
Til E !'ERNS 

Wu.,,., ... D•T<T<Y n.nw tn the green tunnel below, trouble dwmdlr:d 10 1 

pod. llto """' guardton, Uncle Ted, W:H tall and gruff and very <Hong, "'l(]o' 
Jolcmn nunncr that d>rkentd the b>ll-1.0p lw>ux. Thio hoUJc w.u l,o,., lince !M 
acctdent ~med htm. )'ft Danny 'l("'nt mou time outdoors.. Hts vtn~ 
JIUSOigt ran from tk nur tn the d1n road. Few (2tJ 1r:1vdkd tlw rlll>d; (or r.n..,. 
the tun,..]!No<k~ axol refuge on the h<Ktca d>ys, "'-here b!fds 1pokc 1n ri.ddlcs&o. 
luddm new.. Augwt wu drorung to an md. Whtlc grapa npmed tD tho IUalli. 
J:bnny could not p;ck them wuhout pcrmi.s:.i.oo. £yen Aunt Ruth grudged bim !"'" 

Ruth aod his mo<hcr had llttn ~"'""· A plump, ...,d.h:urcd, childleu w­
Ruth bec~!n<' <]U>"t anrlp:olc the mom~nt Tcd entered 1hc Mu~. At first, !he 1111111 
to intcrfcrc,tolcMotn tM diociplinc that ourroun<kd D.mny. 'Ditci]~inc:' was a ...I 
To:d bmro:d, but Ruth. nuw th:n 111m"""r tratkd in til(; dUll, ratocd fewer prtts 
She hkewucfe>Jal To:d . If ])anny forgot ahouc lunch. bowtvtr, ob.: ...,..W .... 
down·htll, collmg htm on rrtoO<Jrnful tones. Danny aJ,.~ys minded hu, yet J.­
wnh his unck P'"""""' w:1.1 a oilcnt. brtd and awkwanl a1n:ht1m. 

Today a burning'"" pt!>ctratcdthe•·•,..•· \\'hen Donny felt itsglue.lr 
guw.«< that noon had come. Ho wa• 001 hungry. lie wao Jquatting in tit( t­
whcnhchnrdav<Jice,..arhy. Whilc:rhevoiccwaslnud,rhcwordsaourukdhri 
and alien. D~nny crtpt to one of hto 'wmdows' and J""'kcd our. A rn;on ...... 
bcmlc 1hc stone wall that bordered the •-l in 1hat d>mp 1-pol whett ~ 
fcroo ~WC int:ill ptofUSif)fl. Fermwnualed tbchad; the body in ash.:tpclm~ 
lUll wu thtd:, Jquarc, and lhon. 1l>c bulging sack "" a .t...ulder otnp 

to the rn;~n, but Uuo 1'"'1"'"1 belonged 111 Tcd. Ya. and the ferm Uw th.t 
IOtC out by the roots.....,,.., among !he plants Tal pnud nlOil. 

Dannyw.onted<ocry. Hch~cricd..ftcnoin«the:accldent,tsptcia!lr:o: 

mh•lrnomwilhlhcdoorJhut. Hehadcricdwh.nTaiktllcdachickcnW.I..,.. 



THE FERNS 

& b.od critd 11 [mdong ~ de:!d ""'uirrd or l'lui>tkn:d """'- 10 tht Wl)(l(!.. He w:>< 

- tloo<; t.ht mere "Jil•t of the bl;><k-dad m•n 5o qu•<klr ~·Ki df,cifntly up­
...,.!: fern• brouglu tcuo cloo.. l"M m:>n .....,..e.J toward the wall, ~myong •• 

lr. -· R..-..ching lilt wall, k Jlulftd an ~ rmful of fcrn1 in1o the ~k. H.s b« 
-f.:tndTibi•c,butthtficrccmU>U<hc:olouncdD:mnvthemost..:~ndhtdu.kN 

...,_,ht'•••ndow"toltudd!c:3g~"utthcurth 

Wlw wu 1hi• inu..&cr '"'"""ing' 1115 su~ngr "'"'"ds buzud. 2lt if ht were 
-rl"'lh hnnsdf. w- wnh the wol.jt<<Cn fern>. A< he confmnttd a frah dump. 
lltoftTmoldnlf~• imod"lo~c. Hcw•llod untilthcm:tnbontdown.thc:ncr:~"·lcd 
"""P tbt tunnel and ~~Crombkd uvrr the: w:~ll 1\1\hout di•lodging a oingk stone. 
~ug th.: r<»d. llmnv ~ uplull <>11 h.Jrc !m. ~ ~noN lj>hntcr Ill buy in 
-..., •""' kiWu !lions. hi• ~dlow luir th:u nc-Nied cunmg blc...:hcd m >J>OIS. 

