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BIRDS OF PREY: A STUDY 01-' OUR MUTUAL FRIEND 

l"h<occrrtoipdM>da<,wbichhc:wtthhiolongn.r1Dc"<<rcouldd"""'""·was,n. 
hc: bad <>hcnded th!. Suprnn< Powm;-tho.t he b3d part<d ca<nf""'J witb Ill< aa1lll 
tnn<rF-ofthioUni•u .. ,at>dfollowcdtbctratU>Cfltoo.tt<rAppearon.:athaeot;.uod 
to wao :am•od ~ru. !'roporly" "the oe<rd ol allunham men at>d unhappy­
Had th<y know11 Natun'o nglll truth, N"atun"o right tnnh would ha": ....dt: tbao 
f=. Tb<fhaubooatrno.,.,..hantod;noggcropdl-bound,rC<Iingon tho bro.okii.'*F 
ptt~. bccauO<thc:y _,..,not wiO< enough. n..r ha•c forgon«~ the nglu. !Mer T.., 
andUtkrnupwtthtbcO....CShamtru<. 

Our Mut,.../ Fne~d " Dickcm" la11 completed I>OVCI. Ao a vtoioo of oocitfJ • 
rdleao the tombrc optnwn~ th.>t he had fO<med oonttming the cood..liOII cl. f1-
bnd. A• a IO"Qtk of an it ~ the: d<ill m O<ganic wunur<. dw duting ..... 
bio btc 00\'dl. lnopired by the govcrnmcnt'o confu1i<m and rcd-upo: dun"S dlt 
Cn"""'n c.>mp;ttgn and by tto rtst!olllncc to the Admmutrau...: Rdorm ~ 
DickctU" oymbolo ol England in Urzk Domr Wet~' the: bbyrutth md tlr.c ..... 
down univc.-..:. Si""" th.>t time. he: had wit~ l>l> cncoo.uagmg chlns< tfl 
$llCi:tl ordu. Panic:ul.:irly d.J~tUWng to horn W>S the alflvt<tioo tlw any 
b.twwt govcrnmcnt and poooplc wat pu•dy unagmuy: ~ Propk if 
on .botracuon 10 them; a Grc21 llaby.~' In tcvcral aniclcs foo- Hflf'u~ali/ W 
he dabotatcs thi1 view. In KWhcrt Arc Thcyl" (H W, l/4/5-'1) he •cflcru 01 
anuzing arny ol poooplc who make up oot:icty hut whom OM JlC\"t7 dttttcu 
one. forKhc.ow a« "'"etotdlany one nun from another •.• by hio dn:oo 
In "Th~1 Other Public:" (HW. J/2.155) he enlarges tilt idea, ap~•ring th< 
bcliddutt~og>.llthc:rightprincipkoofliCliontuclfuis""-'"(t"thclcto 

by the: iM<II~ ~nd muddle of "the public~, that is. an tmagmary publi< th.t 
pcrrniu all the rorrupuon m gov~•nmcnt and big busi-. In ~"Tbo Gm1 
(HW, 4f8fii) he dwdil ironic:.ally on the: pcrnmcm"o tn:~bihty lO (.(>ITIC • 

with the public it ouJ'I"''C''Iy '9"eocnu. And Ka1 to the popul.or !ipirit".br 



BIRI)S OP PREY: A STUDY 01' OUR .\IUTUAL FRIEND 

Ill Forstcr. ~~~ Ius cnrnc to be 10 cnurdy M:p>r.ltcd from the Parliament and Gcn·· 
<mmr:m. and 10 l"'rfootly >j»theuc about <h~m both. th.:u I scuoudy think it a 
f!Qt poncmnu• oign."' To l\lurudy he: writes, "I do relua:amly believe that the 
En~li•h pwple are habitually conscming I»nics to the mtscrable imbcdity mto 

"·hio;h ,...,. have fallen. <tnJ nnrr ""//A rip IA~m;dvn ""' ~;>f J/."0 In 1~5? h~ belicv .. 
"lt]'f...-ni~Uvc Covcrnmem •.. a miocnhlc failure :unon~ uo',.; and, when ask...! 

