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ABSTRACT

The mass emigration of rural peasants to the urban
communities of America and Britain is a central episode in
the history of nineteenth-century Ireland. The development
of an Irish community in Helifax, Nova Scotia, is one inci-
dent in the process. The story of the Halifax Irish has
many unique aspects, particularly regarding the speed and
extent of their economic and social integration into the
host environment. This thesis seeks to explain why the
Halifax Irish enjoyed more success in this respect than did
their fellows elsewhere.

The situstion of the Halifax Irish in the 1830's
did not promise triumph; rather the contrary. Out of an
overcrowded and impoverished Ireland came a flow of immi-
grants in search of economic and social improvement. These
people lacked occupational skills and their monetary
resources were & pittance. The social and political insti-
tutions of the host environment were oligérchic, enshrining
the privileges of an anglophile Protestant ruline clique.
T™he Trish arrival challenged and eventually altered the
character of the Nova Scotian capital. What had been a
small and innocuous Irish Catholic population grew enor-
mously and became self-assertive. By the late 1860's, the

situation of the Irish in Halifax had been transformed.
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Having acquired political equality, occupational opportunity,
and a growing identification with the general interests of
Halifax, the Irish could no longer be considered deprived
and alienated. They formed a growing share of the home-
owners of Halifax, and had transcended any semblance of
ghetto confinement. They also enjoyed de facto advantages
within the educational system in virtue of their Catholicism.
Some immigrants had even managed to grow wealthy.

Several factors explain this Irish success story
in Hslifax. There was a small pre-existing Irish community
in Halifax, which permitted the operation of some chain
movement migration. Moreover, meny immigrants were literate
and most were politically moderate. These factors favoured
relatively rapid assimilation. In addition, the pre-
industrial economic orcanization of Halifax meant that the
Trish did not become imprisoned in the ranks of an indus-
trial proleteriat. The Irish quickly gained control of the
local Catholic Church structure, thereby ensuring its
eympathy with their aspirations. A fragmented political
power structure also ravoured Irish advancement. By alter-
nately throwing their support behind different political
factions within the majority population, they acquired and
retained a voice in the government. Thus, inside of two
generations, the Irish had become part of asn ethnically

and denominationally redefined Yalifax establishment.
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INTRCDUCTTON

One of the dramatic demographic episodes in the
modern history of the western world was the flicht of
millions of Furopeans from their homelands to North America
during the middle years of the nineteenth century. A leading
exporter of human beings in that era was lIreland. Although
the depths of tragedy and human dislocation focus on the
freat Famine period in Ireland, there were tens of thousands
ot Irishmen who had crossed the Atlantic long before the
1840's. One destination of' the earlier Irish emigrant flow
was Nova Scotia.

This study investigates the transition of the
Irish Catholic community in Halifax, Nova Scotia, during
the middle years of the nineteenth century. In the 1830's
the Irish in Halifax were mainly immigrants, most of whom
had not yet decided whether to remain there. TForty years
later the Irish Catholics formed an intesral component of
the Trish urban community in economic, political and social
terms. The transformation of the Irish in Halifax from
immigrant to citizen was not accomplished without conflict
and contradiction. Nevertheless, the history of the Irish
Catholics in Helifax during the nineteenth century is
essentially a story of successful adaptation to and rapid
integration into thé new host environment.

" Students of immigration into various British and

American cities in the nineteenth century have given
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considerable attention to the Irish Catholics in those
centres.1 Usuallv, they have concluded that the Irish
errived after the Sreat Famine of the 1240's, bringing with
them destitution, disease, bitter anglophobia, and a cast of
mind that virtually doomed the Irish immigrants to poverty,
social deprivation and stagnation. Much of the appeal of
Tenienism was the adventurous release it offered to such
Irish expatriates in America. The Irishman seemed to be a
drunkard end a drifter, only partly redeemed by his senti-
mental attachment to Roman Catholicism, which many of his
Protestant hosts regarded as scarcely short of idolatry.
The composite picture was one of the Irishman as a source
of trouble. The general pattern of impoverishment, mili-
tancy and prejudice was not fully reproduced in Halifax,
however,

There are some interesting reasons why this was
so. In part, the explanation is to be found inh the unique-

ness of the immigrant flow into Halifax, particularly in

1Q£L, for example, Robert Frnst, Immigrant Life in
New York City 1825-1283 (New York: King's Crown Press,
1949); Oscar Handlin, Boston's Immigrants 1790-1880 (Cambridge,
Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1959);
John J. Mannion, lrish Settlement in Fastern Cansds: A Study
of Cultural Transfer and Adaptation (Toronto: University of
Toronto Press, 1974); Tarl F. Niehaus, The Irish in New
Crleans 1800-1860 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1965); and John M. Werly, "The Irish in Manchester,
1832-1249," I.H.S., XVIII, 71 (Mar 1973), 345-358,
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their time of arrival and the pattern of their orizin in
Ireland.z More of the-answer must be sought in the character
of the host community. Halifax had distinctive combinations
of social, economic and political forces at work within it.
The interaction between these two factors produced an un-
typical chapter in the history of Irish urban settlement
abroad. This study seeks to explore the dimensions of the
Trish experience in Halifax by identifying and analyzing the
factors which gave that experience its uniqueness.

The secondary literature devoted to the Irish in
Halifax is both slender and unsatisfactory. Some of the
material is either unavailable to the general reader‘or has
det'iciencies which detract from its reliability and value.
The present study is undertaken in some measure as an
attempt to remedy that lack, particularly for the mid-
nineteenth century when the most significant social devel-

opments af“ecting the Irish took place.

2Their dates of arrival and the means of travel
are explored in several books and pamphlets. Those found
most useful in makineo the present study were William Forbes
Adems, Trelsnd and Trish Tmigration to the New World from
1815 to the Famine (New York: Russell & Russell, 1932);
Terry Coleman, Passace to America (London: Hutchlnson of
London, 1972); Stanley C. Johnson, A History of “"migration
from the Unlted Kinzdom to North Amerlca 1763-1912 (London:
Frank Cass & Co. Ltd., 1966); Oliver MacDonach, A Pattern
of Tovernment "rowth 1200-1880 (London: Maciibbon & Kee,
1961); J.5. Martell, Immicrstion to and Tmigration from Nova
Scotis 1815-1838 (Haliax: D.A.N. S., 1942); Arnold Schrier,
Ireland 2nd the American Tmigration 1850-1900 (New York:
Russell % Russell, 1958); and R.G. Flewwelling, "Immigration
to and Fmicration Pr‘om Nova Scotia, 1839-1851, "N, SsH.35.
XXVITI (1949), 75-105.
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John F. Maguire's book, The Irish in America,8

devotes its first chapter to a study of the Irish in Halifax,
and was considered by a contemporary reviewer to have made
most of his major points on the basis of what he saw in
Halifax.4 Certainly, Maguire was an optimist bent on
proving his nineteenth-century liberal ideals (hard work =
success; human perfectability) were assisting the Irish to

a success in America, and Halifax provided the best example
of an intesrating Irish community that he saw during his
tour in 1£57. Nonetheless, Maguire still offers the student
a good starting-place for an overview of the situation of
the Irish in Halifax at the end of their period of coming

to terms with the city. The fact must remain though, that
Maguire's is a traveller's perspective of the city and it

is not an exercise in academic analysis.

Herbert Leslie Stewart's book, The Irish in Nova

Scotia,5 was a labour of love, created by a native of
Ireland who was a dédicated Irish nationalist, as well as
a former president of the Charitable Irish Society. These

facts--Stewsrt's nationalism, and his association with the

3John F. Maguire, The Irish in America (London:
Longmans, fGreen, and Co., 186R).

4R ackwood's Tdinburgh Macazine, CIII, 632 (Feb
1868), offers a review article entitled "The Irish Abroad".

5Herbert Leslie Stewart, The Irish in Nova Scotia
(Kentville: Kentville Publishing Co. Ltd., 1949).
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Irish Society--had their determining effect upon what he
wrote. He offers an excellent account of the founding of
the Charitable Trish Society in 1786, and follows the Society
throusgh its first halt-century of existence. He also dis-
cusses events in Ireland st the time, mainly from a politicel
point of view. There is some useful material in this work,
but the book is decidedly not a history of the Irish in
Nova Scotia, nor even in Halifax, except from the rather
limited perspective provided by its author.

Sister Mary Liguori's dissertation, "The Impact
of a Century of Irish Catholic Immigration in Nova Scotia
1750-1850," written in 1961, fails to live up to its title
or its promise.6 Chronologically, the substantive account
of the Irish in Halifax thins out conspicuously after 1815,
while the period after 1230 is scarcely noticed. The em-
phasis is placed on the themes of immigration and of the
Irish as Csatholics. There are a number of geographical
errors in the work, but the author's main handicap was her
unfamiliarity with the identity of the Irish in Yalifax.
Numbers of peovle who were not remotely Irish appear as if
they were, while others who were Hibernians are not noticed
at all. The title is belied in that the use of the word

'impact' leads the reader to expect an account of cause,

Bsister Mary Liguori /Edna Wilson/ "The Impact
of a Century of Irish Catholic Tmmigration in Nova Scotis
1750-1850" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Ottawa, 1961).
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process and effect, and what we get is rather less, especially
where the effects are concerned.

The three major secondary works on the Irish in
Halifax, therefore, do not take in hand the actual period
of accommodation, and they provide a static rather than a
dynemic picture of the Irish Catholics in Halifax. Maguire
writes after the process of adaptation is nearly finished,
while Stewart and Sister Liguori treat the period before it
began. The fact that Stewart includes a chapter on events
of the 1850's, or that Sister Liguori's title suggests that
the work comes down to 1850, alters nothing. There has
existed no detailed historical account of the Irish Catholic
community in Halifax for the period of its transformation
from a strageling collection of immigrants to an integral
component of Halifax society.

This study proposes to focus on that gap in the
literature. It is not a history of the Irish in Nova Scotia,
but concentrates rather on the situation centred in Halifax.
It deals with the four decades from the 1830's to the 1860's,
on the assumption, defended in the followinz chapters, that
those were the critical years of transition for the Irish
in Halifax. That was the period when they were transformed
from immigrants to residents. The years, 1836-1871, which
constitute the specific opening and closine points of this
study, were chosen because a substantial primary source of
quantitative data exists at each date. There exists no

civic assessment for all of Halifax after 1836 until 1862.
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Likewise, the 1871 census is the most complete population
survey available to the student for the nineteenth century.
Therefore, the study is dated 1836-1871, vut its entecedents
20 deep into the eighteenth century and its trends often
continue into the early twentieth.

The approach taken has been one of combining
literary sources with the compilation of statistical data
in order to provide an in-depth portrait of the Irish com-
munity in transition. A brief survey of what some of these
primary materials supply will be found at the beginning of
the »iblioesraphy to this work.

There remain two questions which may occur to the
reader at this point. One is the query of why this study
concentrates on the Irish Catholics end not on all the Irish.
The explanation is that the Irish Protestants did not under-
go the same process in Halifax at the time, firstly because
thev were not subject to religious diserimination, and
secondly because they were neither new immierants (with a
few exceptions) nor an identifiable minority sroup. They
formed part of the general majoritv for all practical pur-
poses. The other matter that the reader might want to be
informed about is the means by which Catholic Irish statis-
tics were obtained for the various tables. The basic meens
of doing this was to compile lists of Irish people from the
1871 census and from Cathrolic merriage and burial records.
Tn each of these sources the Irish Catholics are plainly

identifiable. Occasionally the author was able to make
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some of the individual distinctions and identifications as a
result of his genealozical experience of sixteen years with

Irish Catholic families in Halifax.
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I - JRWLAND AND THE NINETEUNTH-CENTURY EMIGRATION TO HALTFAX

Ireland in the first half of the nineteenth century
was reaching the culmination of its long deterioration. The
population, mostly tenants on tiny farming plots, was rapidly
approaching the limit thecountry could provide for, without
basic chanees in the existing political and economic systems.
The want of numerous urban communities capable of absorbing
an?® employing the surplus peasantry threw the situation into
further difficulties end hastened the moment of crisis. The
Trishman tried to survive while he suspected, perhaps even
knew, that the likeliest course for his kind was to emigrate
to America. Tor a time other options (peaceful constitutional
chansze or blind violence) offered some plausible excuse for
putting off the decision to leave, but the rise in the popu-
lation and the mounting pressure of crop failures impelled
tens of thousands to leave Ireland even prior to the calamity
of the late 1840's. The Great Famine forced emigration on
a horde of others. The mass exodus from Ireland, which ran
from about 1R15 until the middle years of the century, had a
profound impact on all the North American communities which
received the flow of emigrants. One of these host communities
was Halifax, Nova Scotia. Cur agsessment of the impact on
Halifax must begin with a study of crisis conditions in
Ireland and the nature of the exodus produced by those cir-
cumstances.

Irish and Fnglish attitudes in the nineteenth
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century differed fundamentally. The Fnglish regarded their
1801 union with Ireland as affirming a political unity in
which the distinction of English and Irish would disappeer.
The Irish, on the contrary, felt they were not part of a
great mother country. Furthermore, and to complicate the
matter, the Fnglish, who insisted Irelend was not a colony,
acted very much as if it were; simultaneously the Irish,
who felt their country was treated as a colony, insisted it
was really a nation, which it never had been.

The Irish had a good case for saying Ireland was
an Fnglish colony. By Fnglish law Ireland was erected as a
kingdom by Henry VIII only in 1588; until then Ireland had
been a feudal lordship of the Fnglish Crown. Under the
Tudors the process of 'plantation' was begun, as numbers of
Tnglish went to settle in Ireland.7 Large numbers of Scots
did the same in the seventeenth century. Ulster was never
azain truly Irish, while all the country received further
settlement under Cromwell and the Williamites.8 The insti-
tutions and leasdership of the Irish were destroyed or sub-
merged beneath instruments of anglicization. The political
and economic systems of the English were imposed on the
lrish. By the eighteenth century it was mytholozy to call

Ireland anything except an English colony.

7R. Dudley Edwards, A MNew History of Ireland
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1972), 78.

8Char1es-M. arnier, A Popular History of Ireland
(Cork: The Mercier Press, 1961, 143,
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Fighteenth-century Ireland was a poor and generally
backward country torn by religious, ethnic, politicel and
gocial enmities. The penal period, which followed the
Orange victory in the 1690's, brought with it the peace of
exhaustion. One and a half centuries of violence had been
Ireland's lot from the time of Henry VIII to that of William
I1T. During that bloodletting there had been virtually no
prooress made in the arts of peace in Ireland, such as edu-
cation, commerce and agriculture. Deprived of normal evolu-
tion and growth, Ireland reached the eighteenth century
while still nursing the grievances of the sixteenth and
seventeenth.

Prudent statesmanship on the part of its English
masters might have brought unity, loyslty and prosperity to
Irelend. Given enouch time, wise policy and a genuine under-
standing, this might have happened. The weary country was
quiet for nearly two generations after 1700, but the rulers
of Ireland seemed bent upon keeping open the wounds of the
inhabitants by a selfish and venal attitude that advanced
the few at the cost of the many. Kept in the dark by its
acents on the spot and by the landlord class, the British
government acted customarily in complete ignorance of the
real Irish situation. When nearly three quarters of the
century had come and gone, Henry Grattan perceptively epito-
mised the Irish dilemma in two remarks: "The Irish
Protestant can never be free until the Irish Catholic has

ceased to be a slave", and "The question is whether we
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shall remain a Protestant settlement or become an Irish
nation."9
Ireland di3 not receive the benefit of prudent
statesmanshipj she got repression., In four important re-
spects Ireland was agarieved by the actions of an executive
power that was both Tnglish and Protestant. In the first
place, the actual machinery of government was organized to
keep an unhappy people in subjugation. The highest posts
were filled by men of the alien race and creed, and the
ma jority of the citizens——Roman Catholics—-had not the fran-
chise. The House of Commons for Ireland had to submit its
acts to the scrutiny of the Fnglish privy council. This
was not new, but dated from 1494, when Sir Fdward Poynings
ruled Ireland for Henry VII. A British statute in 1719
added to this the right of the British Parliament to legis-
late for Ireland over the head of its own Parliament.lo By
use of these devices and by maintaining an alliance between
'The Castle' and 'The Undertakers'--between Dublin Castle,

seat of the viceroy, and the landed proprietors--there was

no Irish government, but rather a government of Ireland.

9Quoted in Charles Grant Robertson, England under
the Hanoverians (T.ondon: Methuen & Co. Ltd., 1911), 197.
Not the least perceptive feature of Grattan's remarks was
the implied understanding that Ireland was not a nation,
and really never had been. Pre-conquest Ireland had not
been either a federal or s unitary state, but an island
upon which various factions contended not for unity but
for supremacy.

1% geo. 1. c. 5.
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A second source of grievance was the Anglican
church of Ireland, which in the main was supported finan-
cially by tithes levied on all inhabitants, whether Catholic
or Protestant, Anglican or Nonconformist. Its blergy was
subject to the same frailties es were the ministers of its
English counterpart., Absentee rectors, plurality of bene-
fices, and favouritism were evident. These defects were
all the more provoking in Irelsnd because they were "the
cheracteristics of the chepel in the congueror's citadel."ll

Thirdly, the Irish people laboured under a penel
code which sought to eradicate the influence of Catholicism
and of nstional feeling from among them. The intention wss
to make life so miserable for the Irish Catholic that he
would convert to the state church which was an instrument
of state policy. A Catholic who resisted would supposedly
be overwhelmed by the sheer weight of restriction agaeinst
him. He could remain Catholic but the decision might mean
sinking to the level of a landless and illiterate peaséent.
The penal laws forbade Catholics to own, inherit, sell, give
or be given, bequeath, or teke a long lease on real estate;
nor could they possess arms, riding horses, or a fortified
house., The professions were closed to Catholics, who might
not have schools, churches, or mssshouses. They could not

hold a commission in the armed forces of the United Kingdom,

11
Robertson, England under the Hanoverisns, 199.
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nor could they vote or sit in any legisletive body. A
sympathizer described these laws as "a machine of subtle
invention, the best adapted to the oppression, impovefish-
ment and degradation of a people, the debasement of human
nature itself, which has ever been conceived by the perverted
ingenuity of men."12 Fortunately, these laws were not often
rigourously enforced, although they remeined a threst end

a token of Ireland's subservience to England.

The commercial regulation of Irelend in Englend's
interests was the fourth of the long-term troubles of Ire-
land. English legislation treated Ireland ss if it were a
colony rather than as Britain's sister island. Irish
harbours and traders were denied access to the imperiel
trade, and her farmers might not export wool, nor her msnu-
facturers make textiles. The produce of the soil, whether
butter and cheese or livestock, might not be imported into
England, even when it could be transported cheaply enough
to compete in price.13 English commerciel principles sim-
ply did not acknowledge the legitimate existence of Irish
industry or Irish commerce.

Through fear that Ireland might follow America's

rebellious example, England's rulers yielded partiel sover-

eignty to an Irish Parliament in 1782. Many of Ireland's

12Garnier, A Populer History of Ireland, 85-86.
The sympathetic statesman was Edmund Burke, who came of
Ang}o-Irish origins, but whose attitudes generally were
typical of the British ruling classes of his day, although
notably more liberal regarding Ireland and America.

LRobertson, 200.
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cares seemed about to find soluticn. Several of the reli-
gious disabilities were withdrawn. The ports of Ireland
were opened to the commerce of all nations not at wer with
England.15 Nevertheless the Parliament of Ireland wss a
Protestant body, and the Church of Ireland continued to
collect the hated tithes., Irish commerce grew rapidly efter
1782, but the estates that reised the produce and the ships
that carried it were owned by the old ascendancy class.
Some of the restored self-respect and prosperity filtered
through to the Catholic majority, but the Union of 1801
sbolished the Irish Parliament and quickly obliterated
widespread hopes for better times.

Ireland's legacy from the eighteenth century was
a tragic one for the people. Rendered lawless by unjust
lews, thriftless for lack of incentives for saving, &nd
ignorant through penal restrictions on the professions, the
Irish Catholics showed the symptoms of a broken people.
Poverty, improvidence, violence, and evasiveness spoke of g
people subjugated at last to the rule of the alien conqueror.

And yet, somehow, the Irish retsined their identity and

their will to survive.

14
Ibid., 263.

15
Garnier, A Popular History of Ireland, 92.
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The Agriculturel Crisis

Throughout the time between the Union and the
Famine, 1801-1846, the greater number of Irish people de-
pended in one way or another on agriculture. W.F. Adems
estimated the proportion of such Irish as being as high s&s
ninety percent, and described the agricultural orgznizéetion
es stetic. The socisl arrangements among the rural Irish
were likewise unchanging, except that the growing overpop-
ulation was pushing increasingly more people into the
lowest classes.16

What passed for agriculture among the Irish wsas
both remarkably simple and terribly complex. Holdings were
small and evictions were frequent. The Irish farmer em-
ployed totally unscientific methods. His tools were few and
primitive, his knowledge of his business rudimentsry, and
eny thought of improvement was stillborn, thanks to the
peasent's conservatism and the habit of land agents of
raising the rents of those who made improvements. The latter
became at once the landlord's property. There were numerous
and complicated landholding systems, while further bewilder-
ment wes caused by the duties grinding upon the rurel tenan-
try, eand by the conflicts within the power structure above
them. Unaware that he was exhausting the productivity of

the soil by his poor methods, ignorant of alternstives, and

16
) William Forbes Adams, Ireland end Irish
Emigration to the New World from 1815 to the Femine (New
York: Russell & Russell, 1932), 65, 223.
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discouraged from initiative to better the situstion (when he
knew enough to mske the effort), the peesant lived in greet
poverty. For example, housing conditions were 'wretched
beyond words'.l7 When the Census Commissioners in 1841
graded Irish houses they set up four categories. The lowest
of these was a windowless cabin of mud, conteining one room.
Neerly half of the rural pooulation lived in such hovels.18
The staple food of the growing numbers of peorle
who lived in those dreary haﬁitations was the potato--cheap,
abundant, and easy to care for, Its culture demended slight
attention except at planting and at harvest. This left much
of the peasants' time free for their favourite activities,
such as "fiddling, talking and tellingsstories . . .travel-
ling. . . to attend fairs and . . . races" while "wakes,
with liberal portions of poteen, were socisal occasions."19
Unfortunately, the Irish had become dependent upon this one
crop during the early part of the eighteenth century, and
any serious failure in the potato harvest could only cause
widespread misery. The entire crop did not fail all over

Ireland for any extended period orior to the 1840's, but

the danger was there. The mainstay of millions of peasant

lives was a precarious tuber, subject to diseasse and weather

17cecil Woodham-Smith, The Great Hunger (New York:
Harper & Row, 1962), 21.

lsIbid., 20.

1
9Ibid., 25.
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conditions, As the peasant population swelled during the
early nineteenth century, the reliance on the poteto for
food and the concomitant risk of a major caslamity steadily

20
increased.

Irelend's rate of population growth in the early
nineteenth century rose alarmingly. Early ststistics are
not as reliable as those kept more recently, and the figures
are open to interpretation, but beyond dispute Ireland ex-
perienced a rapid rise in population between 1780 and 1840.
In that period, the increase reached "the almost incredible

21
figure of 172 per cent."
Demographers are still not agreed on the primum
mobile of this rapid acceleration in growth.
falling death-rate (resulting from imorovements
in the quentity, quality, and distribution of
food supplies from the 1740's); a rising birth-
rate (ceused by earlier and more frequent marriages,
and by higher fertility resulting from diet im-
provements); the gradual exhaustion of some of the
killer diseases--each of these explanations (or 22
various combinations of them) has found supporters.
In England a contemporary increase was accompanied by in-
dustrialization and urbanization, and the mesns of production
and distribution eventually adjusted to the chenge. Not so
in Ireland, which had been too depressed and disturbed even

to support adequately 4,700,000 about 1780. Its productivity

20
Ibid., 35.

2l1piq,, 29.

22Gearoid O Tuathaigh, Ireland before the Famine
1798-1848 (Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 1972), 5-6.
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in proportion to population was no better by 1841, when its
population had reached é,ZO0,000. Indeed, the capacity of
the land to sustain humsen population had approached its
limits well before 1841,

Industry as an employer did not exist in most of
Irelend, and the poor were obliged to seek work on the land.
In 1837 Nasseu Senior, the economist, claimed that 2,385,000
Irish were unemployed most of the time, there being no work
for them except for the few weeks when they were hired to
dig potatoes, mostly in Ireland, but with a few going to
England to work, Nor did the under-tenants excite much
envy. The traditional rundale system encouraged further
fragmentation even of small holdings. By this system lands
were held in common by the tenants, and the lesnds were sub-
divided among them to give each some good, some bsd, and
some medium land, It wes common for one femily to have
three plots totslling less than an acre, and at least one
of the three to be useless for growing food. Increesing
population merely meant more people trying to subsist on the

some acreage. It could not be done.

23
Woodham-Smith, The Grest Famine, 32. Irish
workers would accept such low wages for the sske of having
work that they would cheerfully 'undersell the natives' to
get it, Cf,, Barbara M. Kerr, "Irish Seasonal Migration to
g;;at Britain, 1800-38," I.H.S., III, 12 (September 1943),
2L
Woodham-Smith, 33.
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The small tillage ferm wes 2 development of the
late eighteenth century in Ireland. When the laws against
Catholics holding land were repealed in 1785, it became
possible for the ordinary peasant to tske a lease on some
land.

The new farmers had too little cepital to pay wages
and gave land to their laborers, who became property
holders for the first time. Periodic higher wages,
increased emnloyment, possession of land, and the
absence of education to incresse their wants encouraged
the cotters to marry earlier; while war prices, army
employment, and the recklessness common in war periods
aided in the spread of improvidence. These conditions
ceased in 18%2, but peasant habits were slready well
established.
The repeal of the land restrictions ageinst Catholics was
also followed by the introduction of & 'middleman system'
which resulted in the subdivision of land into tiny patches.
The leasing agent, whether middleman, lendlord or estate
manager, set hard terms of occupation for the peasant,
Improvements became the landowners' property without com-
pensation. Since most tenants occupied 'at will' of the
landlord, the latter might turn them off the land whenever
he chose and rent the plot again at a higher rate because
the place had been 'improved'. The Devon Commission re-
ported in 1845 that the main cause of Irish mésery was the
2
"bad relations between landlord and tenant." There were,

naturally, some good landowners with a sense of sociel

22Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration, k.
2
Woodham-Smith, 21-22,
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responsibility to their tenants, whose tenants lived securely
in clean cottages and contentment, but a traveller could
cross Ireland without encountering such landlords,

Although the rapid growth of populetion was the
ma jor factor in bringing about emigration, other contribu-
tary influences operated in Ireland during the years 1815-
1840. Improved transportation between Ireland end England
resulting from the introduction of steamships gave Irish
agricultural produce access to the large English domestic
market. In response to these developments, great landowners
tried to consolidate their Irish farmland in an effort to
increase productivity. The trend toward estate enclosure
was further encouraged by the depressed post-war merket for
grain. Landlords sought to replace inefficient small holdings
geared to cereal production with lerge pastures suiteble for
the raising of livestock. This shift of emphasis in Irish
agriculture meant increased hardships for the mass of tenants
who were evicted from their holdings in ever increasing num-
bers. By the 1820's an attitude had grown up among Irish
landlords that eviction could work proverly only if it was
done in conjunction with emigration, Throughout the post-
Waterloo generation privete emigration societies and govern-

ment estate clearance schemes were organized to fecilitate

27 pdsms, Ireland and Irish Emigration, 165-166.
Government officers had a2 hard job to persuade lrishmen to
emigrate, even where conditions were hopeless. Cf., Eilish
Ellis, "State-Aided Emigration Schemes from Crown Estates in
Ireland c¢. 1850," Analecta Hibernica, 22 (Dublin: Irish
Manuscripts Commission, 1960), 336.
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the emigration to America of the evicted tenantry. Land-
owners found an unwitting ally in Father Theobald Mathew,
whose temperance campaign made repid headway among the Irish,
Some people found that the money seaved from drink could pay
their way to America. Moreover, their new sober hsbits
should make them better able to deal with the dislocation
of emigration, Then in 1838 the Irish Poor Law levied a tax
on landlords and farmers for poor relief. These gentlemen
preferred to encourage emigration as e means of reducing
their poor rates.28

Danger of eviction and fear of hunger were not the
only cares weighing upon the rural people. Eviction and the
mounting pressure of population bred violence. There were
too many people for too little land, and land agents could
find new tenants to replace the evicted ones, but the latter
rarely accepted their lot without attempting revenge. The
penal code had brutalized the peasantry and, aware that the
law did not give them justice, they set up their own law.
The secret societies which were 'the curse of Ireland' grew
out of the penal period.29 An evicted tenent might appeal
to the unseen law of the district--a bend of agrarien
terrorists having sometimes a picturesque name (e.g., white-

boys, caravats)--and enyone who took the vacent land or

28 dams, 215,

29Woodham-Smith, The Great Famine, 28.




=2 Ju

cabin ran the very real risk of violence to person or pro-
perty. Such occurrences were a source of anxiety to new
leasees of farms, and may have helped influence some towards
emigration.Bo The peasants feared the unseen law but their
increasing numbers obliged many of them to take the chance
of occupying vacated premises, Even if such new tenents
were left unmolested, they tended to go in fear for quite

a long time.

Irish peasants were not, therefore, strangers to
violence and coercion., Much of Ireland between 1813 and
1823 was subject to a condition avproaching civil war
because of the orgenized resistence of the peasantry to
high rents, to tithes, and to evictions for unjust causes.31
The recipients of the violence were rarely the actual gen-
try, clergy, and landowners, but their agents. It wes the
tithe and rent collectors, and the tenants brought in to
supplant others, that bore the brunt of the outrages. The
situation continued because "a considerable portion of the
cormmunity, by choice or by coercion, either belonged to
secret societies or were neutralized by the oath to prevent
their assisting the authorities in any way. An oath, even
one extor;gd by fear, was not teken lightly by the Irish

peasant . "

30Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration, 26.

31pid., 27.

) 32Galen Broeker, Rural Disorder and Police Reform
in Ireland 1812-36 (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1970), 9.
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The Irishman of the early 1800's was a farm-
worker and usually a Catholic. The one opened him to the
pressures of his landlord, the other to clerical manipulation.
The oriesthood and landlords were the two most influential
bodies in Ireland. The critics of the landowners accused
them of using force to make their tenants vote as they were
told, or face eviction. Priests were said to threzsten spir-
itual punishments from the altar. Without the secret ballot,
a peasant had better do as he was told, or abstain altogether.
Whether the intimidation took place, the ovvortunity was there,
and many believed that it haopened. It is quite a coincidence
that landlord and priest excused themselves with the seme ex-
planation, that their influence lay in the natural deference
poor men gzve the opinions of men of grester education and
experience.

