WHITMAN'S CANADIAN FRIEND
E. G. Berny
.ﬂb recent number of the DaLrousie Review I made some
observati

recorded their impressions. Charles Dickens was perhaps

most notable, but Walt Whitman was also among them, and

people are aware that his Journal of a Visit to Canada v
. It is poor stuff,

‘hés, and it contributes nnthlng

hitman's poetry, for By Blue Ontario’s Shore was written
hio and the shore is the southern one,

ard Maurice Bucke of London, Ontario. Bucke is an inter-
and curious figure; he was Whitman's closest friend for a
of years, the recipient of many letters from him. He is

d to Trequently in every biographical study of Whitman,
himself wrote a biography of the poet. Bucke's own

1y is at present being written by his son-in-law, Dr.
Seaborn of London, and it must contain much new

n material. His connection with Whitman is therefore
est to us.
ard Maurice Bucke was born in England in 1837, and
to Canada with his parents when he was one year old.
his earlier years as a woodsman, construction man and

or, and his wanderings took him over a large part of the
For years he was engaged in a dispute over the

ip of the Comstock Mine, but meanwhile he studied
at MeGill, practised at Sarnia, and from 1877 until

h in 1902 was superintendent of the asylum at London.
otograph in Clara Barrus's book on Whitman shows & man
0 we might easily mistake for Whitman himself; there is

guiline, the eyes scientific and enquiring rather than
L ind roflective, & man of strong ideas and feelings.

‘was in 1870 that Bucke wrote from Sarnia to Whitman

. ation for his work and hoping one day to

The first meeting took place in 1877 at Camden,

.y, and it was to be tho first of many visits. Whitman's
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poetry and the controversy over the banning of Leaves of Grass
seem to have aroused this man’s intellivent and sympath
heart; he felt that he really appreciated Whitman and must
tell him so. Bucke in Calamus deseribes that first visit and the.
effect Whitman had on him:
It would be nothing more than the simple truth to state
that T was by it (this interview) lifted to and set upon a higher
lane of exsiancs; upan whioh L livo mots or jes contina
lived ever since . . .and my fecling toward the man Ws
‘Whi from that day to the present has been and is mnl
the deepest affection and roverence,

‘Whitman later told how all his friends came to his side
gradually. He mentions this especially of Bucke, who evidently
told Whitman himself how slowly he was won over. Whitman
in his intensely egotistical manner said of him:

He was much given to Oriental atum&—mymcah 7

into |hem deep, oh so deep!—and coming along fresh fros

falling upon e, upon Walt, Whitman—the things ho had beem

dreumnl; ahout embodied right here in this modern world and

i an Amerioan—it wis o revalation of convineing signineanced

Whitman's friends came likewise to appreciate Bucke, and it was
an equally slow proeess. In 1802, the year after Whitman's
death, John Burroughs mentions in his journal a visit fi
Dr. Bucke, and his arrival brings him strangely into touch
Whitman again:
r. Bucke came this morning
He rﬂmlmh me st dy of \\'Allfllrgc. lo
‘e had a day full of tal
How "‘ua it is thlt you must love a man ere he seem wmthr {
your love! I did not used to like Dr. Bucke, but since the d

mun)y
pucker; whole look rather harsh and intense”.
himself described Bucke:
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strong_characte complex

o T imire s elbmbliy 0. capioy Abs

mmmns whilo in no ‘way overvaluing them; he is very worldly
et also very not-worldly—hns great ability to make his owa

way in the world, vet always has eyo . car for

conside Bucke's spirits are unfailing.

An exwplimun
and rebell

The two characters, often so much alike in temperament
hd‘ma. took a liking to each other, and thus began a great

gau as anyona ever came 0 know that erugmuc yat inspiring
everyone of \Whitman's frien
to haye grown to recognize Bucke as one oo themselyes,

 defend Whitman against the assaults of prudish morality
snobbish literary eriticism.

Bucke's visits to Whitman at Camden and Philadelphia
to have been frequent, and in 1880 and again in the following
Whitman visited Dr. Bucke in Ontario and the two friend.s
d from Toronto to Montreal and up the Saguenay
ki in his mind the idea of acting Boswell w

n's Johnsnn md was observing his friend closely. He

ersations with Whitman, receive
lnd it is doubtlul whether Whitman would have given
information he did to anyone but Bucke. Bucke’s Walt
tman, published in 1883, is the only authorized biography;
‘himself approved of i
1 have bad u thousand books and essays, and Dr. Bueke's
the only ane that thoroughly rudiates and desoribes
yay that 10 ink thoroughly dolineatos me. T aceept Dr.

has thousands of emendations by Whitman
it was statistically and spiritually revised by
from cover to cover”. The subjeot himself created

e itman writes:

s bonkis gong off sowly—not miioh cared for by my
ds—but I like it. 1 opposed the book all along, till Bucl
ting fairly out of Dmmmw came m o 0ne day and snid “Now
us ohstinate as you, and [ intend to bring it out whether
e it or no—so you had hetler make tho best of the matiar
p to make it authentic as far as you can.”
[Savod In, laaghed Bourtily and wroto tho Gecount of Ty bibthe
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phce and .nuwu‘lenli which occupies the first twenty-four pages

1 thought that there was a gers idea in
Buuku hwk-—tlm idea that Leaves of Grass was above all an
expression of the Moral Nature.

