~Ye Zuleika fmm an arrangcd marri>gc alii! 
rommmcd to a ><:rie. of jUstified acu. Byron pick• h" men when they b.V< 
bt.yotu..lhalf..uilu<k<. O:mradtl"'piratchastuambush.hasto""'ap<,b...to 
for good on the death ofi\!cdor~. 1-Iugo, in love with ],i, stoptnothcr Patilin>. 
alternati-.s of madncss or the ax~. Alp and Christian have to do som<tft"l 
trttnt: <lllC turn< traitor, the c~hcc mutinies an.d turm outlaw. Evcn the Pn­
Chillnn"brn"dtolo•·edespair": 

ltwu .. kogth thcumctom<, 
l'<ttcfdotlcuctleutobc .. 

And thus wl>m t~q ·~r"d a< l:ut, 
And oil my hinds ~•idc wccc c.ou, 
Th«cbca'l woll<lotneh:.d grown 
A hetmii>K""""""ndoll myownl 

O.:•paic is an tllrcmc ~nough .rutudt:-<>nc t.h.r has bad a rcm>rbbk WM 

litcrarypox,~nclonethatbnngsllyronintothecompanyofHemingw.~.y,P 

cvcntual suici<k,and Jungcr wnh hi< cult ol'"the deathly rulm". "The 
*'"'"",.._Volt.ai..,'s Charlu XII. Turkish logcnd and history, Gibbon, Bliglt"• 
of the B<m~ty mntiuy, ~he-<~re varied and, for t.he most pan, <:XOI.ic. Thi!J' 
Byronastanmther..,.,toobjocti>"oty;thcyputthc<ubjaotfarfromho~n~:url 

itlll<)rc of a '"thing"". Hetn.ingway rdot"' all to natme, to his own opoci>l 
'"thcTerrrtory"'.butnottorcot-.::>nsihlcindivrduolity. 1\lvesccnnsigocdhis 
rn:rmcrtohisjourn:rl,andjungcrm.adcthc)uggcruauthisab.olutc. "\\'ith• 
thctrafficbet.Wttnlhc lifco>ndtl>e oni1outo£romrol: the :ltlr 
fulfibwhatinlilc,.impossihlc. If th<.>emcnhadnOtc<lmunter<dtht 
they would nut have <t.ancd wnung. They share the as•umption tlUII 
;tChi"'"C a ""lvation and~ f«:unciliation \\ithout rcfcr<ncc to the work! J\ .S. 



fncbofLI!burdcnonper.10n:llidcmityannihibtamostciBymn'spmtagonUu.Thosc 
.... •l.lm..e-Ma:tcpp• the dediauN Po!11h warrior, "Inc Prisoner of Chillon, h:tlf. 
""'Y J>el .md~ m ~vc DO idt. of whc'<' they are going. The implic:atioo i1 
.. Lh.y )\.vc r><>t ennu.:h lemc of tin to ncN ~ reruncohatinn. Bonmv~rd the 

f'I"'IO<•U<'f"obun."f"'~~ngc:sodoeoM:o~althoughbd.hhavegncvaru:e 
..,..~ Rt<(:ntmcuo ••nnt~-uiltOtn:v~ngc,:ondlhcirmor.tlidcntuyitinl.Oet. 1ltey 
W not.h!ng olthe choruJ of e~.cmmn in tlu.t dreary a~alyptic p;l~Jnt, Htv~~n~ ........ 

w~ "-'• wr lXIII....., "'"': we mu11 expo.re; 
1:1 ..... ...,~~....,...,hr""'"'· 
Whyohwldowbfmllb.r>io<d,ourkr>tt~b.:bto• 
lkfon:thc •mplocoblo Omnif'<><<nt. 
SUI<< wcmua follthrurnc' 
lfhck.:othtn.adcearth,lnilbohiso........,, 
To make a ....,..ldfurtomLre .• 

'Den- " • puvll"•·c uka on 1lynm'l wriun~• th.u God n:gard. mc11 as !lbi«tl but 
10 crcat~ them a• 11.1<h. !11 con~uc:nce, tnen ~n: compdlcd mto calk>us ~ni­

in nrlb tu pmtm thcir spiritS, •ad even .c<:k to rc-&:fine lhcmsdve. withow 
Rlltwcllapurouiti.s•ain ... thcl'ontDeu.iorinAfu,fm/poonnout: 

... knowkd~ ;, not ~ppinr«, and JCic""" 
llut ~n .,..k,,.~c .,f ;,: ...... ...,., r.:. th1t 
Which i>a110thcrkindufi~nonnre. 