"Aunt Ru1hl"" he dl<"\utcd 1hrough 1hc l..itckn .s.-. "Aunt R111h. thtrc:'• a 
-tAU..r..Jdbdu,.·,.c~hngoorf ... n< .. w 

Althwgh ll.uth npcn..J tht tk>c.r, it woo l"ed who !toned in!O tb. ounlight. 
llal!d b, !he oludol<. Dann>' nv•uud tilt d•r\:ne:.,, and bhnked at 1U m:>kcr. 

"Hioacron tl~ ru.:1d wnh • bag, 1:1k"'g all the fcn>'0-1WI hclpin11 hunoclf, 
Ct-\.T!Id.-

•tu~~~:h"rudy,hoyo.""RulbinttJtupo:td. 

"Lunth ltt d.tmnrd!~ TN pu.betl out the ocrccn door. secured l>.tnny. ""La's 

p~ •urptioc thiJ fdk,w. l.n'J catch him "'i1h the gond.., and fix him pmpcrl~ 
0.M1tncdtoll•dU f=~• TN m>n:hnl hlllltJ>"tr 1hc: lawntoth~barn. Ted 

116 htm w enter tl~ haiDC"'I room. but ""m '"'PI""'rcd with hiogun. L:m ni11h1, 
~. t~UIIed. TN h•d .bee th= cmw. in tl><: t=•r<kn. ~m:>d: th1eveo.~ wu h1J 

-"'""'"'m. H~ ll1d "'~ chc.:k the j!:U<> lo;id, hut j!:rippcd l:bnn•· agoin and 11m..d 
.. lknm 

'W wh01 you g<~ng to do:~ Uncle Tcd' Kill h•m'"" 
-u,-.+oe-;IhtJ!"'100<ioo1.~ 

"!lut,UndtTcd. whvdnn. he: l<">nt fcrnol'" 

"Htdoeo.n"t. Flornu~<""'Pthcmarot~nd•htflo"-u.t~•dl. 
PIIJ:ht•"mlolthcocchaps.Red-handnll"" 

A• they ~hc:d ,ru, hu~ mk in whoc:h he. had btgun a tree house, O.nny 
Jllllrml the mcamng of "rcd-h~nd..J.' f<"rm were: grttn •nd cool in tht hand. 
t.,..... bled..,.. g;tl'l: off up like the mtlk . ..-.W. Sarlct •=get 0\'crwhc:lmcd 

a.y. Uellt"J'!>C'' 5o •uddcnly thol Tcd loo hi1 grif'· 
•Doa\ lhoot h1m. Unck Ted. Hc1l go oW2y, He doesn't ~n know yoo"rc: 

••bim 



nu!. DALHOUSIE REVIEW 

.. M:od?" Ted •mcU,..,d. ~l..vcry field anti boundary is poo~cd, but th~ <Mp 
p..OO..I,Iy can't rc~d. Ln's tc.:h him 10 ~~~ D~nny. La"t gi~ him a ltUOO-" 

The grimlle.<s f>f that mlluth alcnrd D.m11y. A• his undc prepared to~ 
hun a11tw, IJ:Inny jumped dur~nd r.!tt<l dowr~-ho!l. Ted shoutrd in •urpri~t,Btlll 

the gun wl1n1 O:tnny gl:orw:M back. Koo: danng to 1"'" .. · O:t=y ~­
bllllw:~ scr.uchal hu let!• (11'1 thurM. Slumbkd boa: kept hi1 ~- Hu ._ 
owdrwnmrd tM naUc: of hu fm. At the m:ad, be ilood confused and ,..,ndaf. 1i 
might hav~ doppcd twU tbc: ,.-aiJ and through the tunnel, ya. br: w:mnl .,.,..,. 

beneath the ""'m sun. I Ios uncle broke from the bo11ha. gupng with ~lit 
•!\ow, 1h.o!t wao a fooltnckl Wlu•'s wrong with yuu. kid I~ 
Trd Kowled, croiiChcd, whitlrd on hi• hcc:J and tl.:uh..d for the opmong onir 

wall. Stunned by the rcprimllrw.l, [),11my followed lat~r oo f>nd bio uotk ~ 
wirhagahbling,cuitcdc:optovc. 

lldplcso, tht; m;~n Lnch amoog fcrru whtlc the gun fOoted at In"" .11 
IhnllJ Upwrd nartr ID :1 W>dt C>tcit, !M IYWI >q!ICD:ed Mth f<2t. Hu ..... 

arnu di'f'dkd tM core ol didokc. Hil <JIIi•cring mllilxlw: diYickd th. brtM la. 
bmc.ath an nkl f«<or.. hat. M. .. bk cyu ohiftnl '" "I'P""I to l>:r.nnf. who 
arthcavagc,unJ""""lkedkockTeddtL~cd. 

