TrE PueEnoLocy oF Nova Scotia, 1923.—By A. H. MacKay,
LL.D., Halifax.

‘These observations were made by the school children of
the Province of Nova Scotia as a part of the Nature Study
work prescribed. The pupils report by bringing into the school-
room the flowering or other specimens when first observed,
for authoritative determination by the teacher, who generally
credits the first finder by placing the name and the observation
on the honor roll section of the blackboard for the day. The
teacher, after testing the correctness of the observation, marks
it on the schedule with which every teacher is provided—a copy
of which is sent in to the Inspector with the school returns at
the end of June and January.

The following tables are complied from 149 of the best
schedules out of the 275 sent in. The selections were made
and compiled under the direction of Miss M. G. McLeod
and Miss Annimae Bill, of the Education Department.

The schedules for each year are carefully bound up in large
annual volumes which are placed in the Provincial Museum
and Science Library, where they can be used by students of
climate, etc. The compilers of the phenochrons of the different
belts, slopes or regions, have been rural science teachers who

_ have most distinguished themselves as' instructors. They

were selected for the purpose on the recommendation of the
Director of rural science education. The sheets from which the
provincial phenochrons are calculated are also bound in annual
folio volumes for ease of consultation and preservation.

The province is divided into its main climate slopes or
regions not always coterminous with the boundaries of counties.
Slopes, especially those to the coast, are subdivided into belts
such as (a) the coast belt, (b) the low inland belt, and (c) the
high inland belt, as follows:
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No. Regions or Slopes Belts
I. Yarmouth and Digby Counties, (a) Coast, (b) Low Inlands,

(c) High Inlands.
II. Shelburne, Queens & Lunenburg Co’s.

III. Annapolis and Kings Counties, (a) South Mts., (b) Annapolis
Valley, (c) Cornwallis
Valley, (d) North Mts.

IV. Hants and Colchester Counties,  (a) Coast, (b) Low Inlands,
(c) High Inlands -

113

V. Halifax and Guysboro Counties,
VI.a. Cobequid Slope (to the south), 5 o
VI.b. Chignecto Slope (to the northwest), £ +
VII. Northumberland Straits Slope (to the north), &
VIII. Richmond & Cape Breton Co.’s £ o
IX. Bras d’Or Slope (to the southeast), £ g

X. Inverness Slope (to Gulf, N. W.), £ o

The ten regions are indicated on the outline map

CoMPILATION INSTRUCTIONS—AVERAGING LocAL PHENOCHRONS
R “REcIoN” or “BeLT” PHENOCHRONS.
For “R s

If ten or fewer good phenological observations schedules
can be selected from those belonging to any given belt, they
may be averaged as indicated in the columns within. If there
are not ten from each belt, then it may be better to combine
two belts, or if necessary, three belts on the form within. In
the latter case the average will be the “region” phenochron.
When a full sheet can be made out for each belt, the average
of the phenochrons for the three “belts” will give the pheno-
chrons for the “region.” Finally, the phenochrons of each of
the ten regions will be averaged to find the provincial pheno-
chron for each phenomenon on the list. This will be done by
the compiler-in-chief.

There is a convenience in averaging the dates of ten stat-
ions, which accounts for the ten columns for stations in the form
within. When a few dates are not given it may be fair to enter
in the blanks the dates from a similar and neighboring station
which is not otherwise utilized for the sheet. Great care should
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be taken that such observations taken from a schedule not sum-
marized, should be what might have been observed at the
station indicated in the heading, and to indicate such a trans-
ference the date should be surrounded by a circle with the pen,
which would always mean that the observation was not made
in the station heading the column, but in a neighboring one,
and was taken from a supernumerary schedule.

THUNDER-STORMS.—These dates will be entered in their
respective columns and opposite the month indicated. They
will not be averaged, of course. The number of observation
schedules represented in any “region” or general sheet under
this head should be noted somewhere on the top margin of the
page.

Accuracy.—Care must be exercised in selecting schedules,
the observations of which appear to have been carefully made,
neglecting any which give reason for doubt, when selecting for
summation on the form within. Great care must also be ex-
ercised in copying the figures and entering them, so that no
slip may occur. Every entry should be checked. One slip
may spoil the effect of all the accurate numbers entering into
the summation. In like manner great care has to be taken in
adding and averaging the figures, and for this purpose every
sum should be done twice (once in reverse order,) so as to give
absolute confidence in the accuracy of the work.

REmarks.—The compiler filling one of these blanks should
keep one copy for himself while sending the other to the com-
piler-in-chief. :

The set of stations on the right under “when becoming
common,” must be Exacrry the same as on the left, under
“when first seen.” The compiler can enter explanatory remarks
in the blank below, and should sign each sheet as a guarantee of
its correctness. These sheets will be bound into a volume for
each year.
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THUNDERSTORMS—PHENOLOGICAL OBsERVATIONS, Nova Scotia, 1923

The indices indicate the number of stations from which the Thunderstorms
were reported on the day of the year specified.

OBSERVATION REGIONS
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