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ANNIVERSARIES IN GENEVA, 1959

In e counse of the pase few months the city of Geneva eelebrated three notable
niversarics. They all recalled significant events of the sixtcenth century. Theyd
commanded international attention. They all paid tribute to the memory of
Calvin.

1

The first was the four hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Calvin's bi
Noyon, France, on the tenth day of July, 1509 He was the fourth son of Ge
Chauvin (or Cauvin), a notary of that city, and his wife Jeannc Lafranc. He
baptized Jean, perhaps because it was the masculine cquivalent of his mother's G
tian name. When he entered the University of Paris, at the tender age of
years, he was registered as Joannes Calvinus. 1t s from this Latin rendering of
surname that the familiar French and English form Calvin derives.

There is o need in the prescnt contest to provide even a brief biography
Calvin, but some account of the circumstances that gave Geneva its claim on hi
abviously in order. In his twenty-cighth year he was sall identifying hin
John Calyin of Noyon, although he no longer regarded Noyon s his homes
connection with the little city of twelve or thirtcen thousand souls on the shaee
Lake Léman commenced at that point in his life, as the result of an accid
transportation that he himself regarded in retrospect as an act of Divine Provk

French religious exiles who wished to return home in 153 were
temporary immunity from prosccution, and Calvin took advantage of the chang
revisit Paris. After a short stay, during which he arranged for the disbt
his father's estate, he sct out for Strasbourg where he would be safely beyo
seach of French law. The dircct route through Lorraine happened at that
be closed because of a fresh outbreak of military activities, and he was fog
make 4 detour that led through Geneva, This inconvenience had fa
consequences for Calvin personally, and through him for Europe, and, finally o
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World that was stil a wilderness—Columbus had discovered it only forty-four
s before.
When he reached Geneva, Calvin took a room in an inn, planning o stay for
ight and to resume his journey next day, Ward of his arrival was specdily
t Guillaume Farel, miniscer of the Reformed Church, by Louis de Tillet,
friend who had in some manner learned of his presence i the city. Farel,
like Calvin himself, immediately called on Calvin and importuned
i to remain and assist him in the tremendous task that he had undertaken. Calvin
pmpaly rejected the proposal and gave several reasons why he could not entertain
. He said that he was by nature faint-hearted and timid and therefore unsuited for
he work; further, his health was far from good (he was never a robust man), and
nally, his present interest was to find
spot where he could devore his undistracted attention to his studies in order
prove his understanding of the Christian faith, so that after he had mastered
sufficiently he could serve it best by his pen. These objections, as he
later, were in part at least a rationalization of his desire for “the enjoyment
ry ease, with something of a free and honourable station”. Farel, who had
mobs as the champion of his convictions and had no patience with men who
excuse themselves from the ordeal of conflict, disliked Calvin's auitude and
tld him so. “You are concerned about your rest and your own personal
he shouted, “Therefore let God damn your rest, let God damn your work”
. This passionate assault overwhelmed Calyin's resistance, and at the end of the
promised to return to Geneva, which he did within a few weeks. Tn Sep-
7, Farel made a favourable report to the Council on the instructive lectures that
had inaugurated in the Church of St. Pierre, and asked the city to retain his
The Council acceded to the request in what appears to have been a per-
fashion. It appointed Calvin, but made na provision for his stipend, an
10 which Farel found it necessary to call the attention of the members six
later. Calvin was referred to in the Council's resol ply as “the man
ce (ille Gallus)": apparently the secretary either did not know his proper
did not consider it important. He was designated Professor of Sacred
e was not yet given regular pastoral rank, Thus began Calvin's con-
gion with Geneva.
Farel and Calvin took their responsibilities very seriously. They were not
fent with 2 merely nominal reformation that did not radically affect the daily
the peaple; and many of the Genevese, including some members of the most
pinent families, had litle sympathy with their programme. Their opponents did
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their utmost to render the situation as uncomfortable as possible for them,
going to the extent of discharging fircarms ouside Calvin's door to make
believe that his life was in danger. Children shouted scurrilous cpithets after i
as he walked along the strcet, and some familics are known to have named
dogs after him. At last even the members of the Council took offence at the

of Farel and Calvin to accept their dictation in certain matters that were clearl
ternal to the life of the Church, and banished them both, giving them

hours to leave the city. Calvin's first ministry in Geneva had lasted only.
months and had ended ignominiously.