., 11l.l"ld for an urw;nntcste<l """' '" the: Hou,., of Commons. he rcplod. ~No wn· 
lidouuon W"<JUid indUtt me to broomt a Member <J that am;uing instiunion.~• 

lntlw:, )'<'~"until his de.lth, he obsrnrcd, and in All Tltc y...,, RounJ aposcd 
., ronunuuus "'tire, anotl-w,r tnUrtt ,,f OOp:tir, the chtcanery nf big business, 
epm..ll~ o:,f joint-ftnek hln~• and oomp:tni .. and <J cnnotrua:ion swindla;. "Going 
-., Ru<in<>s" (AYR. May \l, 20. 11. 186S) is a chanctcriotic ocnn .1hout a Gr.,k 
CIJ"I>Iiu whn with th= hundred pnunds ntahlish .. a jnim.u•>e~ cnmp:tny with 
-. hu"<he> in l..ondon, Smyr11.1, and C>.lcua. The lmncho drow upon e:oc:h 

('ltttntoffornthous;~ndpound.ota time, and u...thcfltlltious tnnney 

in otbtr compQniQ until ..-..:ntuo.llv the whole nucrpri,. collapsn. 
Frin.i/iotheanoQicnut~ofDickem'viewnlhtoonciavin 

t'"'O m:1in lMmtJ ~Pf.Qrcnt in the criticisms jUII rcf('l'rcd to are. 

ond politi""I rebti,...nships ~re bnt:ntic:d!v unrnl. ond """""""·that 
~ o!lownl commcrciol l'llp:!Citr on a hu~e <eole. The hoo~'s 

a forcduiandcnncrclefnrm l<Jthac i<kat. S,nislcr unr<:oli<y it 
ofdi,~:ui,..adootcdbvthc variou<chor:actcr._ ond npacitv.chicfly 

of """'"~in;:. i1 the novrl'• antral mooA. The ancn m;tnipulotion 

"'........,.,.,.' of Our Mu1md F.-in11l i< od:ono:fd to the J>Kd;ttM• !hot in­
Mr. Pickwi.ck 1<1 out fnr tlw:, form 01 Din~~;kv Odl, it ,...,,. on ~the 

that mi]l'ht ;nd..., a cou~k of cl<krly ~mlcmcn, in o londy 
their grcat-cn.:~ts and pl•v ot k..p·fr<>!( in pur~ li)!htnc:a of heart 

But the char:oc:tcrs of Our Muru"/ Fri~"d live in ~ different 
a d.3nk ond ll'loomv bhyrinth ovcr~h.:.doW«< by rdu,. heaps. 

""""" Mli~c 10 much monl ocw:~~. ond to be pausmg 
forttdit.,...,rthcho.nkandsunkitintherivcr"(20-l}. 

chopccr h=iing tn Book Thc Fint indicates. to "A Ditnul 
nunncr of cuwlin~. crctpin~. lluucrin;:, ond buuing crc:uutQft 

ah.rchar:oc:ter~tabtrd,abeut,orafisholpuyinthisowomp. 



hl;iny so.k the "gold dua of th~ Golden Du!.unan," Boffin, but beyood Boffini 
ophc:r~ oth~r predlturl ravag~ the fi"""''al, pohucal, and ~<JCial worlds in all dutt 

oons. Heg1nmng tlw: book, Dickens ~ wr~u~n w Forot~r: '"I so. my opc::runs 
pcrfroly, wnh 1he on< main lu1<0 on which tlw: 11ory 11 w turn.~' 1lw: oprnl"' 

for thi>; main line 11 the imual ounc oi G:rlkr He:<:~1n, with hi!. resemblance to ·, 

