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The 2009 Conference of the Society 

held at Ryerson University in May 2009 

explored the theme “From theory into 

practice: thinking critically about archi-

tecture, history and theory.” The papers 

included in this issue of the Journal are a 

selection of presentations from the meet-

ing, which addressed a range of issues 

under that theme. 

Alena Prochazka’s Lambert Prize-winning 

thesis, summarized here, addresses ten-

sions between architectural innovation 

and continuity in Montreal. Developing 

the theme of the “Montrealness of 

Montreal” originally advanced by archi-

tect Melvin Charney in 1980, the author 

postulates that Montreal’s contemporary 

architectural energy derives from the cap-

acity of its architects to innovate while 

respecting established traditions and 

paradigms. 

Innovation is the theme of two papers 

which address contemporary architecture 

in Toronto and the development of that 

city’s design culture. George Baird con-

textualizes the apparent tensions found 

on Toronto’s architectural scene, where 

a number of recent high-profile projects 

have been designed by architectural firms 

based elsewhere. Noting that Toronto’s 

architectural culture has continually been 

nurtured and enriched by the arrival of 

architects “from away,” he suggests that 

the real issue is one of the long-term con-

tribution to the city and its built environ-

ment of those architects who come from 

elsewhere, but chose to make Toronto 

their homes, and the concomitant imprint 

that such a decision may have on the city 

and its culture. Imen Ben Jemia presents 
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an in-depth exploration of one recent 

project—the competition for the addition 

to the Royal Ontario Museum—and the 

imagery utilized by designers in promot-

ing their specific design approach to the 

jury. In this case, city referents are intrin-

sic to the architectural dialogue engaged 

in by competition entrants.

Since its inception in 1974, the SSAC has 

been the venue for explorations of the 

role of the built environment in Canadian 

society. Such explorations have been at 

the site-specific or local level, while others 

have addressed broad themes and sub-

jects. Such is certainly the case with this 

year’s papers. Elsa Lam’s Martin Eli Weil 

Prize paper, which was presented at the 

conference and published previously in 

vol. 35, no. 1, provides valuable insight 

into the role played by Canadian Pacific 

Railway’s “ready-made farms program” 

and the ways such a program shaped 

the cultural landscape of the prairies in 

the early part of the twentieth century. 

In awarding the prize, the Society sadly 

marked the passing of Martin Eli Weil, a 

founding member of the SSAC and the 

sponsor of this award, who died earlier 

in 2009. 

The breadth of investigations by Society 

members is explored in other papers, 

presented at the conference and pub-

lished here. Jennifer McKendry’s in-depth 

reassessment of one building in Kingston, 

Elizabeth Cottage, its history and the 

provenance of the gothic revival in this 

building demonstrates the importance 

of building research and documentation 

in support of local identity, history, and 

urban fabric. By contrast, Marie-Dina 

Salvione’s approach to the use and role of 

light in modern churches utilizes experi-

ential and phenomenological readings 

to assess the place of luminosity in mod-

ern sacred spaces. Marybeth McTeague 

unpacks the complex dynamics at work in 

the founding of the Ryerson Polytechnic 

Institute, the conference venue. Her 

paper outlines the significant place held 

by ideology in shaping the built form of 

the campus in the 1940s and 1950s. 

The interplay between the built environ-

ment and culture, interpreted through 

heritage studies, remains as an under-

lying theme of the Society’s explorations. 

Lucie K. Morriset continues a discussion 

started in Montreal in 2007 on the mean-

ing of “heritage” and the understanding 

of heritage values. In this issue she initiates 

a dialogue which explores language and 

ways in which it shapes an understanding 

of meaning in heritage. Her essay pro-

vokes further investigation, which, it is 

hoped, will continue to enliven debates 

at future meetings of the Society.

This issue of the Journal also features the 

report from Parks Canada to the Historic 

Sites and Monuments Board of Canada, 

prepared by Andrew Waldron, outgoing 

president of the SSAC. The report out-

lines the rationale for the Board’s 2006 

nomination of the Manitoba Theatre 

Centre and its subsequent designation 

as a National Historic Site in 2009. It is 

certainly laudable to see buildings repre-

senting significant moments in Canada’s 

postwar architecture being recognized 

nationally and the ongoing support of 

Parks Canada to the SSAC is gratefully 

acknowledged.

The Parks Canada report, the 2009 SSAC 

conference papers, and the selection 

presented here from that event under-

score the vitality of current investigations 

in architecture in Canada. In organizing 

the conference sessions and preparing 

this issue of the Journal, the following 

groups and individuals are acknowledged 

and thanked: Ryerson University, Ontario 

Ministry of Culture, Canadian Forum for 

Public Research on Heritage, Institut du 

Patrimoine, Parks Canada, DOCOMOMO, 

Toronto Society of Architects, Ontario 

College of Art and Design, York University, 

Dalhousie University, Canadian Society 

of Decorative Arts, Spacing Toronto, 

Université Laval, Université de Québec à 

Montréal, Library and Archives Canada; 

members of the conference scientific 

committee and reviewers for the Journal: 

Christine Boyanowski, Kelly Crossman, 

François Dufaux, June Komisar, Rhodri 

Windsor Liscombe, Steven Mannell, Marco 

Polo, Marie-Josée Therrien, Marybeth 

McTeague and Masha Etkind.
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