"Urban Ireland"

Emphasis has been given to.the agricultural and
rural part of Irish society becsuse people from thet milieu
were the most numerous group. The last pre-famine census, -
in 1841, reported that twenty per cent of Irishmen lived in
towns, but this statistic is misleading. The 'town-dweller!'
category included anyone living in a settlement exceeding
twenty houses. Ireland, at its highest census vopuletion

34
ever, had exactly fifty towns of over 5,000 people.

) 33J.H. Whyte, The Tenant Leesgue and Irish Politics
in the eighteen-fifties (Dundelk: Dublin Historical Associa-
tlon’ 1963)7’ 5-

BAO.Tuathaigh, Ireland before the Famine, 151.
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Nineteenth-century Irish towns served z different
economic function than do urbesn areas in modern industrial
societies, They were market towns and edministrative seats
whose economics were those of distribution, not nroduction.35
These towns were emohatically not industrial complexes, al-
though some of the larger cities hed local enterprises that
gave work to a body of employees. More often, though, the
artisans were a group of men who worked at trades simply
beczuse there were enough people within a concentrated area
who needed a service. Before modern modes of trensportetion
and distribution developed, any sufficiently large community
required men to meke shoes, sweep chimneys, shoe horses, and
make barrels. The artisans of pre-fazmine Ireland fsll al-
most entirely into this classification. Only in Dublin were
the artisans both numerous and sophisticated enough to pre-
duce a labour organization.36

If the Union of 1801 offered any prospects of
economic betterment the oromise was not realized, largely
because Britain was becoming industrialized and Ireland was
not, Once the last of the old tariffs between them fell in
1824, Irish industry had to face the direct competitioncof

its English counterpart. With a few excevotions (e.g.,

Belfast), the pre-famine period was one of the graduzl decay

35Conrad M. Arensberg, The Irish Countryman
("American Museum Science Books"; Garden City, New York:
The Natural History Press, 1968), 136,

36F.A. D'Arcy, "The Artisans of Dublin and Daniel
O'Connell, 1830-47: an unquiet liaison," I.H.S., XVII, 66
(September, 1970), 221-243. -
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of Irish industry. One by one the locsl industries based
on small-scale handicraft geve way before the cheaper mass-
produced articles imnorted from England. The colléose of
Ireland's weak industrial efforts left many artisans unem-
ployed. Emigration removed some of them.

The lack of plentiful supplies of the necessary
natural resources for heavy industry and expansion pre-
vented Irish industrialization. Industries demanding steam-
power had to be located close to a source of cheep iron and
coal when the factories first aOpeared.38 Belfast and one
or two other places were exceptional because they faced
English or Welsh ports that were near to ceal and/or iron

production sites.

Under these conditions, the main raison d'étre

of most of the small nineteenth-century Irish towns wsas
their function as market centres. In 1841 Ireland had 700
of these larger-villages-called-towns, each having less
than 500 inhabitants., A church or mill or brewery, and a
cluster of shops and taverns, with a few related houses
formed the nucleus about which grouped a blacksmith, a
cooper, a shoemaker, a tailor, and perhaps two or three
dozen farmers whose small plots fringed the town-village.
Rural Ireland liked to call this a town. Often the entire

— e

37

O Tuathaigh, Ireland before the Famine, 119.

8
> Ibid., 119-120.
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place was on the property of one or two landowners. Para-
doxically Ireland wzs the only part of the British Isles
in the 1820's where none of the small towns were bursting
with new-found inhabitants, drawn by the employment of a
new industry. Once Dublin, Belfast, Cork, Limerick and
Waterford are named the list of true cities in Ireland is
complete.39

Those few cities and the possibly fifteen other
places worthy of being called urban centres were the homes
of no more people than were the 700 'towns' previously
mentioned. Those artisans who appeared among the Halifax
Irish in the early 1800's were, with few exceptions, the
sons of Ireland's village-towns. Consequently their atti-
tudes were not conspicuously unlike those of the emigrants
who came from the countryside itself.

The Emigration Idea: A Solution to Overpopulation?

The peasants and artisans of Ireland, when con-
fronted with the deplorable state of their homeland, had at
first inclined to opt between the policies of leaders such
as Daniel O'Connell, and the resort to raw violence. Peace-
ful pressure for constitutional change was slow, too slow
to keep up with the rising crisis in Irish affsirs., The
other choice meant terrorism, but senseless acts of savagery

did not feed any more people or remove repressive measures.

391bid,, 151.
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If anything, they had the contrary effect of btringing down
further restrictions. There was another choice, namely
emigration, but it is surprising that it took the ordinary
Irish people a long time to embrace the idees of emigration,

This predominantly peasant society clung tena-
ciously to its old ways and its traditionel beliefs. Among
the mass of Ireland's impoverished population the idea of
emigration was not accepted as normal until near the mid-
century.ho Oliver MacDonagh notes that "As late as 1843
and 1844 . . ., witnesses before the Devon commission testi-
fied to the stubbornness of the resistance to emigr‘ation.“’+l
Until the 1830's, the clergy reinforced this peasant mentality
by preaching against emigrat,ion.l+2 Nevertheless, a certein
amount of emigration did take place before the crisis decade
ofi'the 1840's. The pre-famine generstion anticipated to
some extent the pattern of mass exodus that would occur at
mid-century.

As economic and socisl difficulties beceame ever
more accentuated after the close of the Napoleonic Wars,
certain segments of the Irish populetion began to leave

the island. Those who departed were usually small fermers

and artisans with at least a small amount of property which

hOAdams, Irelend and Irish Emigration, 392.

thliver MecDonagh, A Pattern of Government Growth
1800-60 (London: MacGibbon & Kee, 19617, 25.

b2 pdams, 65, 223.
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they believed might te preserved through successful emigre-
'oion.h3 Many of those who left went to England or Scotlend,
following the exemple of those who for decedes had engeaged
in seasonal migration to Britain to work as agricultural
labourers,

The idea of labour mobility entered the Irish con-
sciousness at the turn of the century when & limited form
of temporary emigration allowed many of the poorer classes
to gain a personal experience of trevel and of other places.
The reguler operation of a steeam service with Englend after
1816 made the voyage cheap and safe, end Irish farm lzbourers
went to England for seasonal work at hsrvest time, then re-
turned home with their modest cesh profits. While the
number making the annueal round trip to the fields of Britain
was relatively few, over a period of time most parts of
western and southwestern Ireland ceme to have some veople to
whom the idea of mobility wes both accevotable and even moder-
ately profitable. It was possible to earn sufficient money
to pay the rent of a small holding by this means.l+5 This
temporary seasonal migration involved a short journey and a
few months' absence. Once this became acceptable, it wes a

guantitative step to cross the oceen permanently to America

for work. If the number of Irish who ceme to America from

ABMacDonagh, 27.

AhKerr, "Irish Seasonal Migration," 370, 374. The
fare from Cork to western England, deck cless, wes sometimes
8s low as 6 d. per person,

bo1pid,, 369.
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Liverpool is any indicstion, we may szy that for scme Irish
that short trio to England itself became the first step in

2 series of movements which concluded only with & final mi-
gration to America.

Others also embsrked in the lsrger gamble of
direct emigrzation to North America. They went in the belief
that in the new world they would bte most assured of finding
refuge from economic deprivation and sociel oppression. Those
who went firstliked to bring out their relstions and neigh-
bours, and sent money to help pay passages. This was known
es chain-migration. Many of the Irish emigrants to America
were so eager to see some of the femiliar feces from home
that they wildly exaggerated their own and others' good for-
tune in America., Much of the more optimistic 'emigration
literature' stems from this source, and is not reliable es
ob jective evidence, although generally the writers were
truthful, albeit rather neive. °

Those who proposed venturing to Americe were
offered s veriety of advice, much of it useless propagende
designed either to lure the unwary upon & fool's errend, or
to get people out of their homes in the interests of the
lendlords. One of the early commentators wes Williem Cobbett,
the English radicel politicisn snd agriculturist, who lived

in America for & year about 1817. In Cobbett's Weekly

Z"()For' a discussion of 'the image of Americsa' in
such letters, cf., Arnold Schrier, Ireland and the American

%%;%{ation 1850-1900 (New York: Russell & Russell, 19587,
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Political Register for 8 May 1817 he wrote that he hed never

advised anyone to emigrate. America was no place for the
unemployed and the unemployzble. It was "no plece, in short,
for any one, who is not able and willing to work at the

ordinery sorts of work." At the same time, Cobbett optimis-

ticelly ssserted that for such ss were industrious end willing
he sew "a plentiful, haopy, and eesy life." Cobbett advised
those who preferred idleness to stay home. All who thought
themselves good workers, however, he now urged to emigrate.h7
What Americs needed, according to contemporeries,
was people of intelligence, energy, self-denisl and industry,
as well as the 'possession of cspitsl'. Thomes F. Knight,
a mid-Victorian Nove Scotisn, emphasized the possession of
a sum of money, a stake to enable the newcomer to buy his
earliest needs in a hard envir'onment.b'8 While the pre-
femine Irish were not actuelly indigent, neither did they
have excess cash. Most were willing to work and hsad the
brswn to do so, but they were ssdly short either of funds
or marketable skills.,
According to the accepted values of the 1800's,

labour wes regarded in America as an honourable estate, and

not as a sign of inferiority. Another believer in Irish

h7Terry Colemen, Passage to America (London:
Hutchinson of London, 1972), Z28.

48

Thomes F. Knight, Nove Scotia and Her Resources
(Halifax: A, & W, MacKinlay, I1862), 83-8L.
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emigration, John F., Maguire, M.P., observed thst the usual
lot of a men born into poverty in Ireland wes to die in the
seme condition, leaving to his offspring & legacy of herd
toil and scanty remuneration. In Americs, Meguire clsimed,
steady labour offered an avenue to advencement and distinc-
tion, if not to the labourers themselves, then to "those
who spring from their loins. Labour, rightly understood,
belng the grest mirscle-worker, the mighty civiliser, is
regerded with respect, not looked down upon, or loftily
patronized." The more versastile and adapteble an immi-
grant was, the more practical, the greater his advantage
on the labour market where "people did not ask of a stranger
what he was, but what he did."so Despite this and other
cautions from those in a position to know, thousends of
Irish were lured to America even before the Grest Famine of
the 1840's. Almost too lete to meke much difference came
the werning of the Irish Emigrant Society of New York in
its address to the people of Ireland:

We . . . ceution you ageinst entertsining any

fantastic idea, such as that magnificence, eese,

end health, are universelly enjoyed in this

country. . . . It is neturel for persons who

have adventured to leave home and to seek their

fortunes in a foreign and distant country, to

give highly coloured accounts of a success, which

in reelity, has %fen but the obtesining a laborious
enployment . b

49John Frencis Maguire, The Irish in America
(London: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1868), 2-3.

50Coleman, 28,

51Sidney's Emigrant's Journal, London, 5 July 1849,
quoted by Coleman, 4l.
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The Ocean Crossing

Neither domestic disturbence nor an increasingly
widespreed ideelized view of America would hsve been suffi-
cient, of themselves, to bring about mess migretion from
Ireland to the new world. The lerge-scale exodus which took
place in the years following 1815 wes mede possible lergely
by the aveilability of cheap trensportation across the
Atlantic. Until the end of the eighteenth century the chief
meens of obtaining ingxpensive passage to North Americe hed
been the vessels engaged in the Newfoundland fishery.

Meny Irish followed the long-esteblished rcute
from Waterford to Newfoundlend, which was an old route for
the English migratory fishing fleets. "The connection be-
tween Waterford and Newfoundland waes already well esteblished
at the beginning of the seventeenth century, for Irish
woolens and provisions were plentiful, cheap, and of good
quality."52 By the late eighteenth century the association
between the two was so close that "Waterford papers even
carried advertisements of houses to be let in St. John's."53
Westcountrymen who fished each summer for cod on the Grand
Banks called at Weterford on their voyage out to purchsase

provisions and engage seasonal employees. Although permanent

settlement was officially discoureged until the opnening of

) 2Nicholas R. Burke, "Some Observetions on the
Migrstion of Labourers from the South of Irelend to New-
foundlend in Pre-Famine Times," Journal of the Cork Histori-
cal and Archseologicel Society, LXXVI, 224 (1971), 98.

>31bid., 104.
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the nineteenth century, a Newfoundland population weas
building up that was half Irish. "The greatest single con-
tribution to the growth of St. John's (and the Colony) in
those first years after the relaxation of the anti-settlement
laws was an influx of Irish emigrants."54 Not surprisingly,
the early Irish settlers of Newfoundland included many of

the same men who had visited the island previously when they
had worked on the fishing fleet.

Scarcely were the Irish settled in Newfoundland
when numbers of them began to show up in Halifax. No re-
cords exist to report the exact flow of Newfoundland Irish
into Nova Scotia, but two pieces of evidence suggest that
a respectable traffic in Irish existed between Newfoundland
end Halifex. James Martell telt that the Newfoundlanders
who came to Nova Scotia, 1815-1238, could be counted as
Irish, and he reported 1,769 arrivals in that period.55
Of these, 1,560 landed at Halifax. The other indication
of Newfoundland immigration is the fact that fifty-three
marriages were held in Halifax, 1801-1819, involving New-

56

foundland Irish people. The settlers to come to Halifax

54r.1. Movles, "Complaints is meny and various, but
the odd Divil likes it" (Toronto: Peter Martin Associates
Limited, 1975), 3.

SSJ.S. Martell, Immigration to and Tmigretion from
-1120

. 56From St. Mary's parish records, Halifax. Of
Nine specific settlements named as places of origin, Placentia
(14), and St. John's (14), lead the field.
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via Newfoundlend had been predominently men in the fishery,
and cannot be considered as part of the great rural population
movement of the nineteenth-century Irish., The Irish move-
ment from Newfoundland, however, ended with a greet flourish.
On 2 January 1817, Lord Dalhousie wrote to Lord Bathurst
mentioning neerly 500 young men, mostly Irish, who had
letely arrived in Halifax from Newfoundland. He wrote that
they were part of "an immense Emigration to Newfoundland
lest summer." A migration of Irish to Nove Scotis from
Newfoundland was an established fact until ebout 1816, but
after that the migrant fishery collapsed and the flow began
to subside. The Newfoundland Irish continued to come to
Helifex, but not in the same multitudes. As a major source
of Halifex Irish, Newfoundland had become secondary by the
1820's.

In addition to the Newfoundland fisheries, other
Irish were reaching Halifax before 1815, Previous to that
year, in fact, only Nova Scotia, Cepe Breton, and Prince
Edward Island, of all the colonies under British rule, had
drawn a regular flow of emigrants from the British Isles.58
In Boston, these early Irish arrivsls were regarded as mere

strays, who had come for personal considerations rather thean

57Quoted by Martell, immigration to Nova Scotia,

40.

58H.J.M. Johnston, British Emigretion Policy 1815-
1830 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972), 7.
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as part of a mieration. Seafarers and merchants—Irish and
others—formed additions to that city's population before
1815,
As the fisheries began their decline as a means
of transoceanic movement of poor emigrants, another business
was arising to take its place in this f'unction. During the
lone Napoleonic Wars the British had been obliged to turn
from the Baltic to North America for their timber supply.
The profits of the trade were sufficient to bring a number of
firms into the business of transporting timber from British
North America to Great Britain., After 1215,
timber from the Miramichi had become an important
British import and while Irish immigrants were
still trickling into Avalon, an increasing number,
crossing the Atlantic in the holds of timber ships,
made their way to the mainlend. Along the banks of
the Miramichi and its tributaries was one of the
finest timber stands in the Maritimes. Timber ships
docking at the ports of Chatham and Newcastle on the
Miramichi after 1815 broucht with them hundreds of
poor Irish who often found initial employment loading
lumber for the Furopean voyage . Many of these immi-
grants eventually left . . .
When they left the Miramichi, where did they zo? Without
claiming that it populated Halifax, the timber trade on the
Mirsmichi and the Saint John, as well as elong the north
coast of Nova Scotia itself did bring some Irish into the

area who otherwise would not have come here.

59Oscar Handlin, Boston's Immigrants 1790-1820
(Cambridge, Mass.: The Belknap Press of Harvard University
Press, 1959), 26.

60John J. Mannion, Irish Settlement in Tastern
Canada: A Study of Cultural Transfer and Adaptation
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974), 20.
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The lowness of the fares to New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia had much to do with their selection by emigrents
as their destination, perhaps permanently or perhaps és a
stage on their way elsewhere., The fect thet so meny ship
owners were in the timber trade assisted the emigrents by
driving the prices down for a passage as the ship owners
vied with one another to heve & paying cergo--any cergo--
in their large empty holds for the return trip to North
America. Quite poor Irish people could afford to trevel
steerage--below decks on the timber vessels, for example.
The timber ships "frequently made a second journey to New
Brunswick for timber . . . In such years, even the autumn
seilings. . .carried large numbers of emigrants, while at
other times the same ships made the voyage in ballast without
passengers."61

The study by Dr. Martell, mentioned previously in
connection with Newfoundland, contains figures suggestive
of a Miramichi to Halifax movement of Irish. Sterting in
1822, and continuing on and off to 1834, groups of pessen-
gers reached Halifax from Miramichi. Altogether 192 were
recorded in partial records, snd while their origin is not
stated as Irish, there is good reason for believing that
they were, Had they been Scots they might have been ex-

pected to put in at Pictou or Sydney; the Irish were the

61Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration, 75.
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only other ethnic group that was out in force in the area at
the time. Martell suggests that the Miramichi people were
"immigrants whose original destination may have been Halifex,
who may have heard of work in Halifex, or who may have been
on their way to the United States."62 A further 109 from
New Brunswick ports are included in Martell's statistics
down to 1838.

Regardless of whether the Irish came directly to
Halifax, or made the voyage by stages, stopping perhaps at
Placentia or Chatham, St. John's or Newcastle en route, they
did not all remain in Halifax. The Select Committee on
Colonization from Ireland was told in 1847 that even the
emigration to Canada was not truly colonization beccuse a
large proportion of those who were landed in the Cenadsas
crossed straight away into the United States. Robert B,
Minturn, the American ship-owner, estimated that sixty per
cent of all arrivals in Canadian ports went eventusally to
the United States.63 One would expect that in the lower
provinces with their easy access to the seacoast and
shipping routes, the emigrants were just as likely to mi-
grate again once the fere had been earned. Halifex there-

fore played host to a certsin transient Irish element through-

out most of the 1820's through 1840's, as newcomers worked

62Martell, lmmigration to Nove Scotia, 51. The
1815-38 figures are: Miramichi 192, Quebec 143, Seint John
89, Richibucto 10, Paspebiac 10. Excluding Quebec, the New
Brunswick total is 301. In viéw of the psrtial nature of
these figures, the total might hsve been ouite significant-
ly higher.

63Coleman, Passage to America, 192n.
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as labourers or at trades to earn passage to Boston or
elsewhere.6h

Mannion's findings as to counties of origin in
Ireland of the emigrants into Newfoundland parallel those
found in Halifax, His rural Irish immigrants ceme from
"the far south and south-east of Ireland, mainly from the
counties of Cork, Tipperary, Kilkenny, Waterford, end
Wexford."65 The same five counties supplied the largest
numbers of Irish settlers in the urben environment of Halifax
down to 1845.

Interestingly, however, the parallel does not hold
up in another respect, namely, that of migration patterns,
There were besically three methods of migration from Irelend
to America. One came as an isolated individual seeking one's
way, one came with one's family, or one ceme ahead or behind
other relations to the same déstination. Some people com-
bined two of these three., For example, an uncle might
cross to North America as an isolated individual, then be
joined by a maerried nephew with a faemily, and thus the

pattern becomes the third type. This is termed 'chain

movement' or 'chain migration' beceuse family members form

6["Judith Fingard, "Attitudes towards the Education
of 'the: Poor in Colonial Halifax," Acadiensis, II, 2 (Spring,
1973), 25n.60: "Ststistics for the years 1833-7 show that
one-half of the town's transient paupers were Irish."

65Mannion, Irish Settlement in Eestern Csnada, 13.

66

Cf., infra, Table III for detziled figures.
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links in a chain of emigration that might svan three genera-
tions. Certainly the presence of & friend or relative at a
known location in America could be expected to influence an
emigrant in his choice of destination. Mannion considered
this point,

Some students of European migretions oversees

have postulated a pattern of chain movement

whereby one or two persons from a European vil-

lage or perish settle abroad and then attract

members of their family or neighbourhood to the

new location . . . Extensive enquiry fsiled to

uncover any such pattern of migratiog in the

Irish parts of rurel eestern Canada. 7
It needs to be emphasized that Dr. Mannion was speaking of
rural rather than urban areas of settlement, and a2 genealo-
gical study of the Halifax Irish soon leads to the conclu-
sion that Halifax to a considerable extent fits the chain
movement pattern, and not thet which Mannion found in
Avalon or at Miramichi. A sampling of 67 marriages in
Halifax, 1826-1845, reveals thet in 26 cases one or both of
the married parties had siblings, cousins or uncles/aunt;

6

in Halifax. Only persons born in Ireland were counted.

One reason for this pattern developing might be

that emigrants remeined rather longer in Halifex then they

67

Mannion, 13n.

68
Registers of marriage, St, Mary's Cathedrel,

Halifax, 1826-45, sample besed on 67 marrisges of couples
i1n which the groom's surnazme began with the letter 'D',
Another sampling at random, 1835-41, turned up 12 ceses of
relstionship emong 36 married couples. Quite likely about
one-third of the Halifex Irish before 1845 were chain-
migrants by relationship. Some remarks about neighbourhood
ére offered infra.
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did in the other locetions, end thus rele¢tives and former
neighbours had more chance to overtake the eerlier emigrants.
Another explanation might be that the Halifex Irish femilies
have been studied in greeter genealogicel detsil, and thsat
similer relationship petterns would emerge elsewhere if
equally good records were as intensively studied in deteil.

Number of Immigrents

Any consideration of how the Irish immigrents came
to America, and to Halifex in particuler, is intimately
bound up with the problem of the guantity of newcomers., No
one knows the number of Irish who emigrated during the nine-
teenth century, either exactly or very closely. Such records
as were kept were sporadic, unevenly tellied, sometimes lost,
frequently altered for speciel pleading, and based on veri-
eble criteria. Passenger lists for ships entering Nove
Scotian ports from Ireland in the early nineteenth century
ere just about non-existent. Available statistics ere based
on sources that are neither accurate semplings nor complete
counts, The figures that follow are founded upon the work
of Adems and Colemsan, both of whom used the test aveilable
stetistics, which came from officiel sources.69 Both offer
suggestions regerding the accuracy of the official figures.
They are too low, but nobody cen ssay by how much. Never-

theless,, in relstion to one another the returns hesve some

69Coleman, Passage to Americe, 295; Adams, Ireland
eand Irish Emigration, 413, 415.
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value in verifying trends. This pertly mitigetes their leck

of usefulness in absolute terms.

Table I-EMIGRATION FROM THE UL TED KINGUCM, 1835-1860
(figures in '000's)

Year To BNA To USA Yeer To BNA To USA Year To BNA To USA

1835 16 27 1844 23 b 1853 35 231
1836 34 38 1845 32 59 1854 Lk 193
1837 30 37 1846 43 82 1855 18 103
1838 5 14 1847 110 142 1856 16 112
1839 13 34 1848 31 188 1857 21 127

1840 32 L1 1849 41 219 1858 10 60
1841 38 L5 1850 33 233 1859 7 70
1842 5L 6L 1851 43 267 186C  _10 87

1843 2L 28 1852 33 2414 Total-796 2789

These figures include 2ll British (English, Scots,
Welsh, Irish) emigrants, and are most assuredly not com-
plete.returns. They tend to underestimation, particulerly
in 1846-50, when the Famine swemped attempts at keeping
records., Nevertheless, they do suggest trends in the pattern
of migration to North America. The pre-famine years 1835-46
brought 344,000 to British North Americe, and 513,000 to the
United States. During the Fazmine, 1847-49, British North
Americe got 182,000, and the United States 549,000 souls.
From 1850-60, British North Americe received 270,000, and
the United States 1,727,000 immigrents from the British Isles.
It appears, then, thet British North Americe received more

British Isles emigrants in the pre-famine decade than it did

0
/ Besed on Appendix 1 of the Thirty-Third Ceneral

Report of the Emigration Commissicners, H.C., 1873, Vol., 18,
end guoted by Coleman, 295.
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during or after that disaster. On the other hand, the United
States received more settlers during and after the Great
Famine than previously. The proportions going to British
North America as a ratio of those going to the United States
may be shown as follows:- BNA:USA

1835-18L46 2:3

1847-1849 1:3

1850-1860 1:6
It is also worth noticing that by the later 1850's the im-
migretion to British North America had fallen below that
of the 1830's, while in the United States it remained two
or three times what it had been in the pre-Famine years.

Clearly, as the mid-century pessed the United

States had become the favoured destination for British emi-
grants to America. Since the United States was much further
advanced in industrial development, and had a better climate
and transportation, the trend of emigration suggests growing
selectivity on the part of the intending emigrant. Table I
provided some useful information about the general emigration
pattern to this continent. Table 11 will help to establish
more closely the trend among Irish emigrants entering the
Cenadas and the Maritimes. Unfortunately for oresent pur-

poses, the available data concludes with the year 1845,
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Table II - IRISH EMIGRATION TO THE CANAUAS AND THE MARITIMES,
1831-184571

Year Canadas Maritimes Year Canadas Maritimes
1831 39,053 15,461 1839 6,437 L, 506

1832 32,502 17,803 1840 20,125 8,631

1833 13,581 9,558 1841 22,145 8,778

1834 21,836 10,479 1842 31,867 10,917

1835 8,078 2,686 1843 11,094 3,574

1836 16,335  ..... . 1844 16,293 1,432

1837 17,490 8,612 1845 21,138 5,570

1838 1,847 1,061

Totals, 1831-1845...279,821 109,068

The figures for Irish emigration to the two areas
of British North America--the Canadas (Upper and Lower) and
the Maritimes (N.S., N.B., and P.E.I.)--may be used to draw
some tentative conclusions. They indicate tnat movement into
the two Canadas was considerably higher than it wes into the
Maritimes, but the proportions varied, and the trend became
more rather than less pronounced. Allowing that Maritime
immigration in 1836 at least ecualled that of 1835, the total
for the Maritimes in 1831-37 stands at 67,285, that for the
Canadas at 148,875, a proportion of nearly 1:2, From 1838-
45 the Maritimes received 44,469, and the Canadas 130,946,

a ratio approaching 1:3. At the same time, the yearly
average of arrivals was down from nearly 31,000 (1831-37)
to 22,000 (1838-45), almost 30% lower. Combining both con-

cepts it will be seen that the Maritimes were getting a

71Figures based upon Adams, Ireland and Irish

Emigration, 415.
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smaller share of a diminishing immigration from Ireland.
Instead of 32% of 31,000, the Meritimes had an inflow of
26% of 22,000 by the early 1840's. By taking the years
1835-45 in both tables, it avpears theat the lrish-born or
people originating from Irish ports of departure accounted
for 75% of the entire British emigration to British North
America at the time. Now, if the decline found in Table II
continued (with perhaps an abberration due to the Famine
1847-49) at the same rate, the Maritimes were getting only
a slight share of the British flow into B.N.A. by the later
1850's., Instead of the 15,000 and 17,000 figures of 1831-
32, the Maritimes were gaining only about 14% of 75% of
7,000 to 10,000 -- a net figure of only 735 to 1050 per
year for the entire region. Irish immigration to the area
required six to eight years to add one per cent to the pop-
ulation, which was not enough to hold the provortion the
Irish already had. Halifex proved typical in this, and
from some point between 1858 and 1865 the share of the Irish
as a proportion of the Halifax population began to decline,

Table 1I is more directly useful in assessing
Irish settlement in Halifax inasmuch as it gives a figure
for the Maritimes each year. Nova Scotia obtained‘a modest
share of the Irish inflow. Thanks to the work of the late
Dr, Martell, a comverison can be made between the Nova

12

Scotian and the regional figures:

"?Martell, Immigration to Nova Scotia, 111-112.
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Year Maritimes Nova Scotia
1831 15,461 1,538
1832 17,803 899
1833 9,558 L47
1834 10,479 549
1835 2,686 94
B36 0 saess L33
1837 8,612 727
1838 1,061 87
- TOTAL 65,660 4,774 (a proportion

of ca.74%)

Martell further broke down his data by port of
entry. While this is not firm proof of settlement, there
was a tendency, especially emong poorer arrivels, to remain
at or near the place of landing in America for a time. It
can be determined that 3,778 of the 4,774 Irish immigrants
counted for 1831-38 landed at Halifax. For 1831-38 Martell
recorded an outflow from Halifax of 2,097 persons, nationality
not stated., Three quarters of the Halifax arrivals were
Irish, If they formed a like part of net departures, then
about 2,200 Irish remained at Halifax, 1831-38. The greater
part of these were Catholics, onlytwo of the emigrant vessels
having sailed from Protestant Ulster. R.G. Flewwelling
[_nee Susan Morse;7 reports 2,405 Irish arrivsels at Halifax,
1839-51, At the same rate of departure, the net Irish immi-
gration at Halifax, 1839-51, was nearly 1,100 souls.73 Again,

most had sailed from ports in Catholic scuthern Irelend. In

73R.G. Flewwelling, "lmmigration to and Emigration
frgm Nova Scotia, 1839-1851," N,.S.H.S. XXVIII (1949), 75,
no .
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the two decades, 1831-1851, Halifex had gained possibly
3,300 Irish immigrants. Some few were not Catholic, some
moved but remained inside the pfovince, and others died
(notably in the cholera outbreak of 1834, when 77 natives
of Ireland were buried between 6 August and 5 October).7h

In the major burial place for Halifax Catholics,
5,514 people born in Ireland were interred during the years
182G6-1903. There is a 19-month gap in the records tetween
the closing of old Saint Peter's graveyard near the cathedrel
and the opening of Holy Cross Cemetery late in 1843. A
second Catholic cemetery -- Mount Olivet -- opened in 1896.
Together, the total number of Irish-born Roman Catholics who
died in Halifax must be reckoned about 6,000 souls during
the period 1829-1903. From an examination of the ages of
the people buried after 1850, it can be demonstrsted that
only a very tiny percentage of them arrived from Ireland
after 1847. There was no particular appearence of new names
in the baptism or marriage registers at this period, nor any
dramatic increase in the number of either. The number of
paupers from Irelsnd buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, 18L44-46,
averaged 16 per year; 1847-49 averaged 23 per yesr; 1850-55

averaged 18 per year; not exactly evidence of wholesale

74
Register of burials, St. Mary's Cathedral,
Halifax, 1834,
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75
famine immigration. Halifax took but a tiny number of
Irish in relation to the greet influx into this continent.
A number of others probably passed through Halifax st one
time or another, but those who remsined were, with but few
exceptions, pre-famine emigrants from lreland.