MdCd b1nl of prq" (3), hungnly oa~lung the Thames' murky "'atu. ~ _...,. 
u,, nval 111 thio old, esu.bl•mr.l profeujon (5« M;i~bew's ron•·c...,uoo ..,th a 
nV<:dindcr') " Rog"" RKkrhood, hinu<lf a "vermin , wat~r r;n" (111)), wbo 
compluncnu Haam oo h10 vultu=hkc sua:a. (-4). 1lw: III.lln line Uut <kvdopl 
from th1s "'~"" ;,. one in wh.ch .avengers. p.>rasncs, and vcrmm appear 1t COCl"f 

turn. 1lw: drowned man ;, mi012ken for 1hc heir tn the 1-bnnon inhcriuna. thl: 
fOI'tunt of Aa tnnYndow old rucil who m3dc hU money by Dust~ (U), d..r. il, 
by collec:ting, .. ning nut, arniKlling the garb:.ge of London.' lb. duot heap, I 
central •ymbol. U Lu:rally filthy lucre, am! beuu of prey arc poised all arOUlld. il. 

Clud among lhc prcd.uon lpng by to drag 111 cw.tClollun. Mr. Boffm, ...., 
io Wcgg, "a hgnco•UI 1ha']>er" (53}. He hu>trt ~bout Boffin'• &wcr "Lkc 

nuna bird" (2U). Unabk to read h•nudf, but foding tlo.u h11 new 
for lnOI'C' Wuc.:nion. Boffin hm:s W~gg. a Klkr of strett ballalb 
~terary, u tut .. r: "i\ ht.rary man-with a wooden l~g-nd.all Print 
him!" (49). Boffm ru.,,~ng aatcd hil prcftrtn<c, ~torroC fine bnld 
•pltn<t.d book .. as11 reach right down your pint of ~iew. and 
~ou," and WeJ:g ha\'ing grandly OO...r~ffi. "You couldn't •l><tw 
h.hprmt,tlutl \o'<•uiJn'tbceqw.ltou.Uanngandthro"-'"g"(50),t 
to a work "i'I'"'Pmtcly challenging-Gibbon'• Dffl•~t .,.tJ F.!l 
Emp•r~. In the Memo Book from whieh lu: culkd ideas for 011r 

Oid:~n• hod wr~nen: "Gibbon's Decline and Fall. The two cluracttr~. 
J'<>rtmg w !lw: oth~r as he ~ads. Both getting confused at to whnber it 
gninl! on now.~'• Boffin feds a lllUCh of thil confusion: "Wegg 
but upon-m,....,W to• old bird like myxlf th..,""' ..,rcn. And 
Cnmmod1nuo i1 llr:mgltd, I don't ..-ea w~y tn our bcttcrin,~: nurxJ'ta• 

point nf the alluoinns to Gibbon, of couroc, is that England, the 
fuUofoharksondallig.totSand vulmrn,il poised fortbc fall iudf. 



l'lti<>n,IIOideas,IIO=...,..n;havcShara. 1-hv~Sha<escnoogh tobcon lloudool 
Dil'octionincapiWicu ... ,oocilh..,onmywcriousbusin<MbaW«llll...ondoolandPari., 
Mldbcgn:21. Wbm:doc>bcoon>cfrom? Shareo. Whetciobcgomgrol Sbareo. 
What an his tastetl Slwa.. Hao he any pnnciplal Slwa.. Wha1 oq.........,. him 
1110 P&fhamn>tf "ham. Perhaps he ncvor of him1<lf 1<hi<vcd""""'" in anythlllg, 
,.. .. ,oc,giru.tcdan)thing,ocvcrprodu<cdan)'thingl Suflicicntamw<rtooii;Sha<es. 
0 11>4lhty Sh..,eol Tu oe1 thooc blarin~ inu.ga 1<1 high, ond to auot uo omallor v<rmin, 
•Widuthciafiu<n<eolhn>bmc:otopiurn,to<:ryout n•ghtand day. 'lldic>c:uoof 
""'I:IIOD<J•"""ttcrllfOI'us,bu.yuoandodlus,ruinus,only .... beoccchycukcrank 
......,lthcl"'""uoofthearth,andfancnortUJr(ll4). 

litre io tM image of the 5o::IYrnger gener:~liud and applitd to oociety ao a whole. 

