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Tb ~ o di.if.:ul\ book that dcmond. much ol. !he rudtr'o own crcotivc im:oginatioo, but 
uorich""'* thot b .. rnudl «>tivc.."lt ,., wdl fmd • pb«c m dw:: h.....-yci.Yn..:!t.a 

limlurcbcuuocof iu beomy anJ "ulny, t<>l><hing ao it clueo the rnystcric< of rn:on"o 
opn<nJ.J.nr h1< fdlowo or confrontnl ,.,.;\h tht oup<rn:~<ural, and aho bcaUJe ol iu 

....nl ud mming uoc ol nood<rn IO<Iioo:al tfd>mquo. Snmc mtght all TA~ Do.lk 
U~o""'·d,li....,iC>nll"r>ti •r•ntldUlog<><umprO$C;l•h<>uldprdcrwcal1 naprooe­

,.....txa....,;u ... yu lilc ,.,..,.,., po•:uy"• inoighu 11>11 brc .... , \W: m""b ol '""' 
_.,..ningfuiJ"X"1.tLStnc\ll<><lio"1>yind.r,..,iun10hnddtr<ctiunuut"'. OfcourJ< 
l~oillDI:igl.:m1lllucturcuiplo<:IK>kntl'\"coUO<•:.•rtrtit-om....-.kr,oocduction, 
..... flllldw::mootunp<><Unttlnngrn htcnturc,~nd•n thi•boot,,.BOl<ho-cr ... lc 
~in <h<moch .. but t><hct wh>t 1""'1'1< think an.! led oboot whit they 00 onJ about 
flitnluppaa10tl>cm. hhaoof'lot.butlhclko.hond<hctcarching'l'u"it oilhcboot. 

Oo• IIOOlmbuh ,.·hiJI flow th.....,gh 11--oorn<tuna lluing 01.11 '" smldtn mcan •ng. ~ 
<i.lp.,.·inglikctr<amafur .. <bronchinJt<>"""-h<ll..lw::t<r<rt. Somcti~d><oym­

w.,......lilethc~rb<>lahook.l<l<r\C\,mntheytouch•nd~lod<by. Oftcnthqochango: 
.... .,..ai<tg 11 thtngo and wotds ond f'<''!'l< du in life, «<:m•ng for Ill <nstoll\ «> hwk 
_,..po(>{liicuttlr.<th,Mlm< ~<>< lr~r.or......,.,Jk>t)·lur,...,l) t<>twiooi"'""T 
...... .....,<tChernllgmawtthomoth"•wing. 

llutil, lllllollll,,..< hri.rfiygl:t""cat <i><bonVOiri>CI~rculn<nl.,o>OMol lloc 
.....,.lcdu-d••d.cbonroltU<fUt<'-'fthcfo>hlochadlw<d<od,,.c.t..Udonulum• 
•~ booir."s m<anmg. h bt~'"' wi1h o cut nf ch•ract<ro who .. ,. non>Cd but only 
,....., iad.•t<haali>cd SoMt ll<C rd•tcd by 1-....J ot by marrial:~• oorrw: tr< ""'• bt.>t 
........ h.,rtgordeoJ, ~rcl>rou~ht willy-n•Hy ia<<> hun~an rdatiun•hip I')' the"'"""· 
4o olJ bdy li>e> with her ""' on.d ,!;.ught<r J.omn and Grw. Anal her Mlll, Wi!IWP, 

.ibcltiJJlcsowif<Anl...ell<lllota""Y· ~ .. cothcrhowt:hald<nc>tby:thotaf 

•urt>..llk 11~. 111 shcil• w.,..,. T~~tun~a: \kCidt...rul11>11 S<enn. 19'59. Pp. 
11~. Popcr. 1!.75; <loth, $3.9'1. 



Fdd: Proop<t Mwho oiu lilu! <he round world all <CDtred in ol>df', """-.......a~~, MfC, 
l.ubcukmhcudfao>dthcirchilWenoo<herooiuceofTheophil-----'hougbsho:wl 
relurn bcfoK t!Y play ol boit and hook i1 cndcd; 1ha1 of the widow Wagncr md .,. • 
and bec daughw Lmchm. And <here iJ li:op who wandcn lool"ng about aod "p.,iif 
..uhlhcgloryoflhc...,.)dM. AUU....Ji,.,inafoldofthcch.ilb'-"...,-.......uy ....... 

Cof-"• .,.,~. We ""' allow<d 10 vio,..lw: f<ICI<o. pri<kly pcoro, ocnob e~nl<. 1 ... 