Three years later the Council, now composed of men who were co
that the city had done itself a grave injury in driving Calvin away, implored b
repeatedly to come back. The prospect had lite attraction for him; his
of Geneva were far from pleasant; but some of his friends, including Farel .
ticular, and several of the Swiss cities, urged him to give this Call his fa
consideration, Afier a delay of almost three months, he agreed to accept it
matter of duty. “Were I frec to choose”, he said, *1 would do anything in the wg
rather than return t Geneva. But 1 know that T am not my own master, 1
my heart in sacrifice to God”. He thercfore reported for work in Geneva
Scptember, 1541, without cagerness or confidence. He was, howeyer,
back with manifest enthusiasm. “The Council provided him with a co
hause, covenanted to pay him twice the salary allowed ather ministers so
could entertain foreign visitors, made him a gift of wine, and as 2 mark of e
hanour presented him with a new coat.

His sccond period of ministry in Geneva, which began under such
auspices and continucd throughout the rest of his lfe, was by no- means s
smooth sailing, His adversaries were active, and at one time it looked
might once more be ordered to leave town. In fact, it took mare than a decade fog
to come fully into his own, but after that the public deference that was paid
was quite extraordinary. And he identified himself so completely with the I
adopted city that he was often refrred to abroad simply as “the man of Gene

On Christmas day, 1559, the Council took formal cognizance of the f
although he enjoyed unequalled prestige in the city, he had never formally
acitizen. As a matter of fact, when Geneva had pressed him 10 return in 15
authorities of Strashourg, where he then lived, had done everything in th
10 dissuade him from leaving; and when it was at last clear that he had i
made up his mind to go, they had prevailed upon him to retain his §
zenship in the hope that he might eveatually be disposed to come back. B
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remained in Geneva, and although he had served the ity with distinction
he intervening cighteen years and brought it world renown, officially he was still
gusider. The Council felt that this situation was anomalous and took the un-
sep of tendering him the starus for which he had never asked.  He was decply
aned by this gesture and graciously accepted the prefesred honour. On his way
that day he had a hemorrhage, for although he had not suspected it he was
from tuberculosis, - Tor the years that were left to him his iron will and his
devotion forced h“ weakening body to do its work, until he passed away on
teenth day of May, 156, “Thus it happencd”, wrore Theodore de Béze
), his colleague, successor, and. biographer, “that at the same momen, the
satting and the great light of the Church of God was taken heavenward. Tt
God to show us in the light of a single man of our time horw 1o live and haw
Galvin was a controversial figure in his lifrime, and he has continucd to be
t since. Some men regard him with profound reverence, and some with
cible aversion. His admircrs admit his faults, and his cnemies emphasize
he must be given credit for having anticipated them both, and in his
d charge to his collcagues he spoke, as he had often done before, about the

s that e et when e refeced on his sins.
men who might have been expected to condema him have recognized
On reccipt of the news of his death, Pope Pius IV, for example, is
fed @ have said *17 1 had such scrvants my dominion would extend from sea
dnd he remarked further that “money nover had the slightest charm for
dgment supported by the fact that Calvin left an estate of less than two
Much lter, Ernest Renan pronounced him to have been “the
jan man of his century”. Sometimes people who had little sympathy
ines that he taught were nevertheless impressed with the service that
Mark Pattison, for instance, writing in 1858, in anticipation of the
d and fiicth anniversary of Calvin's birth, had many hard things to say
 Calvin and his doctrines, but he expressed the categorical judgment that
saved Europe”. Calvinists of all shades of opinion have found ample
reaffirming their appreciation of Calvin without trying to make a
him. The lte Professor Allan Mengies of the University of St. An-
6) descrbd bim 2 a great scholr whu was also a genius in religion
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Newspapers in Canada and clsewhere carricd photographs of the crowd:
sembled in Geneva last June to do honour to the memory of Calvin on the
‘hundred and fiftieth anniversary of his birth. In view of his relations with
it was eminently suitable that the service should have been held there. 'The
gramme, according 1o press reports, included a pilgrimage to Noyon. The b
which Calvin was born was destroyed in the First World War, but a French O
vinistic society erected a museum and a library on the site. There will never
pilgrimage to the place of his interment, for he was buried at his own request n
unmarked grave.

u

‘The second event that was commemorated in Geneva this year was the pd
cation of the definitive Latin edition of Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Relig
in that city four hundred years ago. If books, as Milton said, “preserve as i 31
the purest efficacy and extraction of that living intellect that bred them”, Gl
being dead will continue to speak 1o the world as long as the influence of hisf
stitutes remains. His own judgment was that “it holds the principal and by f
most important place among all my lucubrations”, and his ablest interpreters
with that judgment. There was, of course, a great deal more in the f
vebumes of Yiis writings than he could compress into this single work, but it
present his system of theology in clear and comprehensive outline.