Seck a 1h.:.r~r foc:ua. and we find the Uunml~ husband and wife. each marrying 

.. oU>er under bJJc prctc:IUCI to acquire a fortune, each dca:ivtd and agrcc:ing 
IIIWI>fkWJththc:oo:hertoprcyonthc:~ofiiiXiny:~Wchavcboo:hb<-o:DbitiDg, 

al Wl: have boo:h hcc:n bitten. In a nut.shdl, thc!'l''l the ~ of the caoc~ (125). 

n.irfif'ltpreyisGeorgiaru PodJnap.whomtheyunderuketo muryu>l<'asciru· 

lllllfkdgcby if he pays them • tlmus;~.nd pounds. Falcin.ation Fltdgclly, "the 
-eurai>ting."''itha•inglcpairollcgs~(268).isanoo:hcrpred>tor,auourcr 

·~·kindly and atnimk Jew w belabour his clients. While pbying upoa 
...U«mitic p«iudices and pubhdy revilin)l the Jew for carrying out his own 

he pmcndo to plead on the dienu' behllf. And ~every borg:oin. by 

~<~md.ody'• ruin er ..,mcbody'• Ion. IICquircd a peculi.or charm iM 
. Bill he and U.. Lo.mmks arc 1101 U.. only par.~situon the m:u-riagc 

Wilf~r openly OObrcs her 1ntcntioo to marry for money: ~I c.an~ 
Of' Real u.~oh.: .. ys. ~and .... ! luvc rcsol.~ !Mt I mUll flllfry 

uwcs Bo((,n tontobcluvc like a miSft with thcintrntof 

t.,.tbis ra•eoing crew, one migbt tend to forget thc: hurnoriA 

the humour itxlf io nthcr ~rim. But it too i1 intrinsic to 

of Mr. Vcnuo ~have 1 .ombrdy comic parody of the 

for Mr. Vcnut. lovnick Mr. Venus. it on artieubtor of hllfNI.n 

bird.. frogs. alligaton and"' on, he colkctt wlw he calls 
human an.otomy from IN holpitalt, and builds !Mm intu 

Htl fricndthip with Wcgg ;, .-:ruck up when Wcgg, having 

'litenrygentlem.an,oolllCitDinquircahout his own amputattd leg: 



I ohouldn't like--1 tell you openly I 1hou!d ~o/ lok<'-llndcr ouo;h mcumnanc .. , 10 b< 
wh:n I moynll dispttKd,a pan o1- "='•and o pan of nx there. bw should wish 
IOcd~tmyodflikcagontcclpcr.,... (82) 

Wcgg'• risinJ in the WO<Id lcavn Venus unomp=w.l. fnr :os 'he uy11. ''I'm noo: only 
first in <he ~radt, but I'm tlr(tr.ade.~ And hcronnnues pkaorndr. 

Mr. Wegg,ifyouw:llb<ooghthe"'lc..c in a bag tobo:uticula!<d,l'd name,_. 
lbU!IcstboonbliDdfoldtquallywi!h yourla.gao, .. laotao I cwtd pick 'em oot,oJI<I 
l'd..,.t'cmill.omiO<Ktyourwcrtehrae,inomanneflh.tW'Citl!dequallyourptioo...d 
ch.rm you. (8J) 

Unfnnu~t:ud)-. Mr. Venus has troubles on lnvc. "She obittu I<> the bu•mw. 

She kJ10w1 the profou nf it, but •he don't appreciate tbe an nf u. and ohcobjttu 
t<> ot~ (M). Pcrhap• lhio 11 why Vcnu• rq><nU and dooclotes W")!g'l schcmo il 
tlw:cnd. Fnr Venwtoo lw; 1ee0n ....,Idly wealth :u dlUl 

A man dim .. 10 the top ol the u .... Mr. Wcg. only10- th.t there'• "" lock .out wbao 
hc"oup U..rd I oi1 hcreola night ourroond<d by 1hc kwdy trophog ol myan....r 
.,.h:othavclhcy~furmc> Ruinodme. l:lrooghtmeiOthepa.,<Jlheinginform«< 
tiUit Mohe duet no1 wi<h 10 r<prd hendf. nor yet 10 he: r<prdcd, in 1h:o1 bony b£hl" 
(&4). 