rood,oer .. k,o 1"-•d.eollondlup<lowhi<b raoncomu, ont<riorothat h .. clampoiOO.I 
andtobcdcoMd;hutinaocnocthcloc:alciolhtlandolE•·cryrnanf)lrilifNo~ 

l..ond(fuo:noma,andlll>pbc:<lloo..w.duolloiudf).lntbetb.rdliDI:ofth. .... 
Jamo:s"'linloomurtltthio...otbcr,andoiY.aisroxnpktcdinohcfUthJ.m... !M 
.,.0. ,...J,ty OU>d ohc hoo-ror of oh:ot<ked ",-~Ued. u if ID AY that noxtU ,...._ 
;. quite rro! until iu conK<Jurn< .. ••• ociud \ry the mind ...,d the opirit. j"""' .. 
rnuttkred as an a<1 of dof.aneo: and lot frNdom from ohe ol.tl bdy w"""'" l)'r&ODf b.:! 
him and his oist.,- w thnH {'""Thii is my dol- You11 - fish today~); ;uod 11 ., 1114 
frNdom and on lw ,..,..h f01r hfo, ~10 drink fi<o: inoo biJ dark..,..~, loc hu """aad 
chcn.HiJacunlft«<Omhavo.l.Nhlehookn:lhirn.lleflceofroonthc~ 

olhisd....Json<l lr'-"'>hinutlf. FOliho::lirSI<irn.,inhiolifohrfedsquitralooo:'1oo:olt 
llickofagirl"olwodfr .. ohiPifmmftttdoon". llcrtouroutoa'-"'burntoollloo:$. 
!YC<KIOCOho<ktoLmchto>oD<lU>tlocitdUidondhcw~lbuilda-brome. ...,.,. 
.. idt,.th.Wido>wwa,.,..'•OO,olhorn..-lf,iotrucof)o....,.:~hck""'dwbo: 

hocomeosh andbol""n intoalightilut burnedbutrl"l""' dnu"YM- Symbols,J. 
.nd dukncu )'<riDC>« 1bo honk. l.i~ht and fir<: opf'O'< darlrncu. but fire no 
da.tba,~l••lofe. hl.-iDgs<loathiOfomeo"•;..-rOn:to. lnoluor.....U 
where hcr nxuh<r hod.....- o:lomiAJ«d alld tyranniud and where Grcto h>d 
and .. -.uc-d in fru&~roo.--d WQmanhoud. nnw •hcwould OO.nonote . 

. ~.:=~:::.::: :.~:~;~~.:~::.:.:~~ ~ = 
olo<U,,..,..., ""'"'""'""'_..,. """"'tlo<air"••--..o lik<a,... 
~lldaood-d.:.Jo'o""~"~'--' ... '""....., 

llut )ornci ond l.tno:hen"o r<nde>.muo with life ond o.hcir hcgelung of a child 
home on hor htr own b.rrcn frustration oncl ohc {..,), lhc weight olllothing in hot 
SIY><!t>liretoh<rhou><ancldKsinio. ("lligbtlhcbmpointbishou><-.~­

Aid 10 An~<d). Fd" Prto~pa f..ba food in the """'I< ~DJ e~IS il, hut he h.o 
oorncthingnwwcthanfdi<ity· 

llo ~,,..,,..,, .. , hoh '~""'"'" h~ O.od. F1ooh """"''"'"''"''""'"'"pl.l.bof 
-F.fuwitl.od.,.U,"olo.>ol.....,j,..,l&!i: 

Toalltbo::o. n><n o<!d wumc:n.dCI'h ond"' <01.-dato•clok. murder ;uod oh<botthll. 
chiiJ,b.."sornc<hinguouy 

The louN< ha• an crigrarh ..-hi,h oJ ntro<1c-d from;,. own'""'' 



IWII-l.....,,bow,.,.eu'=llob<P><J""•""'*UI<lloold­
"- n..t•Mo.Y"*fMIO<tlooi'-Jl""'""'-·""'~- n..til ,. .............. ""'t-r,.....,.,•-""'""'· 

WMil!boP,.Y1 Wkatutbchook' And "'kalon:lhcd..rknc<~ond fwl 
_ ... wo dot tadrrs are ~ng h<hed for, llt1d oymt.:Jio are tbc ball and 1hc lure. ADd 
....,Sy- tbc tn<kn on: fJShtng 10(1, cauing for s~mbols and trying to hoctlt their 
....... ll><~bolo~bo<C~~J>eplurtilgnsaiKI~nwckaftcaught~wc 
.. f..dthol~h.:ovo:hoctltnl~ 1\nt-idan:ocr.upbytbcoymbolsudtbt 
...._..mbcdtow<lfromth<tn:bctwocnglo.yondfcar,binhand<k:alh, ..... tullDd 
...... I.Jbr and .Wknao. r-eo- aDd nnpi.,..., freodom and ocrvitude, m name 1 

.... Toholdooymbolf:utis!ikctrylngto.boiJP........,tbcoWnw.oftbcoa.. /u"'f'e 

.- .. ""'""'ou•>d• .. •kat.ul<:dbydtfttrr,,<kar.octcto,l"-'•Jmbols,...1rn<:andtf· 
ltltD!dtio.g~and thatc•rn to tbcu""' per.- thq m~yo!t<r thoU meaning., thot 
J•••Oomcunu~nttS<kong<. In fort tbtJ>layofthcoyrnbolsin tbchoolr. paralldlt.hc 
....... n::ktianolnourli\atO<>f'<tionct:. llutt<> .. fthOithcOJmbolomoyr.h.an&< 
tritfRio-IU"'fth:ottlqlork.....tcr\1"'E""""'iag.llytnthqar<:wtmnln 
t. ""''"'' iat<> a waf dlect tll.at fudo the Kll<l<r into hinudf aad lhrn wt...,d 
......r "hat. 11 <>lh<r thaD him>di. As Ut the """' of a ltK'"' work. K•~l U.r, whicb 
7tt ().,,,!Jk 11~ in IOn!< potPU rormble, diffmnt r<atlcn will 001 tU< idrntical 
.....,.fu>mn,butwh.:ottheylakewillha•·••c..onmor~dtnonunatQrt>fmcaning. 