Previously, a figure of abtout 3,300 was calculated
as being the number of Irish who remesined in Halifax from
the total new arrivals between 1831 and 1851, In terms of
average life expectancy, almost all the adults and the greater
part of the children in the immigration of those two decades
had :died by 1903. Of the 6,000 burials about half would be
represented in the 3,300 figure. The implication here is
that one-half the Catholic Irish arrivals in Halifax landed
between 1831 and 1851. The rest had to arrive either before
1831 or after 1851. To try to determine how meny, the 1871
census was examined in detail. The birtholace of each per-
son was noted. When a family group occurred, the place of
birth for the youngest born in Ireland or Newfoundland was
teken as indiceting that immigration to Nova Scotia occurred

after that birth, Three categories were established:

75

Register of burials, Holy Cross Cemetery, Halifax,
1844-1855, The annuagl burials of Irish-born paupers were:
18 (1844), 12 (1845), 18 (1846), 28 (1847), 24 (1848), 18
(1849), 25 (1850), 12 (1851), 17 (1852), 13 (1853), 18 (1854),
and 25 (1855). Marriages of Irish-born showed little change
in: St, Mary's Cathedral registers, In 1846 marriages of
such people numbered 32, in 1847 there were 26, and in 1848
there were 27.
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(a) Those born 1847ff in Ireland, and who came to Nova
Scotia more or less directly, with no evidence of
lengthy breaks in their journey;

(b) Those born in Newfoundland in 1847 or later, but who
were of Irish ethnic origin;

(c) Those born in Ireland, but who reached Nove Scotia
via Newfoundland after 1847.

The year 1847 recurs in these categories due to taking those

reporting their age as 24 in 1871 as heving been born in

1847, and other ages accordingly, up or down. The actual

1871 enumeration took place between March and May of that

year, so that any slight error on dates of birth will be

towards the pre-famine period rsther than the opposite,
The number of Irish Catholic individuals in each
of the three groups in 1871 in Halifax is as follows:-

(a) Direct immigrants from Ireland after 1847..........451

(b) Direct immigrents from Newfoundland after 1847.....386

(c) Irish immigrants after 1847 via Newfoundland....... 55

By combining (&) and (c) the actual number of Catholics

living in Halifax in 1871 and born in Ireland in 1847 or

later is obtained, and thet number is only 506 persons.

Of the total of 892 people in the three categories, about

half travelled to Halifex via Newfoundland: (b) + (c)

386 + 55 = 441 persons. From these figures two conclusions

may be drawn., First, immigretion from Irelend to Halifex,

1847-71, was slight, As the 1871 census figures show the

Small number of such people then in the city, the assumption
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must be thst most of the arrivels of the late 1840's passed
through Halifsex snd did not form any substential part of
its Irish Catholic population. Moreover, it sppeers that
the Newfoundland-Halifex rcute waes egually importent &s &
source of late Irish Catholic immigration ss wes eny com-
municetions link directly between Ireland end Halifex.76
Returning to the earlier statistical point about
whether or not the bulk of the Halifex Irish errived before
1831 or after 1851, it is possible to stete with strong
evidence that the greater part of them arrived tefore 1831,
Allowing that as many more Irish Cetholics randomly ended
up in Halifex 1871-1903 as hed done so in 1847-1871, the -

following avproximate arrivel pattern appeers to be velid:

76The 1871 census showed only 70 Irish Catholic in
Halifax who had been born in New Brunswick (whether et Miremi-
chi, Saint John, or elsewhere is not steted), end about 15
natives of Ireland in the same households who evidently
reached Halifax by way of New Brunswick, All but four of the
70 born in New Brunswick were less than 41 years old--i.e.,
born after 1830--in 1871.

7TThese ere rounded figures. The figure (1) is
arrived at by taking the 6,000 Roman Cetholic Irish deaths
for the period as being approximetely the total number. In
fact, for the period after 1903, deeths of Irish-born Catho-
}ics were quite few in number--less than 20 per year. The
lmportent thing is thst by even the most liberel reckoning,
the Halifax Irish Catholic community wes a pre-femine growth,
The fzmine espect cen be further minimized by breeking down
the probable dates of errival of the post-1847 group in the
1871 census. By tsking those born in Irelend 2nd eged, re-
Spectively, 19, 14, 9, end 4, the 451 people subdivide:
1847-51 (165), 1852-56 (99), 1857-61 (83), 1862-66 (30),
1867-71 (54). Those coming efter 1852 can herdly be viewed
@s peonle fleeing from the femine occurring in 1846-50.
Sterving people caennot wait two to six yeers to seek food!
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(1) Irish-born persons in Halifax 1829-1GC3, who
had srrived in or before 1831 .......2,000
(2) Ditto, who hed come here between 1831 end 1851..3,000

(3) Ditto, who had come here in or after 1852.......1,000.

Figure 1 and Teble Ill, following, show the county
of origin within Ireland of the Irish who remeined in Halifax,
1829-1903., The Teble totel of 7,442 end the totsl of 6,000
used in reckoning the dates of arrival in Halifex may be
reconciled easily. Of the 2,516 people listed in Table II1
under the dates 1825-45, 1,928 were listed in merriage
registers. Most of those married 1825-45 would heve died
during the years 1829-1903. It is reasoneble to consider
that much of the 1,442 in the difference would be accounted
for from the 1,928 people whose marrisges and burials are
included in the greater total.

Since the 1843-1903 figures are besed entirely
on burials, we may tske them as neerly conclusive evidence
that the deceased ended their mortel cereers in Halifex.

A sampling of ten years of burials reveels less then 1% of
the interments were those of remains sent here from outside
the area for burial.

A most striking fact ebout Halifex Irish Catholics
for the nineteenth century is that three Irish counties--
Kilkenny, Cork, and Waterford--contributed sbove hsalf of
totsl, Tipperery, Kerry, and Wexford supplied & further
one quarter of all, The typicel Halifax Irishman was

therefore from the southernmost parts of the provinces of
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Table I11 - ORIGINS O#F IRISH CATHOLICS IN HALIFAX, 1825-1903

cork
waterford
Tipperary
Kerry
Limerick
clare

LELNSTER
Kilkenny
Wexford
Carlow
Longford
Dublin
Leix/Queens
Kildare
Meath
Westmeath
Wicklow
Offaly/Kings
Louth

ULSTER
Armagh
Donegal
Tyrone
Cavan
Monaghan
Londonderry
Antrim
Down
Fermanagh

CONNACHT
Galway
Mayo
Sligo
Leitrim
Roscommon

1825/45 (%)
12 50. 4%)

367 (15.8%)
379 (15.1%)
3510 (13.9%)
8L  (3.3%)
50  (2,0%)
7 (.3%)
1037 (41.22%
551  (21.9%)
147 (5.8%)
123 (4.9%)
53  (2.1%)
23 (.9%)
LO  (1.6%)
32 (1.3%)
22 (.9%)
16 (.6%)
17 (.7%)
9 (.4%)
L (.2%)
132 (5.24%)
11 (.4%)
20 (.8%)
26 (1.0%)
18 (.7%)
15 (.6%)
15 (.6%)
11 (.4%)
8 (.3%)
79 (3.14%)
12 (.5%)
18 (.7%)
20 (.8%)
16 (.6%)
13 (.5%)

~—

1843/72 (%)
1%73 (55.78%)

536 (17.8%
457 (15.2%)
358 (11.9%)
259 (8.6%)
53 (1.8%)
15 (.5%)
1049 (34.86%
553  (17.7%)
156  (5.2%)
132 (L4.4%)
36 (1.2%)
L9  (1.6%)
52 (1.7%)
21 (.7%)
27 (.9%)
20 (.7%)
12 (.L%)
10 (.3%
1 (.1%)
163 (5.42%)
18 (.6%)
24 (.8%)
25 (.8%)
18 (.6%)
18 (.6%)
12 (.4%)
18 (.6%)
15 (.5%)
15 (.5%)
119 (3.94%)
55 (1.8%)
2L (.8%)
15 (.5%)
15 (.5%)
10 (.3%)

1873/1903 (%)

1102 (57.48
294  (15.3%)
295 (15.4%)
2L7 (12.9%)
203 (10.6%)
L8  (2.5%)
15 (.8%)
602 (31,38%)
294 (15.3%)
85  (L.L4%)
75  (3.9%)
16 (.8%)
54 (2,8%)
10 (.5%)
23 (1.2%)
10 (.5%)
17  (1.0%)
8 (.4%)
6 (.3%)
L (.2%)
117 (6.11%)
38 (2.0%)
12 (.6%)
12 (.6%)
8 (.0%)
8 (.L%)
11 (.6%)
9  (.5%)
13 (.7%)
6 (.3%)
96 (5.03%)
L8 (2.5%)
25  (1.3%)
11 (.6%)
6 (.3%)
6 (.3%)

78 |
TOTAL (%)
LOL8(54.39
1227 (16.4%)
1131 (15.2%;
956 (12.8%
506 (7.3%
151 (2.0%)
37 (.5%!
2688(36.12°
1378 (18.5%' |
388 (5.0%)
330 (4.4%;
105 (1l.4%!
126 (1.6%!
102 (1.3%,
76 (1.0%)
59 (.8%?
53 (.7%
37 (.5%
25 (.3%. ‘
9 (1%
‘Ll2(5.53 |
56 (.80’" H:]
63 (.9%
Ly (.6%.
bl (.6% |
38 (.5% I
29 (.45
294(3.95
113 (1.5%
67 (.9%
L6 (.6%
37 (.5%
29  (.4%

7800mpiled from the records of the Catholic Pzrish of St, Mary's,
The figures are not samplings, but actua |

and Holy Cross Cemetery, Halifax.
St. Mery's burial records for 1829-42, and those of 1

complete tallies.

marriages for 1825-45 make up the number listed under the years 1825/45.
In all three groups of years a number of people with their origin given
merely as 'Ireland' occurred in the registers,

In each case this number wa
The total number in

shared out proportionately to the several counties,

€ach group of years above was the basis of the percentages given in the
These totals were:

Fespective columns.

Grand Total - 7,442 individuals (Catholic, Irish)

1825/45 - 2516

1843/72 - 3009
1873/1903-1917




Figure 1 - ORIGIN BY OCUNTY OF

THE IRISH CATHOLICS
(Halifax:1825-1903)
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Munster and Leinster, Exact perishes or origin are not
known in enough instances to allow secure generelizations,
but the specific origins that ere known suggest thet south
Kilkenny, east Cork, Weterford, end south Tipperery--adja-
cent arees in s bend sbout 75 miles eest to west and 30
miles north to south--together form the msjor source of the
Helifax Irish Cetholics. It cannot be without significence
in assessing the internal structures of the Helifex Irish
thet so meny of them ceme from Midleton or Fermoy (Co. Cork),
Kilmacthomas or Dungarvan (Co. Waterford), Thomesstown or
Cellen (Co. Kilkenny), or Carrick-on-Suir (Co. Tipperary).
It also lends support to the idee thst the Hslifax Irish
errived partly in response to a chain movement pattern, as
mentioned eerlier.

Irish Identities: Some Group Attitudes

The Irish came, but what were they like? The
people of a country share more then a slice of the eerth's
surface and a set of historicel circumstences, importent
8s these are., Their 'inlook', their way of seeing them-
selves involves having ettitudes and patterns of thought
which are common and general., If en entire people does not
share such opinions, it only confirms thet not everyone
thinks alike, even when put in the same situation, beceuse
individuals have different needs and fears. Likewise, the
grouos within a country thet ere besed on religion or poli-
tics, economic status or educational level, will shere the

accumulated heritage of their people, but resct differently
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to situetions. While all of a peonle heve more in common
than otherwise, it is not reesoneble to expect unasnimity
from them.

To define as 'Irish' anyone who was born in Ireland
would te pértly true, but it would be a case of lumping to-
gether as homogeneous a group who were divided in almost
every sense: language, religion, politics, living standards,
folk culture, and in other characteristics of a civilized
community. One cannot fairly exclude Protestants from the
nzme of 'Irish' although for the purposes of this study the
Irishmen shell be considered as being a Roman Catholic.
Irishmen were not all Cetholics nor were they &ll country-
men, but for the present we shall be treating of people who
happened to be both Catholic and countrymen, the former in
all instances, the latter in almost all. The reason for
the distinction may be explained by considering why the
Irish were so generally Catholics.

The Hibernian was probably no more conventionally
pious than any other sort of European, but his church assumed
a8 function it had not to fulfill in countries such as Spain
or Italy. The Irish, under the thumb of Protestant Englend,
had a common bond in their religion, much as hed the Greeks
under the Turks, and the Poles under the Russians, Irish-
man, Pole, Greek -- each was a n:stional minority thet had
been deprived of nationality by the political dominetion of
a conqueror whose religious system was alien to thet of the

concuered people. The vanquished tended to orgrnize
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themselves as a people around their church. The Irish
Catholics hed a national chur‘ch.79

The Irish considered their Church the true keeper
of the faith and of the path to salvation, both here &nd
hereafter, Two hundred years of fierce attack had confirmed
end strengthened its position. Religious and netionsl issues,
as well as economics, were interlinked in the opposition to
landlords who were at once masters, foreigners, and members
of a hostile church system. One who made grezt personal
sacrifices for his beliefs did not esteem lightly his ideals,
When the Irish came to America the Church gained in prestige
for it was one of the few familier institutions to cross the
Atlantic with them.80

The nineteenth-century Bostonian, Edward E. Hele,
wrote perceptively that the Irish were religious &s 2
metter of politics. He could see that religion wes to them
"a metter of national pride, end of the gallantry of those
who lived where it had been persecuted. A Catholic congre-
gation . . . wants an Irish priest, for their interest in
their faith is, thet it was their feith in their oppressed

81
home ., " Hale observed the restlessness of Irishmen when

79W. Lloyd Warner and Leo Srole, The Social Systems
of Americen Ethnic Groups (New Haven: Yale University Press,
1945), 159.

80Handlin, Boston's Immigrants, 128,

81Edwar‘d E. Hale, Letters on Irish Emigration first
published in the Boston Daily Advertiser (Boston, 1852]),
guoted by Coleman, 166,
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their pastor was not an Irishman, a phenomenon that would
not be unknown in Halifax after 1836,

The Catholic clergyman performed the rituals of
his Church; he had this in common with ministers of other
faiths. However, the Irish concept of priesthood extended
to much more which they felt that only an Irish priest could
be expected to manace with the necessary sensitivity and
understandine, Firstly, he was to supervise the family
structures throusgh the confessional and by regular house-
hold visits. Then, he was left to handle parochial pro-
perty and finances. Thirdly, he had to supervise the
children's morsal training in a Sunday school. Finally, he
was supposed to foster actively church societies designed
to occupy the leisure time of his flock.sz There would
never be an Irish "Father Brown"; Irish priests were kept
far too busy with the obligations their flock had burdened
them with.

As keeper of both the religious and national
values and attitudes of the parent society -~ assertive
aspects o° ethnicity — the Church was naturally the first
formally orcanized structure within the transplanted ethnic

community. "The associations and schools which later

82Warner and Srole, 173: "Throurh the confessional
the priest is aware of the most detailed and intimate facts
concerning every parishioner. With no area of the community
System closed to him, the priest is in a position of extra-
oriinary power in that system."
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emerged in the ethnic community were structural fences

newly contrived to keep the ethnic individual articulated

to the church and the community while keeping him from g
3

straying far out into the / general / . . . social system."

These societies and the priesthood were thought by many at

the time to be "the only effectual barrier agasinst a total

84

disruotion of Society."

The Anglo-Irish historian Lecky paid the pervasive
influence of the Church the tribute of criticism. In his
remarks, Lecky was admitting the truth of the claim that the
Catholic Church possessed the hearts of the Irish people.

Catholicism . . . is peculierly unsuited to a nation
struggling with great difficulties., It is exceedingly
unfavourable to independence of intellect and to inde-
pendence of character, which are the first conditions
of national progress . . . and it oroduces habits of
thought and 1life not favourable to industrig% activity
and extremely opposed to political freedom.

Formed in Ireland of the Penal Code, the Irish
character retained a tenderness for the Church which had

shared its history. Under English rule the Irish had not

831pid,, 161-162.
8l*The Cross, 19 February 1848,
85Anne Wyatt, "Froude, Lecky and 'the Humblest

Irishman'," Irish Historical Studies, XIX, 75 (March 1975),
279.
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broken, but had tried stubbornly to cling to what wes their

own: the lend, family édentity, memories, a way of speech,
6

end en outlook on 1life, What Lecky considered progress
end industrial activity, the mass of lrish Cetholics -- and
their priests -- utterly sourned, probebly es artifices of

the English and Protestantism., Within his own freme of
reference the Irishmen was a Catholic and to be Cetholic
wes to be Irish, To be among their own kind was importent
to them.87

Apart from their country characteristics end their
religious identity, the Irish of the period 1801-1840 had
certain general attitudes towards political and economic
advancement., The Union had orovoked serious dissatisfaction
among the majority of Irish citizens, and orgenized protest
against the Union picked up increasing support among Irish-
men. The rebellions of the United Irishmen had failed
signally, and the leaders were either caontured or fled the
country. There was a void in Irish secular leadership until

the 1820's when Daniel O'Connell emerged as the popular

leader., Violence had been rewarded by the hated Union, so

86William V. Shannon, The American Irish (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1963), 7,9.

87For instance, Archtishoo Connolly wrote Bishop
Rogers of Chatham, N.B.: "Our Irish farmers in America
will never hold on to country life, 0ld Mackey and Tobin
of River John have sold off their ferms and are now in
Halifax thinking of opening a Public House! They felt lone-
some and have come back to the Irish." (Helifax Archdiocese
Chancery Office: Connolly Papers, 24 May 1867).
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the methods of peaceful pressure and svecific confrontation
had their turn in Ireland before the Famine. The round of
agrarian unrest and outrage did not cease, but these affairs
had a randomness and lack of articulstion about them. The
truth was that both constitutional end radical Irish protest
was wanting for cepable leadership.

O'Connell came into widespread notice in the 1820's
for his essential role in the struggle for Catholic emanci-
pation (i.e., the seating of Roman Cstholics in Parliament,
end later, in municipal corporations). He was in the strong,
if unspectacular Irish tradition of constitutional agitetion
for reform, as opposed to the other old course of violent
protest and rebellion. Those Irish who left their country
between 1815 and 1840 generally believed thst peaceful
methods were carrying some Irish grievances towards solution.
The decade before the femine witnessed the culmination of
O'Connell's struggle to achieve Repeal of the Union. To
that end the Catholic peasantry was organized, the commerical
classes drawn in, and a substantial sum of money was reised.
O'Connell's revival of the Repeal movement after 1839 drew
more ordinary people into a politicsl agitation than had

89

any previous circumstance. O'Connell's later activities

888roeker, Rural Disorder in Ireland, 13.

89Woodham—Smith, The Grezt Hunger, 16.
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did not so much influence Irish emigrants to Nova Scotisa
before emigration as follow them and involve their sympa-
thies through Repeal Associations., 'The Liberator' "never
forgot the excesses of the French Revolution . . . and re-
mained loyally attached to the Crown and his idezls of
peace . . . In the end, however, he found that he could
preserve it / the peace / only at the price of his own vop-
ularity."go

O'Connell retained the regard of the messes and
the clergy, but some others defected to the ranks of Young
Ireland., What is significant is that O'Connell's methods
and attitudes had such a hold on his followers thst most of
the clergy and people remained deaf to the call of Young
Ireland.91 The emigrant Irish, not exposed versonally to
the provocations of the period after 1840 in Ireland, ceme
to Nova Scotia solidly convinced that O'Connell's wes the
preferable attitude towards the problem of voliticsl reform.

Adams observed that

the emigrants of 1815-45 and their children,

9OGarnier, 127. 0O'Connell showed the inarticu-
late Irish that the law was not only an instrument of re-
pression but that abstract princiovles of justice existed
behind it, oprinciples that could be used to serve Irish
purvoses. Cf., R, Dudley Edwerds, A New History of Irelend
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1972), 162.

91

Gernier, 135.
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treined in the spirit and methods of C'Connell,

were anti-Fenian . . . This division of Irish

America into moderate hostility and rebid

Anglonhobia ., ., . had probably produced a more

effective »rovagsnda ageinst England than either

group alone could have done. The moderstes have

given the Irish csuse some stending with thinking

peonle, while the fire-ezters have roused the

unthinkigg and driven a spur into the sides of the

vacific.

Whatever their reasons for coming across the
Atlantic, and wherever they went to settle, certain charac-
teristics of Ireland's demographic profile were reproduced
among the emigrants., Adams found that the populous farming
class, somewhat higher than the meanest peasantry, but lower
than the gentry, contributed the bulk of emigrants before
93
1815, and probably down to 1830. This waes hardly sur-
orising, seeing that the Irish census of 1831 showed that
90% of the people were primarily engaged in agriculture and
94

related work. Until 1830 or even 1835 the typical emi-
grant was a small farmer, generally poor and not skilled
even as a farmer, yet proud of his independence. In America
his only recourse was to teke work as an unskilled labourer,
His knowledge of the English languege and the presence of
friends in the country facilitated his trensition to a

better job after a time, "The new emigrant was . . .

hampered by . . . a character in which excess of joy and

92Adams, 386-387.
931vid,, 34.
hIvid,, 39.



-63-

gloom seemed ecually unfortunate to the slower tempered
Anglo-Saxon.," We may suppose that there were many slightly

enigmatic Hibernians among the pre-1838 Irish Haligonians.

Conclusion

Ireland of 1815-45 was a land in crisis. The
country hed too many people and was producing too many more.
The English part of the 'United' Kingdom was ruining its
Irish partner by its superior mechanizsation and its better
methods of distribution. The haplessness, if not the hope-
lessness, of the Irish dilemma can be felt after a century
and a half. Granted such a context we can admit the forti-
tude of the lrish people. The closet of their past, old
and recent, was full of reasons to encourage emigration.
Ireland was troubléd, and the tensions increased after 1815.
Either those in authority must make major social, political
and economic changes, or the superfluous population must
perish, emigrate, or remain to further lower the living
standards of all Irish farm people in general,

Emigration became a widely popular choice among
the alternatives. Government could avoid reform by en-
couraging and even assisting emigration of surplus rursal
labour. Landowners could enclose their lands more effici-

ently and reduce their poor rates by aiding their evicted

95
Ibid., 238-239,
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tenantry to leave home. The peonle themselves, frightened,
too numerous, overcrowded on tiny holdings, grew into
acceptance of the idea of leaving home. The pangs of
leaving the old familiar surroundings were ezsed, first by
seasonal migration to England followed by & return home,
then by chain movement patterns of emigration to places
where friends and relations already had gone before, and
finslly by the sustaining spiritual presence of the Roman
Cetholic priesthood. The Maritimes were available to Irish
emigrants because of fishing vessels going to Newfoundland,
and because of the increasing availability of transportation
on timber ships going to the Miramichi, Halifax was one of
the ports to which ships regularly went. Halifax got its
Irish, not in a sudden rush for sensational reasons, but as
an accretion of stragglers who happened to get there.

Most of the Irish coming to Halifax arrived before
the Great Famine of 1846-49. These emigrants were country
peovole, usually of very modest means; Catholics who trusted
the authority of the priest and the eloquence of 0O'Connell,
but no one else. It would require a great adjustment for
the Irish and for their hosts if these people were to become
anything more than a transplanted Irish oroblem on a2 new
shore, Could Halifax and the Irish Cetholics come to terms

with one another?
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II - THE DEVELOPING IRISH COMMUNITY IN HALIFAX TO 1838

Numbers of Irish were making their several ways
towards Halifax during the quarter century following the end
of the Napoleonic Wars. They would diversify and challenge
the host community, while at the same time be obliged to
adapt themselves to the circumstances in which they found
themselves. To understand these aspects of the Irish settle-
ment, we must scrutinize the reasons the Irish people had
for gathering in communities such as Halifax. It also
mattered greatly whether or not the Irish were a new ingredi-
ent in the community. What was the Nova Scotia to which the
Irish came? Whet was its style of government, whet was its
economic situation, and what developments hed its people
already undergoﬁe? This chapter will examine the Irish
presence in Halifax through the years prior to the mounting
of the campaign for responsible government.

The Urban Concentration

A remarkable fact about the Irish immigration is
that these predominently farming people did not continue
their traditional occupation in America. Only about ten
per cent of them went on the land. Any study of the Irish
in North America has sooner or later to ettempt an explana-
tion of this strange phenomenon., The matter resolves it-
self into several elements, each of which is to be considered
in turn: experiences, poverty, personal gualities, and the
situation in the host environment into which the settler

first arrived from Ireland.
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The experiences through which an emigrant group
had passed made the most profound impression on them. Each
new batch of arrivals in an eastern port of North America
carried in its collective and individual consciousness
memories of what they had come from and of what they them-
selves were. Even before the Great rfamine, many of the
Irish were "more interested in escaping from Europe than
in whet faced them in America." What terrors could a
crowded city slum offer an Irish immigrant family that had
scraped its last few shillings together to get away from
an exhausted patchwork quilt of tiny fields and grinding
poverty? The Irish had reached that crucial point where
they preferred the devil they did not know to him they
knew. Some had come from districts where farming had been
accompanied by unrést, uncertainty and violence. They
turned their backs on the soil to live in lively cities.
Their ignorance of imoroved or large scale farming soon
defeated many of those who did start by taking up a piece
of land. In the Nova Scotian situation an experienced wit-
ness, Titus Smith, observed that "most of those who were
farmers had been accustomed to land which required a dif-
ferent mode of cultivetion so thaet they are often necessarily

97

somewhat awkward at their business."

96Handlin, Boston's Immigrants . . ., 37.

97p.A.N.S., R.G. 1, Vol. 380, 110 (Report to
Sir John Wentworth, 1801),
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When one considers the list of attainments that
Thomas Haliburton, the author of 'Sam Slick', held to be
necessary for a successful farming settler, Titus Smith's
remarks look charitable. "In a new country," wrote Judge
Haliburton, "the wants of the inhabitants are both numerous
and indisoensable, and . . . promote extraordinary ingenuity
and industry. A Nova-Scotia farmer . . . can often construct
the frame of his house, erect the chimney, make his imple-
ments of husbandry, or if occasion require, shoe his horse."98
Where this left the ordinary Irishman can well be imagined.
His usual house had been turf and thatch and in Nova Scotia
where was he to find either, afford their cartage, or hire
the help? The typical Irish immigrant had never shod a
horse, let alone owned one. Unskilled in the ways of life
in a new countryside, whose climate was much herder than
that of Ireland, can anyone be surprised that the Irish
immigrants had few among them "willing to adopt the . . .
difficult expedient of attempting to farm wilderness land
without capital"?9?

Their experiences both at home and in the new

environment played a large part in convincing the Irish to

avoid the risks and hazards of breaking new soil as farmers.

98Thomas C. Haliburton, An Historicsl and Statis-
tical Account of Nove Scotia (Halifax: Joseph Howe, 1829),

i1, 294.
99W.S. MacNutt, The Atlantic Provinces (Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1965), 157.
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Part of the story is thét their own poverty confined most
Irish to the cities where thev hed landed. As Handlin ex-
pressed it in regard to Boston, there were essential con-
ditions required before any large immigrant group would
remain there. Among them, he felt, was poverty. The immi-
grants "must have so little mobility that . . . they could
not go elsewhere because poverty deprived them of the means,
and despondence of the desire."loo Halifax was no closer
to other destinations than was Boston; rsther the contrary.
Yet there were some stages or degrees of life
between pioneering in the wilderness and huddling almost
at wharfside in urban concentration. One remove from sullen
dejection and destitution would be an apparent move from
one urban cluster to another, with only the name of the
community being changed. "From Halifax and St. John's
'these debilitated, half-starved human-beings' wandered
down the coest . . . until they reached a large city —
usually Boston -—— where chariteble institutions would
shelter them."lOl Halifax was an exporter in the sense
Handlin describes in this remark, and it appears that this
traffic had the effect of raising the average level of

those who remained in Halifax, by removing the less skilled

types of people.

lOOHandlin, Boston's Immigrants, 37.

104144ad wo,
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The most noteworthy features of this onward mi-
gration are its scope and its occupational distribution.
By taking family groups from baptism records of Halifax
Catholic churches for 1827-1847 a sampling of 240 families
was obtained., Records of marriage and burial, and census
returns of later in the century were then checked 2gsinst
these femily grouvos., Allowance was made thet some names
were too common to permit their later identification., It
was found that of all the Irish Catholic civilien femily
grouos once present in Halifax, nearly half subsequently
departed. A few left the city but remained within the pro-
vince, and one returned to Ireland. The proportions work
out to the following percentages with respect of families
arriving in Halifax after 1815, and represented in the
baptism registeré between 1827 and 1847:

(a) remained in Halifax at least until death of
parent generation...l116 (48.3%)

(b) left Halifax, but remained within Nova Scotiz.l2 (5.0%)

(c) left Halifax,apparently for destinstions out-
side Nova Scotia..1l12 (46.7%)

As to the occuvstional grouns who left, there are
two slender sources of data, which probably indicate the
general trend. First, an effort wes mede to determine the
ultimate fate of 1lrish heads of family in the 1838 census
of Halifax. Those who evidently left this erea included
41 nemes beginning with letters A through E, peopnle who
lived here in 1838 but were gone by 1850. Second, the

records of the Charitable Irish Society carry notations
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benind the names of those who left

the Society. 1f they

went to the United States an entry was made to that effect.

There were 27 such devartures between 1838 znd 1850,

may be added thet in none of these
of 240, the census sample of 41,

parture of 27 members),

are names repeated.

It

cases (the register sample

and the Society totzl de-

By occupation,

the 68 census and Society departures bresk down as follows:

Unknown occupation...18;
Small business........
storekeepers.....
tavernkeepers.
L7 5 Lo S
Artisan and Fermlng...
carpenters, “

W =t b e D

fisherman......
gunsmith....
painter.. s«
rlggerdy,. Vi
rope maker
vatlorsppdi i ol |
Unskilled..

------

CrUCKMAN oo oo 65 9%

occupation known.

.50 (on which
percentages are based)
[ 7 (14%)

2

¥y

s

opd 331 (82%)

...32 (64%)

=

Two other very small indications of trends can be

cited from the evidence examined.
the 68, destinstions are known.

New York,

three each to Chicago and Boston.

In the case of 11 men of

Of these, five went to

Of the 68 de-

partures, two -- one trader and one shopkeeper -- returned

and stayed in Halifax.

It is avparent from the evidence

thet significant numbers of Irish were passing through

Halifax, 1815-1850,

Those who were leaving were most often

labourers, although a substentielly smaller number of

artisans and shopkeepers also left,

The better qualified
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arrivals in Halifsax tended to find attractive opportunities
there, and the lure of larger cities in the United States
was not yet strong enough tc attrect men with trades.

