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ETWEEN the Baltic Sea and the Mediterranean there is
D 4 belt of territory inhabited by a number of smaller nation:
Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Hunganms, Serbs, Croats, Slovenes,
‘Rumanians, Greeks an

e semi-foudal empires to which they
onged, only after Woodrow Wilson's principles

were made effective after 1918.
There ywas a period of two decades between the two World
fars. Eastern Burope lived through serious and difficult times,
a5 most of the world did, but it also showed its determination
tolive its own life. All tho indopendent states have proved that

they were natural and vital, and not artificial, constructions.
It was exxwuy those “new” states that stood up to the Nazi
It was those now and small states that wrote an

There was a strong trend toward collaboration and unifica-
on in Eastern Burope in the post-war period. It was a natural
, based on similar social and economic structure, similar

ds and wants, similar beliofs and battles, similar tradition

A confederation of free peoples, and not a con-
glomerate of subjugated peoples, as was the character of the
apsburg Central European Empire. The idea grew, and
und its numerous supporters. But the process had to be slow
d painful for many reasons, one of them being the acute
tional situation and the readiness of Nazi Germany to
it any kind of system and order in Eastern Europe whmh

‘might oppose her Drang nach Osten. Still, two regional systems
were attempted, the Little Entente and the Balkan Entente.
both had many difficulties, and many blunders were
itted during the time of their work, but they both sprang
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from that powerful desire of those small nations to live in peace
and to build & better common future.

Then came the war, the Nazi invasion of Central Europe
and the Balkans. Those countries that fought the aggressor
formed their governments-in-exile; those that submitted became,
willingly or not, members of the

Those in exile (Jugoslavia, thoslovlku Poland,
Greece), having their formal governments in !nndon, oonﬁmud
the fight, with means at their disposal, against the Axis. They
are allies of Great Britain and her allies in this gigantic war
that is being fought for the principles of democracy, inter-
national decency, and social and economie security.

Common experience, the fate of their lands, a common
will to work for a better and safer future have united the
governments-in-exile in their desire to come closer together and
try to shape a common policy. The first result of this sincere
attempt was the declaration of Poland and Czechoslovakia,
signed in London on November 11, 1940, after previous discus-
sions between the iwo respective governments, headed by
Sikorski and Benes.

Then, on November 5, 1941, at the time of the Conference
of the International Labor Organization held in New York,
n Declaration of Common Aims was signed by the repruanuﬁvu

‘zechoslovakia, Jugoslavia, and Greece. It is
unduulmdly an act of first historieal significance, and, dwuld
a confederation of Central and East European states be made.
real, November 5 will mark the beginning of the first chapter
of a new book.

It was in a spirit of democratic good-will, understanding,
sincere insight, and a deep concern for the future that the
Declaration was conceived.  Its beginnings were a spontaneous
affair; it was generated down on the floor of the Millin
Theatre at Columbia University, where delegations exchanged
viows in a most informal way. It is significant that the frame-
work, the Conference of the International Labor tion,
was a real democratic parliament of the world, a place whers.
responsible minds of the United States, Belgium, Great Brndn.
Canada, Poland, Mexico, South Africa, Greece,

India and so many other countries engaged in discussion .ml
planning.

The Declaration was signed on November 5, after the

work of the ions of Poland, C:
Jugoslavia, and Greece, headed by Jan Stanezyk, Jan Masaryk,
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Kosanovich, and Aristide Dimitratos, the chief govern-
t delegates, respectively. It should be noted that strong
came from the British side, in the first place from
it R. Adae, Lurd Privy Seal and chief of the Government
m George Gibson, vice-president of the

itish 'md- Umon
_ The Declaration in itself is “a document composed of four
n parts. The first part describes the régime of occupation
oppression that exists at present in Eastern Europe. The
emphasizes the allied effort and the part of the

tio , and hopes for a victory of
iples embodied in e tontic e

V The countries of Central Europe and the Balkans reaffirm
found devotion to the democratic principle, and express
e g A i

oo e expres the firm convition that tho pence that wil
falow vieory will bring to our proples, us well s to al peoples

{ the. world, enjoyment of the four freedoms dofied
the Rbolrvnh.-(lhumhxll declaration.

Part Four is possibly the most significant one, because i

foundations for common action in the field of social and
omic reconstruction after the war. It also envisages a
mon destiny of the new bloe of nations in a true European
v order of democracy, tolerance, economie and social progress

W« Iln that the end of this war, which was forced upon us,
undred million inhabitants of Central Kurope and the

lat mmn e, T
spirit that our in s been coneeived,

ﬁ is in this same spirit of frank fnundly (-o\llLbnmuml h
ve the part to be played by our countries in the reconstruc-
‘o new Europe, enjoying a stable peace, with freedom and
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It was significant that the Declaration was signed on
American soil. It was the United States and their President
Woodrow Wilson, who had such an important rdle in the building
of pmw Eastern Europe. It is America which is again so
vitally interested in a constructive peace in that part of the
world. ’I‘hu engineers of the Declaration were conscious that
they addressed themselves partly to the American nation,
and that they wanted to base their aims on the policies adopted
in the Atlantic Charter. It was the American press that replied
to that with words of encouragement and hope. On November
5, 1941, Anne O'Hare MeCormick wrote in an editorial in the
New York Times about a federation of 110,000,000 people, and
under the title “First Outlines of a New Great Power."

Tt now rests with those responsible for the leadership of the
four governments-in-exile to continue with the effort make
real the ideas of the New York Declaration, For the time bllll(
one can work but on a blueprint, but blueprints become real
things if there is enthusiasm, imagination, and power hehind
them. As it is now, the Declaration shows a way toward &
Eattar future of the masses of the peasant population of Eastern
Europe.




