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"POWKII POLITICB" 

A~~~~~~~g~~ ;::a:~h~~rk~! ~~k w~d i~~ 
artieJ. about "Power Politil':8", ia a queation indeed of DO 

great importance. It may yet bfI investigatoo in IIOmll dis­
.ertation for a Ph.D. degree. with tho energy . bOWD in tbtl 
Jamou. .--reh upon "The UIMl of the &.miooloD in Sorlor 
R«arIUf", But tbough tbe aulhol'ilhip of the term iii trivial, 
the IIOrt of altitude to 'llrorld all'ainlwhich needed 5ueh a.lAJrm 
for it.e Ilxpressiou i8 a deplorably significant 8ign of our timllll. 
I Ilball llrat ~tate. in mOn! or less compact form, what J have 
gathered of t hili doctrine from ellJ'rent lll..8f:uinllll in _bieh its 
dioou!;IIion figulUl coD@pielioualy. An effort 1.0 put it in worda 
will illtroduoo laler comment. 

The erood I b!l.ve in mind might btl Hummari:u"d thut: 
WI' al'\' now hp.ck in R\'llwro PUTPIl"" to W)Ult "'ft d~ludw 

tlw ~"'rlulou" ·...,d perhlll'lI for III tom~ "nO dMUded ou ..... ·I\"t'.­
iDlO Ihl..ll..king that ... r bad ,"\"fll up. Thf 1'"'9'"' oj NaJ..o .... 
.. ilh ita atr...,talion of Introducing a moral ~I"m"n~ into int"" 
n"Uonal ... l .. tlun.lllp. ""N from Lh~ Ilnt (w !'!,KDor M~$4O)lill1 
110 "'~ll "oin(.~l out) IW Iml'uRlul'l'. For th~r~ iI no such ~1('m~Dt 
in thf d('aiinp "t Stak .. "riili nn,' anower: thel'{' n"H' ""U. 
n ..... Cr ",ill ~, Ind m"'('r ean bco any moti,·~ Ihfl1' al work other 
than Itru"l", lor pn'dom,nan('t': an ~uph politi.,. is "po_r" 
I,.,hlie~. 

1.lke ita lU'f'll""l'8iOl'II, luch all 1'h~ lIulJl AUiallU Ill,J 1'hr 
COtIctn oj Kllr01/f, th~ U"9\l.' " ... ""nd • ..! to hav~ "u~ olher 
andnoblerthanthlldc";n·loV<'rPHllllkth~oontrololltah'.dinll 
Infcmbcon, "ho from ill inCt."ption lound i~ rood Itrat.f'U' to 
1I'0rklQItClher. Sueb ", ... 11 me .... ar\IHNl ofdttCU11II!. Wbl'none 

!:~. S:;':: .. ~,~lyl~o\~y~~~n~n~vi~I::r·elO~~-;;-lIb:~: 
!,:.~ ,~~r;:::;; mlo~i~:u~~ :'1I":er S~a=. ""~h:o .::: 
..... l'1lCogniu thil, and govern onnclvo. aooorllilli:ly; lb. better. 



I" II" -pirit "f ,u~h "yn'l'i.m, ~n~ry pn:or~"lOn of concern 
for 'ju,ti ... ,," i~ ~~'(lW<i. Wh .. th"r i~ ~<llllt'll from London or 
from Hom~, from Pari, ur from Berlin, from WII~hiuglOn Of 