M.L11Fr..l, for all hi• acquired wisdom, can MLther P'"~mpt. his ..fterlife nor 
it. 1'bc mond rNY hc iu own lnlllt<lntU bu1, ao Fsoher Sovd .aid in Ro~l. 
~ .w abooll.llt. Tbt: fnlluwin~t iJ thc<dort ~n huoic but fUiik as,.,rtion: 

1lle mi..d which " immortal m•k .. iud( 
Roquiulfariuguoclorndthougt.u.­
bLto""'"fltiginnfillandcnd-­
Andilt'.,..npbcean<llirnc:iu"' .... '"O<:IlS<, 
Whrnwtpp'dcithio.........,lity.dcri..n 
Nocoloorfrurt>!llefltctin):thingtwit"""'<. 
Hutiod>oorlo"dm iultcun«;<>rinjo)•, 
Bnm from d~e knm.kd~c of iu -n dt<crl. 

jola btu .... thcrt all b. ~ mcnt~l hdl aod he;~V(:o, that oo .. 001 mc•n lh>t the 
~t:ithrr.ThctroublcBthatthcurgcrol:llUi>liNtaodf"<S<TV~:•moral 

tt>Oolicnbnngstolipsism. NtarlyaiiBryoo'ahtroesha....h;odpmli<::ut!Cou 
apoathc:m:andthcyscck,by working for nil ar good. to rcg;oinc:onuolol 



rheflUCh'Cf ~nd d tMtr uwn douny. They cam101 furcn:dl the imp1>••l>WI 
thcmolmlo; liUltlqc:tn IICCk cJJUncrp;ouon. Hymn choo.nCI>Nl.>.Dtlya 
nc,..,rngKn<eolOI>C'oo"''nm;tll~blerdrnhtyraihcrdun~~>ilir>ngllll · 
to fr~ud. Th~t wao why be bcha~«i «><l""ui.lhly ~boto his !.ut miJ.oion, ho: 
ddintog h1n1Sdf hy acccpuog hll dccuoo to thr Gr«k Comm1lltt, and :ill r.ba 
:u;ccptancc cm:uln!. (One wumkrs why M. S.uuc ha1 ""' fi~ lu.< wermon 
Byron'• whmll r~ Wnult~""""' dup<J.ubiJ.tJ aud commitmclll.) 

eo.,.,<kr fur~ niQ<T<Cnt t"'*' ouuJd<:u. the llymnic lro"'"'~' trvyuh. 
1-brold th""lvcs intO a lbcdcktr: "! li•c not in m,....lf, but I hcwmc P­
th.ot around me~. He " anuuu1 to cHace Mid climm.:uc. Thn i1 Jn t:k 
sugc:,.·hathcl>mughruponhumdfhch:l>toshed. Beyoodtb:u.heh;~ano....l 

go. fo.- nn one Of'!"-' him. But the C.r;oot~r, ~ Cbrioww .. (.,.Is ob~gnll<l 

the wom~n he"""'· Hr <loco kiU her murderer. bur rlre~ of rcmunc. [11 T.k 
of Abydw. Sdim ,. b()ng p;>..W off,., Gi:lffir• son, whcrc.u he is rc:r.Uy Lb.,.. 
G•affir'o bnxhc.-, whom Gioffir murdered. !Jut when Schm tr>Q to C>ap! 