On al!]..,·do, and wh<:!hcr the: 100e i1 comoc or grim. the: ccnual tm>g< ol tllr 
'"""'""!:"' dominoll"' Our M11t.ul Fru:nJ. Alllht dcuill arc onuncd to it •n a WU:• 

lUll' which, if it lacks lincu cluity and 'P"'"'M.'"' is ncvcrthdns an <Kg>llic u.-,. 
Wc.aw,howcvor,thatO.Ckcnow:uconccrncdwiththcbcw,ldcringlyiliiiiOI)' 

n>tu.-c of J<Jcicty :os well as iu r.apacity. This conc:trn rnanifnu it..U '" the .,.,.. 
in a subnrdlllOitc <!.vice. ~ scrico of disgu'""· Few i'C"'''le uc just wh~t <hey...-; 
""" ~h•ractcr's function os 11mply to reveal puzzlement, and ~nether CUDOt • 

wh,t ht os doing .,. why. The gc:rm ol thi1 theme cl the: impostor •s l011nd 111 
lctw:rtoForstoinU!61: 

I lhink a nuon, )'CJUili and pcrluops CC«J!tti<:, kignon; tO he dead, and lln~: deod • 
intcniS ond P'"f><>I<:I<XtctNII tohtmrdf,and for yaro raaining the W>gular,._ 
hfcal>dcluoractcroounrart<d.WOO>ldlw:agoodlodingincid.::ntforoi\Or)' 
poor impootor of a nuon marrying a woman fur l>tr mo<XJ'; ohe marrying ,,,. lor 
moncr;aftcrmarriageboth findingouttheirmimokc,andentcringint<>alto,... 
C(}H1Uinlapiru<lolklingrncrit:w•thwhom l propoot:tnconncct.,....Pomcdf 
people. E•crylhingO>CWo.....,tthan. lftheyprcxn<Mabtbctand"""""·" 
a>ifTiiEYmunlw:b.anoew.tikctht:lwniture andcarriageo-ohoningwtll! 
:wd ju1< home from the manub<turcn.11 

Jnhn HJrmon. the Lamml.s, and the: VeDUrings arc 1hc: charxtcrl who arioc 



th1> 'f'«Uialion., and ""'" oommon qWLhty is prn~na. Anoch.r mo-.m for IlK 
1roup1ng hcreisth.JtU.O..charactcll' rcpnxmthr« lnel1of thcmo.ticdcvclop­
mcnt. lbrmon is ~t th. book'o centre; he rnmttaono h1s di•gui~ not merely tn 

'flY OUt the legal am! financialarr•ngemo:nu t<.>ll<hing his fortune bm r:nhcr tu 

boo:u,... a~quaintod with and C(tnoult tho fcchng• of tl>o "'"Oman who 11 lO m:orry 
!.om Wltll..ut having known him; md to beoomc a.:quaontcd wotb IlK HoHiru, who 

.,.. on<ru~o~nl wuh U.. fort uno. In I brmno, in O<J.or wurt!s, D1~k•ns devdopo U.. 
tfrtru of mc•ney on an individual cluract..-. The disgu1K u ad.>p1cd ~h•nubly, nd 
.. purpuor mwolves a olurl"'ncd cnua.l .,..,...,......., both in Harmun and tlw: 

~ •• n{ eYC'}"UflC concerned wtth the fonuO<:. At tlw: 011l>or utrernc of <kvdop· 

Wilt .m the Vc<>«ringo, n.oc full Individual• wuh romplc• m<>t1vc• that we can 

aplort. hut rather. •• thctr n.:1rnc tu~s, a vc~r. a thm, at~lf"e<l 111rf3« w~idt 
Mono uw:o to rcpr=nt ooci.;l] atutuOO: n is at the Vcn«rin~s· that "11tc Voico 

ti Snti(t( io a.nvU>«I in tlw: terond and W. chapocro of tM book. Whtrcao 

H.rnc,. 00:11pio U.. foregmund u 1n indJvid11al. U.. Vn1eeringo occupy the 

l.lpund 1nd hdp to figt~re lonh 1 panomna of IOOCuety at lar~. BctWttn 
twO kvcls ore the: Ummks, ;odop:ong thc:ir diog11itc like U.. Vcn«rt~~gs for 

rT- .- r··c·-·1 gaon, moving betWtt'll tM vague world of tMir ..Cat 
the Engi~r. the Po~r.df of the Notooml Dcbl, the 

the Gricvan«, and thc Public Office" (7), and the fully 

thcBol!inointhcforeground. 