trom Tokio, this i~ alwny~ explain~'<i !lWIlY 11.$ Il lOore or Iet;B 

u.!ll!ful du",k for PIU'IJOM)!< IlI'erywhere I!I!IHl;h, Rnd the ob­
l181'Ver who dra"'. a didinl'tion in favor of tho ¥incerity of one 
POWI:!!' or UII~ group of I'owen; rhther than IInOlher i. di~mill&ed 
u .. quaint ,UrVi\lll 01 .... y. of thioklllg whi ... h up-to-date 
thmken bale outjrroll"ll, Like a biolORi"t It ill teaching bi$ 
lubject ... It ....... lllught ill pre-DarwinilUl dAyI! Mothill' 
eompuiS<lD i.; perhap!l ~till more approprillote. Anatole ~'ranee 
.roUl of :\I~hillvellj Ihat we should be grntllful to him for 
having removed trom Illw it.~ le~lIdnry !oundlllion in julltice. 
Aftor tho Mme manner, the poJjti~nl aeience one u>il!d 10 know, 
80 ... IOl!ely eonnecled with the study of moral valuOli &8 to prompt 
Ari~totle'l darinJ:: paradox "f;tbi~ is a branl'h of Politics", 
h411 boon "-"legated Ul the fl('rap-heap: in the ne ..... thoory of 
the Stat", I'Ollooption, of moral good or ill are ht'ld 11$ irn:!ievant 
All in mathemati('R or in chewltry, 

That this i. the doctrine prevalent ill the "authontarian" 
litatefl. ,., liu~rlleial aeqllaintanee witb Nazi IUld ~'Mei8t and 
Rol"hevibt manif6li1.ull will make ph,in. It il indoed the belief 
which hu .crvl'd 10 bring together POWer'll proliously in aUl'h 
('Qnllil't a. HitJer'B Gennany and Stalin'B RU""la, ""hile Mus­
IIOlini·. Italy h"", 1"*11 IIOIIIt'how at 1000t fnr the tJlne-·~topped 
on the lerge of a hltt' ('(W)perillion. What ~Iirat-u eaJled 
" .... ·.Uo • ..;ng of formula.;" 1I'as a('hieyed la.t AUKu8I al Berlin 
IUld at MOIIl'Qw on " ~t ,;e.ale, but at Home the mWll'le!l of 
the throat Ire stilt "",i.Iant. Agreeiog ... ith l')tllin in I»lIterupt 
for the old ~y~u~m of >ll'rllpla. :\IUliOKlhm h~ by no means 
StAlin'. purpose for A .ubiltitute, and the ,"ommon doctrine of 
"Power POHl.iCH" which unites them lIIay el'en yet 00 illU6lrated 
by a 8trug!11e betwoon "'/l.M'i~t and Bolshovist power, But it 
II nnt in the authoritaria.:n Stat .. alone that the demoraliT.ing 
of international relation~hip hUt been &dvoeated. Under the 
fpa<'iow< ('harily which we100rnfll every -ort of honellt opinion 
in a fnle p~, Ibi. h ... found a11iO both Brith,h IUld f~nl'h 
repl'l:'-entative!I. 

Withoutdl'Oliringto'orbidthe~ono!thatdark0llt 
of Internatiollal hereai0ll, Olle may opportunely point out jDllt 
110 ... illl in('oherenee. Did not Erasmus lay down a prin~iple 
MtilJ eXCE01Jenl. Lo guide UI that "ItiBooWlr In re!uUl an evil 
book than to burn il'"? 



SII} THB DALIIOCSIF. In;\"I~:W 

I I. 
f'rom tbe day. of tbo Oret!k I!Ophi~t~, thi'!'(l hILS ~n ir. 