For pecuniary ressons the Irish were obliged to
seek homes and work in urben environments, often enough in
a series of cities, 1In addition, urbzan society offered
more opvortunity for social contact. "The gregariousness,
wnich is so noticeable a feature of Irish character, accords
ill with pioneer life . . ."102 The pattern of small-
holding in Irelend had left countrymen within sight and
sound of neighbours' cottages and society. North American
land systems, with few exceptions, did not allow the settlers'
homes to be drawn into cosy oroximity as a friendly hamlet or
village. Often enough they deposited the settler behind a
hill, or dense woodland separated him from his fellows.
Many Irishmen could not live in such isolstion. By staying
in towns they avoided at least this particular problem.
Halifax had the further inducement for the Irish of a pre-
existing lrish community that hed roots as old zs the town
itself.lo3 This encouraged the chain movement pattern of
growth noted in the previous chapter. Neohews crossed to

join uncles, and younger brothers to 'help out' older

brothers.

102
Adams, Ireland and lrish Emigration . . .,341.

lOBInfra.
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The fourth factor that inclined the Llrish to cling
so generally to urban areas varied from place to place.
This was the set of circumstances obtaining in the host en-
vironment., Haliburton emphasized of Halifax that the
"English statute, requiring a service of seven years as a
qualification to exercise a trade, is not in force here,
and every verson is at liberty to‘apply his talents as he
may find most agreeable or lucrative."lou The new arrival
must have imagined an alluring prospect once he had dis-
covered this fact! A man who had probably farmed without
the least knowledge of science, and had raised nothing but
potatoes and an annusl pig, came into Nova Scotia and found
that he could practice whatever craft he chose to put his
hand to. The temptation to branch out into one or other of
the trades thetvrequired skill, tools and experience would
have been a great lure, to which almost inevitebly some
would be drawn. And where better to practice the skills of
the carpenter or painter, tinsmith or glazier, than in a
town where, at least in theory, the custom could be found
and the money minted by each new day's labour? Of course
this euphoric vision quickly faded in the face of reality,
but often enough the Irish rustic who had got his passage

and arrived with a few shillings to his name, had already

104
Haliburton, History of Nove Scotia, II, 294,
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laid out the money in purchasing the tools of his newly-
chosen craft. More important for our purpose, the Irishman
hed ooted himself into an urban context.

In 1830 Nova Scotia changed its land vpolicy.
Previously, lands had been granted gratis, but es of 1830,
except for military vpensioners, settlers were exnected to
buy their land.lo5 The price could be small and still dis-
courage most of the Irish arrivels, who, thanks to one or
other of the previous reasons, were already bdeginning to
feel apprehensive about taking up land.

Next to farmers the most numerous group in Ireland
and among the emigrants was that composed of the artisans.lo6
Once in America both classes ended up in much the same
. situation: unskilled labour in construction camps, in
building of factories, on the streets and the docks, or in
the mills""--wherever brawn was the primary need."107 In
time, some few of these wage-earners amassed the means to
oven small shoos which catered, more often, to their fellow
Irishmen in the character of grocers, tailors, and shoe-

108
makers. Both in the United States and British North

105p 4.N.S., R.G. 1, Vol. 68, doc. 27, Goderich to
Maitland, 7 Mar 1831. This policy was originzted in Britain
and was designed to deter the settlement of immigrants as
freeholders.

1000ANEy Mnnd and Trish Emieration. . ., 59.
107,

Ibid., 340.
108

Ibid., 341,
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America the mass of immigrant Irish became part of the urban
working class.109

The concentration of Irish within the cavital city
of Halifax and its small hinterland (e.g., Dartmouth, Bed-
ford Basin, the western shore of the Harbour as far as
Sambro, and along the adjacent coast to Prospect) was im-
pressive. As many as 80% of all Irish Catholics in Nova
Scotia lived in the town and county of Halifax in 1827.
The census that year reported 20,400 Catholics. If most
of those in Pictou and Sydney were Scots (ca.8500) and most
of those in Annapolis, Shelburne and Cumberland were Acadians
(ca.4700), we are left with 7200 Catholics, of which 5785
were in Halifax county and town, Except for Chezzetcook,
the majority of these were Irish. This leaves only about
1500 Irish Catholics for the rest of the orovince. These
were mainly farming in Cape Breton and Antigonish, or
fishing along the Atlantic coast of the colony.llo

The Catholics had Irish priests regulerly in
only three places before 1830, and of these only Manchester
(Guysborough Co.) was outside of Halifax County. After

1840, three other locations had Irish Catholic oriests:

Windsor, Mainadieu, and Liverpool. While not conclusive,

1091 519-—a12,

110
Haliburton, History of Nova Scotia, II, 298,
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this evidence further indicates the degree of urban con-
centration of Nova Scotia's lrish Catholic population. This
situation did not change significantly until the 1850's when
the coming of the railway spread a thin band of Irish into
new parts of the province,

The Irish in Halifax before 1830

Halifex could always claim to be an urban community,
although its population at times consisted in little more
than the emoloyees and the hangers-on of the civil and mili-
tary authorities, with a sprinkling of merchants, It had
always had an Irish presence. Any notion that Irish immi-
gration after 1815 was a novelty in Halifax must collapse
in the face of the evidence. It took a while for the Irish
to grow to the status of a community, but Irishmen were a
feature of Halifax from its foundation.

The passenger lists of Cornwallis' ships and the
early victualling lists for Halifax contain names that are
Irish., In 1752, fifty-three heads of family with 253 persons
in their families were at or near Halif‘ax.112 Though 253
persons among L4248 was a mere six per cent, the Irish ele-
ment was obviously larger, since many were servants within

households whose heads were not lrish. Some of these early

Irish Haligonians were "indentured servants from Newfoundland

313

1124 omas B. Akins, "History of Halifax City,"
Collections of the N.S.H.S., VIII (1895), 246-261.

Belcher's Farmer's Almanac...1831-1843, passim.
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or Virginia seeking to escavpe the hard obligations to which
they were contracted."l13 Another suggestion of a larger
Irish group in Halifax is the remark by 'J.B.' in his
'Letter to a Noble Lord' in 1756. 'J.B.' claimed that the
"common dialect sooke at Halifax is wild Irish.“llh

Another early observer, the Rev. Dr, Stiles of
Boston, stated in 1760 that Healifax had nearly 3,000 veople,
"one third of which are Irish, and many of them Roman
Catholics."115 Some corroboration of his estimate comes
from statistics collected in 1767. Halifax and its environs
then contained 3,022 peoole of whom 667 were willing to ad-
mit to being Roman Catholics, and 853 had been born in
Ireland.116 By discounting 200 Acadians from the Catholic
total, it apvears there were about 467 Catholic Irish offi-
cially in Haliféx. Because the law had anti-Catholic pro-
visions, there would be likely some concealed Catholics.
An estimated Irish and Catholic populztion of 500 to 600

(15-20%) seems credible.

113MacNutt, The Atlantic Provinces, 54.

1lbguoted in ibid.

11
5Halib’ur‘ton, i1, 12-13,

ll6D. Allison, "A General Return of Townships
. . . 1767," N.S.H.S5., VII (1888), chart facing 56.
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In 1776, a veluastion of resl estate in Halifex
showed there were 360 property owners in town. Of these
about 30 were certainly Irish and Cetholic, and others may
have been.ll7 In & period when they were supposedly ovpressed
by penal restrictions on land ownership, the Catholics com-
prised &s much as eight or ten per cent of the landed pro-
prietors in the capital of the colony! The proportions did
not change much after the penal acts were relaxed, since
a poll tax in 1792-93 showed 1051 names, of which 99 were
those of Irish Catholics--about nine per cent of the total.l18

This latter document gives us some idea of the
sociel standing of the Catholic Irish community because it
has eight 'classes' of people, with the capitation levied
in accordance with one's 'class'., All the\Catholic Irish
fell within fouf 'classes', and we can group by those rasther
than list 8ll eight 'classes'. The four were:

(a) tax 10s. on owners of £500 real property,

weges above £60 (1) professionals (0),

merchants (3), shopkeepers (4) .....c.... &s chigh d oscedd
(b) tax 5s. on lerge farmers (1), masters or

mates (1), master workmen or ertisans (12)..middle...lk

(c) tex 2s.6d. on fishermen (0) and
small farmers (1)

(d) tax ls. on all other males above the
age OT 21 (76)...Q.....-Q'.".l...'...Cttltllowtlliﬂl77

117
P.A.N.S., R.G.1, Vol. 411, doc.7.

118
Ibid., Vol. LhlL, LL5.
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Evidently the Irish Catholics occupied a modest place in.
the community. A few were master tradesmen, and even fewer
were businessmen. The bulk were unpropertied and unskilled
workers.,

The penal laws mentioned earlier dated from 1758
when, in the wake of the Acadian deportation and during
the Seven Years' War, the Council framed severe enactments
against Roman Catholicism. "Other measures were passed in
1759, so that members of this unfortunate denomination might
have no priests, might not hold land, teach school, or even
act as guardians of a minor who had a Protestant relation:'l19
Yet the government assisted Abbé Maillard, a French-speaking
priest, and his successors financially and in mzking facili-
ties available to them. Toleration was justified by the
argument that ﬁhe missionaries kept the Indians quiet and
away from French influences.

Another indication both of the presence of Irish
Catholics in Halifax, and that the vpenal laws were largely
paper regulations in Nova Scotia, may be seen in the Halifex
probate records. The first two will books are for the years
1749-178L4, and contain the wills of least fifty Irishmen,

120
of whom about thirty were Romen Catholic. Among the

119Norah Story, "The Church and State 'Party' in
Nova Scotia, 1749-1851,"™ N.S.H.S., XXVII (1947), 36.
L}
120Terrence M, Punch, "Wills of Irish Interest in
the Probate Registry at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, "The
Irish Ancestor, I, 2 (Dublin, 1969), 89-95,
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civilians these Irish Catholics were mainly labourers,.arti-
sans, traders, and fishermen-mariners. This accords with
the traditional belief that Halifax's early Irish were
fishermen and servants, ex-servicemén, mariners and some
Loyalists., There are several wills of retired and active
members of the military, while Catholic Irish found in will
book three (1785-1816) include a scattering whose survivors
or affiliations mentioned in their wills are clearly eighteenth
century New Englanders, New Yorkers, and Philadelphiens. The
volume of real property bequeathed indicates that the penal
laws could be ignored with impunity.

By the 1780's the Roman Catholics of Halifax—
all Irish names appear on their petitions—sought official
relaxation of some of the penal restrictions.121 Relief in
1783 was folloﬁed at once by construction of a Catholic
church in Halifax.122 "Although Romen Catholics were numerous
in the Maritimes and a few priests were scattered throughout
the area, the . . . Church remained highly disorganized until
the Bishop of Quebec appointed the energetic Irishman,

123
Edmund Burke, as his vicar general for the region in 1801.
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John Bartlet Brebner, The Neutral Yankees of
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Stewart Limited, 1969), 169-170.

123 john S. Moir, Church and State in Cenada 1627-
1867 ("Carleton Library"; Toronto: McClelland and Stewert
Timited, 1967), 46.
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Burke was instrumental, for instance, in setting up Catholic
educational facilities in Halifax. One of his foundetions,
after a precarious and sporadic career, formed the besis of
Saint Mary's University, Halifax,

An Irish population which had a sense of community
end identity existed at Halifax by the mid-1780's. On 17
January 1786 they founded the Charitable Irish Society,
supvorted by a good contingent of army and navy officers of
Irish background. Of the 136 men who signed the original
articles, 53 were Roman Catholics, 43 were Protestant, and
40 cannot be classified on the basis of present information,
though the larger part were likely to have been Protestants.lzh
This Society was the focus of Irish consciousness in the town
for many years, and still exists as a society.

Oné final indicetion of early Irish strength in
Halifeax is found in the records of St. Peter's Catholic Church,
1801-1830. From 1801-to 1817 there were 192 merrisges in-
volving 245 natives of Ireland. Better than helf of those
not born in Ireland had Irish nemes but had been born in
Nove Scotia, most of them presumably between 1775 and 1795.125
The number of Irish increesed rspidly so that between 1818

126
and 1825, 341 natives of Ireland were married in 248 weddings.,

lzhHerbert Leslie Stewart, The Irish in Nove Scotia
(Kentville: Kentville Publishing Co., Limited, 194G), 30-31I.

125Terrence M, Punch, "Some Irish Immigrant Weddings
in Nova Scotia 1801-1817," The Irish Ancestor, VI, 2 (Dublin,
1974), 101-112. :

126Ibid., VII, 1 (1975), 39-54.
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Clearly the post-war boom in immigration hzd begun, and at
the end of the decade was greater. There were 473 Irish-
born people married in 283 services between 1826 and 1830

at St. Peter's.127 The Irish were decidedly concentreting

in Halifax, but they were not a new element in its population.
They were an augmentation to a group that was already in

olace.

The Host Environment to 1838

So much of the economic, intellectual and politi-
cal life of Nova Scotia was centred upon Halifax thet a brief
overview of these aspects of Nova Scotian society in the
early nineteenth century is offered. This will ensble us to
examine the Irish commuhity as it was at the end of the
1830's, and to do so within a setting both of the Irish back-
ground and of the host environment, Halifax town. By showing
what the town had to offer, we may see some of the reessons
why the Irish emigrents ceme here.

The old town of Halifax was built on the east side
of a peninsula, on the slope of a hill rising from the west
side of the habour. It was about two miles long and nearly
half a mile in breadth, The Scots visitor, John M'Gregor,

in 1832, thought

127Ibid., VII, 2 (1975), 104-120,
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The appeerance of Halifax from the water

is prepossessing and peculiar. The front of

the town is lined with wherfs, alongside of

which vessels of all sizes . . . are incessantly

discharging or loeding their cargoes. Warehouses

rise over tne wharfs, as well as in different

perts of the town; and dwelling-houses and public

buildings rear their heads over each other es

they stretch along, and up the sides of the hill,

The svires of different churches; . . . the signal-

posts on Citadel Hill; the different batteries; the

variety of style in which the houses are built,

some ., . . of brick and stone, intermixed with those

built of wood; rows of trees showing themselves in

different parts of the town;. . . the merchant ships
. . the wooded and rocky scenery of the background

¢ +hpstrike; .,lsge view of a stranger when sailing

up the harbour.

The English visitor, William Moorsom, about three years
earlier was struck by these things, and also noted that the
"presence of a garrison . . . and the residence of those
attached to the seat of the provincial government, give to
Halifax an animation . . ."129 This animsation was partly
the bustle of business, as between 1825 and 1832 Halifax
was enjoying a period of all-out progress.

Halifax was becoming a fair-sized community, not
large in numbers, but clearly something beyond the civiliean
catering staff of the military garrison and naval establish-
ment. The census of 1827 reported a vopulstion of 14,439
peoonle, 493 swine, 458 horned cattle, 399 horses, and 39

sheep. There were three major religious denominations, and

128John M'Gregor, British America (Edinburgh:
W. Blackwood, 1832), 1I, 73-74.

129William Scarth Moorsom, Letters from Nove Scotisa
(London: Henry Colburn and Richard Bentley, 1830), 12.
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a scattering of others. Leading the way were the Anglicans
with 6,021 adherents (41.7%), followed by the Roman Catholics
with 3,627 (25.1%), then by the Church of Scotland with 2,900
of the elect (20.1%). This group was the largest sect in

the province at large; its relative weakness in Halifax was
due to the fact the Scots were less numerous then the English
or Irish there. The town had 1,164 Methodists (8.1%), 680
Baptists (4.7%), and 47 others (0.3%). There had been a popu-
lation increase in Halifax district of 50.8% since the census
of 1817. Evidently, immigretion was running high at this
period. Since there was no religious or ethnic return for the
town again for a generation, comparisons are not possible.lBO

Haliburton's History of Nova Scotia provides some

idea of the size of the trade carried on at the port of Halifex
in the late 1820's. A breakdown of the value of trade at

Halifax for the year 1828 by imports and exports is the

13

following:

Destination/ Imports (% of  Exports (% of Surplus
Source whole) (£) whole) (£) (Deficit)
British Isles 297,010 7,6L0 (289,370)
United States 217,933 5,790 (212,143)
Br. West Indies 81,439 126,431 4L ,992
Br. North America 111,705 80,371 ( 31,334)
All Others 25,305 29,820 L,515
Total Traffic 733,392 246,852 (L86,540)

13OThe 1827 census data is from Haliburton, History
of Nova Scotia, 1I, 33, 298. The Halifax district included
modern Halifex, Colchester and Pictou counties,

131
: Haliburton, diasgram between 388-389,
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Cleerly if thet was the entire story, the mercentile com-
munity of Helifax would heve ceased business in self-preser-
vation, Halifax, however, had other credits to her account.
Halifex businesses had clients in the outports who provided
timber end new vessels to the British Isles, and wes earning
profits from high-seas freight and merine insursnce. The
imperial government was still spending large amounts of
money in Halifex, both in the civilian and military sectors.132
British agencies, such &s the Society for the Propagation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, were svending an average of
£11,482 per annum in Nova Scotia, much of it in Halifex.133
It needs also to be recalled that what Halifax imported wes
not entirely consumed there, but waes carried to other places
in the province, so that the cost of the goods plus a profit
returned to Halifax merchants who imported commodities into
Nova Scotia.

This was the situation in the late 1820's, but it
had come about over many years and through many vicissitudes.
During the Napoleonic War, Helifsax advanced in wealth as a
supplier of raw meterials to the British war effort and in-

dustry. Forest production was especially essential to the

Royal Navy when France curtailed access to the Baltic as a

132David Alexander Sutherland, "The Merchants of
Halifax, 1815-1850: A Commercial Class in pursuit of Metro-
politan Status" (unpublished Ph.D, dissertation, University
of Toronto, 1975), 160.

'lBBPeter Burroughs, British Attitudes towards
Canada 1822-1849 (Scarborough: Prentice-Hall of Cenade, Ltd.,
2501, w2,
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source of supply. The war ended in 1815, leaving the 'lower
provinces' faced with a period of economic adjustment. After
1815 a depression set in which involved "s decline in trade
end industry caused by transition from war to peace, stressed
in Nova Scotia by crop failures, by an agriculture devoted

to stock raising rather than grain and staple food production,

and by the weakness of a commerce heavily based on the pro-

134
duction of primary commodities.” Beamish Murdoch des-
cribed the 'progress of the country' as being 'thoroughly
135
paralyzed'. For the next few years there was a spell of

pessimism in Halifax business circles. It was not only the
loss of the wartime military establishment that Murdoch
described; it was also a loss of the buoyant sense of get-
ting somewhere that had grown up during the war years. The
period after 1815 was one of doubt in Halifax,

T.C. Haliburton was a contemporary witness to
the state of affairs in Halifax. As a satirical writer,
the creator of 'Sam Slick' sought to stir Nova Scotians out
of their complacency. We may accept his testimony as being
that of a realist., Haliburton believed that Halifax had shared

in a common shock of transition from war to peace, but that the

)

L3 yiton A, Lomas, "The Industrial Development of
Nova Scotia, 1830-1854" (unpublished M.A. thesis, Dalhousie
University, 1950), 3.

135

Beamish. Murdoch, A History of Nova Scotia,
or Acadie (Halifax: James Barnes, 1867), III, LE9.




<86

period of embarrassment and difficulty was not such "as to
induce either ruin or distr‘ess."136 As one writer has noted,
the "persistence of a large end influential merchant community
in postwar Halifax confirmed the fact that, despite the dis-
location wrouzht by demobilization, Halifax did not decline
into a stagnant garrison outpost after 1815."137 Haliburton
claimed that most of the vrovince's manufactures had been
commenced after 1816, and provided a list of goods being
produced in Nova Scotia in 1829: ale, vorter, cabinet work,
soap and candles, combs and brushes, chocolate, glue, leather,
linseed o0il, flour, paper, cordage, snuff, and refined sugar.l38
This flattering portrait need not conceal the fact that these
were new industries, many of them run on a small scele and
with precariously slender capital. The bacxbone of the
economy was not manufacturing, but production of primary
staples and maritime trade.

A mid-Victorian analysis of the Nova Scotia economy
concludes by saying:

The products which have hitherto formed the

largest portion of the exports of Nova Scotis
have been drawn from its forests and fisneries.

136

Haliburton, History of Nova Scotia, II, 19.
137

Sutherland, "The Merchants of Halifax," 82,
138

Haliburton, 1I, 19.
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Mineral substances,—particulerly coal and
gypsum,--live stock, and agricultural products

are also exvorted largely . . . The principal
export to Greeat Britain consists of timber ., . .
and of ships built in the province. 1ln return

for these, there are imoorted from the United
Kingdom manufactures of every description . . .
The West Indies have long been the orincipal
market for the fish of Nova Scotia, which receives
in return produce the growth of those countries,
To the United States are exvorted coal, gypsum,
wood, fish . . . The imoorts from thest country
consist principally of breadstuffs and of American
manufactures, especially of a cheap description of
furniture and cabigstwork, carriages, and agricul-
tural implements.

Halifax was the entrepft, the great port of entry

for Nova Scotia, even for the 'lower Provinces'. It weas

"the centre of the commercial, financial, and trading acti-

vity of the whole vrovince. It faced the Atlantic seaboard

and its economic life was bound up intimately with the

140

commerce of the Atlantic world." People who knew Halifex

were agreed that, by the early 1800's,

army and navy contractors had been overshadowed
as a source of merchant profits by the income
derived from the complex network of commercial
operations which linked sources of suvbply with
markets from the St. Lawrence to the Caribbean
and from New England to Britain and foreign
Europe. In short, the Nova Scotian capital was
acknowledged to be ig_much a commercial entrepdt
as a militery base. 1

h
39J. Willoughby, The Land of the Mayflower; or,

the Past and Present of Nova Scotia (Halifax: James Barnes,

1860), 35-36.

140 - : :
W. Ross Livingston, Responsible Government in

Nova Scotia (Iowa City: University of lowa, 1930), 30.

141
. Sutherland, "The Merchants of Halifax," 2.
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Nor was the business of Halifax devoted simoly to
the transshipment of goods. Halifax had a meat, a vegetable,
and a fish market, which were well su»nplied, The fish mar-
ket was especially renowned "on account of the quality and
variety of fish; the low orices at which it is sold, and the
importance of tne establishment to the poorer class . . ."lh2
There was a rising oroduction of some consumer needs. Most
of the snuff and chocolate, and the like, mentioned ty
Haliburton was intended for domestic consumption. These pro-
ductions indicate that at least pnart of the Halifax economy
was engaged in pre-industrial manufacturing. There wes no
industrialization as such during the 1830's and 1840's in
Halifax.

From 1825 until about 1832, Halifax enjoyed an
exciting economic growth.143 Then, in 1833-3)4, disaster
struck. "Crops failed two years in succession; supposedly-
sound Halifax firms collapsed; property velues fell by &s
much es fifty per cent; and paper money flooded the country-
side. The finel blow ceme with a messive epidemic of cholere

."lhh This period of crisis in the 1830's, though tem-

porary, did coincide with and reinforce a movement for poli-

ticel reform in Nova Scotie. Nonetheless, the oversll trend

1h2Haliburton, History of Nova Scotie, II, 15.

143

lL”"David Alexander Sutherlznd, "J.W. Johnston and
the Metemorphosis of Nova Scotien Conservetism" (unpublished
M.A. thesis, Dalhousie University, 1967), 10.

Sutherland, "The Merchants of Halifex," 158,



~89-

at Halifax remained essentielly expansionist into the 1840's.
While economic trends in Irelend pleyed 2 mejor vert in in-
fluencing emigration, economic conditions in Halifax largely
determined the volume of emigrents thst the community retained.
Without industriélizetion, Helifesx could not offer es much
employment as it might otherwise.

Urban economic expension offered some ettrections
to Irish immigrants in the two decades after 1815, Hazlifax
was eccessible and routes to Newfoundlend end Miremichi brought
immigrents into the general vicinity. The fact of & pre-
existing Irish community geve an sdded incentive to those
Irish emigrants who had reletives living in Halifex. The
town had & number of new manufactures, and these, es well
es trsde and commerce and the presence of the militery and
civil government at Halifax, offered at least potential em-
ployment opportunities to newcomers. Three important sources
of work for immigrants at or near Halifex were in overation
after the mid-1820's, We know that there waes extensive
building and extension of the wharves on the weterfront,
as well as the erection of warehouses end relsted construc-
tion, at least from 1828 to ].831.11+5 From 1826 until the
collapse of the project in 1831, the Shubenacadie Canal
works recuired labourers, teamsters, stonemasons and car-

146
penters, The construction of a new fort commenced at

lZ*SSut;l'xer'land, "The Merchants of Halifax," 182,

Leb1p54, 228,
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Citadel Hill in 1828, and in 1829 civilizsn contracts pleced
£11,453 in the hands of those engaged in the work.lh? The
work went on until 1857 or 1858, and thus was aveilable for
a generation. The quarrying, conveying, vplacing of stone;
the levelling and cartage; the erection of the buildings;
all these were labour-intensive, and absorbed a great many
workers in ongoing work that needed workmen over and above
the normal labour needs of the town. None of this was
factory labour,

Demographic and economic factors would be of
prime significance in deciding an immigrant would stay in
Halifax or not., Other factors also nlayed a part, however,
The structure of government, especially the legasl stending
of those who were neither Anglo-Saxon nor Protestant, had
some weight in the decision., This would be particularly
true for those having enough skill or property to seek up-
ward social mobility.

Nova Scotia was a British colony and it enjoyed
certain of the institutions of a British country: courts
of law, an elective body empowered to levy taxation, and a
custom whereby the constitution existed mainly in the method
of government rather than in rigidly defined compartments

and institutions, In the Americen style of government a

147
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written document of constitution ectuslly set out the doc-
trine of the division of powers, and deteiled how the legi-
slative, judicial, snd executive functions were to be kept
sepsrate. Under a British system there wes what the British
liked to consider 'a gentlemen's agreement' about the allo-
cation of powers. Britein in 1815 wes really an oligarchy
in which a small number of families controlled the govern-
ment, It weas personal and cumbersome, but it had worked
fairly well for over a century.

The British notion of government enshrined an
aristocratic trsdition that was echoed to some extent in
colonies such as Nova Scotia. The curiosity of Nova Scotie
es a British political unit was thet until the year 1838
there wes only a single council, consisting of twelve mem-
bers, which possessed both legislative &end executive com-
petence, and met behind closed doors. The same body had
also some judicial functions. In 1838 this Council was
dissolved and two were created in its place: a legislative
council of 19 members, whose deliberations were to be open
to the public; and an executive council of twelve member‘s.ll+8

The divided councils were not answerable to the
general population for what they did. Public opinion and
public representatives in the lower house of tne legislature

could criticize, but could not overturn, the acts of the

148
J. Murray Beck, The Government of Nova Scotia
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1957), 101-102.
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appointed councillors, The style of government in the colony
was 'representative' — that is, the adult males, or some
of them, could select revresentatives for the district in
which they lived. Members of the Assembly were there as
snokesmen for a piece of geography (a county or a townshio)
and were spoken of as 'the member for __'. Assemblymen
did not have the rizht to call the councillors to account
for their actions. This was a departure from the British
practice where, at least from Walpole's day, a council or
cabinet was obliged to have the approval of the country's
elected spokesmen in Parliament for its measures,

With its inbuilt favouritism towards the esta-
blished Church of England, and its anti-Catholic legislation,
the government of colonial Nova Scotia in the eighteenth
century had an inherent attitude of discrimination against
the Catholic Irish. The Assembly had been elected by "any
freeholder, twenty-one years of age, and not a 'Popish re-
cusant',., . " Catholics had to take an objectionable oath
which effectively barred them from the political process.
Catholics could vote after 1783, but none sat in the House
for another forty years.lh9 This is not to say that all
Roman Catholics could vote, since voting depended on owner-

ship of some property, or at least renting real property to

149
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a specified annual value., 3Because Catholics could do neither
of those things officially until 1783 there was a lapse of
time before they were able to exercise their rightful share
et election time, Catholics had no right to sit in the
Assembly until 1829,

Before 1830 there was little significant wide-
spread agitation for fundamental political change in Nova
Scotia. Dissentions were usually specific or personal. The
reasons for this quiescence are not far to seek. It was not
a case of wholesale contentment or prosperity under the old
regime, so much zs that the idea of popular power and rule
had not penetrated to the mass of the people. Also a fac-
tor was the unfavourable attitude toward reform in England
until the second quarter of the century. Tiny colonies
tended to follow, noﬁ to lead, the motherland.

Nova Scotia was under the rule of a colonial
oligarchy and did not begin to stir against this narrow con-
trol until the fourth decade of the nineteenth century. A
connection centred in Halifax, consisting of mercentile,
officiel, military, and legél interests, favoured its own
supporters and the quasi-official Church of England.l5o

It was loyal to itself and to the British connection, the

150
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M.A. thesis, St, Mary's University, 1972), 130.
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latter because the imperial'government wss the source of
much of the means whereby appointed councillors keot their
independence of the Assembly, Until the 1830's no Irish
Catholic was part of the Council of Twelve, and very few
were mede justices of the peace, and thereby local magistrates.
During the 1820's two major developments took place
with respect of the legal status of the Irish Catholics in
Nova Scotia. In 1823, with significant and necessary Pro-
testant support, Lawrence Kavanagh, an Irish Catholic, wés
allowed to tske a seat in the Assembly by a special exercise
of the prerogative. The official recognition of a Catholic's
right to sit in a legislative body was delayed until it was
granted by the British Parliament in the case of Daniel
O'Connell in 1829{511n 1827, R.J. Uniacke, Jr,, M.L.A., for
Cape Breton, and a man of Irish Protestant stock, presented
the Assembly with a petition from the Catholics of Halifax,
asking the House to request the Crown to remove the offen-
sive declaration against transubstantiation (i.e., denial
of the True Presence in the Eucharist). "This petition was
the first overt political act of the Irish oopulation of
Halifax whose numbers were rapidly being augmented by immi-

152
gration." Despite the reservations of a number of members,
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the plea of the petition was eventually granted.

The petition of 13 February 1827 sheds some light
on what sort of Catholic Irish were to be found in Halifax
during the period under consideration. There were 688 names
on the petition which must have included almost every adult
Catholic male in town.153 This indicates nearly unanimous
support for constitutional reform on behalf of their co-
religionists. Another feature of the petition is the high
level of literacy which it reveals. Only 96 of the 688 made
their marks, and another 91 may have done so. The 91 dubious
signatures are so awkwardly done that it would be making too
much of the evidence to argue that those men could have done
more than sign their names, wnich is not true literacy.
Still, this means that at least 501 could sign their nemes
well enough to be classified as literate. A literacy rate
of between 73 and 86% was higher than in Ireland as of
lShl.lSh It indicates both that the Halifax Irish had access
to schooling, and that most of them had achieved some up-
ward social mobility beyond the rank of peasant labourer.