•• an imp<mor typi<::tl of bio umu 11 m:odc: dear in the 
hil ckction to Pulo.mo:m, ~A Pu~ce of Work~. Cbarl~t~nry 

""""'~ ""~tok v,,_"'""" pl~y at being a member: 



though, of ct>UI'te, ;u Udy Tippins niMfWl. Venttring ~tan only roltWit to loo 
brought in by the: spont~nmuo thingummi., of the incorruptible whatdoyoucallum," 

(ZiO). BontsandBrewerdothcocouringinaW<Jytb:ugi"ftromiclifeiOth.plar--· In t"-irupiling rroom~nto, llrewu llrik .. out an idea wh>eh is the grat hotol .. 
day. HcCIDNulubio Wlf<h,OJ>d uyo {like Guy Fowka), h<1l oow go dawn 1<11111 
H ....... olc.-.r.o.uaD<I-howtkir.ploo:W.. 

'Jlllu,.,pal:o>ut thck>bby for an hour or"""' uyo llrcwcrwitha deeply m,....._ 
coun!<nan«,'&ndilthingtlookwdl,l..,.,'tcornc:boock,butwillo.-<krmycoblo.-.., 
iothcm.oming.' 

'Youa>Uidn'tdobctiCf."•rol'odsnap. 
Vmttring .. pr<SO<O his in.bility to~~eknoo.l.-dgt' thio [Ut oerv;.;c. Tan 

Mn. V•noc.-ing'laffe<tionotoo)·.,. Soouohowo•n.,.,l-.ground,and io 
poooe<f-inJat<ICOI>d·nncmi..d .... andMr.Podsnopuys,'Markm•words. 
a man cl reooo.utt; U..o'o a....., to mok• hio _,in lit.:..' {251) 

V•M<:ring'o artcr ,. ~n i!lunuuon of 1ham in the bu11neu wot!d 21 

gov<:tn~Mnt. H11 riOt 10 power in the drug bu"ncss ;, lign.:alkd by a 

ttnctT: plnc g!.w window, Frcoch-pol•.bcd mllhog:any, and a gla•'•• ,~ .. 
door-pbtc (33). Ultil11.1tdy he 'over-jobs h11 jobbcria' and i 
Funce to live oo M!"$. Veneering'• diamonds. Throughout the book 
futKtiunioiOrefltctb.-wildc-r~t:uVcnttring'sby<'ntolvenctr:w~fr. 

h.od Aid 10 himself in hio lodgm~ With his h.ond 10 his fORbad: 'I milK 
of this. Thisiscnoughtotoftcn>ny m;~.n'abrain,'-nd yet w .. 

ofot,andcouldnevtrforma(;OOC]usionw(7). 
Veneering ita 'rq>rocnm.iYC m:an',JO we ought roapoct th< 

myllcria that exist e\·cr~wMrc:. John Humon has two aliaoc:s, 

md John Rokamith. The Lammla Mh.o-..: ho!h bttn 
dca-ivniM(l~. Wcg:giobochl:tcurym:anandoharpcr.IO·bo 

ofinvi!tbilityin which to wa\koff.,.fdy withthcprcciouo 
ol Clerlr.cnwcU (n). Fa..:in~tion Fl~gd>y =.!ks his vicious 

Ri:ah ill :agm~. Eu~:c:nc :md Monimn arc: lowycn but hove to 
Bli~ht, tMir clerk, invento i=.ginarychcnu: ~Mr. Aj:gJ. Mr. 
PaAA•· ~h. Fa~~·· Mr. Ga_~:~tM: for "hio mind would have b«n tt 
without this finion ol a.n occupationM (86-7). Circumlocution 
tmportant xtivity in this world. Miu Po.-lsnap'1 hirthd.>v may be 
bccau1e of its l>iologi<:al conootations, not ""'ntio..W. And when 
Jenny, UM:doll'tdrwmltker, t.tlk olhi1 plans to educate Liuic Hc:nm. 
!ightolhisacu>:~limcn•ion~o,Ofrdutarobccthcm.bytalkingoldolh 