t~i8tible IIllpeal to a «rtain tyJ'Hl of mind in .. "hat Amt'rif'an 
lIang e&llh the "debunking" of p~lfe.o.ionl of rnorlll II<'rupie, Thllt \l\'cryono i8 ju~t like everyone eh.e, no 0110 ovt'r r",a1ly 
colL,idering any purpoo.e at all OJ:t'ept hi~ ~rwnal /ldv ... ntaKO. 
i~ II. "'ow of mankind pu1 forward in c\'rtain QUllrlru'll ",jlh obvioUi deligbt. A dark e-Iullllte. one might h",ve thouKht. 
lind 10 be adoptOO only on ('oln~lling IlI'idenee, with pain! That it brinl(ll rather a ('hupkle, if nol II. thrill, of l)!6Mure to 
our "dollllnkol'll" iM apllIu't'nt, ooth trom tilO tone of Iheir ad· vlX'llC'y and from that C'(Jlltcntmf'nt .... th the flimllie~t ovideneil 
wbif'h II.lwllyg botoken~ e&g(:rnllQ tor a partit'uJIU" cOllolu~ion, "A little .. hal about thl'! bad tin'(!II aI_a. __ iba\'('JII me in good 
spiriu", said one of Tholn"" Tlardy', gNlial commcntatoR, 
With wille. the flow of &ODd ~pinl' is all the m(>re hri.k IL6 Ihey ceeaJl the uniHlI"a.1 IIllbhDOI!!I; ohHlr\"ing "'gain, with tho d i_putanu in Plalo'l Htpubil(, that the po~_~ion of the Ring 
orGygt'll,renderingit/lIH'3Nlrin\'isibleand hCIl<,eundetcc>table, 
would make anybody a C(lnaummate rogue; with UobbN thaI no pa.rent would t::1LnI for lll~ children but for cnnning f{)rl'<'&IIt 
ofatime .... benhllwil1 neW. them to <'are for him; witb Sir Hobert 
WaJlIOJe that every man haahiBI)rioo,forwhieh hewiU!I/\('.!lloo hi,dearoilt"8(!r'uplo", 

Suell are a fow ('uriO!<itiOll trom cynieal1iU!rlloture of tho pa8l. 'fbecolleetionmif{btbo"'idely &uglll('nled!rom lhework 
of t'rent::h En .. yclupaed!MI.o in ~Uin,ll fori II the fnndAnt(>1l1al IIllf __ king which undt::rilY the MH:'alled wlf-deni.al of the AIre& 
of .'aith. What a ItOry Ihey 1Imd.1l00d, allOllt the ~ini~l(>r eo­
operlltion of priest witb noble and of both ..... ith king, 10 exploit for a priviiegod C&!Ite under the jHl(lf" Ug!lflf Iho j'rodu!ity of 
the Fl'CIIl'h i't;Ople! Bul thlt thi~ Chlpl<;>.f in the hi.lory of re­
ligion a.nd moral. 8hould now ha\"e other than antiquarian interCflt: that the pBychologica.l ab.u~ljti(" I ha\"e i1lu_trated 
in lum fn>Dl I'lato, INUIl 1I0bbe., from ~ir n,)hE-rl Walpolt', 
~houJd 8gain be put for ..... ard for maDkjlld'~ d"I~uJi.'nt; 
Ibatltre.hould rettd on<,emort',in Ihi~I\\"nt:HhC('lIlury, fN>m the IJen of Ameril·all and Cnnadian writf'IlI, ~Il~h notl,cnse ahout 
hllma.n IIlturt:> lIS _'e had 11<>1 1;0.'('0 1lill<'O we read Mandeville', 
Fab/r nf t/lt fJu~ or the I'\)('tion~ on Mylh in ncni~ Ditlerot', Ihd'I.<lI6rr---Ih l$ ll indeed. ~urpri>-E' 

And ~et, ~ul'h a lhinll' hs" ])e(on rlo('ordl'<;l h ... rllnl; ~u .. h rnl\"a!"f a 1(>l1g upludfd folly, I>y the l' ",ilh n~tller l.i..t ~'ri('Il' 
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knowled~ 10 tell th .. m of it. p8.l\1 nor erit;ea.1 insi!\,ht to detec~ 
iu ineoherence. but ""ith tho intense self-con!ICiOllsne"" of in­
wl!o..tullol pioneelll. One think. of Jonathan Oldburk'H relloc­
tion ;n Th~ A "llqtW'1/. on the return of enthll.iallm for divining: 
"Ah. rs.re Hen Jonsoni t.ongJ>O&eet.u thya~hIlKforllo800urge 
on the qUMb of !.hy day. Whol!xpe!'ted.tosootbemrevive 
in OUT own?" 

[II. 