lllo.llomt~r<:taglance. forouruplco. ottwuofthecrmrollf"'bob otlhrir ......!r: 
lit Q W, fU'••l and .... ur. 1'brtc " • <r«:k tw~ntng oh..Unw <hrc•u~k • porchcd 
\MotUflning,.al<rondlim>gftohinir.~:unOitbtdrouj!b:. MmfisbU.tbtacdt.,but 
irn..dath<y fuh> An old lody, fuhtng, is OOdl by n»ny. Sb, io dca<~ "bU<n >nto 
W",hlll<rill>hcliollnaadotdlohoi•Ke<tfn.bing·w;thaooncentrat<:dfua<tlJ". 

WGodlt.ool--""'"llrr·-ltooldoot:-""'lat!t'l,..uJMirn...., 
dfl"'J'"!'tllcbloo"""""'tt41.<-..,.P"l"'·'"'"''-._.....,. 

..., . .,.., ... - ... w-w ................ ~---·~ 

...,...,"':!!:,.dr,wool,..,..llhtllcl>o<b"h<to'loef>r<Jtit"'--

poopk tlunk Lhc;, diffcrmt tho..~;hu about hn u1hey "•tth her..- <hink o{ 

~ ::: .:.~·~~ ~:. ·: ;d-;: ~~ ~7'..!:! ~~- ~~! ~ :::~ ~:u,!'~! 
sbt'o.,..alound" ••. "fo<bingupitr<:At'rttoolxOOb1ttW'hcn::obo::'o«~~n<lo 

"-<i<h<h~ls." Th~JOUr«1 Ilot>«~ Tiocoldladyisarcvmant,bur:llhc:iJD<I 

... ..oadr:nngdoud ofoctopl.um; ohe is •• in"""'"""'"! bollodo • W<llnlln wbo if 
\llltlwhoto~«:nli>lting,wbobtnio_, haldingaco!<holfuh <lun...,otiffand 
Aoolwfllhed,nhlcandoowohcfi>hciOiil!<ntht.cyaoftbcliviag. o..d. 

k-o a 'f"'hoo ~ wnk dQth. ''1"bc cowo would <um their taill tn t..,. 



and ouncb mar ru.Jc. tJghL Tl>ty'd """ '""" l"inglko.b froo:n he-r u she'd """""'.,. 
frcm gohcn.~ 

Andwlu.<>JI.b<wa<cronwbio:h.befi>"""~ Woterillii~IOI.b<pord>odllllll .. 
ID'" <nhoi•W>tl. h " ruruung low on tl>c crcck, ""11 would be h;mlly up w <hc or>klt.." 
But wa«rcaa bttomcdta<htoo. Ar>.,anonloolut, 

ki!O..!hi<O.n~lht.,.plt,...tku ...... o/Lio.""'h.. U..tb ._ .. ....., .._, __ ....... 
Sheroooeohcrch•ni<IUnat3tlhcthc>ugh<.''l"oouchd>.ingwuldh..pPen-'Tho._ 
wu df)'mg IDI"'-sy.~ (1lto: dwblc book. If u dna up, drought brmgo .leach; but ... 
ilunOathlcokingfr<lmthc«ntreofth.e<1Jthandroi>ingai:lo>tWioins ••. )AIII 
Ar.t ~o wbue wa~er started. Loter, ~ ..... mne:mbcrod how she-'d thought of,.. 
osadcath ... .,;whcr"'odt~a .. w w.ccr issuin& &om 111l<i<• thcburnrd~ll 
l•n ... ihau ... •lu.• badbtt:nU...ol.d IAdr'• hauor.andGmo't. 

lluttq"""'"'ll""f"ndingoym.bohfromlh<ircon<aliohkcscpuatil!goiotfl 
feoturaofaman'of...:..o,.-ayfi'Oitlhioupr .. oon. ,.,...dfe<UI'CtyntbQisltaprn. 
omhuohondtakcbyJulpri.._ Tlor)O<e"u'·tniniOolbi<klelltUJeofghD<U>J~ 
Aller drought ouxm comc:t and thu..O.. opnko10 ~my xnanl K>p~ •• Jn the Old T­
m<'Dti'<>Ktspokctojorub. ""CoyOic""Uobr"""rngpra«~<<<Xdoomovuth< ... 

whidthclw~DaikhllpaiUitll'-<lfhcilaPuwer"whon:achnoutrcO..:Wglory'',. 
may brtng <klwn "<booe who <ling to the f<l<h~ 0< ,..ho may ·.., o n>ort'o f... 01"' 
~~. "l'hedwaclcnbcg•n«>piaythOrparts-«r.uherwh•c•l'<l"" 
thcirdonin«,_."undcrCo)'ot<'ocyc",an<.IC.,..c,-.......,niota,al.,...f' 
un«<r~, mdo lhc book ...,th lhc ... u,ng of Ius «ty v01«. Dumb crcalureo (orMl 
Cre>t()r/)opc;ok.i{wcha~-onutDhnr. 