The Institutes in its genesis was an attempt 10 provide peaple wh
the Reformed Faith with what they might regard as an authoritative staten
Christian doctrine. As Calvin himself described the Institates in a later
was “a summary of piety and what is needful 1o know of the doctrine of s
He also tells in his famous letter 10 the King of France, which will be
later, why he felt constrained to write it. “My sole intention, he says, “was
some instruction to those who long to be children of God, primarily among
fellow countrymen. For T saw many in France hunger and thirst after Ch
few whao received true instruction about Him”. The hook consisted of anly six
ters, on the Decalogue, the Apostles’ Creed, prayer, the True Sacraments, thel
Sacraments, and Christian liberty, respectively. The efforts that have been
determine when and where Calvin commenced the actual composition of it
not yiclded any firm results. The renewal of religions persecution in Fi
153435 convinced him that he should wait no longer befare publishing his bod
it was needed both as a popular manual of Reformed theology and s 4 &8
against the current misrepresentation of the evangelical position.
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The real attitude of Francis 1, King of France, to the Reformation had never
quite clear 1o anyone. He supported the movement abroad bist not at home.
on intimate terms with representatives of the Pope, yet he wanted Melanch-
Luther's closest associate, to come o France, At one time he intervened to
e the life of certain heretics who were being prosccuted at the instigation of the
and at another he declared that nothing in the world was closer to his
than the “extirpation of heresy”. However, the illconceived affair of the
¢* provoked his flaming anger and made him the mortal enemy of all ad-

es of church reform in France. On the night of October 17, 1534, placards
ling the Mass were displayed on buildings in Paris and clsewhere, and some-
d even contrived to place one of the papers in the cup in which the royal
ief was kept. Antoine Marcourt—who was allegedly the leader in the

but a large number of

slow fires (d petit fe). One of the victims, it may be mentioned, was

de a Forge (excecuted, February 13, 1535), 4 man of decp picty for whom

i had the highest regard; Calvin had lived at his home, the House of the
during part of his stay in Paris.

tancis realized that his frightful policy might have serious repercussions,

amang the German princes whose goodwill he scudiously cultivated; so he

4 memorandum explaining that the people against whom he had taken

i astion were really seditionists, and that he had dealt summarily with them

he was convinced that their ultimate objective was the destruction of the

Calvin, who was then living in Bascl, was infuriated by the King's statcment

ded to lose no time in publishing his book not only as a catechism for his

jsts in France but now also as a declaration of the faith by which they

the information of the world at large., He prefaced it with an apen letter

~ After Calvin’s expulsion from Geneva in 1538, as already mentioned, he settled

bourg. There he simuliancously kept boarders, ministered to the French
1, lectured in the Academy, and for some reason became 2 mem-

Tailors' Guild. In the midst of his various duties he found time to publish

atary on the Epistle to the Romans, to write a conciliatory book on the
(which was a subject of disagreement between Luther and Zuwing
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the Zurich Reformer), and to revise, reorganize, and greatly enlarge the In

He published the Institutes, inevitably, in Latin, the language of lcarniny i
ceeded ar once, however, ta translate it into French and produced a classic. As T
H. L. Parker remarks in his excllent little book, Portrait of Calsin, “Calyin m
share the honour of being ‘the father of French prose’ with a very different wri
Rabelais (whom he liked not a all). Tt is chiefly upon the 1541 translation of 1
Institutes that the title rests: ‘this translation is one of the chefsd'ocuvre of the yg
teenth century: it created an epoch’, says a French literary historian®.

Calvin was a perfectionist and, not yer saisfied with the Institutes, he
tinued to enlarge it, and in Geneva in 1559 he gave it to the world in the final
translation whose publication is recalled this year. The litle catechism of six d
ters, produced to meet the emergent need in France in 1536, had grown in
mighty tome of eighty chapters, worthy ta be mentioned along with Aug
City of God and Thomas Aquinas’ Summa as one of the supreme works in the
of Christian theology. “Calvin's Institutes of the Christian Religion,” says Profes
John T. McNeill, one of the leading Church historians of the present day, *is
the few books that have profoundly affected the course of history”.