Zulcib. C.iaffir murdct':4 lmn tno. CA.>nrad the Cou.>rr, ~,oo fmn to yidd. .. 
too proud to oroop". i• doomed fmm tm aan. 1-'0Kcd rnto pu·acy, he firwh lb 
hiol,.,cfm M.dorn k«P" life wonh li•ing. Whcn ,hedicJ. hcC~n !t(lllocr 
~notbcr !.le"'" IU,...ivc. /..<lr;r. alw~)'l ~loot k:ads the. w:rf1 agarn!.l 

wnh iOmc rductJt>Ct. Hut thorc io no ts<Jj>e' he •• kill~d, •~ is Alp tloo 
Vct>etl>ll who h-'• 10 kad a T;otur >n:>c:l on Clrim.h. And Huge, fiD<lrfll 
tu an rntolerahlc pn•nion-lm·er of the wom3n who i• compc:llcd to bccomo bit. 
mr~h~r->< f>ehc•<kd. C..ain i• oi tl>c. dcvil's pany to <C~n wilh. Not"""' Ill 
rdoo:b "·11hout wurl"ng hi• o"·n dislohu..,, 1bc poc~ry is 111 the i 
their prcdiounem•. )),••m i< thc pri« of llu:<r •insul~ritr-or urr they lt 

all' If t~ i• >ny p~nt ID thts< bralr>tic f.rhle<. is 11 """ tlut bc:.n oo lin:t:l 
aretlw:yrncrdyopcr3nc! 

Of course, on on" lc""l oi inu:rprcLIIIOII. K)·ron'• ,·cue r<:r=ntei 

pc:rf«tly M. C:tmuo'o wnrld-.tl:t.urd wi•h Of "~""'"' Go<l. And frum oldrt 
ccpt.rnnoftl<>omasByronha.t.. n wooldl>eoodiff.cuhml!tcrtodcdll(c>n 
of hopdoo.ncH. Tb. ch.o<3clcn = n<Jt tnral. the~ .>re dimU\oltcd. l..rfc 
andthcoddo>rcunpoMibk. Jlcf,Mhc~ounrkr,thcpmt>gon•S~;may 

110mc J!<llt of thc. truth: the Gt:aour I he lnrcc <of hti erred; Sd•m hi• own 
C.m.,dihel;.,hclushcc:n lrV!ng; Lrrath<::to:nw:ulh!Sown gtfu ;u> 

Alp the irrcw>C:lblwcJS of hrs tfugw<e; lluj:f> the 1rbr<ruy ""'""" t.>i 1...­
mtn art ocry mur:h aL>11c: "'thctr bl"' r<d.o •nd unwu:d prcdiamcnu .... c. 
wh•k, oon>e uf them !Jridsc the golf. The Giaour wnfe.ud; Sclim rot1ICI 
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ll'lff! dnptr alf111ur wuh Zulc1ka; Conr:~d cn<ou111crs a11<llhor W<>fn:m, Gul"-"",.,... 
• dl murtkt fnr l>im; L.or:1 rn;u>..>gu m od<:ntify hoi!U<"lf with the pof>Ubr <:OUlt!; 
Alpf1.J. FmKn<a og:un; Hugo •~prcue> himsdf tullv to h ... f~thcr· 

lkJ.:I>I '" lin.to.>di<- Ulsh:>m<, 
M~lifcb.Juo ondmd.th.unM;: 
,\<orr"o.ldl<"lin.oocrr"dthc""'· 
.\nd,...... mUJti>Wl"h OO.h inooc. 
My<runCiftiii<WVO"<tluhuonall•ic:w, 
Su1 God muot )lld~cbct-..~n ult<>OI 

n.. io tht. o>ld= mode of traga!v: an K<<j~cd O>ndnil>n h~• b«n rcpudo~tcd. the 

..... W<klenly disoovcu ~ "cwly hostile world with wh><h h~ h.:ls to """"' rn tcrmo. 
h."• "'"'Y rol ellr~ngc.l ooul• " tim>lar to tluu uf )""'ph Cmmul, although Kl/fiC 
Ills.,,..,·, sittutium "'" a Lulr ~ nchrrdl ~nd 11lu.uio~n. Compare t~ Cor· 
.. ,...,.b Hey• in l'icJI>I")'. l1uJiJthcCouair 

'ni1ioHt}~t: 

HrlmcwhLm.dt..klcru:d.bm he: knew 
l'h<hnttothorloothcdhun,crouch'dauddread.dwu. 
l»n<,wlld,and>!n!lg<!,hc•u.-..lahkccA<mpl 
Frumallafk<r-a...J.Iromallconr""'l"·· 

H<oil11"~>notCOill<.io.>wOf<"iti>t<fri<-ndsor<n(ouo .. lt.nsthcnryooron::ulhLO 
Irk ool>. • lnl>t:uy :ochtncmtm. ocrott>rhohnl not by llcrmn4ikc W<lhdrowol W>th ito 
rol<rna"'llmonul>ilif")', bur by • lptem of .... tleof "'~"1'1• b,- Ilk drl.cloment of"" 
..,...._..,d,."tlla-smonptchon~ing•w• .... In rhi1 !iCberMhr h.:KI J~rcci•...d the 
_,.tJp.o,.in!fthtoU~IIIif<-,..llhout<ulfnin,:ondal111001w11hout>DrrU.thcW<l<kl 
-oda<tabkhK<Iu><duJt>< . 

