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Goals of the Historic Nova Scotia project

● Make Nova Scotia history accessible
● Showcase our many museums, archives, and heritage 

organizations
● Provide a platform for communities to share their stories
● Offer a diverse understanding of Nova Scotia’s history 

and ways of interpreting the past
● Be a teaching tool – primary-source research skills, 

writing public history, local history knowledge



Who is part of the Historic Nova Scotia project?

Advisory Group

Project Director and Staff

Project Partners

Research Network

Contributors



Collaboration is key! 

Partner organizations: 
Beaton Institute 
Centre Acadien, Université Sainte-Anne
Council of Nova Scotia Archives
Dalhousie University Libraries
Eastern Shore Archives
Halifax Municipal Archives
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia Archives
Nova Scotia Museum
Royal Nova Scotia Historical Society

Plus many more contributors!



Project Overview and background 

Based on a Curatescape platform (https://curatescape.org)

• Phase 1: Pilot phase (2017-2018): Initial story development, 
partnership development, advisory group formation

• Phase 2 (2018-2019): policy/content development and 
contributor engagement, communications planning 

• Phase 3 (2019-Present): Further story development, 
diversifying content, growing partnerships, communications



Funding

2017-2018 - Strategic Development Initiatives (Department of 
Communities, Culture, and Heritage) - Pilot phase

2018-2019 - Culture Innovation Fund (Department of 
Communities, Culture, and Heritage)

2019-2020 - Culture Innovation Fund (Department of 
Communities, Culture, and Heritage); Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Explore grant 



What is digital storytelling?

“...digital storytelling is characterized by interactivity, 
nonlinearity, flexible outcomes, user participation, even 
co-creation. Such affordances may be disruptive to traditional 
humanities scholars accustomed to working alone, with 
physical objects, and following established theoretical 
guidelines. However, they may be quite appealing to those 
seeking new opportunities for cross-disciplinary, iterative 
approaches to practice-based humanities scholarship and 
pedagogy.” 

John F. Barber, “Digital storytelling: New opportunities for humanities 
scholarship and pedagogy,” Cogent Arts & Humanities (2016), 3: 1181037



What is a Historic Nova Scotia story?



A story’s core elements:

● 300-700-word essay about a place, person, or event in 
Nova Scotia’s history 

● Written for a broad audience (~grade 10 reading level)
● Can be pinned to a single location on the map
● Includes 3-10 images typically from the holdings 

archives, museums, or heritage organizations



Who contributes stories?



Cultural heritage organizations: 
Archives, Museums, Historical 
Societies, Libraries



Cultural heritage organizations: 
Archives, Museums, Historical 
Societies, Libraries



Staff or Volunteers at Cultural 
Heritage Organizations 



Local Historians



Local Historians



University Students



Benefits of contributing for heritage organizations
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Online

Physical

Provided by W. Ryan Dodge, former Digital Engagement Strategist for the Royal Ontario Museum
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● Publish stories from more 
archives, museums, and heritage 
organizations with an emphasis 
on small institutions

● Make Historic Nova Scotia 
bilingual! 

● More African Nova Scotian and 
Mi’kmaw stories

● Establish With university partners, 
develop HNS “hubs” in different 
regions of the province

Future directions for the Historic Nova Scotia project
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Questions?
info@historicnovascotia.ca

Check out the site! 
https://historicnovascotia.ca

Download our free app! 
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