Wlu.t paU<1'n nu1 ,_ b01~ cought ... hen the dol>«' <11 eh.: oymhoh b:ar 
S)·mholo un II'OillfiJI"" conapu and bring them ioto o world of hgln. Thu 
doanoo .. Uh toclu.ogc•hanback•orooo:q><>kotthqt>hoo,ld <:ealttDda_,, Ltt 
ra.dcrfoobrnoighuf<Wh"owna<'fl. Oncthing-may•·entUfttop<...U..tloo 
uv~ rno.la. He w.U lu.•·• ~ o,uitkcar:d O<tlk <>I' wM\o ('.....,.m mystic <a\W "< 
coruciooouc"'" and oloo of the nrysu-rou"' fr~mr~Ju,. that OllDdo Of'I'OIUC lo dw. 
who •~ns (and not...) our rQd. 

Tn8•ty Colltt•· U"i"""I'J <>J T"""""' 



To.- St.J."t Lowrt ;. M us Wadding<OO"o tlurd •alum.: ol ~""""'-• In i< .he ..w.. .. 
~lpia!h.o•reg<>•aotdbJ•CDaabltil'l\agnlikcdlc<:<ty:aoa~ 

..... ob< par;oclruc ol. ml<rmongkd od•<l tlut rcmoon ~olu...,tdy wangen, the word u 
.....,.,andth<clreamthatuu""'lotr>lity. 1'!.acun:ognorccxci•iugoneo!lu.tluvc 
~lo:mda<mattrrolgoodpoctry,andf"ccitdybc..uocollh"'hcyoavcrydifficuh 

·~ wdl. n..u vtry ro:hnat i< <mbonaamg; m """I U...., il i< diffi<,dt 
••roioluiiiiJ:,Iar nUlana:,lho:tcventcmth<entlll'}' rnanncr. Whik: there ot noputicu-
111 fimo< 01 mern m "bcon~ nrigm.ol" (table< of dcgr«o ln origuulity or~ 1 dc:vi<:e Ill 
IIIJ rmc..n),lbm: "great virtlll<lll puuing lhmgt rnnnmgfully j., .-'o conl<m· 
......... lnTAootS.WO..'sl.twcT.til...,.,l<>mt:tluotlho::mt:aJiingfulpocu<wolaDctii,OI 

lk""""'"'"'"'"f'"buonofolcl un>O>n,lwb<cnon lh< "hokJU<Ct$1iully brought off. 
Tho otgani~ing, dominant image of the fim 1hsa: ooctOmll ol. thio vt>lurne io 1hc 

C.,. La tb< l.nt i«<"-"'• "Pocu ao.J Sutua" (""" pr><DI), th< City" prnia=t<d u 
--..,u.ciiiCI,..ithtngcdymlnroumcroblcform•and•l.o•"the-.auciatiag 
_..,_ hanb.:aclncn kingJorn.bu<thcp"'"-<i""""anall<!oumrnoo up the••-:Hct 
•P...• :m 00111 woth • mogot garden. S.:Ction Twu "ullcd '111<: Cuy'o Life~. li<rc 

• -~ ;..., U..loo. ot o kiw.l oi urbon L.lcn '" ··wht-n World ,,,., WMdb:ltrnw" w 
•-••otlho::N"~jcnnolan-,ntlw.caoo<h<NntMonua.l-ill-rbcThlough 

·'f·- 'Thcllt!.nbdcnofthclirotoftlo~~"'""""ged'nlh<oinoplcJUlllaf""'UODol 
ik<"""'-thtbr"'hfinl«~mcri.,<ity~ardc:no,wllhiMc)'<'lllkfol,<tHhuo;,.siiCJ'<l'f<><m 

-oiU..cilfJmuhipkac:ti•·lliro.. 'Tht bl\ i> 1nugd"' a !1111 ni """"' ll'IQhohoy falls 
•......wtr.op:o:d"'l<lletlurgy;JCn>>li•·iJ)I'Iftl<ldc:.>fn<~.~:on""""""''nlu>gnonn<c.. 

'llor<tlllral irnn:ro!•h<pr><m 1Stt..tlh<urboniluknowrnwgh1<>f•ll<>iffromaninno­
•mtbu......., but ""'-<"""gh U>urldcnt•ncllhcir own fall<n mmlilH>Il. In MTlw: 
r...pw_.,·,u.. NcwCit' ;, ironi.-.Uy...- fo<th lll•di"'-"<tic fuoion ol'thc garden 
... \k..,., 

llll&nd&.,•c.lwlck"""ro•<il>twhtrl 
My<t<>"""-'" .. 1 ,.._,!!"" 
""''"'"'.....,....."''"''"...,."'""-·'"•"""'"'­,....,. ..... - .• """'. 
Aool .,_ U..-.., ••Y· th< ~y.-..1 ... ....._ 
n.yp&uolh<o+ohhdd 

llo<T'r.m, "To llc: 1 H01lor", givn a •·ioion of lh< City •• pruon On whl<h prisonct, 
..,,..,.Jiotakrarcalrii<JOt idcntili.od-arccquolly uaf'l'<'d and r<jually RUilly. "In a 
....-..,eo..n··.,..,,~Uihed:ukwcightofimpr_.,.,•withthcbrighobuoy;an<)' 

'ht~-'tf..tot:rt. By MootA>< W...c>t•«>ro,... Tt>tunto: RJ"IOOO Pres~, 19Sil.. l'p. 56. .,.. 



ol r,.,w._ ""lulo bril:<,song m MM<>nn of tbc trarpod tor.: tb< routt, lih: U.. •it 
po.,.fullyh.ountedby~ghooloffreednm: 

. .,.~, .. ,~oonw.~b,-~""bon 
Whodt<mO ................. , ...... -..,~ ... 
"'~hkebwwo<holl"'lln'l'booi.t 
•r.....,lottfu..l,oltwdyoortlop., :::-... ':\' = =..:..7 .:-_:, .. 