MOnyourfcrt,rnit~crl l'mgoingtnllltnyou on. h'tjail--und.:raand1' 
n.., h~lian trtppcd in rising, fdl lurd, rollW on plurnp hops hkt an.,..... 

btttlc. D"nny's laughter suflcd bwath T<:<l'o cloud of r.~gc. BirtiJ 11<1 kotpr 
"SucdOYCrgrapclunchct~~~l. l..ightr=rowro:asTcdbcckoncd,~nd D:mny. 

'""""· ~\'ou ony Mt. D.anny. Guard horn •mh the ~un. He's DOt to hutlr • 
inch.~ 

uM.,;~ 

•You!" TMmoclingtnn.tdropprdtoae<>nfidenuaJ,.·h•sper. "Dun\ 
'f'h.e gun un't Joadrd, but W~ ,~11 ~<;>re him OU\ Q( hiJ W>U bdorc !M .hcrilf 
Olray,D~nny'~ 

D~nny nodded ~~ h>s uock. A thin nooc and ponchcd-io OO$UtiJ ..,.,,. 

obo\·c a l""ll• wdl-thapcd upptr hp and cleft ch1n. TM pen:•ng gray ~ ...­
tnough 10 in•un: ohcd<Cnc'- Danny pouted at the gr.~o. c:II'C$Stng hilt-. 

uyou ,. . .,., a ..,,tneos, Danny. He even pulled nut thr: roou. lt'o a­
a cnme a~;:Urut ~~:~turc 1~ 

D:rnny "'!"'""...!:as tM l«turc mnunutd, Ted could name codr 
anom;~lorinocctonhJJiond. lthad bccnfur~torambk wnh llim in tbo:woodr..t 
along the rn~~d>2ftcr • ~o~orm, when to;rds and gra .. hoppcn w•rcout. llrm• 



The h~h•n qu:ulcd •sthc gun rhang«! h'ndJ. Stod: :uu.l U..rRl wcu un 
..W,.. but O;u,n). wnh th( d.:Tolooo of hit tOI·d,·c ~:tn, k~>tW bow rowboy• and 

'held!:""' .h Tnl•uock from the ~ttflt. D:tnny touk cb;ifF. He w•• ~ 
..,., ..:uw, gUJr.Lng:. Ltc3diCI"<JUI Chc~M<" ••• He oquannl on b.ot hcciJ, the. 
t.r.d><:""'h,.koca.f:><.1ngthc ltah>n.whu ... lug LoylxtwerO>thcmforni<kn.ct. 

tile gr;ou t:cldcd hi• f~. h11 p.tlms wore moUt frum ~pprdw:ruion. He 
• gr.us bbd< fur romfort. g>rinp: •nto those nurbk eya. bewildered ~~ tb;it 

w~ unik. ooting the ..:.ikd dothcs •nd hnokt:n fin~rn•ilt. 
•&t'~ the lt•li•n bcgJn. "'You b'lung to himl Yoo 1..-., here, h1h?" 

Dmny ><hor~ct! him .. lf ln <ilcn.cc. Wor<b ....., .. mclu: the fLuuring 1f>t-3kC"t 

.. f<u"r.allutl oot """' mrt hio f:l!hcr •nd mothtr. Wmdt .....,,. bl$c: Tcd, 
h>m!C("<rnmafurthtl>unal,prom>5C<ilindne<•andlovc. Wpr..UJ:.c:kcd 

RW., hi• .....,]aunt. 1milrd w>th cndlt:sa p:mcncc from • ncuu:al corner .... 
..b!ltfd ~~~gun, olid back .. ard tn • dryrr pach. Uluc·j•y• bod:.crnl •nd 

in th< tuou1d. A oqu•rrd jahbuo:d from tht. •otk w~ll. Alrh..ugh the nun 
~rnEngl11h.Oaunyl'rctcndcd<kafll<"$L 

·ouy,boy. r<l"'"":ltch,•n'lw:grtpolilcformo: .. 