The major drawback to a new arrival might have

been the oligarchy that controlled the city and the pro-

vince. In that clique of men and among their hirelings

153p A.N.S., R.G. 1, Vol. 308, doc. 64. The 1827
census revorted 3627 Catholics in town. If one in five was
a male head of femily, the 688 figure gives 3440, which is
nearly all. ;

15Z*Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration, 218, re-
ports that in 1841 the Ievel of illiteracy in the four pro-
vinces of Ireland was 42% in Ulster, 48% in Leinster, 65%
ig Munster, 73% in Connacht. Halifax was at most 27% in
TB27 .
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and dependents in minor posts, the Irish Catholic element
was inconsiderable either absolutely or pronortionstely.
Some of the Irishmen who came to Halifax between 1815 and
1835 would one day occupny some of those places; men such as
John Tobin of Kilkenny, who would be a successful merchant
and a Member of the Assembly; James Cochran from Longford,
who succeeded in business and became a justice of the peace,
. an Assemblyman, and who'would die a member of both the exe-
cutive and legislative councils; Thomas Ring, who would be
an alderman; the Kenny brothers, Thomas and Edward, the lat-
ter to end a lengthy career as a knight of the realm;
Patrick Power of Waterford, who would be a member of Canada's
Parliament, and long before that an active citizen of Hali-
fax in a number of capacities. These men had three things
in common: they were Irish Catholics, and they arrived in
Halifax just after the end of the Napoleonic Wars, and

they all succeeded in Nova Scotia. In the Halifax of the
1830's the opportunity was there and, after a lengthy strug-
gle, some Irishmen scrambled or climbed to a position of
importance in their adopted community.

Reaching acrosé the war years and spanning the
time from the Loyalist influx to the accession of Queen
Victoria there was an unmistakable chsnge in the character
of Nova Scotia. A straggling garrison outpost at the end
of the American Revolution, Nova Scotia was a meturing

civilization five decades later.
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The fivefold increase in povoulzation from 1784 to
1837 was accompanied by an accumulation of capital
derived from a widening range of sources that in-
cluded the increasingly effective utilization of
nztural products, skilled craftsmanship in the
minor arts and in shipbuilding and privateering
and commerce on the high seas. The navigators
returned enriched in experience from abroad, and
the merchants . . . were forced . . . to raise
demands for economic and political reform.
Correlated with this was the impulse to enlarge
the means of intelligence through the establish-
ment of schools, colleges, libraries, museums,
newspapers, and magazinig5 and through public
debate in the assembly.

D.C. Harvey narrowed the vperiod of awakening from
over fifty years to the years between 1812 and 1835. This
was a time when "Nova Scotians as such were emerging, rubbing
the sleep out of their eyes and facing their own problems,
in various ways, but with discernment and energy. They were
conscious thqt they were Nove Scotians: but they would have
found it as difficult to conventionalize a typve as we today
find it difficult to define a Canadian."156

The Irish inflow to Halifax largely coincided
with this period of social adjustment, 1784-1837. Just as
Nova Scotia was undergoing its most intensive growth, 1812-
1835, so was that approximately the period of the greatest
Irish immigration into Nova Scotia. Speaking of the general

community, one author has chosen 1828 as the date by which

settlement had been rounded out and "the period of social

155Alf1:‘ed G. Bailey, "Creative Moments in the Cul-
ture of the Maritime Provinces," Dal. Rev., XXIX (Oct. 1949),
238. Calculations mede in 1862 revealed that the orovince's
pooul~tion grew by 156.41% in 1784-1818, and 87.49% from 1818
to 1828, and again 29.93% from 1828 to 1837. Cf., R.G. Hali-
burton, The Past and the Future of Nova Scotia (Halifax:
J.B. Strong, 1862], 07.

l56D.C. Harvey, "The Intellectual Awakening of
Nova Scotia," Dal Rev., XIIT (April 1933), 21.




-0B-
157
adjustment in a new environment was over." For the gen-
eral population that was true, but what of the Irish? Had
they much further to go than the rest? Let us try to por-
tray the Irish Catholic community in Halifax at the time
Queen Victoria took the throne.

The Halifax Irish Community 1836=~41: "A Profile

Three useful documents concerning the town of
Halifax came into existence between 1836 and 1841. These
provide considerable information about the community at
the time. These items are the 1836 assessment, the 1838
census, and an 1841 census of Catholics. All three require
interpretation if they are to tell their story in a fashion
that will allow compaerison with other data about Halifax
then and later. In order to get the best out of these docu-
ments they are treated separately. When explanations and
interpretations have been made for each as a separate
entity, a few general conclusions can be offered to draw
the three items together.

The 1827 petition by the Catholics of Halifax,
previously mentioned, and the contemporary Roman Catholic
church records both make it plain that nearly every member
of that faith in Halifax at the time was either born in

Ireland, or the descendent of such a person. The 1841
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'census' figures are therefore virtually returns of the
Irish Catholic population of the town.

An enumeration of the Catholic oopulation of
Halifax town and peninsula was made in March 1841 'by order
of Gover‘nment'.158 This account did not give the names of
those enumersted, but only reported the numbers of Catholics
by age and sex in each of the sixteen 'wards' into which the
~ clerks had divided the town. Numerically these districts
ran from the south to the north of Halifax. 1In the downtown
area, where the majority of the population was concentrated,
the arrangement of 'wards' provides a pattern of ranges of
blocks from the harbour to the Commons. This lets us form
an impression of where the Catholic Irish were living in
Halifax in the year of its incorporation. Taken in con-
junction with the assessment data of 1836, an accurate idea
may be gained of the geograohical concentration of the
Catholic Irish in Halifax town.

The findings of the 1841 enumeration are pre-
sented in Table IV, In this table the age and sex break-
down of the return has been omitted, as being unnecessary to
the point being made, that about 1838-41, the Irish were
living in areas of the town that can be pinvointed with con-

siderable accuracy.

158
Archdiocese of Halifax, Chancery Office:
"Minute Book of the Wardens of St. Peter's Parish, 1801-
1858", under date March 1841, n.p.



=100~

There were certain evident areas of high concen-
tration of Irish Catholics. Apart from Gray's Lane and
Maynard's Lots, these were all within the limits of eighteenth-
century Falifax. Figure 2 shows these areas: Albemarle,
rafton, Upper and Lower Water, Salter streets, and Marching-
ton's Lane. The waterfront area was the scene of commercial
activity, end the stand of most of the town's several dozen
truckmen, most of whom were Irish. Albemarle and Grafton
streets afforded a large number of older cheap residential
accommodations. This is indicated by the description of
lots on those streets in deeds of the period: they were
narrow snd not very deep. Cn some lots 40' x 60' there were
two houses, one in front of the other. There is little evi-
dence that tenements of more than three floors were common
in colonial Hélifax. Fven three-story structures were excep-
tional; two floors and an attic was the rule. Albemarle
and Arafton streets were also handy Citadel Hill, where so
much construction work was being undertaken, and many Irish
amone the workmen had need of housine within a short distance
of their place of employment.

The population was still concentrated within the
down-town, bounded by Jacob, Barrack end Bishop streets. Of
2227 occupied premises, only 786 were outside that district,
and 417 of those were in the adjacent o0ld north suburb,
runnine up the harbourside within the rough rectangle of
Jacob, Gottingen, North, and Upper Water streets. If the

Irish were concentrated so was the general population.
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Table IV - CENSUS OF CATHCLICS 1N HALIFAX, MARCH 1841

Catholic

'Ward' Description Pooulation
1 & 2 All Helifax Peninsula scuth of modern Bishop

& Spring Garden Rd. 568
3 Area bounded by Bishop, Bearrington & Salter

St. and the Haroour 317
L Aree bounded by Sackville & Salter St. &and

the Harbour 123
5 Areaz bounded by Prince & Sackville St. and

the Harbour 675
6 Area bounded by George & Prince St. and the

Harbour 369
7 Area bounded by Duke & George St. and the

Harbour L82
8 Area bounded by Buckinghem & Duke St. and

the Harbour 468
g Area bcunded by Jacob & Buckingham St. and

the Harbour 827
10 Area bounded by Cornwellis, Brunswick & Jacob

St. and the Harbour 509
e § Area bounded by Gerrish, Brunswick & Cornwallis

St. and the Harbour L87
12 Area bounded by North, Gottingen & Gerrish St.

and the Harbour 197
13 Area bounded by North St., Kempt Rd., Besin

end the Harbour 158
1 Area bounded by modern Robie, North,

Gottingen & Cogswell St. 302
ih Spring Gardens, Fort Massey, Tower Rd. to ,

the Arm 381
16 All Halifex Peninsula to west and north of

these districts 209

Sub-total 6682
At North West Arm Quarries 95
Persons giving their names 86
in to the psrish 69
Total 6932
In the Garrison 79l
Grand Total 7683

Notes:

a)The average figures used in Figure 2 were obtained by tzking the
'ward' figure above and dividing it by the number of blocks or
areas within the 'ward'. Thus, 'ward' three hsd 317 peovole living
in three such blocks or areas for an average block figure of
106, avpproximeately.

b)The sixteen 'wards' of the 1841 return can be grouped according
to civic ward boundaries after incorporation.
Civic ward..included Catholic’ 'census ward'.,for a total of..people

1 1,2,15 949
2 3,4 1050
3 5,6,7 1526
L 8,9 1295
5 10,11,14,16 1507
6 12,313 355

others h250.



-102-

Relatively few Irish occurred in some streets and areas.
Fizure 2 shows some of these streets (Hollis, Granville,
Barrington, Argyle, Ceorge and Prince). Outside the down-
town, Trish were scarce in Hurd's Lane, Pedley's Fields,
Lockman, Cornwallis, Gottingen and North streets, as well as
on the north and‘south peninsula. By circumstances rather
than by desion, the Irish Catholics were spread unevenly in
the community, but thev were not segregated into Irish
- ghettoes. Thev lived in much the same places as their socio-
economic peers of other ethnic origins.

Figure 2 is a cohposite of information from the
1241 Catholic 'census' and of data contained in the 1836 assess-
ment. The former arranges the city by 'wards', as indicated
on the map by numbers and dashed lines. The latter lists by
streets. The 1836 assessment was not unique (they were an
annual af“air), but no other exists of all of Halifax within

two or three years of the 1838 census.159

The Assessors'
returns are presented in Table V under six headings:

(A) Street or Area; (B) Catholic Irish Occupants; (C) Irish
Catholic Owners; (D) Total Number of Occupants; (T) Average
Value of Premises; and (F) Wards in which located under the
1841 divisioncof the city at incorporation. Those persons
listed in (B) and (C) were Irish people found in Catholiec
records of baptism, marriage, or burial. The town assessment

by street or area is presented in Table V for the entire town.

The major part of the assessed area fell within the boundaries

159p a.¥.S., R.G. 35, Series "A", Vol. 3, No. 12.
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of the old town, and Figure 2 shows that part of Halifax,
and illustrates that there were concentretions of Irish in
certain parts of the community, though the pattern was not
hard end fast.

The total assessment was £845,672, which averages
out at £363.8.0 for each of the 2327 occupied premises.
Those occupied by Irish Catholics were valued at £99,560, an
~average of £276.11.0 for each of the 360 premises. The totel
taxes came to £2960, an average of £1.5.5 per property. To-
tsl taxes levied on properties occupied by Irish were £348.9.2,
an average of £0.19.4. It can be seen that Irish Catholics
occupied 15.5% of the assessed real estate in Halifax in 1836,
but paid only 11.8% of the taxes. This and the valuations
indicate plainly that the Irish Catholics tended in general
to live in pfemises that were less valuable then those of the
general populetion, and that they possessed less wealth than
their numbers justified. It is a picture of relative collec-
tive poverty.

By taking the average valuation of Irish-occupied
property (£276.11.0), we may break down the premises to show
those that were above and below the average for their own

group, and the average for the general community.

Premises assessed above £1000...8(
£750 -~ £999..10(above the average of Irish..108
£500 - £749..23( (of these 68 were also above the
£277 - £4,99..67( average for the town generally.
Irish Average - £276.11.0
£101 - £276.135(below the average of Irish,..252
under £100..117( (of these 292 were below the

general average for the-:town.)



FIGURE 2 - LOCATION OF IRISH CATHOLICS IN HALIFAX, 1836-1841.
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The only high concentration of Irish Catholics
on streets assessed above the town average (see column E on
Table V) was on Fort Massey Road (the Tobin estate) and on
Upper Water Street, where the property vazlues véeried widely.
Extensive stores and wherves and commercial establishments
stood next to residential housing on the street, the east
side of which very much resembled a built-uv wharf-head for
most of its length.

In reading the information from the 1830 assess-
ment it should be remembered that the 1838 census revealed
an Irish Catholic population of eoproximately one third of
the town. The 15.4% occupancy in 1836 was low. There were
many cases of multiple-occunancy, so that there is an indi-
cation that the Irish Catholics were frequently neither
owners nor direct tenants of premises. The assumption must
be that many of them were sub-tenants, boarders, and em-
ployees within other people's households, This again does
not argue for great affluence; rather the contrery. Irish
Halifax in 1836 looks to have been a community of tenants,
The overall impression if that about one-quarter owned pro-
perty, a further one-fifth were direct occupant-leasees,
and the balance, about 55%, were sub-tenants, bosrders and
employees within other households,

The density of Halifax's populstion was estonishing.
The area of the 1841 'ward 9' was about three acres. It con-
tained 827 Catholics (and presumably some Protestants), an

average of 276 per acre. The lower seven wards of New York



-106-

Table V - ASSESSMENT OF HALIFAX TOWN FOR THE YEAR 1836

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F)
Irish R.C. Irish R.C. Totel No. of Average Wards b
Street or Area Occupéents Owners Occupents Value of B 1841 Lin

SOUTH SUBURBS:

Fort Massey Road 1 1 2 £L,000 1
Morris Street 2 15 250 1
South Peninsula L L 63 250 1
Pedley's Fields 10 9 61 160 1.2
TOWN CORE:
Bishop Street 1 18 9 250 3.8
Lower Water Street L9 8 228 345 e - 3%
Barrington Street 12 8 145 365 1253,
Hollis Street 18 3 155 255 L@yl
Salter Street 3 s b 285 -
Blowers Street 9 2
Sackville Street 5 2 279 : 2L0 2.3
Albemarle Street 27 19 118 220 23k
Argyle Street ' 1 114 245 2:3,5
Grafton Street 3L 19 15506 170 23,4
Granville Street o bl 5 15 330 2:3:4
Bedford Row 8 3 Ll 300 3
George Street 1 1 16 50 3
Market Scuare 3 16 170 3
Prince Street 2 2 17 275 3
Barrack Street L 3 54 190 3,4
Duke Street ; 5 3 22 330 3k
Buckingham Street L 2 15 250 L
Marchington's Lane 3 3 11 150 L
Jacob Street 3 1 20 180 Ly5
Upper Water Street 81 L1 7 385 by 5,6
NORTH SUBURBS:
Maitlend Street T 7 L1 100 5
Cornwallis Street 5 5
Commons Lots 2e 9
Maynard's Lots 7 i 28 95 5
Hurd's Lane 2 5
Proctor's Lane 1 1 8 100 5
Gray's Lene 5 3 5 80 5
North Street 10 5,6
Lockman Street L 3 79 150 6,0
Gottingen Street i 6 82 150 5:6
Gerrish Street L 3 27 170 5,6
Brunswick Street 12 i 122 185 5,6
North Peninsula 8 8 98 155 5,6
Dockyard 1 1 16 300 6
Dockyard Lane 2 2 10 65 6
TOTAL NUMBERS 360 204 2327 £276 Skote

The taxation to be reised was £2960, broken up as follows:-
@ rate of 3/L per £100..County rates...£1183.

New cemetery....£200.

@ rate of 3/7 per £100..Poor retes.....£1277.

Pumps & wells....£300,
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as late as 1850 had a density of 163.5 per acre, which is
well below the Halifax figure,léo although other Halifax
'wards' were close to the American figure--e.g., 'ward 5'
averaged 169 persons per acre, and 'ward 3' came to about
160 persons per acre. But these figures are for CGatholics
alone.

The census of 1838 is the third useful document for
describing the lrish in Hslifax. Its usefulness consists
in the fact that it lists heads of families (and these may
be identified as Irish or not), and gives the occupszstion of
each., Its major pitfall is numericel: it may have under-
estimated the town's popoulation. Alternatively, the 1841
Caetholic 'census' figure is too high., I believe the
former proposition to be correct, and present my thinking
on both counﬁs. For the 1841 census of Halifax I will use
the figure 6837 for the town's populstion. This is obteined
by taking the civilian totesl of 6932 (see Table IV) less the
95 at the North West Arm quarries.

The Catholic population of Halifax before 1900
was preponderantly Irish. The latter accounted for 85% of
all Catholic burials, 1829-1896. It may be inferred that
their share of the populztion in 1836-41 was at least that.
A feir estimzte of the Irish Catholics in Halifax in 1841

might be .85 x 6837 = 5811 people.

léORobert Ernst, Immigrant Life in New York City
1825-1863 (New York: King's Crown Press of Columbia Uni-
versity, 1949), A9.
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The census of 1838 revorted 14,318 Haligoniens,
of whom 4128 lived in households whose head was an identifi-
able Irish Catholic. If one third of the inmates of the
gaol, work house and poor house were Irish Catholics, we may
add 84 to the 4128, for a total of 4212. By assuming that
half of the non-Irish Catholic households hed a resident
Irish Catholic servant, about 834 further can be added to
the 4212, The 1838 total of Irish Catholics in Halifax would
be 5046.

If they had a birthrate of 35 per 1000 for the
23 years between August 1838 and March 1841, they would have
had 440 children. The work of Martell and Mrs. Flewwelling
supports an estimated immigration of 220 people at Halifex,
The total is 5046 + L4LO + 220 = 5706. We must subtrect 218
Catholic Irish deaths, reducing that total to 5488, If as
few a2s one ver cent of them moved sway during 1838-41, we
are left with a figure of 5433 as the number of Irish
Catholics in Halifax in 1841, This is 378 lower than were
returned. ‘The couestion is whether the 1838 figure was low,
or the 1841 return high?

By examining names and addresses of the parents
of children baptised 1837-39, we obtzin a list of Helifex
residents during the census months August-December 183%,
Twenty-four such families in Presbyterien records do not
appear in the 1838 census, while thirty-one Catholics with
surnames beginning A, B, C, are unaccounted for therein.

It is unlikely all these people died or left town on the
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eve of the 1838 census., Consider thet Catholics D-Z,
Anglicans, Baptists and Methodists have not been checked on
this point., One expects thet errors and omissions were
general rather than confined to two creeds. If the sampling
from church registers is correct, =zs it seems to be, then
one cen compile a list of 175-200 families that were missed
in 1838. At the rate of 5.63 persons per household, the
'missing' number is 985 to 1126 peovole. Taking an average,
we can add 1055 to the 14,318 previously celculested es the
1838 total, and place Halifax's population that year et or
about 15,373 souls,

There were 5046 Irish Catholics in Halifax in
1838, which seems too low in light of the 1841 figures and
the possible growth rate., Let us add one third of the 1055
'missed’ peoﬁle and calculate the growth rate again, to see
what happens. One third of 1055 is 352, so we have 5046 +
352 = 5398 Irish Catholics in Halifsx in 1838. At 2 birth-
rate of 35 per 1000, they had 473 children born 1838-41. By
edding the immigration figure of 220 we arrive st a figure
of 6091, from which we must take sway the 218 recorded burials
and obtain 5873, If, as before, we assume a removal rate of
one per cent, we get 5873 - 59 = 5814, This is just three
more than the 184]1 estimate we reached above, This seems to
verify the basic assumptions used in meking these celcula-
tions.

Another indication of the accuracy of the claim

that there were 15,373 people in Halifax in 1838 comes from
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comparing that figure with those revorted in the 1827 and
1851 census returns. In 1827, there were 14,439 peoonle in
Halifax, while in 1851 there were 20,749. Several factors
explain the slow growth rate between 1827 and 1838, of
which the most important were the smsllpox enidemic of
1827-28, and the cholera outbreak of 1834, while in poor
years emigration accelerated. The growth rate for the town
1827-38 averages only 85 per year, which is better than the
stagnation or slight decline suggested by the 1838 census
figure of 14,318.

We can get some idea of the ranidity of growth
after 1838 by going again to those Irish Catholic figures.
These people were 35.1% of 15,373 (5398) in 1838, 1If they
held that proportion their 5814 in 1841 indicates a town
pooulation iﬁ incorporation year of 16,564, a growth rate
1838-41 of 397 per annum, At that rate, the ten years
1841-51 would :see 3970 added to the 16,564, for a totel.of
20,534, The 1851 census returned 20,749, which is remarkebly
close to our calculation,

The summary of these Halifax opooulztion figures
may ope arranged thus:

Year Officisl Figures Calculated Figures Catholic Irish (es %)

1827 14,439 e 3,440 (23.8%)
1838 14,318 15,373 55398 (35.1%)
1841 P 54 16,564 5,811 (35.1%

1851 20,749 20,534 ey
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The 1838 census named only the heads of families,
so that the selection of Irish Cztholics has had to depend
upon counting all members of each household as if they shared
the ethnic and religious identity of the head of the house-
hold, The most valuable feature of the 1338 census for pre-
sent purposes is that it provides us with the occupetion of
each head of household. We can thus learn what sort of jobs
the Irish Catholics held in Halifax at the time, Tables VI
and VII present the findings in this respect. Table VII groups
the occupations under several general headings. These are
besed on a combination of subjective and objective fzctors,
but essentially the classifications are a modification of
those established by Richard Center.lél Center offers nine

categories. These have been modified as follows:

1. Lerge business (e.g., bank, fectory, |

merchant) (These together form
Professional (e.g., doctor, lawyer, (our category 1.
clergyman, teacher)
. Small business (e.g., grocer, builder)(These together form
. White-coller worker (e.g., clerk, (our category 2.
government )
. Ferm owner or manager (These together form

Skilled workers & foremen (e.g., car- (our category 3.
penter, mason, teilor)

Ferm tenants (These together form

Semi-skilled (e.g., truckmen,servants)(our category L.

Unskilled (e.g., labourer)

O &~ (0230 I ~ A V-] N

161
Bernard Barber, Social Stratification: A
Comparative Analysis of Structure and Process (New York:

Harcourt, Brace and World, lnc., 1957), 174.
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With the exception of gun and locksmith, all the
occupational groups in which the lrish Catholics dominsted
were jobs recuiring smell capital, if any, and not perticu-
lar skills. The Irish accounted for about 85% of the town's
truckmen. Of the balance, six per cent were blecks, leeving
only nine per cent of truckmen to belong to any other Eﬁro-
pean racial background., Truckmen reqguired possibly the cost
of & cart or 'truck', no skill to spezk of, end almost any
beast capable of hauling a cart full of goods -- an old
horse, a mule, even a donkey. The servant category was ob-
viously under-represented, but the explanetion would be that
domestic help lived almost invariebly on the employer's pre-
mises, so that only a fractional few showed up &s heads of
femilies, 1t looked as if there wes an Irish predominance
in meniel jobs. 'Paddy' unloaded the cogl from the ship and
'Mickey' carted it up to the yerd of the house, and then
'Bridey' put it in the grete and fired it. She took the cin-
ders out, and 'Murphy' carted them off to the dump. Yet,
the story of Irish Halifex in 1838 was not that simple or

that depressing.
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Table VI - CENSUS OF HALIFAX, 1838: Selected Occupstions, Heads of Famili

General Irish Irish %
Occupational Group Total Total of General Category
Truckmen 53 L5 8L .9% L
Servents 13 10 76.9% L
Tavernkeepers 72 L2 58.3% 2
Gun and Locksmiths 3 2 66.7% 3
Labourers 511 282 55+ 2% L
Huxters and Pedlars 1 3 L2 .S% 3
Butchers and Victuallers 38 16 L2.1% 3
Shopkeepers Gé8 L0 LO.8% 2
Gsrdeners i 2 LO .0% 3
Coopers L1 15 36.6% 3
---------- Irish Cetholics formed 35.1% of the town population-------
Tzilors 70 2L 34.3% 3
- Farmers L8 16 33.3% 3
Hatters snd Collarers 3 1 33.3% 3
Shoemakers 105 35 33.3% 3
Mascns and Stonecutters 48 16 33.3% 3
Blacksmiths,Farriers,Saddlers 39 12 30.8% 3
Seafaring Trades 87 25 28.7% 3
Tobacconists 7 2 28 ,6% 3
Carpenters and Joiners 119 31 26.1% 3
Ccnfectioners L & 25.0% 3
Traders 13 3 23.1% 2
Teachers 9 . 22 .2% 1
Bakers 23 5 21.8% 3
Brewers ' 3 ., 18.2% 3
Painters 17 3 17.7% 3
Shipbuilding Trades L8 7 14.6% 3
Chandlers 7 i 14.3% 2
Grocers 29 L 13.8% 2
Clerks 3 L 12.9% 2
Music and the Arts 8 1 12, 5% 2
Tinsmiths and Plumbers 1 11.1% 3
Government 129 9 7 .0% 2
Clergymen 15 A 6.7% 1
Merchants 100 5 S.Q% 1
Cabinet and Chairmakers 22 1 Ly . 6% 3
Barristers 29 1 3.5% 1
Health Related 18 0 1
Printing, etc. 15 0 3
Tenners 12 0 3
Watchmakers 12 0 3
Benks, Brokers, etc. 10 0 1
Woodworking, Lumbering . 0 3
Auctioneers 5 0 2
Barbers and Hairdressers 5 0 3

No Irish coopersmiths, founders, stowers, packers, pawnbrokers, glaziers,
sextons, chimney sweeps or gravediggers--only one or two of each in town.
There were 94 Irish Catholics among the 409 widows (22,9%) and four emong
the 25 spinsters (16%).



=114~

Table VII - CENSUS OFf HALIFAX, 1838: Irish Catholics by
Occupational Categories

The corrected number of households in 1838 was 2496, of which 773
were headed by an identifiable Irish Catholic--i.e., 30.9%. These
773 included 94 widows, four spinsters and five of unstated occu-
vation. The net figure is therefore 670. The percentages below
are based on the figure of 670 heads of families,

1 - PROFESSIONAL AND MAJOR BUSINESS .veeveenns e+9.{1:.3% of: Irish)
Barristers. .. ... 1
Clergyman.........1
Merchants.....e... 5
Teacherss ..ua 4G R s
2 = SMALL BUSINESS AND WHITE=COLLAR...s e «LOL (15.5% of Irish)
Chandder. oul Juies ok
BEBERE ., o s v et ssisss I
Government...... .9
BroCersS. iissseosss L

Musie Hallignnant .4
Shopkeevers......40
Tavernkeepers,.. .42
gy 1 T AP i

3 - ARTISANS AND FARMERS...'veveses 2ah e Jhineat 220 32:8% ofi Irish)
BEROIE., S csnhe D
Blaeksmiths .riuman 12
Brevwuers., i cisss irl
Butchers.rn iy RAL T
Cabinetmaker......1l
Carventers.......31
Confectioner......1l
Coopers.Brnam .as 045
Farmoers. ccom asvs s 1O

Gardeners...... Sa i
GunsmithsS..eeeees <2
Hatteraia atal . e
2 A S 3
Mesobhsn G0LaRG . 16
Painters..........

3
Seafaring.......u 25
Shiobuilding......7
Shoemakers.......35
TRLIOTE L v o wn s ¢ b0 nbihe

L

2

Tinsmithadt ot &k S8
Tobaceconists.,  u.s .
L~ S8 » SKILLEDnAND:. UNSEELAEDs Jhatit 06 «anlk .337 (50.4% of Irish)

LabOUrerS, . cc¢4+282
Servants, Lo li.on . « 10
TrPUCREEAN . o 5 055 55 oD
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Conclusions

The Halifax Irish Cetholic community wes &s old as
the town of Halifex itself. Early penel enactments which
directed harsh penalties gt Cetholics were, in fact, much
less draconian than they sounded on peper., As long as the
early Irish Catholic element beheved itself end provided
useful brawn and sometimes service to the generel community,
thet wider group was prepsred to wink et petty violetions of
the penel code. The very cuelities thet drew the Irish into
an urban environment such s Halifax worked to support the
situstion et the time. Poverty among the Irish kept them at
levels where they posed no economic threat to others, while
their need for humen society of a2 town inclined the Irish-
men to act in ways that allowed them to stay in town éend
enjoy human éompanionship.

From as few as six or eight per cent at the be-
ginning, the lrish Catholic community slowly increased its
shere of the total populaticn s the eighteenth century com-
pleted its course. By the period 1815-1837 this element was
clearly growing in relation to the genersl populetion end in
ebsolute terms. By 1838 the number of Irish Catholics in
Halifex stood at abcut 5,000 soulsy give or take 2 few hun-
dreds. Thet meant they were about one third of the totsal
Helifeax population. They had acted so fer constitutionally
in regard to the chenges they had sought in the system, from
the 1780's down to 1827. They seemed to be gradually improving
their situation in the community, but they evidently were still

below the average of Helifax.
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There probebly wes no such thing then (nor is
there now) as a statistically average person, but as a means of
positing an aggregate personality having typical quelities
it is useful to try to delineate the usual or average type
that was a Hslifax Irish Cetholic towards the latter 1830's.
He was not a professional or an agricultural worker; the former
recuired greater education than the average Irishman had, while
the latter was a minor cuantity in a town. What do we know
sbout him, then, besides the fact he was a Catholic and éan
lrishman?

He was probably living in premises thet were slightly
less valuable than his non-Irish neighbour. Although Table V
presents figures that mathematically give an average value to
such a house of about £276, the Irishman was likelier to be
living slightiy below thet average again. The median value
of Irish-occupied premises was about £252., This could be a
case of 2 smeller house, an older house, or an inferior house,
but without actuzl descriptions this cannot feirly be said.

The Irish Catholic was most likely to live on
Water, ,Albemarle or Grafton streets, or possibly on one of
the three or four streets running up the hill from the
Harbour, especially in the neighbourhood centred atout Buck-
ingham Street. Figure 2 reveals an interesting psttern of
concentration. There was a frame-like effect, with the high-
density Irish streets forming a periphery around a 'core area'
wherein they became fewer until a central cluster of Barring-

ton and George streets was reached. Put eanother way, the
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further one got from the Grend Parede and the Legislature
towards the bounds of the originel town of Halifax the
greater the proportion of Irish Catholic residents one found.
Beyond that Irish ring the situation reversed itself and the
Irish became fewer as one moved out of the old downtown area.