.. th.R ... ~. ~ ...... '!""" tn the c...n:. .. ; 
-.;CWM"#<aiiC"O"doo--qmck.nungnl<.rndh,.hcon 
On•ooftcr f<ding,.uuJdnlli,Cidc·poft; 
OftcoulJhc .......... utOO-o .. t-tguil«l 
Uypou.<;.,.llwonhyufafuulorchild; 
Ycr"~aU.or!h.rpuo!ODVIImly•"UhcS!ruvc, 

And"""" inhimilululh<nomcoft..wc! 

t.hit ktvc for Medor.~ b.~h nurtur~d and und1d h1m. Hcy~o~ too lud a vu!~. 
(riD!: htcuuld nrvn htliulc a ~dc:ttm (cdmg~; that het both und<:rm1..., him 

bnllgihlmlhmugh But Byron,mh>Jvcnerntnlocaatleu<,l.livCIIon(yspa5-
) tlut move...,.nt of C<Hl!KIC<><:e"' prominent in Conr:r.d. 



Byron, - mUSt not forgn, w;r.s pnn~d,ng cntc<Ullltncnt• acbptcd, r.~thn !il:c 
tiJOoe of Gr.&h:a.m Gra:nc, tn the tcml"'r of 1hc ~gc, hut ~1.., to Ius own r<quirt­
•ndprdcr<occs. Andhct.....dclinlccfforttod•..:iplinchilprdc!l'nca:th.otiltoil1· 
he gwu m.ony p>0$.1g"" which appe-ar to v.cn the .umc prrnurc on u• as thc u.g. 
dw~ but amfn """'""Q( th>t dcvicc"• illumin:nXm, none. of iu be..ling. Ahboup 
Bymn <ktcribeo the mcm.al mot.ontll <i hU dt:tractcn, he Cti!Ul.lntly subj«u that 
to the prttcncc<>f myot.-ry. Ht i• "'""')'1 hintn>g •t- frightful xcrct, IOIIICP 
hlun.kr. HiJ hcroe~ arc t~thocr l'""'"'~uom d C:un nr mcn who h..vc btt11 plox!!f 
apinot. Thc roootqumcr is Wt they c.-.okc alltrmtYI"' and sun from rndo<ln.G. 
Thcrc is a world nf diffcrc!Kc bnwccn ao intcn<cly dr.~nuuc !UU.:Otioo a..d oac tlul 
.oeoms intcnstfird by allu•ion "'a ~ncr.~l p.lllrm. Then ... l)"l"' of situation o.ln" 
lookt-in term• of art, dtJt is·-·inttl't<li;~tc. the $CCond at one rctnO'<t. The lint 
(OuU•Jt of~~~ lsltE~ds, a C.:.nr.u.l £i<:tion) is much lcs. mdOOr.t.rnatic than By,.\ 
~ntnn of the Bounty >Wry'" Th1fs/111fti. n... <:.nnr.d is exotic :md ~ 
hut is.., btc:ouoc it (:(IIU.:tiru nunr dcmcnn of th.: unb.mtiQr. The Byron il cuo:i: 

<lltly tmofar as u •urvlvn thoc p••f"!"•<OUI ryping I<> which Byron •ub;rm • 
ch:trxt..,.. 

