
PATR!ClA ALFORD 

Window, Mirror, Drawer 

Window. When silcnc~ looks in the mirror. as when a boy throws ~ 
•tone inro ~pond, rho mirror ripple<. Silence doem't agr"" wirh rhis 
effect. Silence would rorhercomb hcrho.iro.nd bru<h her teeth lih 
cYcryoned5c. Silence would rather put Qn mo.keup. Sl•c"d like tO 
apply lipstick, 1he'd like tO put on the heavy <ilver jewclry <he 
boughtinthe dcurt,rierhe 
hond painted <i lk scarves in 
hn hair, but when Jilencc 
looks in the mirror other 
r~.lookb..ck. bee number 
oncisthcf.cc of a loon 
playingaStone flureallnight 
long. Face number two h., 
b ... ido tied with ribbons. Face 
numbcrtlu"" is • no show. 
Numbn four waohes her face, 
praCtise< her <mile, sheluno 
forward to apply 
Silcncconwait. Shehasalroody 
waited. H as a neSt b<.hind the 
bathroom door >mong the 
damp towels and underwear 
Silence ha< all thctimcinthe 
world. Drawer. In a drawer 
lined with •cenrcd paper. 
silence krcp• • hand mirror. 
This is my mothct's mirror. silence thinks. lt was her mother's 
mirror. The handle and frame ydlowed ivory. Once there 
was a brush to match and po<sibly a comb. it 's a wonder rhc mirror 
hao survived, for mirroro, >'you well know, arc prone to brcaL 
Silence think•, we've had 1even years bad luck anyway. More. 
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