Occupationally the lrish Catholic was most likely
to work as a domestic or day labourer for someone else.
Approximetely half the adult Irish meles in Halifax were
lebourers, servants or truckmen. Another third were artisans
or farmers, whet we consider 'blue-collar' workers. The Irish
Catholic seems to have had a reasonable oooortunity in many
of the construction and mechanical jobs, and in some small
business. The restrictions on their occunational choices were
as much intrinsic as extrinsic. There wgs some trade jealousy
and ethnic discrimination in the overall situation, but the
Irish were seriously limited by their own rural background.
Their lack of skills was a drawback in vocational selection,
while many lacked premises on which to set up some lines of
work, A man needed space to be a baker or a cooper, a black-
smith or a confectioner. Unless a man had the money to buy
or rent the space, he could not carry on that trade, and
thereby his options were that much more restricted than
they might otherwise have been.

Yet the Halifax Irish Catholics were ahead of
their fellows who lived in New England. If we apply the
four major occupational groupings from Table VII to the

1850 census data of Boston, and compvare it to that of
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162
Halifax in 1838, the contrast is considerable,

Percentage of Irish Catholics in...

Occupational Grouping Halifax 1838 Boston 1850
Professional, major business 1.3% 0.6%
Small business, white-collar 15.5% 5.0%
Artisans and fermers 32.8% 24.7%
Semi- and unskilled 50, L% 69.7%

In Halifax nearly half (49.6%) of the work force had risen

above the semi-skilled state, while in Boston twelve years

later, only 30.3% had achieved the same level,

In the average 'Yankee City' of 1850, the Irish
rated 1,62 on the occupational scele -- that is, for each
100 employed, a total of 62 steps above the lowest level had
been taken.lé3 In Halifax in 1838,,the Irishrated 1.66, or
66 steps up the ladder of occupational hierarchy. A dozen
years sooner .than their New England counterparts the Halifax
Irish were already further ahead. The concentration of Irish
into occuvational groups in nineteenth-century Halifax was
not as intense as that found in Boston. The 1850 census re-
vealed that "the three most populer occupations among the
Irish / labourer, servant and tailor_/ included more than 70
per cent of the whole . . .16h In Helifax in 1838, by con=-

trast, the three largest occupations amcng the Irish —

labourer, truckman and tavernkeeper — included 55 per cent

lézHandlin, Bosteon's Immigrsnts, 250-251, is the
source of the Boston figures. His senarete occupations were
grouped into the categories estatlished in this study for
Table VII,

163y, Lloyd Warner et al,, Yenkee Cityv (New Haven
end London: Yale University Press, 1963), 385, 387.

164

Handlin, Boston's lmmigrants, 5G.
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of the male work force.

It is likely that the situstion in an English city,
described by John VYerly, comes rather closer to that in
Halifax than does the Boston experience. Yet, even in
Werly's remarks one feels the status of the lrish is some-
how less than it was in Helifex. Of Menchester, Werly wrote
thet the Irish

were seldom self-employed and there was little
employment of Irish workers in the skilled
trades. Rather, they worked at unskilled jobs,
often those that were disliked by the English.
The Irish commonly worked &s construction
lebourers, petty treders, old clothes dealers,
lodge-house and beig-house keepers and unskilled
factory labourers. >

In Halifax the Irish community of the lete 1830's
was neither a budding ghetto nor a potential cradle of the
great and famous of the earth, Negetively, the Irish were
seen as different end generally unskilled, and many people
resented their Catholicism. Yet, they appear to have been
remarkably literate, generally peaceful, and willing to
settle for less while waiting for more. They cared little
that in Halifax there was "more refinement, more elegance
and fashionéthan is to be met with probably in any town in

16
America." They needed the means to advence in the world,

and the politics of Nova Scotis were about to'offer them the

way.

165John M. Werly, "The Irish in Manchester, 1832-
1849," Irish Historical Studies, XV11I, 71 (Msrch, 1973),
351-352.

166

M'Gregor, British America, 80-81,
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II1 - THE IR1SHMAN AS JANUS: FINDING AN IDENTITY, 1838-1848

In Roman mythology, Jenus Bifrons was the deity with
two feces, one of which looked backwzrd, and the other looked
c¢heed. The Irish in the new world hed much theat ettitude. Un-
like the ancient god, the Irish could not wear two feces inde-
finitely, but instead hed to decide which thev would retein.
in practical terms the Irish in nineteenth-century Americe
could continue to act end feel &s Irishmen, or they could be-
gin the process of becoming North Americens. The emigrents
themselves would salways be (2t most) Irishmen in Americe, but
the attitudes adopted by the emigrant generation would meke &
difference in whether their children wculd be primerily of
Ireland or of America.

Having stetioned himself in Helifex, the Irishman
hed to determine whether he (end his children) would seek
security in the past and try to remain &s lrish &s possible,
or whether he would hszard the venture of becoming 2 Nove
Scotien. During this last criticel decade of major Irish emi-
gretion to Helifaex, Irish Haligonians menifested their dilemma
in a fregmenting identity crisis. Torn between their present
needs in a colony that was struggling for pnoliticel reform,
and the emotionsl ties of their past (evcked first by the
Repeal Movement, and then by the femine in Ireland), the
Cetholic Irishmen of Halifex were uncertein. Externel forces
would help them to decide. Measnwhile, they did meke progress

in improving their economic end sociel beses in Halifax.
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If it wes a period of identity crisis, it wes
¢lso a decade of lezdership crisis. The netionel feaith,
represented by the Catholic Church orgenizstion in Halifex,
recuired a drastic sheking-u» before it fulfilled the wishes
and requirenents of the Irish in Hslifsx. The netionel
essocietion, the Cheritable Irish Society of Halifex, under-
went a considerable change in its cheracter between 1838 and
1848. The political activities of the Irish were divided
between the affeirs of Ireland and those of Nove Scotiaz. In
Novae Scotie the Irish Catholics sought for politicel eallies
among the majority populstion with whom to meke common cause
in the struggle for better conditions for all.

The decade 1838-1848, then, was one of tension, as
2 growing body of Irish Cetholics manoeuvred within three
overlapping fremeworks in their quest for an identity, for
lezdership, and for recognition within the community. Just
where were the Catholic Irish to fit into the socisl struc-
tures of Halifex? We shall look at them in these years,
first as Roman Catholics who were Irishmen, then as lrishmen
in Nova Scotia and finally as Haligonians from Ireland. Each
of these identities and each of these issues hed to be dealt
with in a context of a decade of politicel egitetion emong

the general population of Nove Scotisa.
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Roman Catholics Who Were Irish

The usually simultaneous involvement of the
Irish Catholic ccommunity of Halifax on three fronts diverted
some of the enthusissm and passion that otherwise might have
been devoted to any one issue. The internel quarrels within
the Cetholic congregetion in Helifex creeted considersble
differences of opinion, even es it wes. Occasionelly these
disputes ceaught the eye of a wider audience.166 The mastters
at issue were, superficially, petty end personel, but beneath
the nasty innuendoes and ludicrous squabbles wes a reel and
important issue that was full of meaning for the future of
Nove Scotia's Irish community. It was nothing less thean
whether the local Catholic Church orgenization would reflect
the characteristics of its lrish membership or not. Since
the Church was so importent in an institutional sense to the
maintenance of the Irish sense of community, the outcome of

the quarrel would help to determine whether the Catholic

Church of Halifax would be essentially Irish end therefore

166The Register, 22 Aug 1843, discussing why some
lrish Haligonians were rejecting the Repeal Movement, esked:
"Cen it be privete dissenticns, the bane of s nation's wel-
fere; the fateful ceause that made lreland what she was and
is . . ."? Novascotian, 16 Oct 1843, carried the letter of
"A Ceatholic Teetotaller", in which the disnute 'on voints of
religious discipline in the Perish' is mentioned. A ccllection
of The Letters of Hibernicus wes published in 1842 at Pictou,
by the Observer. These were widely dissemin-sted through the
'lower provinces'. 'Hibernicus' hes been identified as Rev.
Hugh O'Reilly, bty the Very Rev. John McCerthy, PP., St., Mery's
Basilica, who was working on & history of the Catholic Church
in Halifax, at the time of his death, 19 Nov. 1963.
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at the centre of things, or be heterogeneous and thus & purely
ecclesiastical structure with no emotionegl involvement in the
life of the lay mejority, That is, would the Church be mere-
ly a religious institution, or would it be both the morezl and
emotional core of the Irish community in Helifex?

The main protagonists in the struggle were the
official head of the Catholic Church in Nove Scotia, Williem
Fraser, titular bishop of Tanen, and his vicar-general szt
Halifax, Very Rev. John Loughnan, on the one hend; and, on
the other, the newcomer in episcopal orders, William ¥Walsh,
and his following of younger priests from Ireland,

It will help to define some characteristics of each
faction at the outset. Fraser's party were generally priests
treined in the eighteenth-century schools of continental
Europe, and they took a more conservative view of society and
of politics (probably due to their experience of the French
Revolution as en anti-clerical phenomenon). This 'Fraser
Party' included a few Irishmen, generally from Ulster, but
its spiritual home wes decidedly not Irish. Wslsh and his
supporters were men of a younger generation, most of them
trained in Ireland, and very much imbued with the progressive
politicel attitudes of O'Connell's Ireland. This constituted
the 'Irish Party'.

William Frsser had arrived in Nova Scotia in 1822
at the age of L44. He had been born in Scotland and educated
in Spein., He travelled sround Cape Breton Island with Bishop

Angus McEachern in 1823, and was made parish priest at
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Antigonish a2t the opening of 1824. The incumbent, @n Irishman
with the Scottish-sounding name of Jemes Grant, wess sent off
to Manchester (Guysborough) to minister &s & missionsry to a
recently settled (1812-18) group of Newfoundlend Irish. Fraser
ingratieted himself with his patron, McEachern, who urged

Rome to create a2 diocese in Nove Scotia for Fraser, Rome
refused, and instead offered to meke the appointment for each
of three lrish priests. When all hed refused to take the post,
it wes again suggested that Fraser be appointed. This wes
done, tut he was not named bishop of Novs Scotia, but given a
titular see, Tenen.167 Fraser wes consecrated in June 1827.
Within months he appointed a new vicar-general to live at
Halifex, since Fraser himself let it be known thet he disliked
the cepital and wished to remain in or near Antigonish., There
he would be among the Scots Catholics, with whom he felt at
home. "Despipe being united by a common faith Maritime Cetho-
lics largely persisted in keeping themselves in separste
regional linguistic and ethnic compertments, and thus contri-
buted & complicated subdivision to the overall denominestional

168 _
separstism , ., "

167
Such an arrangement would leave the path cleer
for Rome should the Holy See find a suitable apnointee for
the see of Nove Scotia. Freser, in episcopzl orders, could
confirm, end institute parishes and induct nriests to these.
At the same time, the successful precedent of Burke at Halifax
could be followed should the opportunity erise.

8Mason Wade, "Relations between the French, Irish
and Scottish Clergy in the Maritime Provinces, 1774-1836," The
Canadian Catholic Historical Association, 39 (1972), 33. Most
of the material in the preceding paragraph is based on Wade, 29.
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Freser's appointment of a new vicar-generzl wes
in many ways ill-advised, since it flew in the face of this
ethnic perticulerism. The Church in Halifex hed enjoyed the
ministrations of Edmund Burke, & bilinguzl end urbane priest
of Irish origins and cosmopolitan outlook. After his deeth
the actuel leadershin of the Halifex Roman Cetholics hed
fallen to another Irishman, the Rev. John Carroll, who served as
a parish priest of Helifex, and as vicar-general. Carroll and
his perish wardens--of whom 27 of 29 were lrish in 1823--169
hed meintained friendly reletions., Fraser disrupted this
situation by removing Carroll witﬁout consultstion and sending
him back to Ireland. The replacement was another Irishman,
but one of the 'Fraser Party', the Rev. John Loughnan, who was
inducted on 8 December 1827.170 Some grumbling ensued, but
after a year or so matters appeared to calm down, As Fraser
refused to travel up to Halifax with any frequency or regu-
larity at 8ll, the Church at Halifex fell completely into
the hands of Loughnan, who seems to have been 2 hard-working
priest and one who avoided collision with other denominstions,

Loughnan was at this time & men of accommodation. Confron-

tetion was not then his way, except with his fellow-Catholics.

169

Halifex Archdiocese, Chancery Office, "Minutes

of the Werdens of St. Peter's Perish, 1801-1858," under date
1 Jsnuary 1823,

170
Wade, "Relations between Clergy," 29.
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Tension began to build in the early 1230's, however,
after several Halifax Catholics, generally of middle-class
families, were refused dispensations to let them marry non-
Catholics. Three members of the Tobin family had been allowed
to contract mixed marriazes (i.e., one party Catholic, one
party Protestant) under Bishop Burke's recime. Now, Loughnan
refused requests from William Younz and Anne Tobin, and from
James Gray and Catherine Tobin. Both couples were married at
the Anglican church, St. Paul's, thouzh the Tobins were Catho-

lics and the Youngs and Grays Presbyterian.171

This personal
affront probably explains why the Tobins made common cause
with others, such as Lawrence Doyle, against the 'Fraser Party'
later on. Fraser upheld Loughnan, but Very Rev. John McCarthy
felt it was this issue that started the later troubles. "The
Trish thourht their Bishop too strict and uninterested in

them . . .“172

The Halifax Irish discovered that Fraser and
Lourhnan (who had replaced Carroll 'over the strone protests
of the Palifax people') "had no use for fine dress, the arts,
and such . . ." and that Fraser intended to avoid coming to
Halifax.173
Further trouble developed in 1238 when, after con-

siderable pressure from Halifax Catholics, Traser wrote the

17JLYoung-—Tobin weddineg, 10 Auc 1230 (Anne's father
was later Hon. Michael Tobin), and fray-Tobin wedding, 29
Dec 1835 (Catherine's father was Hon. James Tobin).

172Halifax Archdiocese, Chancery Office, "John M,
McCarthy Pepers, ™ II, '0', 1.

1731p44.
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archbishop of Dublin, Dr., D. Marray, recuesting him to send
two young Irish priests to work in Halifex, where Loughnan
lsboured without help. In due course the new nriests--
Fathers Lewrence Joseph Dease and Richard Baotist C'Brien--
arrived in Helifex, where they proved popular with the people,
"but aid not get on satisfactorily with the vicar general."l7h
Fraser wes "unfavourably impressed both by their dress é&nd
their too ready request for money . . . He returned to Anti-
gonish without giving them faculties or making any settle-
ment."175 Dease and Loughnan got on so badly thet by 1841
Dease was obliged to cuit the city and return to Ireland.
He took with him & petition that was signed by many Halifex
Catholics requesting Rome to appoint a new bishop to replece
Fraser.l76 Loughnan duly noted this petition's existence
and waited an opportunity to strike beck.

Loughnen had not long to weit. In 1841 the
Catholic residents of the north end of Halifax got up a
petition asking leave to buy or erect a convenient Cstholic
chapel in their neighbourhood. Meetings were held to further

177
the object. At that of 22 August 1841, Loughnan took the

174y a. Johnston, "The Right Reverend Williem
Fraser, first Bishop of Hslifax and of Arichet," The Cenadisan
Catholic Historicel Associction Report 1935-1936, 27.

l75"McCart.hy Papers", 11, 2,
1761114,

177"Bishop Fraser Papers", item #1. The petition
hed 80 signatures (not marks), of which 78 belonged to Irish-
men or the sons of Irishmen. ’
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chair. When e subscription list wes opened for the new
chepel, Loughnan left the meeting and refused to return.

He departed "without any explenetion to the meeting. . ."178
Subsequent events indicate that Loughnan felt the laity were
going further than the bishop had approved. Loughnan reported
the meeting to the bishop end endorsed the note: "Refuse to
give absolution or receive any of those persons impliceted in
drawing up memorials ageainst the Bishop."

The vicaer-generel zlso seems to heve felt thet his
stetus in Halifex would be undermined if the popular young
Fether Dease was sllowed to operate a2 north end parish.
'Hibernicus' spoke of "the feshionsbly upstart aristocracy
of the day" at Halifax, who hed supported a priest in the
cepital who had hoped "to be the first Perish Priest of the
new Parish formed by himself. . ."179 '"Hibernicus' termed
Dease "the venerable Monk of the Order of St. Frencis, who

. has now become a willing aggressor on the episcopal right
of the Prelate under whose sole episcopal jurisdiction he was
pleced."180 Evidently, 'Hibernicus' regarded Dease as the
catspaw of some laymen, &s that author feared an end to the
Cetholic religion in Nove Scotie "if leymen ere zllowed to

181
exercise episcopal jurisdiction in this County." Just how

1781pid,, item # 2.
179The Letters of Hibernicus (Pictou, 1842), 2.

180114,, 31,
181

Ibid., 6.
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fer Loughnan subscribed to 'Hibernicus' ideas end how fer he
wes worried about his own stending in. Helifex we cennot now
know, but the views of 'Hibernicus' were generally those of
the 'Freser Party'.

Relations between Fraser end the Halifex Irish
deteriorated quickly., Freser wrote to Michael Tobin, Jr.,
on 20 November 1841, to express his resentment of lay inter-
ference in the matter of Rev, Dease. He told Tobin thet he
hed turned the pro-Dease petition sent up from Halifex.
"Any future applicetion to me on the subject of the selection
end appointment of clergymen . . . will meet with the unguali-
fied and well merited contempt of your very obt., servent, . .5
Deese's arrivel in Dublin produced consternction. Archbishop
Murray felt obliged to write to Loughnen on 12 June 1842,
denying he hed intended any insult to Freser by sending priests
to Halifsex., Murray wes annoyed enough to let Loughnan know
that Dublin wes aware that Dease's deperture hed been forced
and that the Haligonians regretted it.l83

By esrly 1842 a 'Fraser Perty' and an 'Irish Party'
hed taken shape, and other matters were drewn into the origi-

nal controversy. In the intervel since Fraser wrote to Tobin,

Deese's deperture had taken place. But first there hsd been

182
"Bishop Fraser Papers," item # 1,

183734, , item # 14.
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a meeting in November 1841, at which the Hon, Michsel Tobin,
Sr., took the chair. The Reformer, Lawrence O'Connor Doyle,
supported by Thomes Kenny, Roger Cunningham, Michesel Maloney,
end Thomes Ring, hed agreed to put their erguments in writing
end send them to Rome in the cere of Deese.lgh At the ennual
perish meeting, 31 December 1841, the psrish wardens were
selected. Twenty-six of the twenty-nine men were Irish, end
2ll but one or two were opponents of Fraser and Loughnan.lss
Of the twenty-six Irishmen in the 'Irish Party', no less than
sixteen were active in the Repeal orgenizetion in Halifax,
end eight were members of the committee of the Reform perty
in the town. Table 1X, below will indicate the coincidence
of nemes arong the orgenizations of the early 1840's inside
which a more eggressive Irish Cetholic leadership wes emerging.
Hugh O'Reilly's 'Hibernicus' letters were prepering

the ground and presenting the case for the 'Freser Perty'.

These appeared at intervals in the Pictou Observer (from 19

December 1841 to 15 Aoril 1842 according to their suthor) and
then were printed seperetely in booklet form. O'Reilly tells
us thet pro-Freser meetings of all Cetholics in Pictou end

186

Merigomish were held on 23 and 28 December 1841, respectively.

184
Hibernicus, 65.

185
1bid,, 119,

186

Ibid., iv-vi,
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The preface to the collected letters of 'Hiternicus' pleaced
the cuarrel in an ethnic context. 'Hibernicus' wrote:

On the news of the conduct of the Irish Cetholic
Schismaticks of the Cepitel . . . reaching the
writer of the following Letters, he ceused
lMeetings to be held in the County of Pictou, at
which the following Resolutions were pagssed . . .
which plainly shew thest if the lrish Schismeticks
of Halifax are averse to Dr, FRASER beceuse a
Scotchman, they can find no Irishmen, or very few,
in this pert of the country to share their un-
hallowed antipsthies egeainst the best of men, or
to be partakers with them in theig low, vulger,
end detestable . . . prejudices. 7

Closing his collection with an appeel to the Irish Catholics
of Nova Scotia, 'Hibernicus' qucted the catechism lesson thet
stated it wes sinful to resist or combine ageinst the
established authorities, or disrespect those who rule over
us.l88

With 'Hibternicus' giving publicity to his cause,
Fraser was evidently meking his counter-attack. He sent
Rev. John Quinen, perish priest of Tracadie, to Halifax as
assistant to Loughnan in lieu of Dease.189 This wes an astute
move as Quinan was & Haligonian of Irish parentage, znd his
arrivel brought a few Hsligonians, mainly Quinen's own rels-

tions, to the 'Fraser Party'. A hendful of men, such as

Micheel Tobin, Sr., attempted to prevent the division, but

187
Ibid., iii.

188Ibid., 108-109. This referred to lesson 17 in
the then standerd Roman Caetholic catechism in use in Nova Scotia.

189 johnston, "The Right Reverend Willism Fraser," 28.
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the issue was beyond moderation. Fraser's party dominsted

the executive of St. Mary's Totel Abstinence Society for
1842-43. These include Rev. Loughnen (president), Rev. John
Quinsn (vice-president), Joseph W. Quinan (secretery) &nd
Williem Condon (assistant vice-president), and Patrick Mahony
(second assistant vice-president).lgo When one considers that
the Quinens were brothers, and that Joseph Quinen wss brother-
in-law to William Condon and to James Fitzgerald, the value of
sending Rev. John Quinan to Helifax cen be seen. 1t gave

some semblance of Halifax support to Fraser. Jemes Fitzgerald

just mentioned was the editor of The Register, who lost control

of that orgsn briefly late in 1841, when he inserted a notice

in the Novascotian to inform the public that he, Fitzgereld,

had Dr. Fraser's supnport ageinst the "eagents of falsehood and
calumny."191 Thus metters stood in the winter of 1841-42. Most
of the Halifex Irish Catholics stood behind leaders such &s
Doyle and Kenny, Ring and Skerry (see Table VIII for their per-
ticulers), who formed the nucleus of a more esggressive party
emerging into public prominence.

On 15 February 1842 Rome promoted Halifex from a
vicerate to a diocese, but to Fraser's discomfiture he received
an 1rish coadjutor bishop in the see of Halifax. William Walsh
would become coadjutor with the right of succession, and Fraser

162
had not been consulted. Freser objected to the procedure,

19OThe Register, 31 Jan 1843.

191Novascotian, 21 Oct 1841, A further notice
appeared on 4 Nov 1&41,

192Johnston, "The Right Reverend Willism Freser," 28.
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The Helifax Irish showed their independence of Freser by
erranging to receive Welsh end to hire a house for him. At
a meeting of the parish wardens on 7 September 1842, they
voted 17-4 in favour of providing for Walsh. The four dis-
senting wardens included both the non-lrish werdens (John
Brown and John Stewart, both Scots), the Newfoundlander, .
Patrick Mahony, and Samuel Carten, an Ulsterman of fiery
temperament.lg3

The new coadjutor bishop, Willism Walsh, wes a
nctive of Waterford, Ireland, and he was 2 few weeks short of
his thirty-eighth birthday when first he reached Halifax, in
October 1842, He had been & priest for fourteen years near
Dublin before he came to Nova Scotia., He was energetic and
lrish; he was something of 2 scholer but if the aggressive
Catholic politicians of Halifex desired a readical they were
to be rether disappointed. Walsh was an O'Connellite Repealer
and a priest. This, in Dublin of the 1830's, meent backing
O'Connell to get what the Church wanted and then abandoning
the Repeal Movement, Walsh might be accused of being tco
zealous on behalf of the Catholic Church and its interests,
as he would be during the election in Nove Scotis in 1847, but
he was not called a8 Repealer or a radicel. Walsh acted in the
manner of Lord Sydenham--energetic, brilliant, a bit of an

innovetor, but beneath it all a conservetive. Walsh's Irish

193"Minutes of the Wardens", 7 Sep 1842,
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nationalism resembled that of his contemporary, the future
cardinal Paul Cullen. Cullen was so csutious about his Irish
national sympethies thet it is only now thet Irish historiens
are realizing thet Cullen "exemplified the O'Connellite tra-
dition in Irish politics."lgl+ Such moderates, lacking the de-
magogic side of & Deniel O'Connell, tended to be misunderstood
when contrasted with the histrionics and resort to violence
of the Young Irelanders and the Fenians., Wsalsh was too con-
servative for the redicals, and too liberal for the resctionaries.
Walsh had delicate health, but he began his cereer
in Halifax with & burst of activity which made a welcome con-
trast to the lethargic edministration of the absentee Fraser,
Within thirteen months of his arrivel, Walsh had ordained
three new (Irish) priests, opened 2 new cemetery (Holy Cross),
and had a Catholic newspaper (The Cross) started.l95 This
dynamism contributed to the cool reception given Walsh by
the 'Fraser Party', but there were other factors as well.
When Archbishop Murray of Dublin consecrated Walsh, he gave
Walsh some of his extra vestments, which carried the double-
barred cross of the metropolitcan nrelste, It ennoyed Fraser

when he learned of Walsh displaying such insignia. Freser

told Father Quinan that the appointment of Walsh's secretery,

lghE.D. Steele, "Cardinal Culilen end Irish Nationali-
ty," I.H.8,., XIX, 75 {Msrch 1978), 240,

195John E. Burns, "Archbishop Williem Walsh,"
N.S.H.S., XXV (1942), 133-139, passim,
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Thomes Connolly, as pastor of the new north-end perish of

St Patrick's: was ‘one ‘of ‘the Munintentional blunders of some

Esqrs and Honorables of the Metropolis of Nove Scotia."

Fraser promised to tell Quinan his opinion of Walsh when
196

they were os &d os. When Walsh went to Rome early in
1844, Freser sent a note thet conveyed the virulent animosity
with which Fraser regarded his Irish rival. Fraser told
Quinan:

Dr. Walsh may, for a wander, visit . . .
/Rome/, but if justice is to prevail, he will
never be permitted to land a second time on
the shores of Nova Scotie. If it be true that
Madam Boyle, or Mistress Doctor Walsh . . .

is to leave Helifex, end return to the Emerald
Isle, you may call it 8 bad omen, but I would
call /it/ a good one.197

Before Walsh left Rome he hed gasined supvort from
the people of Prospect, Ketch Harbour and Herring Cove who

198

published a card in The Register. A meeting in Halifsx,

on 26 October with Hon, Michsel Tobin, Jr., in the cheair,

end L. O'C., Doyle as secretary, adopted an address to Welsh,
expressing how as Irish people, they hsd silently borne "a
series of insults and suffering such as few other communities

have endured . . ." 1In his reply, Walsh szid that after year

196
"Bishop Fraser Papers," Item # 31 (13 Jan. 1843).

1971pid,, item # 39 (25 March 1844).

1
98The Register, 7 Nov. 1843,
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"of unexampled suffering, and as you are aware, of no ordi-

nary petience, 1 am forced to breask that silence which 1

heve hitherto meinteained . . . Do not, however, supnose for

a moment that I wzs insensitive to the sufferings of my native
land . . . No one but the Irish priest cen adecuately conceive
the multitudinous forms of Irish misery."199 Walsh spoke also
of the factionalism in Halifex, where he saw "thousands of well-
disposed Catholics in this city distressed and excited by the
machinetions of less than helf a dozen unhsppy men."

Following a year of anxiety, word arrived that the
see had been divided with Walsh in charge of Halifax, and
Fraser in charge at Arichat. Disaffected clergymen such as
Loughnsn and Quinan were allowed to remove to the diocese of
Arichat. The division, Rome said, was done with a view to
preventing trouble; thus, "one pert should include the Irish
end the other part the Scots."200 Rome seems to have accepted
that Irish and Scots could not live in harmony within one

diocese in Nova Scoties, although Fraser's age and the difficulty

of travel may heve been considerations. The Register reported

enthusiastically Walsh's return from Rome.

ARRIVAL OF THE BISHOP
Arrived on the 'Britannia', 17 July. Bishop
Walsh was conveyed from the ship to the church
in Hon. E. Kenny's carriage . . .His Lordship

1991vid., 31 oct 1843.

200 ohnston, "The Right Reverend Willism
Fraser", 29.



-137-

escended the alter weering his Stole; and
heving called upon the Rev. Mr. Connolly to
read the Papal Bull committing to His Lordship
the EcclesiaEB}cal jurisdiction of Halifex, &.
he sat down,

The Irish of Hslifax hed their own Irish bishop,
and they rejoiced in their victory. The Cetholic Church in
Halifax wes theirs, and it would be Irish! The press céerried
triumphant stories with headings such 2s 'Tremendous Meeting
of Catholics'. The losing faction licked its wounds end
took its herd knocks. Some, such &s Joseph Guinan, left the
purely Catholic societies., Quinen addressed the non-secterian
body, the Helifax Temperance Society, in Februsry 1846 and weas
criticised for doing so, by Rev. John Nugent of the Cetholic
temperance group, who felt it wes incongruous for e Catholic
to address e predominantly Protestant organizetion on a topic
which & society within his own faith professed to decl with.202
The Cross expressed & wish that Saint Patrick's Dey, 1846,
would "shine upon an united Body of Irishmen in Hslifex, that
all pest misunderstandings will be consigned to a generous
oblivion . . ."203 Except for the Carten suit against Welsh

204
in 1849, the issue seems to have been settled. The Catholic

20lrne Repister, 22 July 1845.

2OzThe Cross, 28 Feb, 18.46.

203144,

2O"*George Patterson, Studies in Nove Scotian History
(Halifex: The Imperisl Publishing Co., Limited, 1940), 70-77,
reports the details of this case, in which Csrten sued the erch-
bishop for trespass against Carten's person, by heving him thrown
bodily out of St. Mery's Cathedral during a service. Carten had
been one of Fraser's strongest partisens esgeinst Welsh in 1842,
Samuel Carten wss segid by 'Hibernicus' to be "like Milton's Ariel,
'Among the feithless, feithful only found'." (The Letters of
Hibernicus, 160).
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Church of Halifax would be Irish, &end the lrish would exnect
their clergy to stand by them in their struggle for recognition
in Halifax. The papal order of 1859 merely mede official wheat
had slready been settled by 1845.

When Walsh, by then an archbishop, died on 10 August
1858, the suthorities in Rome recslled the difficulties of
Walsh and Fraser. 1In March 1859 the Holy See made a ruling on
Halifex archdiocese then and for the future. Because of its
significence, I present both the Itzlien originel end its Eng-

205
lish trensition, side by side.

Italien Text English Translation
E 2l1'Irlenda si diressero i The archbishoos look towerds Ire-
Vescovi a preferenza di ogni lend a&s the place to find the
altro peese non solo perche grestest number of oriests for
di la si ottiene il maggior the English colonies, in prefer-
numero dei sacerdoti per le ence to eny other plrce. But
Colonie Inglesi, ma princi- mainly beceuse Helifex is vir-
pelmente per essere Halifax tuelly an Irish settlement, no
un paese quasi Irlandese, o Scottish or other foreign arch-
dove non potrebbe stebilirsi bishop could be esteblished with-
un Arcivescovo scozzese o di out creesting a great discontent
altra nazione senza pericolo end denger and the renewal of the
di eccitare un gran melcon- dissentiocns that hed existed
tento, e di veder rinnovete during the term of Bishop Walsh's
le discordie che sotto il Scottish predecessor,

predecessore scozzese di

Monsig. Walsh, si ebbero a

deplorare.