F<~rmc,myloo iowh:atl><>ugbt:tobo:, 
lnlifoordcath,thcf<OJI..,andthcfrcc 

c ... nnd"lhandlingofafietinnootn['<'b U!toSU'f"'ndincr~dulny; B)"r<>n"svcfl>llnli 
thctmt>US[I<'ndscrrdulity.TI...uoubkioth:tt llyron bilitorontrolth<.WI>I:'* 
IUJ'C'"""ingmin<ltlut•wiftlyrcbtnthcnarr.uivctnfanuhumelodranu~ 

tt~lf tn fr<voliurs. or """'·fri.,Jn1C:Io that fornbadow Do,. /UIIII. Byron lw bcpl 
tnn""'"'thoctopJy-tunryhrccthatun~cxtr.ICI.rd frnmthcbnguagt: 

Jack .... , ombf.r,...."d.-ocva hao ......,.. •. 
Andoobooknowootwhati.O .. y,hoo"""" 
:-;loroworotn•oin;thok>ngOO<Igcnialto~~nd 

Rc•i•·rd lien Bu~tingfrom his pi~ profound; 
Hc<lr<wilfrnmhiomouth.andlockcdfullwioc, 
Bllfmaclyoddf<lt<>thcoothhil<y<'<: 
ThusrmdcrUigthtimpcrf«tphruccunpk\c, 
Apmntio<>I.....J t>OI<ep<:>t. 

Mdodr.o~ ,, odf-<OJU<tOOJ; and Byron'• !df~ in this poem iJct..r. 
tiY<:.quitcviti:uingO.ristian'srHOivctoevxuatcthen.:uivuandoo6gbtthinJtll& 

Thcpointilth.uByrone>nnothavcitbothWIIys..AthcmenotJCriously~ 
cannot I.. included in a to~tgcriu of 1imil~r but ~tttiously pmnurd thcma.. In .. 



'11ocw ... ,thaboyaol<f.notl0fr..,hunr....: 
A.wlott!~arm-clocotbdd.iu'-Wt~trln>ll, 
Ct•lll!•!otodflilacroutrrn><nl• . .ul'\igln 
,,....,..,.wh;,inhisg:ub~l£. 

~- wt~td !< IJUO!C g<>!UILQlh, at><f doc:o IIOmt ~"jlllllle Wret.ktng. it CVIna:f 
~ ,.,o_ohiltty. Alter .n. if a ma.t~.cann<ll uk~ ltumdf ~~:~..,..Jy, be 11 h:trdly 

IL> l'ft'CII' "<'"""'ilY thoot thcmea th.u mij;hl J«m to tmphote im own it!~. 
T1trllrrooaicdwao;<enwouldb.>~•a'f'knc.LdreatouniOdoaPt~on 
.u.,.. ik,. ~ wncuntd w1U. do'l'l1~tn« h,. 1cmpenmcm 1han with 

111~ puutin pct>bklnl ol h.. own. '11R temp•nmt:tlt fi"I"IIIU ""~ 
In. .nJ Hy"'n ~ur cndo up a• puppacu. Tbc poetry i1 tlltlx ina>ngnb<y . 

.... fbprmcy to mthlnma is 1<> pmd0o;c bra of a11 UIUICn'IOJ Wod; foe U.. 
-.y be- tilt-~ pure rla ..,._.. ~tmthtbty Tbc Oadauu ~ 

andfltJII)!I!Il,hulfMt\w,pllfJ"""'ofUprutJngduplltwnhaciwtli:u· 
.tP lt..od In them &-. Somnuna uoly •lit- hy.,ma.l. the manio;. U.. cm., 

1 ut~tf ... wry tn<:alts nl adf.a1nc:uton. In lhron tke r~~' l"'l~oJ and tk 
-.. tht upmaion 1i a tr.tJiiic IJI!'IO<I; onlytM delob..ratdy ahorun lw 

WhM, th<-n, rltbt-ch~ra.:tns "'hor>w: a}(<>'I>Cs role up"' manylin(:l 1 Ate U...y 
.miy ligmcono, but plaotcr :ID.urdiuH ltkc Qu1ott>1L Mor~n>tcrn'• l lctr von 

Polmllrum ;uwl tM N~~~ Do tMy bt!<on11 in the _,.Id of d>t fo&wi"'l 

~"'~"'"""'ll<tlonoliacto.oty.,.g:>na..dl>bn¥<.,KDffl..,...ztvrnn ..... u 

,..__hlnfholalf'o~~< hnt.a..d proo......,.,,.tfl<haatmR rff<ct with.._. 

... .-.~o.<w,....,... ..... ~...._......._....,t...,:;alyp<Dt,~ 
.. ~fa-~~from,..hichtMoonallltalt .. iuname. 

