L. M. MONTGOMERY'’S “ANNE”

E. Weser

INJOT until early in this century did Canadian _writers of
fietion quite have the realistic eye to see wxm literary
material might be gathered from our commonplace farms,
lonly villages and remote frontiers, provided one h.d tho lnaok
of selocting and “processing’ it—without over-processing.
“They began to realize that life around them was as interesting
as Barrie's Thrums or Bret Harte's California,” says Highways
of Canadian Literature. 'The same writer points out that on
reading Tan Maclaren’s Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush, Adeline
M. Teskey declared, “I know just as interesting peoplo in
Canada”; and so stimulated, sho wrote her Where the Sugar
Maple Grows—readable sketches of Canadian village characters.

The aboye authority calls 190 the real beginning of the
Second Renaissance in Canadian fiction, for in that year were
publishvd three “community novels” of note: L. M. Mont-

mery’s Anne of Green Gables, Marian Keith's Duncan Polite,
#nd Nellie MeClung's Sowing Seeds n Danny. So strong &
start in this experiment doubtless soon brought publishers
a grievous lot of manuseripts; though in L. M. Montgomery's
case the publishers’ trouble later on was not to read more of her
manuseripts but to get more of them fast enough. 'The five
sadder and wiser publishers who had rejected Anne of Green
Gables evidently saw no future in the community novel, ab
least when written by an obscure stranger. Out of her twenty-
one novels it is the six or soven Anne books we are now to
re-read and appraise.

Ta write with third-rate interest about the common peapl
and their daily doings is easy; to writeabout them with second-
rate interest is not extra hard; but to do it with first-rate interest
is surprisingly difficult. L. M. Montgomery has depicted the -
common people of Prince Edward Island with first-rate interest;
for, having grown up smong them, she knows their ways, their
traditions, their souls, as Dickens knows his islanders. And et
some of her critics are not won over; one of them, reviewing
the later Canadian literature some years ago, called the Mont-
gomery novels “ths nadir of Canadian fioion”’ Of course
romantic plot is missing. To a reader of the old school,
e il far-spun_yarns of romance vibrating with
heroic excitement, the humbler affairs of the community novel
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may well be piddling neighborhood fusses. But many of the
st late novels, highly rated and widely read, ar quite without

escale plot interest. What, no terrific tenseness betwoen
antagonistic forces! No Himalayas sealed in pursuit
villain! No war over the duchess! Well then, has the

ty novel any compensating substitute? The com-
mlnumm in the first-rate community novel is the

ﬁ-inm—m of reality in the new Canadian novel is mainly
cler interest, heightened by concentrated regional setting

I not far behind is the interest of incident, To make up in

way for lack of plot structure is obviously no easy assign-

Before you know it, you have the dry rot of dullness—

you serape inta unsavory realism. Thon, too, this kind

, far more than the heroie romance, attracts the spoiling

or. Even so, if your author knows his kind and knows his

interest of reality fills the bill excellently.

day we meet people who have read a few of the Anne

ts, and there are those who have made a clean sweep of the

romery shelf, or have re-read parts of it. As for favorite

‘many have read Anne of Green Gables two, three, and

't know how many” times. An ex-collegiate student of

now a mother, wrote recently:

A German Mennonito girl of cleven comes to my study
fimea twice s wook for a next Auno slory, bocause “AY
io library Anne books are always ouf, and tho last
ad was all worn out and dirty". I quiz her a bit on these
knowledge is surprising. What is there in them
this child, who is being brought up in a different

the illusion of reality. Herein is our author's
lity: her upward trend and idealization of life is so
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mmnuy veiled as entertainment that our girls are off guard

being made better, and so are mmle better. “They

just mp out of the book and are with us" Ts it any wonder

that of the hundreds all over the world who wrote their thanks

and appreciation to the author, & number of younger girls
addressed Anne Shirley, Green Gables, Avonlea, P. B. 1.7