The theory thut tho hehavior of State~ has aJwaY8 alld 
onlrywhere booll determined hy selfish adv"ntage aJonal'(\(/uire, 
for its support the explaining away of eRuh professedly higher 
motiva for many an in~t8J!ue in the past. In thiK entosrprise 
of di"iIIu~ionment. the l..eft Wing historians &I'll. more eager 
of spirit than convincing of mOlhod. That Groot Britain, 
for example. 1'.'&8 altogother hypoeritieaJ in declaring IlOnoorn 
for "the public law of F.Ur(lpe" when sha went to the help of 
Belgium in 1014. Blld would have iIOOn that public law vioJatad 
without a qualm if thi~ had !lOrved her own rather than the 
German inierelll. is in soma litolll'ary quartel1l a popular ~tory . 
h i~ .. contention of the same type &8 tha one illlli~ting that 
seruple about shwery was not tha real eaUlie of the American 
Civil War, or 1ha otber declaring that groorl of Cuban ~ uga.r. 
not disapproval of Cuban millgovernlOent .• lay at the root of 
the Spanish-Amerienn conflict of 1808. The "debunket'l5" 
h""a had perhaps their stiffest recent job in ~howing how tbe 
United State;; refrainoo from annexing Cuba. because W&8h­
inl:l.Ooeunninglyenleulated that it would be mOnlto Amorican 
profit t(l leave the island lUl it wlLS left. aDd that the receut 
dec;,ion reb"lU'ding the Philippines is explicab!a by a ¥ubtle 
W&lthington desilrIl thus to exp[oit still furlhor wbat the nati,'es 
thorehavetogive. Suchmodornizingoftheancient.ophistry 
rt'uched $0100 lime ago a elimlll: of U,e ahilurd which might 
ha\e diverted the ~hade of Soerates. Concerned to degrade 
yet !II!Other case of motive primo I"ci~ high to terms of thllt 
lower order which alooe thi~ IIOrt of critieilllll will admit. tho 
nnaly~tacoounledtorfn.ctoryle¢8IationinEnglandofacentury 
agoaaaprojootofre"ellKfl (inthetrue~piritof"Cl_War") 
hy ",,-nell! of land upon owners of mills. "RetlLiialion tor the 
repeal of tho Corn LaWll!" There i~ a difficulty here about 
da.tes. 'fhe first ~'actory Act was pll.o!Sed. more than ten yel1l'!l 
bef"r<llhe ('orn Laws wore repealed! ,\s :'Ilacauiny once said: 



"0.1 /I(1f', Pfllo pro/.Ur ~Q<; i~ nut IIJ'A':'Y~ IIOU"" "',, .. minI:; hut 
"nle "'>("."90 IIOIl propter ~oc;" unlln_II'erable 