Therefore, Halifax must have an Irishmen ss its archbishop.
Halifex would be Irish as far es Rome was concerned. This meant

thet the clergy of the Catholic Church in Heslifex wculd be, in

a very reel sense, pert of the Irish community in Halifsx. The

2
OBHalifax Archdiocese, Chencery Office, "Connolly

Pepers", Vol. 984, 316ff,
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great majority of the Irish-torn priests avcided politicsl
controversy except where the interests of the Church were
at stake, but the fact thet they were lrish led them tc tske
en interest in Repeal end Famine Relief. Such priests were
@ link with lreland, end as such nleyed 2 significent pert
in the guest for identity engeged in by the Halifaex lrish.

The Irishmaen in Nove Scotia

The second theme is that of the lrish emigrent as
a person who ccntinued as an Irish person within a Nove Scotiéen
setting. This falls logicelly into two perts. There is the
formel, collective organizstion within which the lrishman
functioned as an Irishman among his peers. The other aspect
is the involvement of the lrish in Nova Scotia in the politics
of the homeland, perticularly through perticipation in the
Repeal Movement during the early 1840's.

In the formal sense, the Charitable lrish Society
of Halifax was a social and philanthropic orgenizetion of
Halifax Irish, both Catholic and Protestent, To a considerable
extent the Society mirrored the Irish community thet it served.
At its foundation in 1786 the Society conteined a high propor-
tion of government officials and militery officers, as well as
mercantile gentlemen.zo6 Conseguently it wes not very re-
markable that the Society, at least in its public attitudes,
hed & tredition of loyslty to the Crown and to its Nove

Scotian representeative.

206Stewart, The Irish in Nova Scotia, 30-31. The .
original constitution terms the founders: "Gentlemen, Mer-
chents, and others, inhabitants of this His Mejesty's Pro-
¥inee, . .%




e

In 1835 the Society, et its ennuel dinner, toested
"our worthy Governor Sir Colin Campbell" end preised his
"frenk end liberezl Administration" as one which "entitled him
to the Confidence of the people."207 The Society celebrated
the Queen's merriage in 1840 with 2 psrade and e High Mess.
They elso held s large supper and provided refreshments to
the poor. A subscription raised £42/12/6 for loyel purposes?08
They congratulated the Queen on her escape from an azttempted
assassinetion later in 1840,209 and held a procession and
dinner when the future King Edwerd VII wes born, lete in
l8l+l.210 Five years later, with the province deeply divided
over the issue of responsible government, the Society adopted
2 resolution of loyslty and support to the new lieutenant-
governor, Sir John Har‘vey.21 Thet gentleman, as well as the

mayor of Halifax, Joseph Jennings, and the Speaker of the

Assembly, William Young, attended the annuzl dinner of the

212
Irish Society on St. Patrick's Dey, 1847. In June of that
yeer, the Society arranged to sattend Mass for Daniel O'Connell
213
at the time of his death. Two months lster, at its annuel

207p A.N.S., M.G. 20, No. 68: "Minutes of the
Charitable 1rish Society 1834-1850," 17 Mar. 1835.

2081pid,, 9 Apr. 1840.
“091bid., 17 Aug. 18L0.

2101bid,, 15 Dec, 1841.
2ll1pid., 2 Sep. 1846.

2121pid., 17 Mar. 1847.
2131bid,, 21 June 1847.
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picniec, the Society drank only one toast, and that was to the
Queen, and it was "enthusiasticelly responded to.“214 The
public posture of loyalty was traditional in the Society,
and this stance probably served to disarm scme potential
criticism both of the Society and of the Irish generally.
Durinc the first half century of existence the
Charitable Irish Society of Halifax retained much of its
gentlemanly, perhaps rather select, atmosphere and attitudes.
Despite the polite tacade and loyal toasts, however, the
character of the Society's membership was undergoing a con-
siderable change during the 1840's. From being a group ot

mixed religion and ethnic background,215

the Society became
increasingly Irish and Catholic. It was changing from a

body of well-established citizens to a Society in which arti-
sans and workers predominated numerically. The socio-economiec
status of the membership changed greatly between 1838 and 1848,

By birthplace, more members were Irish-born than

in the past:-

2l41p343,, 81 Auz. 1847,

215Unti1 the 1850's, the Charitable Irish Society
permitted membership of all sentlemen who were not members of
other national associations. In the early years, before 1800
that evcluded men already members of the Terman, Scottish or
Fnelish societies. The first of these soon lapsed, and ss
late as 1845 a 'German' - Thomas A. Bauer — was on the
executive of the Charitable Irish Society.
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1838 Place of Birth 1848

126 (67%) Irelend 183 (80%)
L2 (22%) Nova Scotie 36 (15%)
10 (54%) Elsewhere 5 (2%)
10 (53%) Not known L (2%)

In religion in 1838, there were 147 (78.2%) Roman Cetholics,

end 41 (21.8%) Protestants among the members. By 1848, 211

(92.5%) of the 228 members were Catholics, and only 17 (7.5%)

were non--Catholics.216 Of the 17 Protestants, et leest ten

were not of Irish origin, and of the remeinder only two hed

been born in Ireland. Moreover, three of the Protestant mem-

bers were off the rolls by the end of 1848, one by death

(John Slayter, Esq.), one by virtue of leaving Halifex (Sir

Rupert George), and one at his own request (C.W. Dixon, Esq.)?l7
Such & repid tendency towsrds becoming en exclusively

Roman Catholic group can be partially expleined by recalling

that Irish immigration to Nova Scotia during the eighteenth

century had included an abundence of Protestants, while the

nineteenth-century movement had brought a2 great majority of

Catholic Irish, It also sugzests that Irish Protestants were

becominz assimilated and integrated into the general Nova

Scotian community, and thus had less need of an orgenization

216

Membership lists, 1838-1848; "Minutes of the
Charitable Irish Society, 1834-1850."

217Those Protestents born in Ireland were John S.
Thompson, the editor, and fether of Sir John S.D. Thompson; .
and David Hare, Esq., a merchant.
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such as the lrish Society. Of the 74 identifiable Irish
Protestant households in Halifax in 1838, most had a socio-
economic status higher than that of their Catholic compa-
triots. The general breakdown of the Halifax Protestent
Irish in 1838, by occuvation, was:218
1) Professional, large mercantile..24 (32.4%) (Catholics 1.3
2) White-collar, small businesses..l7 (23.0%) (Catholics 15.
3) Artisans and farmers...... . ..:. 24 (32.4%) (Catholics 32.
) Semi-skilled and labouring.......9 (12.2%) (Catholics 50.
The upver socio-economic grouns were well represented among
the Protestants, while the labouring class was the largest
among the Catholics. The distribution of occupations among
Catholic and Protestant Irish may also help to explain the
changing socio-economic character of the membership in the
Charitable Irish Society between 1838 and 1848, More Catho-
lic members and Catholics holding less prestigious jobs
meant a general change in the quality of the membership.
The four major occupational groupings as a number
and as a percentage of the Society's membership in 1838 and
1848 were as follows. A more detailed breakdown of the

membership at those two dates avpears in Table IX, following.

Members in 1838(%) Occupational Grouping Members in 1848 ("

29 (16.1%) Professional, large mercantile 30 (13.5%)
74 (39.3%) White-collar, sm2ll businesses 63 (27.5%)
67 (35.7%) Artisans and farmers(blue-collar) 72 (31.5%)
18 ( 8.9%) Semi-skilled and labouring 63 (27.5%)
183 Total Membership,l August of Year 228

218Based on informstion contasined in the 1838 census
of Halifax town, as recorded in P,A,N.S., R.G. 1, Vol. 449,
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These occupational statistics suggest that the
Charitable Irish Society was becoming representstive of a
much broader cross-section of the community than it hed been
earlier in the century. In 1838 well above half of the
members belonged to the professional and white-collar groups,
just over a third were ertisans and only a few were drawn
from the labouring classes. The three largest occupational
grouns in 1838 were shopkeevers (25), merchants (17), and
tavernkeepers (1)), all enterpreneurial occuvpstions, and in
the top half of the occupational index. By 1848, the member-
ship was nearly 60% composed of men of the working and arti-
san classes, while professional and white-collar groups head
fallen from 103 (55%) to 93 (41%) of membership. In this
decade the Society grew by forty members, net. The major
occupations in 1848 were labourers (46), shopkeevers (28),
and truckmen (15), two of which groups came from the lowest
occunational rating. The mercantile interests were less
fully reoresented among the membership,than previously.
In 1838 the census reported 94 Irish Catholics as merchants,
grocers, shopkeevers, traders, and tavernkeepers, and 52
belonged to the Society -- i,e., 55%. In 1848 there were
about 106 men in these businesses, but only 49 in the Society

219
<~ i.e., 46%.

219This 1848 total is obtained by tzking the 1842
figures in Cunnabell's City Almeanac and General Business Direc-

tory (Halifax: Williem Cunnabell, 1842)--60--and adding 40
tavernkeepers which Cunnabell omitted., If 1838 had 94 men, -
and 1842 had 100, then by 1848 there should have been about
105-110. And my estimate, 106, is on the lower end.
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Table VIII - OCCUPATIONAL ANALYSIS OF CHARITABLE IRISH
SOCIETY, 1838 and 1848

1838 Membershipo Occupstion or line of work 18,8 Membership

Barrister, notery
Gentleman of income
Merchant
Physician
Priest
Professor of lMusic
Others

(29) (Total professional, large mercantile)
Armed forces
Auctioneer
Clerk
Editor
Government
Grocer
Hotelkeeper, Music Hell
Shopkeeper 2
Stationer
Tavernkeeper
Teacher
Trader
Others

(74) (Total white-collsr, smell business)
Baker
Blacksmith, farrier
Blockmeker
Brewer, distiller
Builder, contrector
Butcher
Carpenter, joiner
Coachmeker
Confectioner
Cooper
Farmers, Gardener
Fisherman
Gunsmith, locksmith
Mason, stonecutter
Peinter
Policeman
Seddler, furrier, tanner
Seafaring trades
Shoemaker
Tailor
Tinsmith, plumber
Tobacconist
Others

(67) (Total artissns and fermers)
Labourers
Servent, Sexton
Truckmen

(18) (Totel semi-skilled, labouring) = 163)

’_J
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(30)
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Despite their relative decline as & proportion of
membership, the Catholic business and professional men tended
to dominete, if not to monopolize, the executive posts in
the Society. There were seven posts on the executive -- pre-
sident, vice president, two assistant vice presidents, treas-
surer, secretary and assistent secretary--and in the eleven
annual executives from 1838 to 1848, that meant there were
77 places to be filled. Only 14 of the 77 executive posts
were filled by Protestants., Two of these--Joseph Howe and
James Boyle Uniacke--occupied the president's cheir for five
of the eleven terms. Their velue as politicesl sllies of
the upwardly mobile Cstholic Irish outweighed any reluctence
about electing Protestants to office in the Society.

Of the 77 executive positions, 1838-1848, 211 but
five were teken by tusiness or professional men, the clesses
that contained most of the leadership of the Irish communi-
ty at the time. Of these, Lawrence 0O'C, Doyle was a barrister,
while Thomas Ring, Daniel Creamer, Edward Kenny, William Skerry,
James Wallace, Michael Tobin, and Bernard O'Neill were all mer-
chants, or major storekeepers who were expsnding in the
direction of becoming merchants. All these men were contained
in the executive of the Society once or more (Doyle six times,
Ring four, for examnle). It bore out the comment of 'Hibernicus'
in 1841-42. He noticed that the poorer classes of lrish Catho-
lics at Halifax were being led by their attitudes towards bishop

220
Fraser and in politics by "their more wealthy leaders."

2207ne Letters of Hibernicus, 68.
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Other references to "the fashionable upstart aristocracy"
leave no doubt the business and professional men among the
Catholics of Halifax were intended in the remarks of
'Hibernicus'.

Most of the leaders were born in Irelsnd, and very
few among them had reached fifty years of age. After 1843,
when Repeal became established in Halifax, 35 of the 42 exe-
cutives of the Society over the next six years were Repealers,
Occssionally, a tradesman got on the executive, as in 1839 and
1840 when William Chapplain, a farrier, and Peter Morrisey,
a brewer, were the assistant vice presidents. In 1843, William
Dillon, a mason, held the same position. These were scarcely
typical tradesmen, since Mdrrisey was well-to-do, and beceme
a city alderman later on, while Dillon was active in all
perts of the Irish Catholic push for participation in Halifex
(Repealer, Reform committee, anti-Fraser parish warden).
Dillon was well enough off that he made a will, the money
being sufficient to educate one of his sons to the priest-
hood, and to oblige the widow to make a will before her death
sixteen years later.zzl

The emergence of a group of leaders within the Irish
Catholic community at Halifax was reflection of a need for
such leadership. There was a growing sense of belonging to

a group, and that collective body of Irish neoole wished to

22lhalifax County Probate Court, Will Book V, 384
(William Dillon), and VI, 520 (Hannah Dillon). William Dillon's
sister, Mary, was one of those denied a2 disvensation bv Rev..
Loughnan, and had been married in St, George's Church of England.
She was allowed to remarry in the Catnolic Church the following
year, a month after the birth of her child, ©She died the same

summer aged 27 years. This incident may have helped to determine
Ni11Ante attitinnda towards the Fraser-Trish confraontstion.
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go after adventages that it felt it wanted. Table 1X pro-
vides a checklist of those wno were most conspicuous in the
new wave of Irish leadership betwezn 1838 snd 1844. Of the
twenty-five outstanding Irish Catholic leaders in this group,
there were 19 natives of Ireland, three of Newfoundland, two
of Halifax, one of Quebec (but reised since cnildhood in
Halifax). Twelve were merchants, three shopkeepers, two
grocers, and one each of barrister, brewer, carventer, cooper,
editor, gauger, mason, and teecher. This means thet all of
the leaders except for four ertisans were men of education

or in tusiness.

All were Cheritable Irishmen, sixteen of them being
on the executive, 1838-1848; twenty-three of them were
Revealers; seventeen were adherents of the 'lrish Party'
that had stood up to Bishop Fraser. Five had stood clear of
the religious factionalism, and only three had supported
Fraser. Of these, Fitzgerald held a teaching job in the
Catnolic school, which presumably the bishop or Loughnan
could have teken from him. Quinan was the brother of a
priest whose patron had been Fraser, while Mahony ceme from
Newfoundland to Halifax via Pictou, and verhaos had been
acquainted with Fraser in that earlier time.

As with many types of leadership, - there was a core
which, either by dint of personality or through the strongest
convictions, was active in every facet of the ongoing cam-
paign for Irish Catholic advancement in Halifax. These

seven men, marked on Table IX by an asterisk(*), were all



Cheriteble Activity

Member of

Active in

*The principzl lesders in all the phsses of Irish group activity.

*The three men so indicsted were active supporters of the 'Freser Perty'.

Irish in Reform anti-Freser Repeel
Society Perty Irish Perty Movement
NAME Occupation Born-Died Birthplsce 1840--1846 1840-1841 1840-1843 1842-18L5
Barron, William Grocer 1798-18L1L Irelzand member no yes yes
Sennett, Michael Grocer 1763-1847 Ireland member no yes yes
Cochran, Jemes Merchant 1801-1877 Irelend executive no ves yes
*Conway, Jeremizh Merchent  1803-1868 Ireland member yes ves yes
Creamer, Deniel  Merchant  1794-1862 Irelsnd executive no no no
Cunningham, Roger Merchant  1798-1€86 Irelend member no yes yes
*Dillon, William  Meson 1791-1845 Ireland executive yes yes yes
*Doyle, Lewrence Berrister 1804-186L4 Nove Scotie executive yes yes yes
English, John Editor 1807-1857 Nove Scotie executive ves no . no
Fitzgerald, Jemes Tezcher 1799-1877 Irelend executive yes +no yes
Furlong, Peter Merchent  1796-1856 Ireland member no yes yes
*Kenny, Edward Mercheant 1800-1891 Irelend executive yes yes yes
Mahony, Patrick Carpenter 1796-1877 Nfld. member ves +no yes
*Maloney, Michsel Shopkeeper 1804-184% Ireland executive yes yes yes
Morrisey, Peter  Brewer 1788-1868 Irelend executive no yes yes
O'Connor, Timothy Cooper 1791-1853 Nfld. member yes no yes
O'Neill, Bernard Merchant  1815-1877 Ireland executive no no yes
Power, Patrick Merchent  1815-1881 Ireland executive no no yes
Quinan, Joseph Geuger 1809-1861 Quebec executive yes +no ~ yes
*Ring, Thomas Merchant  1806-1862 Ireland executive yes yes yes
Roche, John Shopkeeper (?) - (?) Ireland menber ves yes yes
*Skerry, Williem Merchsnt 1790-1853 Irelend executive yes yes yes
Tobin, James C. Merchent 1800-1850C Ireland member no yes yes
Wallace, James Merchant 1805-1885 Ireland executive ne yes yes
Walsh, Patrick Shopkeeper 1£17-1869 Nfld. executive no yes yes

The teacher,

Fitzgereld, hed & brief cereer in journslism in the early 1840's, when he edited The

Register.

who beceme prominent in the Irish lezdership in the 185C's,
wes the priestly confidant of Bishop Freser.

He and Quinen were merried to two of the sisters of Willism Condon, 2 meén

Quinen's brother, John,

FWBT-3¢8T 'dtysJdepes] OTTOUI&e) USTJI] XEJTTEH - YT O1Cel

-6MT-
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Irish-born except for Doyle., Five were businessmen, one a
barrister, end one a craftsman. All seven were in the
Cheritable 1rish Society, the Reform and Repeal movements,
eand had been at the centre of the 'Irish Party' that defied
Bishop Fraser. They would form the nucleus of the emerging
leadership.of the Irish Catholics in Halifax arocund 1840.
The Charitable Irish Society was one of the areas to feel
the winds of change at once, because it was a pre-existent
body.

The changing composition of the Charitable Irish
Society indicated two important trends among the Halifax
Irish., First, their national associstion was becoming more
broadly based; that is, it was no longer an elitist body of
gentry and leading merchants who foregathered in sentimental
euvhoria to toast an Ireland thst may not have existed ex-
cept in their imaginstions. The Society was fast becoming
the meeting grounds of all classes of lrish Haligonians.

Secondly, the labouring Irish of Halifsx were taking
an interest in the Society, but what was their reason? The
analysis previously given of members' birthplaces reveals
that there were more immigrants among the membershio, who
were using the Society as a means of getting to know and
become known by their new fellow-citizens, This could
help their careers and assist their quest for general
acceptance in the community. This explains why more natives
of Ireland were joining the Society: it aided their uoward

mobility. It also means thst more lrish could afford the
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quarterly dues of the Society, and considered the three
shillings well invested. The Society was consequently be-
coming more and more Catholic in composition and more
broadly based socially.

The 1840's were years of rising Irish nstionel
sentiment. Irishmen abroad drew into Hibernian societies
as part of their growing sense of self-awareness. Also,
the 1840's were years of reviving hostility towerds the
Irish among older ethnic groups in host cities such es
Halifasx. The Irish Catholics banded together within safe
and friendly associations as a means of self-defence, mutusal
support, and encouragement, The Society afforded a plat-
form to the ambitious middle class as it sought after in-
fluence and status., The Chearitable Irish Society did not
become a vehicle for attacking the old regime in Halifex,
however. Its long tradition bf loyalty to the powers that
be (Crown, provincial executive), and cautious supprort
for Irish aspirations in the homeland, held uvo. The emer-
ging lrish leadership in Hslifax hed other outlets--Reform
Party, Repeal Movement--which offered them instruments of
political action. The Charitable Irish Society offered
national identification, economic advancement, and personal
security, either directly or as a fringe benefit of be-
longing to the group. The new Irish leadership could also
utilize the Society in other wzys. They could and did
heonour prominent Reform politicians, such as Joseph Howe

and Jemes B, Uniacke, by electing them~president of the
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Society. It offered a counterpoise to Reneal, which was
regarded by many non-Irish Heligonians s a radical and

even disloyal undertaking; if the criticism of the Irisn
over Repeal became too sustazined, the Irish leaders could
always anpear in the guise of loyal citizens in the officiel
activities of the Charitable Irish Society. The Society
also 2llowed the leadership to keep in touch with those
Irish who were not keen about Repeal or the anti-Freser
stzance these leaders had taken.

The Repeal Movement

The Charitable Irish Society gave the expatriate
Irishman a sense of security while he sought to improve his
lot as an Irishman living in Nova Scotia., The Repezl Move-
ment of the 1840's served to channel considerable Irish
energy towards Ireland. At the same time it should be
noted that Repeal did nothing to diminish the interest of
Irish Nova Scotians in the affeirs of this orovince. Daniel
O'Connell's alliance with the Whigs in the 1830's antici-
pated a similar slliance of the Halifax Irish with the Nova
Scotian Reformer‘s,222 while Repeel agitation in Halifax
gave the Irish an ostensible reason to meet and to reise
money for a cause. Repeal activity would also produce and
reinforce the new leadership within the Irish community et

Halifax.

222
Edwards, A New History of Ireland, 161.
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The Union of the Parliements of Ireland and Grest
Britain in 1801 hed been accomplished only after considerable
effort by its prooonents. In Ireland, the Catholic hier-
archy and many of the laity suwvported a Union et the time,223
in the belief that the Union would be followed shortly by
the emancipation of the Catholics from such legal disabili-
ties as exclusion from a Parliamentery seat and from a civic
corporetion, This pledge was not redeemed, and the Irish
people once again had to come to terms with a diszopointment
at the hands of London.

As the Union and the promised concessions to
Catholics had appeared to the general public as two parts
of a single provoosition, and as the rights of Catholics hed
not been restored, there was a feeling among the Irish that
the Union lacked a moral besis. The letter of the law
said Union, but the spirit of the peoole said Repeal. In
early nineteenth-century Ireland the word 'Repeal' meant
just one thing: an end to the hated Union between lreland
and Great Britain,

The Reneal cry was first raised nublicly in 1810
at Dublin by a young lawyer named Daniel O'Connell. He was
aided by the fact that the decade after the Union was "by

224
no means prosperous in the economic life of Ireland."

3Stewart, The Irish in Nova Scotia, 105,

“hrpid,, 111,

42
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O'Connell's movement had two goals--Catholic Emancipation,
and Repeal of the Union, During the 1820's the first of
these two aims was realized. All the considerable capacity
of the Irish for resistance became avzilable for direction
against the Union. After Emancipation wes achieved, a
period of manoeuvre followed wnhile O'Connell tried to come
to terms with the Whigs for concessions to Ir%sh interests.
When this period of cooperation came to an end, the Irish
and O'Connell gave their undivided attention to Repeel.

At first the Catholic hierarchy had dropoed
O'Connell and Repeal in 1829 because the clergy generally
believed that passage of Catholic Emancipation haed liberated
Ireland from the control of the Protestant ascendency.
Events proving otherwise, some prelates resumed their
support of Repeal. Through most of the 1830's O'Connell
hed been willing to sustain the reform measures of the
severai British ministries. Typical of this policy was the
backing lent the Melbourne ministry following the Lichfield
House meetings early in 1835. O'Connell's group agreed to
helo the Whigs "who might be infiuenced to more liberal
policies in matters other than repeal Z;e.g., Irish muni-

25

cipal reforms and tithe reform 7 . . ." The Irish alliance

225A.H. Graham, "The Lichfield House Compact, 1835,"
I, H.8. » XI1, 47- (Mareh, 1961), 2821,
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with the Whigs and redicals was not mere exnediency. "None
of them abandoned principle; each of them saw ooliticel ed-
vantage in the alliance. O0'Connell laid aside Repeal in
favour of more immediate gsins. . ."226

It was only after Robert Peel and the British
Tories returned to office in September 1841 that O'Connell
agein took up Repeal in earnest, and the support of much
of the Catholic hierarchy permitted the rapid growth of
Repeal during the next few years.227 It was not long before
O'Connell's Repeal Movement began to interest Irish emi-
grants in North America.

Repeal Associations sprang up in North American
cities during the 18a0'5.228 The Halifax lewyer, Lawrence
O'Connor Doyle, was 'a very warm admirer' of Daniel O'Con-
nell.229 This respect intensified as Doyle became "2 most
outspoken believer in repeal of the Union. He was a member
of the branch association in Nova Scotia, and through his
efforts large sums of money were remitted to aid the 1li-

230
berator in . . . Ireland.," Doyle was chairman of the

2261pid,, 225.

227Edwards, A New History of Ireland, 169.

228Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration, 385.

2290eorge Mullane, "A Sketch of Lawrence O'Connor
Doyle," N.S.H.S., XVII (1913), 158.

2301vi4,, 189.
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Repeal meeting in January 1843 2t which such rising men

2s Thomas Ring, Edward Kenny and James Cochran were active%Bl
How large was the Repeal Association in Helifax,

and what sort of peoole was it recruiting? It had the sup-

port of large numbers of Irish Haligonians. 3ishop Walsh

and his parochial clergy left Repeal slone, but the Caztholic

press and Father R.B. O'Brien of the Catholic 'college' were

actively supporting Repeal in Halifax. Its popular eppeal

was assisted by the very simplicity of the issue. Anyone

could understand: two countries were joined together and

one of them wished to terminate the connection. Many ordi-

nary people were in the dark as to how this would be achieved,

but they were quite convinced that Repeal of the Union weas

a good thing for Ireland. A msjor factor that let Repezl

recruit so many members was the unwillingness or the inability

of its opponents among the Irish to mount any effective

counterattack. The best the Tobins could do was to ignore

Repeal, Since to join the movement would be both easy and

popular with the Irish, the failure of most of the Tobin

grouon to join Repeal wes 2 sign that they did not agree

with it, At the crucial moment, the Hon., Michzel Tobin,

Sr., patriarch of the Tobins, died. The Catholic vezper sig-

nificantly included the following short passage 1in its

234 ]
The Register, 31 Jan. 1843,
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three-paragraph obituary of Tobin: "lIn the decezse of the
Honorable M. Tobin, we witness the disruotion of the last
tie which was left to connect the original generation of
Catholics in this community with our contemvporeries. . ."232

The Repeal Association of Halifax grew quickly 2zt

233
the beginning of 1843 to include 380 members. A further
61 members had joined by August, and other lists of new mem-
234
bers appeared before the end of the year. The first list

has been analysed, and as the earliest roster it includes
the leaders and originators of Repeal in this city. Peer
pressures, as much as conviction, may have brought in some
of the later enrollments. The 380 originals had four wo-
men and three teenaged boys among them, as well as eight un-
employed men, and 110 whose occupation has not been found,
largely because many of them left Halifax and thus missed
inclusion in church records, or the census. This leaves
255 members to analyze, By birtholace, 213 (83.5%) were
born in Ireland, 33 (13%) were Nova Scotians, three were
from elsewhere in British America (1.3%). A little strange
perhaps was the adherence of four Scottish and two English
people. Two had Irish parents, however, but the membership

of Alexander McKay, David Rugg (brewer), Williem Mills

2321pid,, 11 Apr. 18.3.

2331bid., 23 May 1843.

234Tpid,, 15 Aug., 10 Oct., 12 Dec., all 1843,
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(policeman) and Richard Clsy (tavernkeeper) voroved there
were English and Scots Repealers, even in Halifax. By
occunational groups, the 255 included eleven merchants and
professional men (4.3%); 68 (26.7%) smell business and
white-collar; 87 (34.1%) artisans; and 89 (34.9%) lsbouring.
During 1843 the Halifax Repeal Committee (Doyle,
Cochran, Kenny, Ring, Francis Whelan, Robtert Hobin and
Joseph W, Quinan) fed the Catholic press with news of the
progress of the Movement, locally and in Ireland. They con-

vinced The Register, and possibly also themselves, that

"there will be some issue, and that at no remote period.
There are too many interests jeopardized -- too much exciting
throbbing pervading all classes -- too much to be appre-
hended from continued agitation to permit things to remain

as they ar'e."235 Their enthusiasm led them to make unfa-

vouraoble comparisons of other places with Halifsx. 1In a

piece entitle 'Irishmen in the Colonies', The Register

proclaimed:

With the exception of Montreal, Halifax, and a few
other places, we believe there has been no movement
--no organization--nothing to indicate that the
agitation which has been convulsing the empire for

the last few months concerned Irishmen . . . We

repent that an apathy has been exhibited unworthy

of the patriotism for which the Irish are distin-
guished. . .Have Irishmen in these colonies . . . 236
already forgotten the home of their childhood. . .?

235
Ibid,, 4 July 1843,

236
Ibid., 18 July 1843.
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The Register need not have worried or else its scornful hint

hsd its effect. By the end of 1843, Repeal Associations had
begun at Bathurst, Sydnev, Saint John, St., John's, Char-
lottetown, and Arichat. Members were enrolled a2t Prosnect
and Ketch Harbour.237

Somer felt: the Halifax Renealers had no room for

comnlacency. In a letter to The Register, 'A Repealer'

explicitly raised the identity question when he sccused some
Irish Haligonians of having ceased to be Irish. 'A Repezler'
wrote:

Repeal in Halifax

Repealers of this Province are Irishmen worthy
of Ireland; Irishmen willing to assist her; and,
in the comparative havpiness of their own condi-
tion, not forgetting to commisserate /sic/ hers
. +« . The Reneal Meetings held in the City are,
uncuestionaoly, respectable and numerously
ettended; but . . . do these Meetings reoresent
the Irishmen of Halifax? This oquestion . . .
can be answered only in the negative. Any per-
son who has ever been present at one of our
Repeal Meetings and who is awere of the amount
of Irish Ponulstion in the City, must 2llow that
six such Assemblies, would not revoresent the
Irishmen of Halifax . . . Irishmen of Halifax
whe heve not yet enlisted in the ceuse of Repeal,
you know the condition of lreland; you s2y that
she is your native lend . . . at your {iresides
you boast that you are lIrishmen; will you boast
that you are not Repealers? . . . if you refuse
to rally around the Standard of Repeal . . . you

ceased to love Ireland ., . . Claim some other
Netion, £§§LANU is not your Country; you are not
IRISHMEN

237

Reported in various issues of The Register,
12 Sep. to 19 Dec. 1843,

238
Ibid, .. 8 Aug, 1843,
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If we allow for the rhetoric meant to shame peonle into
joining the Repeal Association, there remains the signifi-
cant point that many of them were not in the c2use. The
reason mizht be that they felt, as did Joseoh Howe, thet

the lovement was somewhat disloyal., Much more likely many
of the Irish in Halifax hzsd resolved the identity issue by
deciding to be Nova Scotians first, and then Irishmen. They
had become caught up with esrning their way in Helifax, éend
in advancing themselves here. It was not that they loved
Ireland less, but that they loved Halifax more.