The Institutes was written with extraordinary knowledge of the Bible a
the Christian Fathers, with the acumen of a powerful, legally trained mind, and
the best lterary style of the Renaissance. It is dominated in its exposition by
author's faith in the savereignty of God, of which religion can never become
conscious with impunity, - Biblical scholarship, however, has made great
since Calvin's time, and has invalidated some of his assumptions. To recogaize
is not to detract from the glory of the Institutes or to be ungrateful for the send
that it has rendered. The teaching of Calvin, of which the Insritutes contaiss
quintessence, “was able,” said J. A. Froude in an address to the students
Andrews in 1871, “to inspire and sustain the bravest efforts ever made by mang
break the yoke of unjust authority”. He continued, in a paragraph that is
quoting at length:

When all else has failed—when patriotism has covered its face and human

inflexible front to illusion and mendacity, and has preferred rathes 1o be
powder like flint than to bend before violence, or melt under enervating
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When the calendar calls to mind the publication of the great book of Calvin-
it is salutary o reflect on the strength of character and lofriness of purpose that
uced.

il
The third cvent that was commemorated this year was the founding of the
ity of Geneva, or more accuratcly the Academy that developed into the
1559, (It was also a “college in the accepted French sense)) There
reasons why this anniversary shauld have called for special celebrations.
thing, four hundred years is a respectable age for any institution to have
and for another, a famous centre of learning is one of the finest adornments
iy city can boast. On both grounds Geneva has done well to observe the
of its University in an appropriate manner,
1t is by no means surprising that Calvin should have given thought to the
dsion of facilities for higher education in Geneva. He was himself not only a
cated man—one of his ardent admircrs, with pardonable exaggeration, called
mast Jearned man of his age—but he was also 4 university graduate, having
the degrees of Maste of Arts from Paris and Doctor of Law from Orleans,

indeed, the number of eminent scholars thar Calvin as a young

d count amang his intimate friends is altogether remarkable, When he

his early twenties he published an annotated edition of Seneca's De Clementia,
it he quoted from ifty-six Latin and twenty.two Greek writers. He part

ith one of the most famous of all French school-masts, Maturin Cordier,

o ion of a plan for Christian education that

ild embrace France and Switzerland; and he was so closely identified with

Cop, when the latter brought down on his head the wrath of the authorities

by the evangelical tone of his Rectoril Address in 1533, that the prosecution

prepared the addres for Cop's deivery, but the argument in support of
is now regarded as unconvincing, especally since Cop was quite capsble
g b i i ‘s stay in Strashourg
d three times a week in John Sturm's Academy, which was one of the

d schools of the time. He never wavered in his devotion to the cause of
He regarded the school, with the Church and the hospital, s an indispen-

n's influence is almost certainly apparent in the formal statement by the
of Geneva in 1557 that learning is “a public necessity to secure good political
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administration, sustain the Church unharmed, and maintain humanity among e
Credit must be given to Farel, his senior colleague, for having persuaded the Cousd
before Calvin's arrival to accept the principle of compulsory and free cducation’
all children of the community. Education was therefore an interest that Farel
Calvin shared, but Calvin alone was in Geneva in 1541 when the Council recoga
the need of a college “to raise up seed for time to come in order not to leave
Church a desert to our children”, and “to prepare youth for the ministry and
government”. The motives that prompted Calyin and his associates to provide
educational facilities in Geneva were remarkably like those of the pioncers in N
England who founded Harvard because they “dreaded to leave an illiterate Min
to the churches when our present Ministers shall lie in the dust”, and Yale
young men should be prepared “for public employment, both in Church and &