'lthi:nkoi. ... U..&upadoii,Mi>ojtnoy,'IK<aid. 
'You had brnernot,' n-plied r!Kdr<.maker. 
'WhyDOtl' 
'Vouarcourctobra.lr.il. All<bildrmdo . .'(:U8) 

EOUJWh<rc O!\C loolu one m<eU dtuimuL11ion. 

C>nfusioaaboutcbaractcrcuJUnoo:onlybct"'ttnthe~nowagcnu,IK."' 

m:r, but within the individual conscimunr.u cuntcn>plating u~elf. Eugcne i• un­

quauon:obly thernt~o~~ absorbingch.,xtcr tn the book. h io hc rather dun Our 
w,.w] Friend, John Harmon, who cngagnl Dl<k~n•' tntnest. 1f we ucqx th< 
lllfinilhcdponr.titoflohnJaspcr, Eugcneillhcb.aofo scricJofcharact«lrdl«<­
"'lO.Ckcm'owoocmpcr. Fromthc:bumpt1UU$OOnlidcnttof:'\rchola$ l"ickl.by, 

lllthevogucdtnren,thcS<n!Cofan"old unhappyluuor,.·antufJOoxthiog"th.u 

lli£li,;u ll>•id Coppcrficld, to the pual~.N wOll ul .\nhur Cknn.~m. 1herc is a 
~ rrog•"»ion in the: novels tnw~nl Eugcne Wrayburn. Eugcne ond Moni~mr 

mnind K. J. F;,lding of Wiltk; M S<CSihcm n -~ p:illrd, mid-Victorian Algy and 

}ad.. I:Atgcnoe xuully goo:tt Bunburyrng an.!" reproached by ha frrcnd fnr tl<lC 

'oci~~j:tllll>cl't."'' ButthioittomtJ.takc the lo,...and Oickcn•' imcminn. In hi1 

llm.llook ....:find the following hintofEug.:ne'• mk 

AowJhcqucatiOtl whcthct I. Eugcn<,l)ing illandoi.:lt C\cn unto<leath.IIWI1b.<"" 
...Wt,.lhtf<')>T<XnuU....th.atarn~mgthruugbth .. iUnno,ltb:allhrgina...,..ltfe, 
-..llla*<II<'IJJ'ndpurp<»<ondolll h.avcy-ctwantcd: TAof<l•hould,butl-\~""' 
lol>oaldn't. Lotmo<d;,,mydeu." 

n. ,.,wd obv,,usly hcgino Wtth thtl conc<JKton in view. E~genc it gloomy. in­

'*m.lolll<a.a man who il bored with life and with hirruclf· 

y.., ~ tltat wh<n I htcarno rnoogh of a man 10 find my1df on ~nbodo.d cmundrwn, 
l lo:ndm~lltolh<W..<l<J[r<-<byu~ingtOflll<loul .. t..t I o>ciOt. Y011 know that 
aJawlt. l p><itup,and.J.dincdtogucosoormorc- 'ThcnhowC1l>lpoo<iblygivc 
,.d ••• ,,.,, .. ,.,!,.,!h.a···""'iliornv•••·ll (2!16). 