Jo PartFum,whodo i<b.ta..kJ "1\'ul' ... rthly Lovt:r",tbclarg.:"""ietyoftlo. 
iol.ougludowawi,.lo...at-deaomi ... IOI.tl.:-ictyofl,.....ladot 
thr ... r-ru o numb:r01 od• .. •n:upr...cd in their beinc •• di.-..tc parualo<a,: 
th!l laot I"'" .. h.tc.-.. is <osm"' \1 c~prn>t<l in;,. bei~g ~• tbc t<osilc, po~ 
ol1wood.-a. To...Jtx~thc:oopoetrut>aoiurtherinwp<-,ODemight .. r!l.t 
..-...:1 likt • dlllot!toc bono...., the a!IO<Iiz"')l beatitude of onc:OICA ond the bleucd .­
,....,.,.,.,, Th• trimtauon who hk<s hio o!tr~ t<rm< might prd<r to r<ad tbelr 
uodu<duldmorrmcntbc-tw...,tbeio>-Uig<df.thcboio:M:dodf,....J tbe<Utioo 
tbe two •ki<h " mom., ill. import but toWi<Mim and a>cm~tial in pta<ti<c:. 11 
bn.ti"llthcunion,t~po<rn•fi~it;infi~ingit,oh(y<kny". Thi>iJthc<ltrnol 
pralicomrnt and wbot.,.er dx they uo, t'- puwu :m: 1 morins imilltiuR cl 
prcdo:ant<nL Hcan: tbcay to Wlti~at thcmd of "Song", .... h.,h io I po<tll .... 

(.,ponondpaint<r)ol><rtingthomod• .. inofl<lthrougheocho<;het: 

o. ... --.,.....--
~ .... "'l'_t...c .. , ..... : 

"Yo" i\r.:: M~ :-1••·••" ;. • pi«< <>f , .• ,1 ho~lo rncuph~•i<ol jinks in whi<:h ti 
.q..W• th. f.,.;o., of •- ~><g.>tiOn<; D<>Wh<R do.s \1'" Wodohngtm 1'1" 1DIJf< 

th.ra"""""lh.a•tw.....,i•th<condilionofoneneso. 
Allhwgh some ..,1/ ,.- <>lhrt ;. 1>01 ,...,,....nly the dominan< im.ogc tn Ill'!' 

lync,<wdycww:Df~cludcluoractuUtitl<Jlth.lyn.: ....,M" lh:n ru final 
:~~,...,.. the >elf. In oubmininll thio I do 1101 1'"'1""" 10 oommu the pe<-..1 ...... 
b.•e t10 '"SS"""""' nt gratuitc:mo illwn .. uoiono ... haoouc:><'< about Miu W 
per..-llif.:: •• a uwlt ol •udi.ng he• P'"'"Y· "The >elf of • o...,.;noful lyri< io • ~ 
j<cud.po<ti<tdl. ltoho.tldulltin oouAchollrndriu•Oiion~tilcvokd, 

""littd well <:fi<IUgh fot ohc rndu""' toh.uc tn ploy an dobor.uc gom<al 
..U "''ith ohc P""''• "real" pc.......Jiry, "Tho:re ore nnn~ &srco 10 dromo. _. 
the t,..ic io dtanuti< 10 the: ntmt thJt u ach;c.a thr p::ortic tdf in rarpart ..:lt 
obj«L 11Uoob)ectm .. yhc,·._~....,,<on<mc,:ornbigUQUJ,potf1Qft._l,inpottn<Jfld!tr 
in act, and .0<111---'it nuk .. ooudiff<"'ote- Within lhD lyri< l.i<uotion docn:• 
main dir«tiona olmon"""'" ini<iatift ond ""!"""oi"<'; d>ot il "'..y, d.. If"" 
thc"'lf~hcromtiotio~o>.it,..tKonor ""f"''"lingtoon<,tilhc< .. tobliohtngo 



THE LYRIC CRAFT OF MIR IA..\1 WADDI~GTO~ 

WMrinJfrornwithinnne. Thc..Jfointcnocrn>u<ltsolopcralionorawar<nQOate~ 

~..,_..odio:aoddJ...,.,unuous,alld<belyricisr.Uniu~e~thcsemodeoin«<cbnlinJ 

lliopot!ic:odfia,..,.ion.Fcrtbef"'i'hcdpoemlhc: .. ructurolcorolloryoflhitllbrcvity; 
""'snlo.tit a>n;>lluy io cl>< mcupbor-...11 in ~ but larSC" i<L _.._.~, in 
_,euc,th.:ho:.•ilrfl~gb~irnage. 