The truth. &II e,ery u.ndid and ('''mpeten~ ob'ol'n-er kno"". 
;g tba~ thflleadenl of nationa.l poli<,ydilJer frum one anoth('T iu 
mnh'e, Ill! thero ia dilJfll't'nee el'orywhl're ellMl in lhe motivl;!!< 
of 1lIlinkind, and th.t the ~uppu,ed complete tr .. n~fO",,8tion 
of a "env<lu~ into a ruthleubpirit wllt'n the rdah01hhip heo,'um ... 
mternatiunal "thet' than Jll'Ml<Jnal I. imB«inary_ '1'" <ay -..:' i, 
perfeo::tly ""n.~ihU'nl wilh reo:-ogni:r.inK thll~ ehief~ of State" hM\e 
othm done for II -pubhe purpo>e ,..,ch "'-'h a, il would hal'il 
horrin(O(ltlietll to do for no purp"'.' of their own. and that th"y 
haveju .. tifiNl method. in the slruJtt::l .. "f State with St-atewhich 
~hey would aekllo .. led~e to 00 di_gn.('@fuJ iu the I'Ompetitiol) 
among- indil;duak Rut not ~ldul1l it they IU!te<l in pub!i!' 
('apaeity hy an inHexible rule of the individual atone, Ih .. i,.~u(o 
would ~ ~Il!l WOI'llt', and it W84 the ellorl wi~ or UDw'i",' 
to meet thi. dllnger thllt detennined thl'm. One may ag-roo 
~hllt the I'ery differe!)! ~fI(In,.ibihtie., eailing for the ex"n.·i..e 
of a diffen'l1t moral di"l'rotiun, .... hieh separate a .talellman',. 
from a private cititen'~ wk, lend themoeh'l'II to abu,.... So 
much morfl I1lU~t be tRkf'IL into &('t,~unt, IUld will he tllkl'n into 
account with mCreMing (oresight, jU"~ in proportion till lh" ~"'!CoI· 
man i8 intolligi).ntly conscientious. If he iM !)lore intellig ... nt 
... dlhout tli" IIcl'Ompaniment of conlMlienee which make'< in­
w lligenee ..are, he may perpetrate mueh mure exten.;jl·eeviJ 
But it i. a poor 8pa1"imen of .·h.t Plato u..oo 10 ('all ""ristie" 
when the..e IU!lmo'A'ledged diffieuhie. or the prorC$llional .. ~ 
IlOmpared .... ith the Ilf'l'9On&1 COn!ICiell~e (dimcultie~ whidl every 
lawyer. elery dootor. flV"n ""ery flnn.nri .. r on a large but by 
no mean~ n_arily an unllCrupulou~ 5('a.lf! kno", .... ell) arf! 
urgOO t.o .ho .. that Burh ml'n engaged on a teelmical tal!k t­
oorne blind to the dill'erence Ihl'Y onee knp", between good and 
evil. The argument that "th" Rig Four fit V_i1I<liI", for 
example, wpr" either intellectually ~o mw'h 1_ corn11llWnt 
thantheirvoc:iferou@eriticaormorallYllOfarhduwlhesecritico 
in senaitil'enllSll, hM ('ClI.>ed to be (,I'en amu"ia/f .• 'IIT more 
1.0 the point is the reminder rrom that leen lIOI'ial psyehologi~t, 
{lustal'e Le Bon. Ihal the act;; of Inl'n in pubhe "",~illtion or, 
all he liked to deI\Cribe them, !\Cta or a "crowd" aro oft~'n 
morally higher, more idealist!<" than those or which !h"!lIme 
men lire capllble l!e ll&ratply, 
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Surb reflection. hanl tlOviou. ooarinll' u!)()n thft annly~i, 

uf the IH'(>'I(!'nt war situ/Ltlon in eu~nt jou",ali~m. 

A year -.go. while the hopes arou.oo by the~allf'([ Muni"h 

_-\~rooment were hri~ht in mlLny btea~h and for a fe ............ 

"'pparenUy .till quit~ undimmed. tb~re .,IUI an impul ..... to d .. ny 

the "ideologieal conlrSllt" IwtwN!n I'owe/"il ur !t">UPI' of P'l ..... r' 

in EutoIM', It _med to many a publi<'i~1 more I'harit..b!,. 

1.0 emphuir.e a funuamentllilikolll'. (If aim, and at te&lil I" 

_l"I?h for l"viri"nw of Iik('I1""~ ill method. That gellial unp .. ~tu~' 

ill still a \'ivid memory, Ilow wo were Il'I"tu",,1. from '«Jnl» 

editorial <111'1"". on the ... ickedn~ uf lupposinl/: Oennan. or 

halian~ Ie ... lIoble in nllliolll.1 .. hara<'ler than ~'ren .. h or Rriti~h, 

and rid,oull'd for a pTOI'ineiah,m "'hi("h 'nadc u, fail to identify 

... ingledi.\"IO"ition under \"II,ryiuKform8(>f('ubtom and 01 ht.ILR:­

uagu! For ~oma odd n:!lI..'IIm, tha I'roeiaumtion thM ""'l' are 

all alikl''' did not h('('1ll. ",hen illustrative e:mlllpl811 woro 1::;"1'11. 

t() illeJude &lviet Ru&;iuU8 in it~ ('harilRble "wf'ep; nor rlid il. 