F.......,·,lrlnlb""") 

~·, n<::l!~ .,,u, f~miamc rhyme: h~~o 1hc ~.,...'"'"""!:of tM wn 
If tlwt; bul hr W11 IICi/Cf ddic:t~tt-iuodod 1<> tltr Ame Ulflll. H " tDUdt 

a.e rohu.t, ~lthooj:'h 11 could ac:hoC"\'c the firm gcntlci'IOI nf the idyll! in T~• 

b aytlltng, "' bet, ;, robUII: uco:pt his guidinJI: hutd to the re>du. We 
111_, qursiiGIIJ not mcrdr .odnntc and of our o,..n onvont~<~n, but tho.c 

• ut of we m11h U.. anompt to tud him cnmc. Ont: q~~e~tioo ;. apccial· 
t/...,:uTin dtlultc utohiltmmlJOrl. muM~ tud aooordtng \1:1 hi1 



ttmpcratnc!nt, and &l>UnY th~t he irucnd• to he fa"..-.1' I think thu would bo • 
,..;..,_ True, Hymn w;>o an rncoMU~:nrt JI"IOll, and in his ~ WOtk m.U • 
aarhcncoutofir~lnlity.O,.ID<k¥"C'forhtma£.udluen.rysdfilto.sk'­

troubk. Jt,.ou]dktoauunlOeth•thel,..dlli>COOtrolov.-rlllla'l<>Uasts,all 

:o»umption. lie hu, rn bet, drre« ""'"' ..,]vn.. and ern ocroS!tm nula luo d tb 
all. 

Frl""ll. Wn: " tM cwtKt-t of the: rom•<Ko; ~ the: polemical •<do • 
lncrary:ond-..:olth.crnts;and<hrniU..:muwtvc,sd£-<."Orui;MillltCrr:otor. \\"o 

a projccuon, ~poet on I"''"""· and a very ]~rsunal rmp<=roo; aDd D<nr 1-u 
mixture of all rh~. Ol thde, the bot is the dumuum. The f"""$0" is ta:> boc ill( 
tht]><l<t. juot as the: biography h;u bt:cn too much lor the ptletry. 11K -~ 

"-'l">rkmg"and rtstlcs.qu.:rlity th_,r Arnoldc:t>mpl.lrtlfd about were thc:•·rry· 
'""''""Y· We art apt. I dunk, to i<kntify the: LiiiCcn: ,.-,t.h thc: h.omogclloll•<= 1 
pia auiu.&: that io "'"""" ,. a COIUUilt '" ftw mn>d.. There 11 a gciKr.il ..! 
cnlightcncdaJ>umptionth;)l LdnaM.U..yand Mas,totakc u•u:alrumpk-\ 
nKJ<e si<>:c<e than, say. Ll Ror;hdmr.IUld and Wall~ Suvcns. Unmixed l 
unrronic atllludes. seem in wmc people"• minds to cxhaun the suKcre-.and tU 
spttc of Mr. Eliot"1 efforu 111 rdubilnate th< mixed moods of Doo110e. M1<Ydl 
JOOnwn. AUtht.l.olmunc.,.•uybodford~Cilyruns. Lool< >!<he llynllll( 

up: no IJ'i"*'Pher. he pn:fou mnuda and moods: highly odf-coooo:iouJ, 
of Hou-s of/JI~~ns, h< wanu to he f"'>>>Uiar ond yc:t sinttrc. 

Surd~ h< ro-ordin:ucd all this a~ well a1 anyone rould h:tve doPC? Whir 

wn,.·mmght~gr~teotpor;m,llna"nyontMfurmof:orutc.df...:onxiou..-

0\'~r; :ond],., guy• the rok ol inll'"'"'rill only to kcq> 11$"" the xround: .l:&tr .. 
Jccm• ro ptllllt nut, rhi> i• only ~ po<m. ruu ll"luwJ WhJt irrit.>tes m:lllJ •-bro 
t;U;~n the trouhle to •~od ll)·ron cnur~ " I"' undcv~tcd view of hio arL Hu 
- the a<t. t.h~ Jnng night!, the "'u~h f<>r a stan~·fnrrn-wct• "11 nc-~r ci>(>Ugh If 
«llt.ilnt/r("ud•ofhiolifctnp<«ludcllhoolucc poses. llio sinttnry w.,U..of 
fltll. Do~/""~ "not only <onccn:: it is .. .;.,.,._ which "to ... y tlldt tbr: 
undc:nakcn dehbo:r:ucly and W>th full :auommodotinnofthc mtalll toadar 