Mi~<W.ddingwn is a puoive lyriciot. "The"""'""'""' nf bor poetic odf it ol­
""'""arialtlyrapaw.ive.Tbcoicuauon•Wp<oj«aarcflllhc:-.ti...,alldi<Lcdli­
ptodfinthe .,..riouo otutudconfreopomc from oeouu.: tO r~ulme. The uhimatc 

"'-ol TilL SN•o~·, Lo~m it in bet tl>e bor•ifoc glo<y of raponoivc tdf. tlcnce there 
••M,.Waddinpm'oworkapcculi>rlydittctrel.ationbctwcenlhc:l)·ric:fnnnandiu 
_,,; 1-.a- «)(LL~t it olmott lyrirum iudl. ThU propootilion io ntiti><f mdiontivc ""' 

!"irn••ocbcrwa,,lhoughOiriking,iojUOionc..-.)·ufdoingtbing>. 

I low ~11 dot. MilS Wadding""' do> thi11go in her own "'"")"? My own opinioc> 
-.ldb..vuywdl. Bllt!orlottr>'}'UOU<inntbeqO>ell>ODoimplyro...,.aJ>Olbc,,..,..., 

.,.....,.,,,,.l.ol:ittbet..:hnique olthcso:f'""""';""'ha'"""'"''beirlyricartistry/ 
lllo.in·ut>liooo!lhc:J<Iliniubritf,beighrcno:dmt>•<onmuiolhc:-collyricitm • 
... doolyn<oiaU bmoan la<taff<>td motncnuofth.:moticaod •trballdNre. Of 
• b"" 11 io the.- rn wh«h ten>e odf«>nto.inmc-n< ond ••lf<111>si<toucy ore 11 a prom· 
-.tht<lnt..-lli.·hanltastaffordto.wttkincn tl><pn:aiclogi<of.ducu,..;vcnaa..11w 
.... oftbatfUOI«<jUUc:tnnltliolinth.otlutmabJpulalioonfim.og<tOodrhyd>ms;The 
...,ultl>t...con.dinThcin•iol>blcpuc:ti<oelf:t .... rcadcrmu"befroeulha•ingm 
,......,thtoniot"onnyd.or•H. Inlp-i<stloc--fnrmuf thcbpoc:inmdit­
.,._._;,the <011f~ior> of tile e-va)'doy with the: poot>< oelf; the tWO"'"'" lyrio do.­

... .,<olxknc.ofrhythm ondin>e<uracyufitnap-. Lotmogoafocldta--radocr, 
Motd, '>liso M"'f'hcl-r'o ""'~ (TAe Ho.or....,•) tu rl1unuu:. ln I>D volume ul Can­
"-'lyrOnwouldthcf"'I"SOillhtyhuntbemoreimlo•·ant, ondnowhcre>r<'irnag<t.r>d 

~ iro ch.-it oom way, .....,., Taut and uim. AlThough ne BHJ- hu a 1)'Ktm, 

,.,...dioruroi...,;ahhwghitbton on ub-o-;.,.,tdf. rhio "" purrly poetic oc!f. Thcoc 
.,...., fu"" with the pm:ilion ol thc isnagny .nd rhyThm 1-0give u iT.,..... t p<rl«dJ 
h, o;ryoW1ioo: Slltfar< ...ruclr pa=tc-n, or c-onstiturc:o, Mi .. Mxpb<nm't particulu, 
-lyn<iln>. Some r<:•ders no doobt roosiW thio ourfa<c hard and <Old and wiU. t4 
...... pothjoogsomu.:huaJ""diccbrco.ktr. RutiTioprociodybo:aUO<olthionill, 
"'"''!a<.thariO'<con-withfOCrl«trl>.rit~h•neatbw3potticsdf~ningfrccly3bout 

• .,..., bwiflm in a htghly sdf.cont.oil><tl ond tdf-comi01n1t univ<t~t. 1'001 Frcuchon, 
M J...pa tritiro--<ra!y Cod Himodf O<>Did cut through tlw i« on.d f,.b fo< tJ.e pon'o 

.todi. Gr•n!<d that M<ss Woddiugwn •nd ~r,.. \facphcnoo aro doing diff•••m thing. 
eM.rent .... , •• granted that thc:ir n:tprrtift l)'ri< dnom.tnrgi<:s..., quiu diaim.llat; 

Jllll<dtlw<riticalmn:aphonofaourfaa:doi>OiapplyaT allroncSn~<HI'•Lowrt: 

~.Uthc!!<thingt.thi• digr~willhaV<:bctnuodulifitgi• .. maningi-Oihc: 



""'"ion thal,oc"'sioually,M< .. Waddington'omuocclipstoh<lfuruni•<•ndtlut,""7 
occa.,<m>U)·, hc:r im>g< >hp> off target. T•kc, i<J< iruuna:, th< 1.,1 otall:t.ll ol "nt 
City'oLifi': ohc:-thc"worn111poo<c"occlby<itic.o"-

"""""'""'"o!..O.rgW'•""'<i<lf:I<>DI• 

~I I:;• .!~ :~= ..!:1..:'..;':'~"~ 
Er<>dutol>o<m,ol'"l'"'"''"""~ ,.....,,tl, .... ,, .. ," ..... '"""hk<lh<ut·; 
s.om-h<«>h<lo.«J"h«Duod'•p<<f"!OI<oU.or.,.._ 
Nom<roU>~prui«t• • ..nd~omr<ltpl>.>.obm, 