in tbe weeki< ~uef'ffldinl!" Ibe :\Iuni('h a'b,ir. stop even tbolt(' 

who _moo ~urost 01 utli\"enal Kood .... 'ill from h,tter reprollCh 

lI.If&iD8tlhe"ineon"iderate"'(,~hs- f"orlbetimebeing,itwu 

GermaUH and ItlLliall~ who had to be readmitted 10 the spiritual 

comity. l!.nd the friend of RUSII;a or CW>:'hoslol'ak:i", hlld to Ilf' 

put orr wilh a somewhat iUogi('a1 JI'O'tpolI.9menl. So rao many 

an arlide, hy writen AnxiouB Above All to ('hook the siuhter 

IK'hM1e for dil'iding at I_I four !,'Teat Po .... ·enl of t-:UTOp4' in 

"idoolOl/:ieal" contra.at. One think:! with diSIfUst of tbe length, 

they "'lint. to in,"oh'e lin alike in an ignominious equality. 

]evenin/{ down if need be. irllitead of levelling up. "Power 

Politicl··,Mthemll.>terkey,!l4lrvedthalltrategiepur
~. !Ien<lll 

the shameful falsehood ",boul Oreat BriWn's WILT in fiI/U!h 

Africa having beeo just like Italy's in AbY!ilIinia; .bout F'runeh 

and Brili,,;h trealing their nat;"e rjL(!81 uo better than Oermany 

had treated the HelTfll'Oll-and IW on. All throulfh the .,.,mllt 

I>f "'ell illu,ndl:ld mi!ln'preIII'nt.Ation. 
That mood is over; [at u~ bope that it i~ gOlla for JC,k>d 

l il lIill' and hill I'irele have this hme carried out lha really ef­

footi'·edi~illusionlllant. To do them JUBtiee, it ml.lJjt bo wnitted 

'hAt tbey nfll'er leh WI in mUl'h doubt .. to their ··ideoloJ.'Y"· 

It waa about whether they would ('arry tbeir ide .... lllto elT~1 

tbat many were doubtful, and among the worst of diMerl'it~ • 

.Jone by lOme flubli('isb in allied counlrie, at 8u('h a time WI\< 
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theirr.-uringargurnullllba\n"tbingofthekind\l-nuldbal'" 
I>{'''. t'"r, they pl€'lINIntJy rdlt>o:tetl, was not RNlt IJr,tnnn'1J 
"ery like D,,,/uh/,,mt uwr AUu~ .\nd \I'by doubt that (;" .... 
many ",""uld gtop ~hort in IU'tion, lUI Ol"('at Ilritn.in and Jo'rAnl'€' 
.topped ~hort. of whn.t her "priu('iph"" might indieate? She, 
like tilt-ro, ('ould 00 To.trained only by cofNideration of ll('r 
ndvanl.ag~11 

Wb.t"lHlh.,·eaeen ;"diS('ioslU"e,onal{f"atteaie. oflh<­
reality of the eontnut. }o'or ILnyune, however r;('h in IIlerile 
10000ning, who now prf't(,fld~ as the caut pilrll!iC rUfl~ t.Q •• _ 

beyond" thiB. the Ilriti ~h Blld tlw [o"rllll{·h publio have at prCillmt 
no lei~ur(\, nor taD Ih(\y be exp6('too to have mu<,h IlAtieDl-e. 
Wh.t i, mo~t dankE'rou~ ot all iH the el'torl already \-jgible to 
PNlptll"6 lor "the oominR" peac.o" yel &IIolber ~purioWl con· 
ciliation ool·.;('('n pUrj)&<fIII and PO\l'en< in sheereonfli<'t. We 
have, hOlHI\"llr, HOllie Mfegua.rda in whi('h we can IIlilI trust. 
h i~ too IIOOn, aut('ly, for the popular succ<,,,,, of .... nother 
delusion about equality through &('knowlodged partnenbill in 
the !lame "POWOl" i'olillCH", Is it too much 10 hope tbat .ha~ 
iAa!readylO plain to the publLe will berolllodea.r .,,·ithin l"('M(ln· 
able lim(r- OH'n 10 " llOliti!'",1 lK'ienli.I"? 

1I .I..S. 