Thu11 mnrcthan ~can .. r fur /'rom•thws U~bou~d. Th~ Prthul<. and H 
D)«m'o poxm i> the richcJt in knmvlcdgc of CXJ"'ricntt. however di><la>mtd. 
tloqucnt incvcryR•nzaofthtr!la<kquacyheh><l found amongthcnmplt 
ol ......,nee. Tlo•lsl1111d <Nrb ,..., cb.ngc from 1implc to complex. [ro;n 

oolem.ni<y 10 delikr:tt<' half«rHouwtu.. Humour d.tsturbo thts poem: lllll 
humour;, an rntegcr, noc a m;~nncri>m: not tht'- from the note-<humbint; roc­
E!gin. Th•Curs•ofMtn...,.,ll" 



BYRONIC ROM,\ NCE A:-10 NATURE'S FRAILTY 

·o.~ghtcr ol fo-e' in BriLJ.111'o injured nan><, 

A uue-born UriiOft ""'Y tk dml diocl.alm. 
Fmwn DOl on England; England own• hun DOl 
Athcno,nolthy plumkror W3>aSco. . 

.. thu kuxl ol rlung, ddt .md compliyung: 

lliJrotl>. .. droop'd,urxun.:inu>ola.n...th, 
OtluuotWG<n oway; hur•ltolowe« 
l.•ok'dto:.hi>bc:lt,o matflmMialp.>ir­
(l.o;tn<llthi>rnN.pboraf>f'""raJCOif. 
'T'hough<>netru.,'dfirc,thr-<llho"..-ould~olf .. 

... "'hen B1ron uml nf tM t!ml~ift<:d, M mrncd oot only to hunx.ur but aOO to the 

......, •t><l (umplcx """ pl<~y. ALI<i whnr we might f:tuh the romatl<:c~ with 

..,.,.nt».d.c:romcdy wnhcornpk:my, "'"'fond tn thcdram.llo p:uicm caplor;>· 
_. ol whounWI t~mcs. n.. g•n and r~kc of ptnotul intcrc<>U~Y coublcs Byron 

•...,. feding from nuny pomu t~f view, w atutomtu more fully pus100 and ou 
aipm<ity, to uch.angc digrt:U~K> for ooliloquy-rvcn to dcmonstr;>tc the futility nf 
.,kind of undtrst~nding. l1tcse playJ. 1'101\C uf them •nrcnckd fur'"" stltj!('. and 
~cdtoll)'rl>ll'sidc:tolthcumucs."'<rcwnncnwlulcBryonw:ufinishing 

... /••· Thty compruc tM fetling• and ottu.>tl<tn> whidt tn Dtm /turlf "~ 

.-.1 liP wnh •oplmue~rcd. kh(tWtng fomol10my. They might thus lx J;tJd to 

.. mile the overflow or the m•rbid of the lungr""'m, tilt donic.lll resot:uch behind 
j,; hrt)hotlll rep:>rt. Rut ..,vtr~l anl<t< of Dt>~ /~•n lud .....," compkt<d lxfor~ 
JA.- f.bnv, Tlrr ·r ... 'O Fosc,.,, StvJ"""f'i'l•"· c.,.,. ~nd Hn~r, grrJ E...,h wc:r~ 

brF. Tbc un:ogc oomu to nund olthr goft.,d ~ntocopot<>r who produces the 
tJt/i'fJtuztrr (ur ~~ lr:ut' thtr<l of it) and tluic\<11· ck~t>a work.buuk< on cast the 

~ ""llltCIIook. But M«'('itl. mmpcm;;uion. prtYat< empiricism. wlut .... cr 
~te,lhrpby• ~re of grc:u. llltcrut, for they •how Byron wtthout wit and without 

and yet 00 lllll r:>nk horn u low :1.0 the Walpuk wlt.oK tngMy Tlrr MysttniJI<I 
he:admttcdst>moch. 