~.:"~t".;:'';:::.:,'!.:-:1';=. m"'h le» 

Wh~h "-•""1>«""1 ""'''nd hokl.~><r P'""<rl<u 
Ag>>n~ t!>< <~f• Id<,;, 1"''0.,...._ onm.IL 

'rlus poet rnp<mds to nothingm<>re >ividly rh:on lu the oittj:;lc. dll<ontin\lQ\11 ....... 

within the mtdtiplc, Ouwing tx..ly, but here the rnponoc >tril«>""' a• too m 11th olo 
«>tcmcnl,toomochof>cornmcnu..,.. Thcrcis>boutthosclitldSOmcthingtood 

>n>l)'tic f<>r • po<m tlu.t is 1101 aOOut diniu! anol~"'" they ><"<m mon: of a m 
c•·out;oo <>I a pri>•l< imJ!rCS>ion th:m the imoginatiYo pr<;>j«tion of a dram.atiall)o 
omt>.tniog oitu:uion. Uut there >re nO( m>D)' """"'"'"' lih thio in T~~ s,..,.o, 
MU. Wocldingt.oo is a ooci•! worker, aml "·hen one mnsidero whot o h<urowtng :Ill<! 
inatingbwinc>~itmuotboforo><nsltiYcodfcominuollyt<>hc:<rl<:<lUntcti!lgod>a, 

od•·cs, itisoconoidcrohlorne.,urr~IS\luO<:OO 1l"'t ookw olhcr lincoarc mcrdy 

The dilfKu.!t~ of hc:r tunc aod hu skill in playing it ore m(ttt opparent in Pm 

copccially in 'Thc Dmg Addict", "The ~'>on Sllpf"X'ci', UMy Ltsooos in tb.: )1il", 

"The Women'• jail",-o!l ol which are J>O(<lll, weU re~li>cd l~ri<o. 

The ouly imf>Jrtaot im>)," in Miu W>ddington'o poetry thot ><<m•, bit 

and In to me io that of th<- dmwne<l (ur ,Jro,.·nin~) pcro<}Jl, In "Poots and SuHa 

..,r]y plrr•se "sh~drowru itt lr<11" ,.u ••ibutittgtont>Olotions that m<:rdyduttcrlf 
irnpa<t ol the l~tter imoge of the magic oosi•. In 'You Ar< :\fy 1'>.-·er" the .... 
heingllniredindivi<ion,ofh<>ng<am<:thin~oonn<hin~,i><•pra.sedingeogr>~ 

that manog<> la r<main otrikingly•u•pcnd<:d,<Jl rn<rliunde<S' 

Anri ....... gb,..,',..polo<andmU>th<•f""• 
""'""''''"''""f"'"'h«<wofu,._bon 
Wc '""' ..., l~ld~ "" ,~;, ond .., m;ln, 

;;:,"':.~:\."::'~.:; :,::;:~ ~~ .. 1· 
""'' vl>lnl<> 'I';"~ bU.....II 1o ,.;,., 

'"'"'"'1""""''"""""'""'11>oifu"ll"'· 
~~- otl d;~'"'' ood inttn~ty 

Wh"h""'"""' k,,..,lhrw(h> ,.."'1"""· 
""" ~'"""'""'~ !""' ...... ol .. bot. dru .. onl ''" 



n.~ 0!11 pia<d<.F"G<•phy•nd of kaLa'"'' ••~ 1 """''"m fur -hmg Ki­
flllpowtriO<hcfKJ"'D. i;.•·uy<hing'ogu•ng"""·bucV<ry ,..,.,,..,..,..,Jyuntd,wllh talk 
11 ..,.nin~ in tile U>t hrl<', we enter a Jf'<'"iiic n~.llurn with a vengeance, onJ a cuM ond 
..... J ,_,t W~ I arn o..-are<N< thio Uot li»< mmf>lt~cs the «~~n~ic ~"'phJ of 1ho 
..... I.,...J,., a~~ni"Cihat rhoJilXl.Op<>lll-ofitl.rownhtho .tQir«nf"'""'rhonotionof 

,......,,..,.,,haii(UWwllhu>iuutodllt.>n<<. t,:,.,,.., .... ,...JJ.cnly l>ndiug<nrllcw.otot 
llo: thu 1lw: road<r g<IS 11111> what •«mo tu be thc W<()llg ,,..;m of thing•, and he: N• 10 
""-kr prttty bard befu<<p<«.;•·ing 1n.1 <hac ioa kmJ of righin<SS U> th<m. I don't 
-.1!\.u.la"''lt..rd .. lnnl!a•th<lahuu<docm'tJwopotothopu<ti<fOfccofwh.>tlw 
.. ~l)ro.>mng.•h<r2ll,i•druwnmgoit>prinu')'•UitoLOol.beinKgood•nd 
-.lllff""'t«l,pi<k«ldtan,wdllo""'""'· Waterbaptizainroe•·cd>'tlnglifconlyo 
hoi<h<Wnow lncnryJruwr><a;bul n tho<oughly Urowna<b= oil. Ufll ... ol""""''• 
... oK.mt io ""'""· drownmgo sbuuld be •ny a.dully arrangtd. Mw W:oddwg­
• m have 1 pom> wh.w "'hole dcm<nl is ""''"'' ~An Elctl' !(lr Jolln Sutlw:rland~, 
••kithSuth(rl>nd'ockath"'!Uitcorprul'n.:ndyunog«lala<.lrowning. Uuthc:rc, 
.._ .. mug< ,. • bJt lax, though foo o Jilknnt ,.....,... l)wh by d...,..ning {-. death 
a-.....u"') ,. <Uily """ of <ho llldn< ond ric""- pochc images. h nn bt uocd :u • 