A tkiiu .-.en tow:tnl• Rducuon v,1thout any ddJmtc tntcmoon. l:'.ug<:nis lacr.try 
.Wip 10., much Wtlh Chckov'o lval'l<)v as with Algy. uMy will ~<ems to he 

, by-almdtofllupor.Hs:a)'l lvaDOY. Ml c:an't uod<ntand m)'l"lfnrany.>ne 

• In hn •·a~U< p;t~<tvity, to Eug•nc as to lvonnv, octinn ;, p(rintleu: "I Atll a 

£<1\.JW, f.¥trythin,~: is ridiculow~ (166). Thou~h he io a mort imponant 

- fun<11001 in th. novel i1 tomo"\'hat 01milar Lll Twcmlow'o, drawing our 
to thr confu<ion of this WO<ld. For ao Tw<mlow rcgi11~n contimul 

••hcbcwildcrinp; ill...;..nsol a -....-.,Jd ofdr .. imului<on, fugenc cm 
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hodio:o ~~ COIUO'<tiJCIIC<'l of lift m ouch an cnviroomcm. lmclti!;"nt enough 10 
l'"'""'vo iu ahsurdoty. M hrromco ;o cynically do:ta.:h«< that hi> life is a1 fuuk• 
th:u wh.cl.u.XniCS. MO<co"ft",milllgloomy la .. itll<kand u><hffcrcnu, ~drifu 
tuwo.rd bccommg a prrdunr himself, w that M0r1irner fimb lm iTl<tmwm tow.rdl 

Ltu.ic J m;ouu of ..,.iou• ruoarn. Do<tlluoionnl, da!Wring of tM wori,J ~boil 

him and of a tcrt~n dcaolatoon wtthm homsclf, Eug<:M bc.on IlK umc n:l.nioo"' 
t"-'<>avd"s.,.vrlduDicl<cmd.:Jaitohilown. 

Our .Aiutu.>l Fri~~tl is a ocudy ol tht havoc: wrought on cha...:ta in • 

acqu,.;uvc IOCio:ty. The cmplu.l11 on chanctu io impon:~nt. AdmitUil!f th.u. tbt 
chid ruum:nt>ymhnl, the dll't h.apo. keeps bdon: us ~,~w. duoc and a.t.nuf• 
mifdin:a«< hunun cff<>rt in a society in which true val= ho.·c been dittM.d "" 
lna!I·P",......donggTtt<Jf.,..mr>l>ryM.K..J.F;..Id>n)l•rg~~k:utb:lt 

We arc ""' allow«! lo forgn llu.t the g<>ldca hairal Boffin oll<l help«! m oil 
up, thot he i~hcrot•than,and that they or~ puoal"" to 11<11> Wilia and 
""' with the ~··idmt •!'l'""'al of the outhor. If any dcd~><ti<.>n is to hc dt>wn 
mdtng n io <luo. tlt.rn. io no obj«::ion to onhcriun11 wnl•h without WO<king 
that it io<>n!ywr~>nJii loram>nliUoldlbrmoo tobwldit upbyl"""iding 
..,....ia:tod>e«rmmunity. Thio ionb•·Oou>lyabourd.11 

Abourd 11 ;., hut "'"'"ti~lly b.nmc F1ddong'o rductu;> 114 •hromJum of 

M ou~ion io iuclf pcn"•n~. Tbc im110ru1nt <jueslll>n ;, ntt wll:th<r 
mi~r'o ...., Wl'>tked fM the money, but wlut h,. auitudc to it IS. 

prov<dalan !IOOMC "'rvia, butt .. wu otill "• tremendous old n~sc:~l" 

used hoJ money u a wcopnn. Quote rotT«tly, Orw~ll '"~ du1 
Mio 1101: 1<1 much oociay u 'human nature' ".'" Like C;trlylc 
Rud<in, Did:cns io aware thn the only rdorm e>.pahlc of curing the 
~rnc:d with '' 3 moral "'Ji:COCr.lll<tn wuhtn the indiVIdual ch:u:actcr. 
furnio.haplanforrcorganizing.xicty,Dichruilcootcm to<loow 
in ito individual members, is like. To this end he doa two tliin~ 

hoR of ch~ractcn wrou,i:ht in the ima)l<'ry of..,.vcn)i:ing: ttmndlv 
IK><te>fimpnourr.......:....,n beneficent action all• fordt~gut,.,, 11...tkiU 
he wn\'CS hio rn:ull'Cru inu~., and •u~f!C>tinno into an ortr.~nic unot 
Mmu~l Frie~dancxallcntcnmplcofhiofinal <cchni'l""· 

NQ'rn; 
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