Anne of Green Gables is getting to be used as story material

at school from grade three to first year high-school. Tn’ s,mkmh |

school, and in practically all the provinces it is recommended
for school libraries, though in New Brunswick all the L. M,
Montgomery books are thought suitable only “for very young
children”. Tn Prince Edward Island, Rilla of Ingleside is supple-
‘mentary reading for grade VII; also in Manitoba, as well as
Magic for Marigold. The wide age range is striking, and indicates
fine literary elasticity in these Anne books. These, Protestant
Quebec reports, are all in the school libraries and are quite
popular in the high-school grades, Rainbow Valley being &
favorite. From Anne of Green Gables dialogues and scenes aty
sometimes played in the class-room; here in Saskatoon we
have seen it acted full stage throughout, dvpzhlly abridged,
by a collegiate cast before a large public andicnce. Small boys:
ese books above board, big ones on the sly, “to see whai
serape s Anne-girl gets into next”. Boys with changing
voices eroak again:
kindred spirits " n 1e
back to pick up th
i Anné stories brighten up with understanding smiles st spof
whero their granddaughters gigzle. A neighbor borrowed our
Anne of Green Gables (needs patehing and dry‘cleamug) for.
her bed-ridden mother, aged ninety-four, who still i
enough to fancy she's Marilla; for in a reading circlo long g
they, said, e teds thes et Wil b mere ‘s a “Insilier:
soon after Green Gables was published, a missive came to the
author from Mark Twain's secretary, a copy of Mark's note:
to Francis Wilson, famous actor:

Anne of Green Gables is the sweetest creation of child life yob
itten.

How the great humorist felt Anne’s spelll When L. M. Mont-
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died, a newspaper pointed out a quotation from him in
on this author:

Aune Shirley, the heroine of Anne of Green Gablas, is the del.ntt
ﬂdmol!movmglndd lightful child since the immortal Alice.

Anne of Ingleside, a belated sequel to several sequels
Gables, Jane Spence Southron said: “Mark Twain,
been alive, would have approved of the later Anne.
She has worn well; or rather, there is no sign of wear about her.
W only from the United States came such praise. For
nee of her literary work and the pleasure it has spread
lands and languages, King

is gifted
who hld so delighted himself and his wife by her
‘creal
king bu:k through the years fo that great day when she
Green Gables from the publishers, L. M. Montgomery

did not dmm 'h-t Gretn Gal) d be the siccess it was.

might hkn it, hut that was the

Mtuelhnperlmmuch But men and women who are

its, boys at school and colhgu old pioncers in_ the

tralian bush, missionaries in China, monks in remote monas-

nd Ted-headed girls all over the Wurld have written me
loved Anne and her family.

was rewarded not only by appreciation:

\ﬂnmﬂabln. she wrote (E«mmamaﬂ 's World, 1917) *
6l fnfo Swadah and Dutch. y Swedish co

l.s bben

o ugh? The cover mfn
bengttiursof Ao waring  sunbonin,carying the fanous
and with bair literally an intense
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8o, are these Montgomery tales not nearer the zenith than
the nadi? Can so many people of &0 many kinds in so many
lands be charmed by cheap fietion with its anaemic reality?
The adverse critics can still keep their souls in clover on ripping
adventure, dashing romance, bigwig inrigus and unlimited

Thongh it is still the Creator's secret how a talent produces
its effects, let us visit the Montgomery study and see at
least what distinguishing elements, what salt and savor, this
creator puts into her characters. No, this is not an interview.
Delicately sensitive to personality, she gets sharp impressions
of people’s inner selves, and is downright happy in exercising
her resourceful inventiveness on all kinds of circumstances in
which to show their behavior in action and to let us feel their
atmosphere. To get us perfectly acquainted with her Tsland.

eeds by a technique she is learning, but just by an
instinet for her characters, Warm with emotion and anlmamd
by lust. she enters into them like a dramatist.
e understands Matthew Cuthbert of Green Gables!
When this lqnery, taciturn soul speaks, he has something to
say; his few words, so coolly spoken, make impressions. About
such self-suppressing persons there emanates an aura of pathog,
which we feel in this rude Scotchman, long-haired old f; 7

secret, wordless love.”
145 Tuoksmound. * ink onds, ok the fret e, tiin ehy gl

Matthew was a person of contral importance: the white majesy
of death had fallen on him and set him apart as one crowned
 gathered of the hallowel

te as eonvincing a reality is Marilla, his old-maid sister,
Are there, or have there ever been, such stern, dour,
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municative Scotch Presbyterians? Well, isn’t this their very
‘race-brand back a generation or two? Not on their sleeves bne
n their deep dense interiors they wear, or wore, their hearts.
to years of the orphan's softening presence, it took
tthew's funeral to make Marilla confess she loved the child,