This upset 'A Repealer'. Although his second atteck
was ambiguous, he obviously hoped to embarrass the Irish who
hed opted for Nova Scotia. 'A Repealer' took up his pen again
to speak of the ranid growth of Repeal, but he wondered why
some Irish in Halifax continued to hold aloof. "He would not
insult them by supposing that they are retarded by pecuniery
considerations. Then by what are they retarded? Is it by a
want of love of their countr‘y?"z39

'A Repealer' should have teken comfort from the fact
that if the movement did not embrace every Irishmen in Halifsx,
it did contain almost all of the leading Catholic lrishmen in
the community, except the Tobin family. Having so meny oro-
minent members, the Repeal Movement wss a force to be re-

ckoned with in Halifax, and a very active body indeed. Doyle

2
39Ibid., 22 Aug. 1843, The same issue fervently
proclzimed: WEven Orangemen are Irishmen & should join to
support Repeal!"™ Strange advice for a Cetholic newspaper!
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led the Halifax chapter in resolving that "the only measure
by which the wrongs of . . . /Ireland/ can be redressed"
was the termination of the Union with Grezt Britein.zho

At about this time, the Halifax Repezlers sent £600 to

Ireland. This prompted the Boston Pilot to acknowledge that

Halifax had done more for Repeal than had New York or Boston,
which had much lsrger Catholic populations.Zhl

Chapters existed at Newcastle and Miramichi, N.B.,
and at the Gut of Csnso, Guysborough, end Dartmouth, N.S.,
but the Repeal Movement in the 'lower provinces' wes centred
in Halifax.2h2 In August 1845 a Great Reveal Meeting ot
Helifax heard Doyle speak of "the spirit of misrule which
had been so ruinous to the happiness and prosperity of
Ireleand--which had bowed down Irishmen at home, seemed to
follow them in their exile, to Nova Scot;ia."m+3 Doyle also
blasted Elkanah Young, M.L.A. for Falmouth Township, who had
condemned Repeal in a letter to his constituents. Doyle
termed it "an insult ., . . to the Irishmen and Catholics of
thisveiby vesidowhich cgzid not, and ought not to be sllowed
'

to pass unnoticed. . .'

240
Mullane, "Lawrence O'Connor Doyle," 189,

2blipid,, 183,

242

The Register, 27 May, 14 Oct., 23 Dec., 2ll
1845. |

2h3the Sun, 11 Aug. 1845.

2LL

The Register, 12 Aug. 1845.
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The significance of the Reveal Movement in Halifax
was twofold. Firstly, it geve Lawrence O'Connor UJoyle a
pletform unon which to present himself to the Irish electorate
of Helifax without overtly upstaging any of the sitting Re-
form members from the Halifax seats. Secondly, it both fed
upon and renewed the sense of involvement in irish affezirs
that still was cherished by many Halifex Irishmen, especielly
the more recently arrived.

The Revealers in Halifax were led by Lawrence O'Connor
Doyle. He was born in Halifax, 27 Ffebruary 1804, the son of
Lawrence Doyle, a merchant from Ross, County Wexford, end his
wife, Bridget O'Connor of County Waterford. He was educated
in England 2t Stonyhurst College, a Catholic school, then re-
turned to Halifax where he articled for five years with the
Attorney-General, Richard J. Uniacke, Sr.2h5 “lhen he was
admitted attorney on 22 January 1828, he was the first
Catholic to join the Nova Scotizn bar. He became a full
member as a barrister on 29 Januery 1829, by which time he
was vice president of the Charitable Irish Society.zn6 In
November 1832 Doyle was elected as representative of the
largely Catholic (and Acadien) township of Arichat, one O§h7

three new seats created that year for Cape 3reton Island.

Doyle took his seat on 8 February 1833, becoming the second

245

2468tewart, The Irish in Nova Scotia, 91. Doyle was
president of the Society for 1832, 1833, 1831, 1843, and 1844.

2L7

Mullane, "Lawrence O'Connor Doyle," 158,

Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1832, c. 6.




-163-

Catholic to sit in the Nova Scotia Assembly. During the
1830's Doyle took part in Reform politiés, a2 matter to which
we shall return.. As a legal and volitical figure, Doyle had
made his mark by 1840,

If Doyle's biography reszds like 2 success story
thet is because very lsrgely it wes just that, the upwerd
movement of a gifted and well-trained man in his personal
and professional careers, Doyle's life was not happy, how-
ever. 1n 1833 he had married at Arichet, Sarah Ann, daughter
of Lt, James Driscoll, R.N. The birth of a short-lived
daughter, their only child, left Mrs,.Doyle unwell. She died
in February 1842, aged only 27 years. This personal tragedy
occurred at a time when Doyle was not in the Assembly. 1In
November 1340, Doyle had lost Arichat to his Tory opponent,
Henry Martell. Although undocumented, it appnears Doyle
suffered from too much drinking et sociel events, and from
rheumatism. Those who believe in the notion of sublimation
can perceive in the manner in which Doyle threw himself
into Reveal the action of a man who is seeking to lose his
sorrows by immersion in a ceuse, Temporerily lacking éen
elected post, lDoyle could give himself to the cause of Ireland,
thereby establishing a public position among the electorate
of Helifax. Since his greatest sctivity preceded the 1843
provincial general election, we may suopose Joyle wzs seeking

a

to gain a nomination,
If Doyle wanted an issue to bring him ag~in before
the public, and this time in Haslifax, which he had not re-

presented in the past, he was most fortunate in having both
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an electorate with a aigh component of Irish Cstholics, and
an issue such as Repeal with which to appeal to them. As
all of the sitting members for Halifex--Williem Ann=znd,
Joseph iowe, James idcNab, William Stairs--were Reformers,
it mey have caused some of them concern thest Doyle was opera-
ting on a popular theme in their bailiwick. Howe, for one,
openly refused to support Repeal, when he wzs invited to do
so.2l+8 Several years later, Howe explained thzt he had been
asked to join the Repealers, but that he had refused to do so
because Repeal did not accord with Howe's loyalty to the
3ritish Cr‘own.za9 This would not be the only time thet the
Reformer, Joseph Howe, found himself taking a different line
from that of his Irish Catholic colleagues.

The Repeal Movement continued to stir up sound and
fury for a little longer, tut by the end of 1846 the Grest
ffamine had come uvon Ireland and the cry changed from Repeal
to Relief. As early as March 1846 The Cross felt forced to
deny that Repeal was on the wane locally. The young cleric,
I'nomas Connolly, future bishop of Saint John snd archbishop

of Helifax, wrote to say thzt the cause of Reveal wes =s

strong as ever, He signed himself 2 priest, sn Irishmzn

250
and a Repealer, in that order. With a chenge in the
248
Stewart, The Irish in Nova Scotia, 143,
249
Novascotian, 19 Jan. 1857.
250

The Cross, 7 Mar, 1846,
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name of the occupetion, such a self-descriotion would h=ve
suited guite a few lrish Haligonians at thst time. The
awful fascination of the Great Famine drew the minds and
emotions of the Irish abroad back to their homeland. Repezal
had been relasted to the emigrent Irishman's sense of being
Irish, but some lIrishmen could turn their backs on Repesal.
The Famine was a common tragedy that united all Irishmen at
home and abroad. For a few years, the Halifex Irish acted
in the underlying consciousness that the people at home
were sick and starving. It delayed their integration into
society in Nova Scotia, and it bred resentments that would
not be unleashed until the 1850's.

Haligonians and Irishmen

Successful in asserting control of his Church,
deeply immersed in Repeal, the Cetholic Irishman had yet
a third front on which he operated, namely, the vpolitics
of Halifax City and of Nova Scotia. Since the lrish were
not alone in wishing changes in the structures of locel
end provincial government, the political side of their
struggle for reform formed part of a wider effort in that
general direction. Most of the Irish wanted the system
opened up to permit them to advance socially and economi-
cally; they did not want to overturn the social or economic
systems, Lacking the social prestige end the economic
clout to attain their goals, the Irish resorted to political’
manoceuvre as their best hope of knocking down the bsrriers

to their upward mobility,
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Municipal government in Nova Scotia was based on
the eighteenth-century concept of authority. A few megistrates
were appointed for each municipal unit, They zsnd 2 handful
of officials domineted the meagre activities allowed to a
locel government under the Nove Scotian system. These few
individuals controlled the poor house, the streets, the town
cemetery, fire fighting companies, and the markets, Halifex
was legzlly 2 township, and was not a body corporate until
1841. The status of a townshio did not admit of strong
local self-government.

A township contains no certain definite quantity
of lands, nor assumes any orescribed shape . . .
nor is it endowed with all those cerious corpor-
ate powers, which the townships of New-England
nossess, beyond the election of a renresentative;
which privilege is not enjoyed by 211, Trhe
inhabitants have no other power than that of
holding an annual meeting, for the puroose Sgl
voting money for the support of their poor.

In theory a Grand Jury of 24 members supervised
the affairs of the township of Halifax on behelf ol the
public. In practice, that body hzsd little real onower, and
even less interest in changing a system in which they and
their kind were secure, Comparison of Grand Jury lists and
early census records mske it plain that in Halifex the Gresnd

Jury reoresented a very narrow interest group of merchsnts

and professional men, with the occasional inclusion of one

251Haliburton, History of Nove Scotia, II, 9., Such
peoole would resent the prospect of laying out their money
for the support of numbers of destitute immigrent Irishmen.
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or two affluent shopkeepers or 2 m=ster tradesman., Cetholics
were extremely rare in the ranks of the magistrecy, end the
ordinary shopkeepers among the Protestants of Helifsx were
nesrly as rare.

The Irish Cetholics were under-represented in locel
public office in Helifax in the 1830's. For examnle, in 1835
they occupied 32 vposts of 125 in the minor locsl offices,
being best represented as constebles (11 of 14), wood
measurers (8 of 17), and cullers of fish (3 of 4), but having
no places as clerks of merket or assessors.252 Their situation
had not altered appreciably in 1839, when they held 32 of 132
places.253 In 1838 there was no lrish Catholics listed emong
the justices of the peace, or fire wardens.zsa lrish Catholics
held few local posts down to incorporation in 1841. The
almanac of that year shows only 15 Catholics holding positions,
and of these the Kenny and Tobin femilies accounted for eig,l'lt:.zs5
Catholics not only had few vplaces, but those that they received
were devoid of prestige or the opportunity for profit. This
might not worry an Irish day-laboufer, but an embitious lrish

storekeeper might resent a system that relegasted his race and

creed to process-servers and cullers of fish,.

252p A.N.S., R.G. 34, series 312, Vol. P 14, "Grand
Jury Book, 1835-1843",

2531bid.
25hpoicher's Farmer's Almanac . . . 1838,

2351pid,; 1841,
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Hzlifax in the 1830's wzs still controlled by eéen
oligarchy made up of a few score of lawyers, merchants, and
government officizls who monopolized the better local posi-
tions., The influx of so meny lrish immigrents had drema-
tically changed the religious and ethnic comnosition of
Halifax., A new barrier of race and creed divided the oli-
garchs and the ordinary citizens of Irish origin. A divi-
sion- along occunational lines also existed, as the oligerchs
kept nearly every vnlace in the magistracy for themselves,
The Grand Jury which had charge of appointments was widely
rumoured to be rigged.256

Moreover, the provinciel and Halifax local govern-
ment circles overlapved; one oligarchy wss effectively the
other. For examvle, the Halifax megistracy in 1833 included
& coroner and a sheriff who were sons-in-law of a Councillor,
The Custos Rotulorum was the business vartner of a former
Member. The justices of the peace included the coroner's
uncle, the solicitor-genersl's father, & cousin of the
Sveaker, the son of a former Councillor, a Councillor's
brother, the business associates and relstives and in-laws

257

of other members of the Legislature,

256
Novascotian, 3 May 1838.

257
Belcher's Farmer's Almanasc, 1833, 57-59. Cf.,
Punch, "The Halifax Connection," 17-18, for details of these
and other cases.
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This snug coterie met with serious censure in the
1830's, probably reaching the deoth of publ%cgembarrassment
et the time of Joseph Howe's trial in 1835, 2 Exclusiveness
in membership in municipal government wss not 2n endezring
cuality, but it wes not criminel. The fault wes not even
general dishonesty, although Howe hed cited cases of this.
The fatal flaw was incompetence. When imorovements were
mede to streets, and the sewers were constructed, the magi-
stretes acted both arbitrarily and ineffectively.259 Peovle
can tolerate a degree of bumptiousness in their public figures,
but when this officiousness gives perscnal offence end in-
crezses the burden of taxation, people lose their petience.

This state of affeirs provoked verious reactions.
The rising shopkeepers end tradesmen, as slso the working
cless and the new immigrents (including meny Irish Catholic),
wished to share in the magistracy end locel officisldom of
Helifax. The governing clique, the 'Halifex Connection',
wished to keep control. Some moderates, such as Joseph Howe
in 1834, did not like the oligerchy, but felt thet British
experience proved that urben megistrecies were likely to be-

260
come stronghclds of oligerchy in the normel course of events,

258James Murray Beck, "'A fool for a client': the
triel of Joseph Howe," Acadiensis, 11I (1973/74), 27-LiL.

259Sutherland, "The Merchsants of Halifax," 244-246."

260
Novascotian, 9 Oct. 1834.
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The movement for incorporstion beceme fully mobi-
lized in the mid-1830's when allegations of frsud and incom-
petence coincided with the onset of en economic recession
thet burdened middle cless ratepeyers. lieny opoonents of
incorporation felt that 'some slight modifications' in the
existing local government wouid be sufficient, snd that it
wes unnecessary to introduce 'so levelling, so democretic
2 measure'.261 The presence of Irish Catholics among those
wishing changes sdded determination to the ovpposition of
vested interests to incorvoration. Yet, these foes of civic
reorganization must have seen that passage of Municipal Re-6
form in England in 1835 wes 'the handwriting on the wall’.2 g

If they clung to any doubts, they must hzve been
undeceived in 1840 when the newly-arrived lieutenant-governor,
Lord Falklend, stated his desire to extend the municinal
rights agd privileges of Britain to fellow subjects in Nova
Scotia.203 It was part of Lord Sydenham's careful plan to
undermine the Reformers by conceding them an apparent parti-

cipetion in power. Incorporation of Halifax and formation

of & coelition were window-dressing intended to lead the

261
Novascotian, 8 March 1838. The newspaper was
reporting the speech of James Boyle Uniacke, an op»onent of
incorporztion, in the Legislative Assembly,
262F.W. Maitland, The Constitutional History of
England (Cambridge: University Press, 1965), 359.

263

Nova Scotia Royal Gazette, 28 Oct. 1840.




-171-

public into the belief that reform hed been satisfied. In
Halifax's municinal government it enabled the old oligsrchy
of merchants and lawyers to retein power but within &
'liberalized' framework.

Followinz civic incorporation in 1841, the Irish
continued to be under-renresented, surprisingly so in view
of their numbers in some parts of the city. There were 33
key civic offices in Halifax each year between 1842 and 1849:
mayor, recorder, mershal, six aldermen, 12 common councilmen,
12 city essessors. All but the recorder and marshal were
elected. There were never more than three Irish Catholics
among the 33 through the 1840's. The following list, com-
piled from various almenacs of the period, indicates the
position year by year:

1842 - Edwerd Kenny, ward 2 alderman; finished out the
mayor's term

1843, 1844 - nil

1845 - Gregory Dwyer, ward 1 assessor; Patrick Mzhoney, ward
2 assessor |

1846 - Deniel Creamer, ward 5 common councilman

1847 - Thomas Ring, ward 4 councilman; Creamer (as 1846);
T.S. Tobin, ward L4 assessor

1848-18,9 - Thomas Ring, ward 4 common councilman,

There were 26l positions (@ 33 per annum for eight yeers) to

be filled, and the Irish Cetholics filled only nine of them, =

with six men accomplishing even that limited representation.

The Irish Catholics proportionztely should have held ten

times as many oositions for their oopuletion.
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There is no mystery why the Irish did not take a
larger share of the offices following incorvoration of Halifax
City. They were generally not well enough orf to qualify
as voters, aldermen or councilmen. The 'Act to Incoroorate
the Town of Halifax' provided thet, spart from the first
civic election, the only voters in civic contests would have
to own or occupy in their own right a house, warehouse, field,
wharf or shop valued at £20 per year, while common council-
men must have similar property valued at £30, and a real or
personal estate of £500. The mayor and aldermen were re-
stricted to those worth £50 a year, and & real or personel
estate of £lOOO.264

The nearest existing complete valuation of Halifex
to 1841 is that of 1836. With the warning that they were
five years out of date by the city's incorporation, end can
only give general and very tentative impressions of what the
situation was by 1842, when the first civic election took
place under the full regulations, what do they tell us? In
1836 only 360 Irish Catholics were owners or occupants in
their own righg of any oroperty et all, out of 2329 such per-
sons (15.5;‘5).205 Of the 360 only about 100 were eligible to
vote in & civic election., Of these voters only 41 could have

stood for office, and of the 41 only eight were eligible

2645tatutes of Nova Scotia, 1841, c¢.55, sections
8, 20 and 19, respectively.

26
AN, 8., B0, 35, Serdes 'A', Vol. 3, Ne, 12.
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to be aldermen or mayor. As one of the eight wzs zn 2alder-
men, and five of the 41 were common councilmen or assessors,
the Irish Catholics (if under-renresented) were zt lezst
participating. The grave injustice here was not ethnic or
religious; it was the undemocratic nzture of the civic
franchise. This reflected the fact that the bill wss a
compromise between the suvbporters of the old and the agi-
tators for the new. Joseph Howe, for examnle, felt it wes
essential t06 ive the '"middle orders' their savy in civic
government,2 eand that too much extremism in seeking reform
could result in no reform at all. It wzs the old tale of
helf a loaf being preferable to none.

There was a general disapnointment in Halifax when
the reformed city government did not result in a2ll thet the
ordinary citizens had hooed for, The compromise would have
to be destroyved, and a much fuller measure of nublic en-
franchisement sought. The Irish Catholics were part of that
campaign., At a Repeal meeting in 1845, William Skerry and
Pztrick Walsh won unanimous acceptance of a resolution
demanding that Irish Catholics were "fully entitled to parti-
cipate . . . in the enjoyment of 511 Civil Rizhts and . . .
that our enjoyment of the Elective Frenchise is es dear to

267

us 2s . . . any other class of our fellow-Religionists."

266yovascotian, 11 Mer. 1841. This is a good
example of Howe's underlying Whiggery.

207The Sun, 11 Aug. 1845.
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The interesting ssvect of this situation is thst
the lrisnh Catholics of Haelifsx, as some others in the city,
found themselves very little further zhead following the act
of incorporstion. They were tnen obliged to help to over-
turn the provincial administration if they were to gain the
advezntages in local government which they wished to acquire:
broader franchise to enable them to vote and to serve as
elected members. The focus of Irish Catholic political action
thus tended to become provincial rether then civic.

Nova Scotians and Irishmen

Attention has been directed to the existence of a
Nova Scotien oligarchy in the 1830's. It will be recelled
that this clique was made un of Anglicen officials, lewyers,
and merchants concentrated in Halifax, the seat of political
power in Nova Scotia under the colonial regime. The person-
nel of the oligarchy were of two czlibres: the 'small fry'
of loczl officialdom as previously noticed when we looked
at Halifax civic government prior to 1841 (or even 1848);
and the 'big fish' -- Councillors and the major provincial
government anvointees, such as sheriffs, and collectors
of excise or customs. Most of Nova Scotig's political his-
tory between 1835 and 1848 is related to the efforts of the
Reformers to oust the local end provincial oligéerchies, and
to the counter-moves of the privileged clesses to retain

their nearly monopolistic grip on whrst they had controlled
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for so long.

The Reformers were drewn from verious parts of the
province eand from several religious end ethnic beckgrounds.
In & rather generzl sort of way there were perts of the pro-
vince which gave majority support to Reform, nemely, Cepe
Breton Islsnd, the three easternmost (Guysborough, Sydney
and Pictou) and three westernmost (Digby, Ysrmouth, and
Shelburne) counties, and Halifaex. Cepe Breton and much of
the neighbouring meinlend wes Scottish, while the western
end of the province wes peopled mzinly by people originally
from the srea of the United States, with some Acedien settle-
ment as well., These areas had in common a mejority of
Dissenters -- members of the Protestant denominstions other
than the established Church of England., Halifax wes the ex-
ception in that its people included the lrish Catholics in
lerge numbers. The political balance of the province between
Reformers and Tories was so finely drawn at times &s to meke
the retention of the Halifex sests the key to & mejority in
the Assembly. Helifex, it should also be noted, wes the
place of tirth or resisdence of six of the seven Reform
lezders in the Assembly of 1840: William Annend, Lawrence
O'Connor Doyle, Joseph Howe, Jemes lMcNab, Jsmes B. Uniacke,

end Willaim Young. Only Herbert Huntington of Yarmouth
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These events are trezted by W. Ross Livingston,
Responsible Government in Nove Scotia (Iowa City: University
of Iowa, 1930), 47-236. The oligerchy is fully described by
Punch, "The Halifax Connection", 60-147.




was not a Hsligonian in any sense whetever. Doyle, Uniecke
and Young represented Cape Breton constituencies, but remsined
in every other sense Heligoniens. They were lawyers, while
Joseph Howe and William Annend were journalists. lMcNeb and
many of the supporting memters were merchents heving interests
outside the Halifex area, while Hugg;ngton wes & combinstion

of farmer, teacher, and shipowner,

When the Novascotien printed & letter to the editor,

signed 'The People', early in 1835, it proved to be the first
volley in a lorg running battle for control of the government
of Nove Scotia. The article expressed very well the sense of
frustration then felt_by meny Nova Scotisns sbout the pro-
vincial administration.

In a young and poor country, where the sons of
rich and favoured families zlone receive educa-
tion at the pubtlic expense--where the many must
toil to support the extortions end exactions of

8 few; where the hard earnings of the people ere
lavished on an aristocracy, who repsy their ill-
timed generosity with contempt and insult; it
recuires no ordinsry nerve in men of moderate cir-
cumstances and humtle pretensions, to stend for-
werd end boldly protest against measure§78hich are
fest working the ruin of this Province.

This letter led to &n action being teken ageinst the editor
of the newspeper, Joseph Howe, for publishing & libel. The
public notice thet Howe's trisl, speech, end acouittel won

for him was reflected by Howe's election to the Legisleture

2698ased on informstion.in Novse Scotie's M.L.A.'s

1758-1958 (Helifex: P.AN.S., 1658).
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Novascotien, 1 Jan, 1835, 'The People' wes
George Thompson,




175

in November 1836. His presence geve &n enimrticon end o
focus to the perty seeking chéenges in the system.27l The
election of 1836 wes importent in giving Howe and severel
other self-proclaimed Reformers some control of the pro-
vinciel Assembly.

The psrty that grew up around Howe sought & change
in the structure and methods of government, These Reformers
espired to teke the administretion from the hands of the few
end meke room for new men with new ideas. "The fundementel
guestion . . . was whether the government could be made to
hermcnize with the growing democratic life of the province
without . . . disrupting the Empire."272 The first step in
carrying out this ambitious overhaul wes for the Reformers to
reproduce in Nova Scotie sufficient of the mechenisms of the
British home government to enable the Reformers to put the
oligerchy out of its overweening power. The outcome of this
'evolution to popular control' would be 2 system of government,
es thet of Britein herself, in which the executive authority
was subject to the approbation of a legislative body which
hed the right to force the exeéutive tc resign if the legisle-
tive tody did not approve of its ections. In other words,

there wes to be 'responsible' government. Chéenges along

these lines would advence the interests of 2ll the grouns

271 ’
Livingston, Responsible Government in Novs
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in society who could not participete within the old system
of oligarchy. The Irish Catholics fell slmost completely
into the category of the constant 'outs',

The lrish Catholics were growing in numbers and
they were moving gradually towards a better economic position
in the community. Those who had been torn here, or who had
lived in Helifex for many years, felt they had & steke in
the town &nd its government end development. The ideas of
the Reformers seemed eminently suited to the needs and desires
of the Irish Catholics, who could see thet — unaided — they
could not wrest control from the oligarchy. Here were the
Reformers offering a platform with which the lrish could make
common cause, Howe's Twelve Resolutions of the session of
1837 give & good ides of what the Reformers wanted, in general
ter'ms.273 Those attecking the exclusive power of the oli-
gerchy would appeel to the Irish as the removal of this power
would open the way to Irish advencement. Those resolutions
(4, 5 and 6) which assailed Anglican privilege would flatter
the religious sentiments of the Catholics, while the resolu-
tion (3) celling for a !'just and liberal' system of educetion
would have accorded well with Irish Catholics' interests,
What the expression 'just and libersl' mesnt in practicel

terms was another metter for future resolution. For the time

273
Joseph Andrew Chisholm, ed., The Speeches and
Public Letters of Joseph Howe (Halifex: The Chronicle
Publishing Compeny, Limited, 1909), 112-115.
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being, the Irish could ally with the Reformers egeinst the
vested interests of the coloniel oligerchy of predominantly
Anglo-Saxon merchants and lawyers. Whet emerged in Novs
Scotia in 1837 wes not & merger of Liberel Reformers end
Irish Catholics. 1Instead these grouns formed 2 coalition
within which the Irish retsined & sepercte identity.27LF

Irish support for the Reformers quickly became o
significant fector in provincial politics. There were 1}
or 15 Irish Catholics among the 63 members of the Reform

75

committee in Halifax in 1840, Only one wes included among
the 50 members of the Tory committee.276 The Reform Party et
Halifax enjoyed large Irish Catholic support in the election
cempaign of 1840, a contrest to the situstion in 1836, when
the highly-respected Michael Totin, Sr., had been nomineated
in the Tory interest, and another Irish Catholic, John Skerry,
had nominated the Tory squire from Middle Musquodoboit,

Henry A. Gladwin.277 The partisan lines were still being
drawn in 1836. Four years later matters were much clearer.

In 1840, the Tory newsvaper, The Times, carried e

letter signed 'Sat', which mentioned that a Reform parade

271"Sut:herla\nd, "J.W. Johnston," 165-166,

275Novascotian, 29 Oet, 1840,°Cf., Table IX, 'supra,
for their names. '

276Acadian Recorder, 31 Oct. 1840. The one Irish-
Catholic was James Mahony, shoemaker.

277

Novascotian, 17 Nov. 1836.
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through town had been led by three candidates who were be-
lieved to be Presbyterians /Annand, McNab and Howe were the
three/. Instead of stopoping end giving three cheers in front
of their own church they went around the corner znd geve the
ovation to the Catholic chavel, 'Sat' felt thet was a good
indication of who controlled the Reform Perty in Halifax.278
'Sat' was grenting too much to the Cetholics. They did not
control the Reform movement, but they were necessary for its
success. The Reformers could not afford to let the Catholics
supoort the Tory candidates, and therefore had to concilizte
the lrish Catholic electorate sufficiently to keep its good
will., It was a cuestion of weight. The Reform candidates
were all four of them Protestants; the giving of three cheers
to a Cetholic masshouse merely constituted part of zn ex-
change for perhaps 20-25% of the townshiv vote.

The 1840 election result, based on the 4C shilling
freeholders' franchise (which was wider than that first used
in the city in the 1840's), showed the necessity of holding
lrish Catholic support. The published returns were as
f‘ollows:279
Township (2 members): James McNab, Reformer, 716 (elected)

Thomas Forrester, Reformer, 542 (elected)
Alexander Keith, Tory, 355
County (2 members): Josenh Howe, Reformer, 1085 (elected)

William Annand, Reformer, 923 (elected)
Beamish Murdoch, Tory, 506.

T8k 4 penas " T0 NOY. 1840,

279Acadian Recorder, 14 Nov. 1840,
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In the township 1613 votes were teken, While two members
were chosen and each voter could declere himsel{ for two
candidates, there were many plumpers (i.e., votes for one
candidate only). Allowing for that, if even 1000 individuals
voted and the Irish Cetholics were as few as 20%, the lstter
controlled 200 voters who cast-as many as 320 votes. If es
few as 100 of these were teken from Forrester snd given to
Keith, the latter would have won. And that tzkes everything
at a minimum; an lrish Catholic landslide to Keith could have
left Keith's and Forrester's vote tallies reversed, 1n the
county results the same alteration of support would have
elected Murdoch. The Reformers needed lrish Catholic votes
to win two of the four seats in question. Yet, it is plain
that an Irish Catholic candidate relying solely on his own
ethnic and denominational constituency would have had no
chance to win election. The Irish, then, were not so much
working for the Reformers or the Church as for their poli-
ticel advantage as a body of voters. 'A Catholic' dealt with
pert of this matter in a letter to the press just after the
elections, when he asked whether it followed "that beccuse
the Irish population are zlmost to a man Reformers, thet
necessarily they are so from a desire to elevate and

280
strengthen their Church?"
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Ibid., 5 Dec. 1840.
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In the mind of 'A Catholic' the znswer was negative
or else he would never have reised the question in those
terms at all. The explanation is that the Irish were growingz
more assertive, and they knew very well that their concentre-
tion in Halifax conferred on them 2 strategic advantage in
the political system, Having supported the Reformers in 1840
end having shown that the lrish vote en bloc was significent,
the Irish would wish to have one of their own vpeople stand as
a candidate before long. The fact that Lawrence Doyle lost
his Arichat seat in 1840 meant that, come the next election,
an lrish Catholic candidate of good qualifications would bve
aveilable to run for a Halifax seat.

Catholic Irish exvectations mey have risen when 2
bye-election was held in Halifax to fill the seat left veacant
by the death of the Reformer, Thomas Forrester,ZSl on 15
November 1841. Instead of offering the seat to the Irish
Catholics, however, the Reformers nominzted William Steairs,

a merchant of Protestant and remotely-Irish ancestry. Stairs
was elected without opposition. The logicel Reform candi-
date was probably Lawrence O'Connor Doyle, but he was not
nominated. Since Mrs, Doyle was then mortally ill, it is

conceivaole that Doyle for personal reasons had declined to

28lyova Scotia's M.L.A.'s 1758-1958, 124-125.
A native Haligonian of fairly obscure origins, he had fought*
for the incorvoration of Halifsex City, and had opposed the
policy of the banks concerning specie payments. He wes
described as being a "Whig Radical'.
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stand. Whatever Doyle's situation and feelings about the
matter, subsequent events reveal that some Irish Catholics
resented the failure to nominate Doyle,

As the election of 1843 drew near there were
signs that the alliance between the Protestant Reformers
and the Catholic Irish was breaking down. In September 1843,

the Novsscotian took issue with remarks in The Regzister which

had spoken of the Irish having to bare their shoulders while

they were lashed into quiet subjec