For many years circumstances in Geneva prevented Calvin from giving
mediate effect to the resolution of 1541, but in 1557 he made up his mind thit
time for action had come and seized the first opportunity to have the Coun
point a Commitice fo select 4 ste for an academy. As a matter of fact, Calvin’
taken time by the forelock. He had a recommendation ready, and the commi
accepted it, for a plot “on elevated ground, well aired from all sides and
exposed 10 the east wind so that the place may even be more healthy, gay
pleasing to the students.” The project for which, he wrote, he had “the greatest
ing” was at last under way,
‘The Academy was not like the medicval universites, with.all heir
privileges, and distinguishing marks. It was a city college made possible m
private gifts. Calvin promoted the undertaking with such vigour that the s
of the Council recorded the fact that “the enthusiasm of the magistrates and ti
people rase above their poverty.” From the printer Mathicu de la Roche, who
dowed it with a quarter of his fortune, down to Jenon, the baker's wife, who ouf
buted five sols, everyone gladly assessed himself for it. Frangois Bonnivard,
prisoncr of Chillon™ who had once occupied number nine Canon Street (R
Clianoines, now appropriately re-named Rue de Calvin) but moved to 4 1
dress some years before Calvin came to live in number cleven, left it his cntire 8
Calvin himself wrote the starutes of the Academy, in which he specified
the Head should be a man of learning, piety, and “un esprit debonnaire”, I
safe guess that he chase the text from Psalm CXI that was inscribed over the di
way: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” He also .
sibility for recruiting the teaching staff, a task that was made relatively easy for I
by the migration at the time of a number of excellent scholars from Laus
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neva, in protest against civil interfercnce in church affairs. (It will be recalled
similar migration from Oford in the thirtcenth century gave Cambridge an
that it never lost.)  Calvin was so engrossed in the ercction of the building
Academy that, ill though he was, he visited the site almost daily while the
was going on, 0 keep in touch with the progress of construction.
Av inaugural scrvice, presided over by Calvin, was held in the Church of
erte on June 5, 1559, The Council declared a public holiday to mark the oc-
fion. The people were convinced that this was a truly memorable day in the city’s
. The academy opened its doors with a registration of about cight hundred
which son increased to about fificcn hundred. Professor G. R. Fisher,
listory of the Reformation, calls the founding of the Academy “the crown.
lin's sork in Geneva”
The Academy operated 4t two academic levels. At the lower, it functioned
4 secondary school, and was called the schola privata. The curriculum was
weighted with the classics, and carcful attcntion was paid to thetoric and
. In Geneva the proper use of the vernacular was emphasized, whereas at
'y school in Strashourg and elsewhere on the Continent and in England boys
permitced 10 converse only in Latin. One of the less arduous exercises of the
v students was the singing of the Psalms in French,  new departure to which
ind was devoted every day. At the higher level, the Academy corresponded
te nearly 0 the present-day university and was called the schola publica. 1t was
gued for the minority of students who had the ability and intention to go on 1o
adyanced study. Tnitally, the two major faculties in the scholu publica were
r. But the preparation of
stry was always Calvin's chief personal interest, (Medi-
s the largest professional faculiy in the University of Geneva foday.)
Esmmanuel Stickelberger, the Swiss writer, has recently revived interest in the
that the Jesuits admired and cmulated Calvin's program of education. He quoted
ulte, the Roman Cathalic biographer of Calvin who was not disposed to
him the eredit of the doubt when any credit was t be bestowed, as
that Aquaviva, the general of the Jesuit order, borrowed frecly from
¢ conception and the reatment of academic affairs” that Calvin had de-
for his Academy. “In regard to the organization proper and in fundamen-
eiple”, said Kampschulte, “the two insttutions are much alike, so that they
e scaied 10 cach other as the blue-print and the completed work." The author of
¢ ancle on universities in the Americanized Encyclopedia Britannica (1907) says
the Jesuits adopted the “method of teaching” employed in Stwrm's Academy at
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Strasbourg, bue does not refer to Geneva at all. The Jesuits actually made a
of a number of schools before formulating their ratio studiorurs, and incorpor
it ideas from various sources, among which Sturm’s famous centre
deserves specific mention. It is relevant to recall that Calvin himself was on
lecurer in Sturm's school, and that he paid a visit to it before completing his 0
plans for Geneva; so resemblances between Calvin's Academy and Sturm's are nati
ally discoverable. It is not unreasonable, however, in all the circumstances, to
the testimony of Kampschulte regarding the immediate influence of Geneva on
Jesuits' final educational scherne. This has been noted, incidentally, by a number if
eminent writers on the history of educatios

It was anly to be expected that Calvinism would profoundly afect
in countries where it prevailed, and this has actually boen the case. Tt did not o

that Calvin ereated in Geneva, but in one celebrated instance, at least, it did s
though the founders of Edinburgh University, in 1583, never actually said that!
were taking Gencya as their model, they certainly thought of the school that
as “the town's college,” like the college of Geneva, rather than

of St. Andrew'’s, Glasgow, and Aberdeen, the older foundations of;

According to Sir Alexander Grant in The Story of the Uy
Edinburgh (1883), Geneva “set an example of confounding the functions. and
of a university with those proper 0 a college” (p. 178), and Edinburgh followed
The similarities between the two institutions are far 0o striking to be merely
dental.

“To trace the influence of Geneva one step further, when the Right Ho
able George Ramsay, ninth Earl of Dalhousie, was Lieutenant-Governor
Province of Nova Scotia in 1820, he laid the cornerstane of the first building of
college that was eventually to bear his name and become Dalhousie Univer
said, “"This College of Halifax is founded for the instruction of youth in the
Classies and in all Philosaphical studics. [ s formed in imitation of the U
of Edinburgh" So the conception that Calyin embodied in the Academy of
and that was copied by the founding fathers of Edinburgh, was transplant
Canadian life.