Joy
ever since you came to Tirean Gaples, oo Sootah
all we graciously call it her dogged con-

u)
her hard attitude; backed further by Matthew’s
seeret love of the girl. The complexity is left nicely veiled, and

es good reading for those who know the old Seoteh tempera-
. Though Marill's earlier scoldings and denials give us
tache, we do not find it hard to forgive her in m end:
never been easy for mo to say things out eart.”
n some of us not exaetly Scotch might give the Dld spinster
brotherly handshake on that if we could get ourselves to do it.
what & clean job she made of it once she got round to it!
d in her bosom!
author replied she had come to feel the same way, explaining
objoct had been to bring Anne a needed sacrifice. Right or
one fine thing accomplished by it is the highly-due
tion of Marilla.

§ A new tho arphan: the Anno of Gireen Gables the Anne
t yonle, the Ao of the Island, the Anne of Windy Poplars,
ne of the House of Dreams, the Anne of Ingloside,

& ) Fila of Toglamide, Attar a closer look at liet, el

bout Marilla and Matthew needs to be re-read. Let us

hat kind of energy, what sweetness and light, we can flnd

World-Anne, whose major carly troubles, next to her

: were her carrot hair, her freckled nose, and the

tion of seeing her name without an e.

05 ey, & tal skinny thing of olover, wai tempera-
and emotional that her big light-gray eyes

or a kind of amber glint, according to mood

of anger or a spell of rapture over natural scenery.

things was meat and drink to her soul. The beauty

Gables at first sight made her want to live there forever.

re at the very start of the Anne flction wo have first class

between humble character and humble circumstance:
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the anguish this sensitive child endures hecause she is a mistake
and is to be driven out of her Eden to make room for a boy.
An insipid character in this fine suspense would be boring.
At the above-mentioned dramatization of Green Gublea the
audience felt the power of this scene, for were all
tenderly affectioned toward this individualistio littlo hemms,
and getting adjusted to her. Then her eestacy on learning she
was to stay swung our emotions the other way. Next comes the
process of mistress bringing up ward—and ward “bringing up”
mistress. “Father” had been brought up while listening to
Anne’s charming chat during the long buggy ride home. The
old ascetic restraint and the new rebellion against it carry on
the aetion, until by degrees the mistress is nine-tenths conquered:
and doesn’t know it, at least hates to own it, even to herself.
Not that the ward plotted it; her unconscious influence brought
it about. Not Anne's outhreaks, but her quiet innate force
liberalized the old-school Calvinist into healthy discipline,
Still, the early strictness, though marred by harshness, had the
effect of giving the child a compensating appreciation of life’s
blessings. Interesting reciproeity!

Anne is charming when she gets stormy. The abuses she
suffers win her our tender feelings, which make her outbursts
all the more startling. When the too neighborly Mrs. Rachel
Lynde discharged her blunderbuss at her over her freckles,
skinniness and carrot hair, she was “properly horrified” at the
response she got; and nobody who was at Avonlea School the
d.uy Gilbert Blythe made fun of Anne's hair before the whole
room when sehool was on will ever forget the scene she put up
in dealing with him. Small events, these, but character and
incident co-operate to make appealing young people's literature.
of them in their contexts; and appealing Joung people’s literature
makes no dull reading for older generaf

‘The Anne series of the Monugnmsry ocyels hak on 1 il
interest the development of this serawny, sensitivo orphan into
& toughened and enlightoned mother. To those who have not.
read Green Gables, the initial volume, this may sound blank
and bleak, but only to those. Across the territory of these
volumes her personality runs like a power line, distributing
energy and light and love, right and left, wherever there is
human material that can take tho current. Naturally and.
sutistyingly her presenco dominates the whole sequence. In -
letting such a mite evolve to such & power, the author has
nowhere strained the laws and ways of reality to contrive an-
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d high society. Here we have that basic middle course
circlos enduringly and fulfillingly ahout a woman’s centre
ity: a childhood home with nature’s health and refinement
about; enough choring to learn housekeeping; pre-
school, then eollege with its enlarging culture; a spicy

