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EDITORIAL 

In this issue of Dalhousie Review, we are very pleased to publish the 
edited texts of three distinguished lectures given at different times and 
places, all of which bear on the experience of minority groups in Canada. 
In the cases of both Blacks and Acadians, minority has historically be­
tokened persecution and suffering, the question of remedies for which 
must still trouble all Canadians. One small step, which at least has the 
merit of overcoming ignorance, is the recognition in Canadian universities 
of the need to study and debate the experience of our fellow citizens. 
The lectures on which the articles by Peter Paris and Glenda Simms are 
based were given to inaugurate the James Robinson Johnston Chair in 
Black Canadian Studies at Dalhousie University. 

In 1898, James Robinson Johnston was the first Nova Scotian Black 
to graduate in Law from Dalhousie. He went on to a distinguished career 
in legal practice and remained a proponent of social justice throughout his 
short life. He died in 1915 at the age of 39, shortly after being appointed 
a judge of the Nova Scotia Supreme Court. The purpose of the chair, 
which has been established in his name, is to promote research into the 
history of Black Canadians and record their history. 

Naomi Griffiths was the distinguished lecturer at the annual meeting 
of the Canadian Historical Association in 1992. Her article, like those of 
Paris and Simms, is both personal, insofar as it recounts Griffiths's own 
involvement with Acadian history and experience, and professional. 
Notably, and unlike the distinguished Johnston lecturers, Griffiths arrived 
at her understanding from outside the community to which she has com­
mitted her scholarly career. 

A. R. A. 