The idea of Moral Nature had been claborated in Bucke's book
of that title. Whitman says “it is worked out on

—clearly, reverently, impartially”. The truth seems to be that
Whitman was flatiered to the highest dogreo that a scholar,

do any unifying Bucke gave him, Whitman felt, soms
of the recognition as the poet of a Great Theme, the poet of
America, which the poets of the time and America in general,
except for a few faithful friends and not too exacting erities,
failed to give him.

During the lust years of his life, Whitman's correspondencs

to Bucke's visits and hopes to visit him
illness in 1888 when the faithful Bucke was with him constant
Whitman writes to Horace Traubel:

Tell him (Burroughs) also I am quite sure Dr. Bucke
time saved my life; that if he hud not been here to roll up

eves aud stay aud work and watel it ould bave i
cul

Bucke, Whitman writes, looks around the room and says “Walt
every serap of paper in this room is precious—will someday
interesting to the world”. Whitman remarks here “Bug
always runs to extremes”, or again in a gratified tone, “Maur
is just a little too much inelined to take

‘man, Sﬁll talking of his “‘medicine-men”, Whitman wri
after all the real man is Dr. Bucke. He has sl
P ey Boi B o
guch a steady land. Bucke is a sciontist, not  dostor; be

mal experi -is an expert in questions im

i the mumd-—is in every ort of way 8 large man— ®
far-secing. 1 especially owe him s0 mu

The scene at Whitman’s funeral is an unusual one. On all
hill slopes as far as the eye could see, is a great crowd of peop
There the messages from Tennyson, Rossetti, Symonds
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host of friends and admirers are read; and there again Bucke
and soveral others read selections from the poet's works.

After Whitman’s death his friends and followers felt the

to keop together and to preserve the memory of their

yod tiend.  Burrough is the most prominent ...d Dr

ko is again there; recruits are added overy year.
e death the friends published In ‘e Wuu
containing new facts from Whitman himself on his

B listion of reiuipwensons ma oitent aetamaion

 goveral of his friends. In 1897 Bucke edited and published

s, o collction of letters from Whitman to & young

. W'hen Edgar F‘nwcett' “spiteful allusions™

in The Conservator in 1898.
are engaged in & project for a great subseription edition
Whitman's complete works. Tt was to contain “a sort of
binmp * by the literary excoutors, of whom Bucke

'l’hsBuaks-Whltmn colleotion has boen, and still is, of the
importanee for students of Whitman, and more interest

m w be eyoked by Whitman and his work each year. The
ion made by Bucke also held a number of documents of
nan's earlier and comparatively unknown career, and copies
the rare earlier writings of Whitman, smong them the only
n copy of the first issue of The Freeman, the paper which
started in Brooklyn in 1848 after his return from New
Mauch valuable information ean be found in the Bucke

n alone, and much of the material is still unpublished,
One of the puzzles which perpetually creates difficulty in
n with Whitman and Leaves of Grass is the sudden

of his admittedly brilliant talent. The problem

had discussed it with John

Whitman's earlier writings, Bucke observes, show
nh;bum talent; they are “not up to the average of even
Miss Esther Shephard

solution in George Sand's Countess of Rudoljstadt, and
that Whitman there obtained his conception of the Bard

y. Bucke finds the answer to tho pmbh!m of

n The
.idnbnrmd in Bueke's book of that title, first puhha.hed
‘and in its seventh edition in 1931.
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Bucke was the first to employ this term in regard to
Whitman's _inspiration, and his inferpretation was accepted
by many who knew Whitman well, and by Edgar Lee Masters
in his biographical study of Whitman. Masters says of Bucke's
book that it is a “fascinating performance, whatever stock
may be taken in its mysticism”. Certainly Bucke must have
read widely but, us Burroughs said, he rides an idea too hard.
What he calls “cosmic eonsciousness” is simply another ferm
for poetical i which Whitman had to no
small degreo; and “cosmic conseiousness” is as good & term s
any to designate the heightened imagination of the poet. But
it is no new discovery.

And here we must leave Dr. Bucke. We have seen only
a part of his manifold activity, where it impinged upon one of the.
most fascinating and at the same time most puzzling figures
in literature. But every student of Walt Whitman must be
grateful to Bucke for the many illuminating facts and impress-
ions of which every writer on Whitman has made use, and it is
cspecially interesting to seo that it was a Canadian who came
to Whitman at & time when friends were few, and remained
with him.




