CAN GERMANY BE DEMOCRATIC
AFTER THE WAR?

W. EneNsTRIN

AS the contours of victory over the Axis become more and
more definite, the discussion of the German problem rightly
inereases in volume and intensity. Pre-war isolationists and
sympathetie friends of totalitarian ideas have tried to convinee
the American people that Japan is the main enemy of the free
world. Tt is certainly no coincidence that many former **America
Firstors” have now become *Japan Firsters”. The people who
labored for over eight years, from 1933 to 1941, to convince
this nation that President Roosevelt and Great Britain
constituted the main danger to our liberty, rather than Hitler
and the Nazi drive for world domination, have chosen to persist
in this attitude although we are now fighting Fascism and
Nazism in the battlefield. They have failed in their campaign
to befuddle the American people. The major strategical decision
of the United Nations—to get Germany out of the war first,
and then to concentrate on Japan—is the result not only of
purely military considerations, but also of the realization that
Germany represents ideologically a threat to the western world,
whereas there is little danger that Shintoism and the god-
‘worship of the Mikado will spread among the free nations.
Discussions about post-war Germany are often based on
the assumption that she will be democratic after the war. Some
people hope that the Germans will learn their lesson this time,
repent, and eleet the democratic system of government. Others
are less optimistie, and frankly doubt whether this change would
be a change of heart, or just an act. As a consequence,
they would not hesitato to impose self-government upon the
German people.
Paychologieally, it is easy to understand why almost every-
body thinks of pos'rwnr Germany only in terms of rspub ican
vo know that d peace
thrive on each olher The more intense our aversion to, a.nd fear
of, more wars in our lifctime becomes, the more will we be
possessed by the wishful hope that Germany will go democratic
after the war. According to recent public opimion polls, over
eighty-five per cent of those questioned generally predict future
events in accordance with what they would like to see happen.
‘Where the future event is of vital importance, the tendency to
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thinking will be even more irresistible. This is the
o ul our thinking about post-war Germany. It is so
envisage a non-demoeratic Germany after this
‘h ﬂut wo ralus« to think rationally about llmh an eventuality.
This article argues, on the contrary, first, that we have to
consider a non-democratic regime in post-war Germany as
probubilily or certainty rather than as  possibility. Second,
contrary to the prevalent opinion, this in itself need not
looked upon as an irremediable catastrophe to the peace and
peedom of the world.

~ The view that demoeracy can be achieved in Germany
} foree can be disposed of quickly. The one and only thing
in the world that cannot he forced by anyone anywhere in the
world is voluntary action. Everything can be imposed except the
(o do someihing voluntarily. Democracy is, in its truest
ning, & way of life in which people act and think voluntarily
the time. For that reason democracy is also the only

Bk st the chanse of Germany voluntarily adopting
‘political institutions after the war in anything like the

erma

fourteen years, when the English, a people of the

wuue-.l genius, have been at it for six hundred and
years, and aro still far from perfection.
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The most |mp¢mnnl single fact about the whole of German
Mistory s that Germany is the only major country in the world
that has never had a papuhr revolution. The peasant robellion.
of 1525 was the only genuine mass revolt in German life, and
it was quickly suppressed by the princes. None other, incident-
ally, than Martin Luther exhorted the princes to crush the rebels
regardless of the cost in blood and suffering. Since then Germany
has never escaped from Ordnung and Disziplin as the two main
pillars of her social order and political government. The
seventeenth century is the century of the great English revolu-
tions, the eighteenth of the American and French revolutions,
the nineteenth of the Italian Risorgimento and the great popular.
revolutions in Latin America, and the twentieth century has
witnessed two of most eolossal popular revolutions of all time,
the Russian and Chinese revolutions. The one country that s
conspicuously absent from this list of great popular revolutions
is Germany.  We shall understand next to nothing about German_
civilization and polities before, during and after Nazism unless
we remember this fact.

Nozism has accentuated this tradition of authoritarianism
in Germany. First came the physical liquidation of whatever
liberal and progressive elements the government could lay its.

on. Those who could escape abroad may never come back,
The intellectual and propagandist campaign camo next. This
was not as difficult as is often amed in forsign eonniciety
Even before the Nazi
voting public had voted for parties it s frankly touhumn
in thought and action. It is also too often overlooked that while
Nazism is not confined to Germany, that country was neve
theless the only one in the world where it was voted into power.
In view of the fact that the Nazi and Fascist parties in s:ﬂ

i k

is one which is not dramatie in appearance, and therefore little
discussed: the enormous reduction of the size of the G
middle elasses under ten years of Nazi rule. Tn my recent b
The Nazi State (Farrar and Rinehart, publishers, New York)
T have given the facts and figures which prove the decline of
the middle classes in German lie, socially, economically, and
politically. As labor became searce in the total German
economy long before 1939, more and more small businessmen,
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| artisans were turned into factory workers. Taxation and

Darty had posed as tha saviour of the German middle olasses
t the double menaco of Big Capital and Big Lubor.
the Nazi promises to the middle classes were sincere
The logic of Naz i
pormanent war economy was stronger than those

y has shown so far that liberal democracy was origin-

and later sustained by the efforts and ideas of

classes in countries like Enghnd France and the

d Staten, By partly prolotarianizing the German middle

azism has further softened the psyuhulozmu resistance
people to outright totalitarianism.

my prediction is correct—that Germany will not be

B8 15 a v I 5 roasouably nees Satire=dbes

4 necessarily imply that another German war is around the

r Tt is not true that non-democratic

these countries have not the industrial resources to wage
der present conditions.
non-demoeratic Germany will therefore represent no

ce war,
first; of these two conditions, the giving up of the master
, depends solely upon the decision of the German

ter the Germans will be left again, as in 1918, in posses-
Lof the industrial resources to wage total war, will depend on
ations.