“ho introduction of Anne into the community—Asne, so
 tmoonventional, so |mll|;m'mvm and so altogethor different tmm

mirth-provol . Others can write plot stories, but most
SRR AR DA R A ) country

er delicate comprehension Anne has unlimit
ith her deli h As has unlimited
hy. aud so hecomes ahelphl.l confidante to young and old

[
ver undertakes a match without believing it means
s, and her successes sweetly reward her. But her major
y Aldnn and Stella, upon which she expends her slyest
suffers such a sheepish deflation that she is eured
lhe learns the pair were blissfully engaged beforehand!
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Reporting to the author on my complimentary copy of
Anne of Ingleside, T noted how my wife and I wero further
impressed by her understanding of children, and how at spots
our mellow smiles became 'teenish laughs; for tho story was a
delightfully undulating streak of entertainment. She replied
1 needn't have been so nico with my compliments: the yarn,
spun to order as a fill-gap in Anne's life, was mainly padding.
“But yarn and eiderdown, not hay,” I retorted, bound to have
the last word, “make nice padding.” 1f this story lacks strict
organio unity, it has at any rate the continuity of family raising,
and such a family! Anne’s, of course. One must know them,
seo them in action, overhear their remarks, be asked their ques-
tions, and feel the atmosphere, to get all there is.

As to gap-fillers: the Montgomery novels falls
into the Anne, the Emily, aud the Fof groups. The first in each
is written out of fascination for the dominating heroine,
ing ones camo at the insistence of readers and publishers of the
first. L. M. M. did not experience heavenly joy in writing them

all. “That detestable Anne!” she wrote on receiving her
publishers’ demand for a second Anne volume. “I'm her slave
al The idea makes me sick.” She wrote not one more

Anne volumo but six, and wrote some of them in reverse: not
in chronological order us lived by Anne, but as the publishers
kept finding that more Anne books were wanted. So from time
to time a gap was discovered in Anne's carcer big enough to
accommodate a book. In Rilla of Ingleside Anne is a settled
housewife, mother of six, three at the front in World War L
Tauny thoawlmsdnessof aving fo go back severl Aune bookg
and school principal in Anne of
Windy Poplars. Agun, ‘preparing to write Anne of Ingleside,
a year before World War I1, she mounts a magie mantle and
rides annihilatingly backward through the years and through
her books to invent Anne-life lived before World War I. Tt
is hard to think the author got no enjoyment out of the writing
once she got warmed up to it; there is a live glow in it all,

How tempting it would he to show up the charming style
of theso tales, which adds so much to the interest, but our conelu-
sion is elbowing in.

L. M. Montgomery's funeral, Rev. Dr. Frank Baird

said of her:
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Kingdoms which others aboriouy teee o enter aa cannot,
she canie info as by natural inheritance, and . she
B s it o o e Wi g s
marsllons ifs: and whil her salcs it millions thre is
nowhere i that s yworthy, @ syllable that an o oﬂ"end
wod her magic wand, and the ugly things fled tway.—
in Record June 42,

not these Anne stories as interesting as the

ence liberated, liberalized Marilla, Mrs. Lynde, Miss Barry;
ood her ground against the Pyes, the slunu. the Prlnzlau.

'you doubt that if your daughters got to know har well,
would feel a stimalating lift from her toward becoming
“girls they would like to be?
NOTE
Anne Books in Order of Events—
(Not as Writlnn)
: Anno arrives and grows up.
I.m hmhl-\ Avonlea School.

the Island: imond College.
Windy Popl I’oplar ipal at Summerside—Love lotters

louse ﬂl Dmmu Settles dﬂwn ‘married—Jem born.
Ingleside: 'F'lve moro Blythes bor
V Il« grow up with khe manse children.
“Atind's threq boys in World War I.
lub two Anne recedes to the gackground)