Tht =n ohru~g.d. ~p:hed, fon~'<'rnl hi1 ml!$12chc. When he SJI cf<.:t ;nd fdt 

~keH, U.nny radocd tht gun.. but ~u tlut (~me from the w •r "'~' • 1''11e ..... 
"Sure! lt:olt~ {(rn back on tr.t.in,ocll 'cm in city-bur nut M roor~. h•h? Now 

bpo.J." 
Thcrtl;ll!(rowr><:<l»l>~ rc"'"'".d hiolut ;r.nd w•p.d IWt>t from m:mcd luir 

with grey. He 1•mmcd oo the h>t. filled hi$ P'l~~'• oqutn(cd 11 tht fcml 
bJ the "~11. H .. fue wu gcntlt as he l11 tht tobxw and puffed. 

'"J'kaoyfcrnMrc.hw whlo'happen in jar!~ Poloce not gtvc """""Y f<1rfcrn 
lcrit'gi~ ~- mlkh. bUI1110DCJ. Pknty fern here, hny. He no mi" 

"'He'• gutoigns around, aOO he ow"" thi1 



1MhalianLnhaltdLhisLnfor,..,.,i<:ln. Sunhghttouct..dh,.fatt,ghnrtdl$ 

!M .. J,..,r •••a!dL k oquc.:ud from aught pock~ M:lr hLJ he:L. He~ Ill 
dLal . .hutthcasewLihadick,ohoc.l:bishe:id. 

"Train comt. JOOn, boy. Traon LP city. You lt1 me !I" homo:/" 
Aping hi1 undc, Danny KOWied and pu ..... d his lips. The lt•lian lmikd 'P' 

kancd on hi~ dOOw u if he a...J Danny .....,.., tn share a picnic lunch. 

Ml got hay hh you-t'rtt hoyan'two gorL They''""' plem• long oil'opl 
guforj:l.il. Wh:L\~yi'M 

Danny f~ccd toward the gm:n Lunnd, hut cytd the m:on ashncr. T<d­
bound to rcLum ~fLcr phoning th• .hcriff. The tun h:ul pancd LlluniLh, ynllt!Ldl 
W:U nu LCOlpl21inn. 5«ure deJrllc !he pka, l)~nny ratt<J the gun on 1ho: Jnl' 
Slotod up!O>tretch,ca. a .b.ldowof ""'f'O""bk dimeru.io"". 

"What yo11 o:oy<H the hal.:on rq>eatcd, jMJ.hing from the ground. 

Wwds h«::me ""'"lt"'· Words ttverscd their J""''uoru. and. L~h blil­
i~ys scrc:~mcd warning., D>nny fdt him<Clf Lmrnooncd. l11c green nmncl 
bttn••m:Llluprooon. SuddcnLC:~nw~hishlrtehc.tandkhlki.horu. For 
be .obbcd wi1h<>u. ohamo:, for he remembered 1M aow, Mng-sbot by hi.o 
Lnnpingintothoeurnkrhrwh,Lhccrow~thr:t.t...damnngthelnvabcirllrt 

d1td ... n..,t.-:o.li.on•t:lfffla< l>o.nny.hillipswork<ngandhiomu .. acheqw 

I hs l'"'k>n needed no Woftb. He Slood creel am! dappc.d h11 h~nds in gra\l,._ 
"You good boy. Good,1ol~ "'"II"·H !\ut hissoftgunurJl ang<rcd 

-..hn.,.arnptdinthcd""andr:tised2firmchm. 
~All ri~ht, nUstcr. Clur OUl, 2nd fast! If my unck ut.:hel yo.o-" 
Thi• thrut wao effective. The lulian fl;uhcd • gnn, wheeled :amund. 

~~"""'double. he podded Lht<>U)i.h the field on bowed l~gl. p:!U'Cd 31 the b«aai 
Lhtwall tosWetpoffhi•hot, ""·1•ed iL,di..,.p[le•rW. 1-kh~dal»ndon-cd rh<t,. 

fm,._ When D:tnny anY into the road, 1he footprinu wett muddltd. An 
qui~ hdd, nnti! the hil!sult puh cr:tshcd and «hoed D:Lnny m:1de fists Ill 
handl. dug them mto his pock~s. TM w:>s h.ulenmg on. 2n~s behind him. 
ucuse wuuld help. yn D.tnny aw:~.~tW tht m:kontn~. hummed Dff-kcy, pUT Lhc 
tunndf<>revcrfmmhim. 