"'""i"<.<lucc<df>i«cofpocti<furnitun::O<t<:discnvtt<dl<:rninfinncrcocn·ou 
,.....UX '""<IY· In thio dcgy l do 1101 think th•t tlut iniinnud< luo be<~ plunJcr«l 
Ill! compdlmg new varltiJI. Pcrn.po 1 U.U..IJ condlld.t tltU •nin nn d')' land. 

Wl.o Warch Tlllmt" "a poan olut is rr~~Uy Vt<dlcrorly «•xcind. but cccn here 
•""'quitowr<:arethopcoplcwat<h;,gthotniiMg<>bygcnuinc•)·mbol•ufth~lun 

..tm.iumnroretbcynnlyargumcntati><ni.Jc:nnofit? 

Rhnhm io Lh< ahcr OC<r<f ollf<« Ill"")', and M ... Wodtlrngwn lw •oh«l ronl· 

Llocrhphn..appropriatcrohetwork. "llltrcorclhrftrloythmicalid.,.,..inthc 
...de'thalUI"'hichthcrhythrrtJ>««<kith.:rontcn<andttotmpacr:th>.tinwhich 

rllythttr follnw• the «~ll<nt: •ncl that 1n wh"'lt rhc two <Oi<'1<1.l<. Thtnk nf a ohip 
-=rc.,ondktohipbo:f""'ticc""<cnlondwa•·nthc rhotlun. So<nctimcothcwa•n 
factothanthc:ohlfl:andS<><»<'rtokcanJ!t"hclorcu:_,.,llOCithcohopoubtnfll 

......,, ot>d wmctirna, lite>< focw••d •pccd bo:tn~ <quol, the olup •rpt<tn to ride a 
, rorni11u~u1 •••»<. M•ny nf Do11nc'o pom" ore •n tht lint rh)"htnicol ~liom; )'011 

-ltluotk)thmtopc«<i•ch"con"nt;tho::thytluruarcptio<----<Kll<nimponbut 
lrtopl<t.W;oll:oo:rSc~'pocm•arcoltcnitothcth<rdidoom"'hcKrhccuntcnt.,nol 

ftylhm,ha• th.: punt inor><t. llto rhytbmoare <O<tobun.ti•t; they confirm the 

olhiocontentlikothcwa•·t~th>tfalla"·•yfroma<hip'< woke. Min Waddin.11• 
loopoctoltho........! idiom whtrecon~entand rhythm tend tocnincidc. Oncol 
..._,.thydunsisbucduponarunoftcn.cyllablelin<o,acsu.....dino4/6 cad· 

--hiobricllybcldup,oc<.,tt<l, io an unhrolr.cn, d<coryllobic ra<knc.. 11uo 
"'rthm C<)incida with the po'>(fl ultimltce<>nt<nt, Olfll<ly, 0 V<r"f j>O""'rful, 01 
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t....U•c d.-i~c of 1hc: >cl! r.oW>rd othrr >c:l•Q ~· w•lh ~n tquallr powerful,~ 
d.i•caW>yfn~m!hc:m. Th"l"''"'b>:i<al....,•cmcm Urhytbmical!ye<~~~vqed.,..,... 
lrd,inthc:doublcr.o .... gk.di•id•ngtouml<ng, I"'''""' ai tbcadco<cs. h isaW 
ponn in whKb CO<Iknt aod rhythm ruinci<lt mcrdy 10 n.ru:d A<h other ouL la Tlr 
s~IIW~'• /...owrr thiJ: hal'f'<"' only in ~A., Elcgy for John S..lhcrlaod". which- • 
mc!Oboqultclho""""k(llpom>"'thcdl<nioa. Otbcrw.oo,thc.......p,-lll'llill 
motionoolthcr-t"othm\earcwdlrhytl>mod inbrrn.&r>o:.. 

lntbO.e>lay I ha,·c wrincn, pcrhapo•J N...um,olp<>eticandncrydoyoclta• 
thcyfigurcmoddinitionolthc:lyri< :ut. Traaslattd """the tnmioodoc<l.pooilr 
util.rty, \l'" Wa&:liogton'o unit>toORI of lho lldf-in·motiOil arc y<:t onochcr ...U0. If 
,n,,·alucandthc:cooto!iml~>idualny. 1"hcy OKalooanntherancnion<>ithcindi.w.l'f 
.,,;.,.,if not his ..-iJnxr. in the 10 infmirdy compli<:at<d ooci.ai.W.C... Wloolio .... 
"""""'"fulrhaflmaki"' lucbWU..,...? T"hcfoith(ulwillha•chcardthio ...... 
hmct lxforc. but here wc ore again: the lyric craft (u practiocd wdl by MU. W 
....,.,aoybodydoe) u..,porlnurpaoc;ithuabonlutdymdoMtbr:oau•uollift .. 
doo. 


