V. L. O. Chittick

HALIBURTON ON MEN AND THINGS

“Men and things are my topics,” wrote Hahbuan. near thecloseof
his authorial are:f. concerning The Season‘Ticket. The same avowal
might have been made with ml truth about any other of his satirical-
humorous works. That he uhrﬂd have had an unuAuaI.ly intimate acquaint-
ance with both men and things in his native province of Nova Scotia is
no cause for wonder, of course. Living as much of his life at
Windsor, “the crossoads of the eastern coloni pre-Confederation
days, and year after year driving the far from lonely routes of the o

:nl)udges gicuits, while ke his own Sam Slick g his
eyes open and learn what I can,” he readily and amddy
m:umuhud the unnvall:d store of Bluenose tavern-told yarns and jests
and the factual data regarding one-time sharply varied Bluenose living
conditions and their .shaxply vzn:d settings, without which he could never
Indeed it wasin the
procm of col.lectmg tha: now priceless material that he found the ver

sis of mdmvmmmfarurheymhtemhuhmghn
E:; oould have carried on a similar process of accumulation (thouy

with a good deal less than similar results) whm he mnnfm:d the dxdzcgt
mumu of Sam Slick overseas, with only five comparatively brief visits
upon which to base them, is, however, cause for considerable wonder
—unless one accepts the too easy explanation that it can be sufficiently
accounted for as a natural cmuquence of his decidedly marked personal
t in Yankee curiosity. Aside from hx rd:tenm to contem-
porary writers mddmrwnmgs.l'hh widely read
of his books presents a truly nf fxrat ha.nd knvwledge of
what was going on among P, Lol England during
the late 1830's and the early 1840's.

Among the things of his declared limits of interest for mention and
comment on which he contrived to inform himself abroad may be cited:
the coronation of Her Majesty Queen Victoria; the parade of wealth and
fashion in the public park at Richmond; the formal receptions and dance
parties at Almack's Assembly Hall in London; the smgc triumphs
iiguingsars in bﬂllct and opery the borse market at Sadler's Wells and

tr ot (“2:47," the mile record); the Xanthian and
mmﬁu S the ey Museum; the Nelson Monument at Liverpool;
the suspension bridge (an engineering marvel) at Bristol; the Argand
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safety lamp for miners; Lord Rossi's improvements in the telescope; the
tunnel und‘zr the szm:s (in process of mnutmcuon), the “bank machine™
for separating light from standard weij % oins (an early instance of auto-
‘mation?); the political cartoons of “H. i.e. John Doyle, whose identity
wuawell'keplwcm!. Great American Circus then showing in
(xurc\uofthesamenamzmducnbeduonmurmN
mmou] ige); the sailings of the steamer “Great Western™ and the
owmg mumt m trans-Atlantic steamship service; the after effects of
g: (among others the threat of universal suffrage);
C.hzmcxfx md :ts ﬂve puum petition to p;rha.men: mﬂ?z the related riots
gro e
for d:mmbluhmmz oi Chumh of Eng nd the agitation ;:rmgn inde-
pe.nd:n ¢ Ireland; the demand fc the Corn Laws; the attempt
to pack the House of Lords; G pouml upuurgt of the manufacturing
class and the ruultzn&w b pnaias i
proposals to abolish import uum protecting col nm
g legislation to lower the postal rates; the failure of Sir James
Gn.lnm s cdu:zuonal bill; the excitement over d.\ff:nng right of search™
claims; the “Opium War" against China; the talk French in-
trusion in Algiers; Van Ambergs performiny guunezmma!ac! the feature
billing of ““General™ Tnm Thumband the Kent mcky “giant;" and the
‘popular cults of pl and “animal magnetism" (mesmerism).

Of the men about whom Haliburton made free to have his say at
some length or make more or less ited allusion to in pursuit of topics
for comment in Great Britain, much the greater number, as could be ex-

were politicians. But there were others too. A partial listing of
Lh:m shows the names of such pmmlmnt clergymen (irreverently referred
Slick as “them sort o' cattle™) as Dr. McNeil of Liverpool,

Dr Chalomers of Londdn (temporarily), Cardinals Wiseman and Newman,
and the Irish priest “Father Matthew." Scientists, or near-scientists,
who are mentioned include Jonathan Burchell, the London surgean;
Dionysius Lardner, the mathematician; Richard Arkwright, the inventor:
and “Professor” (Sir Richard) Owen, the nu?.homy on s mamald.s Joseph
Sturge. the industrialist, and Captain Claxton of the unm&h.\p

e board of directors, represent business. M.achu i s
tness for the arts, and 50, in a way, does the son of J. S. Copley, who

hcld a seat in th: House of Lords. Robert Owen and William Wilberforce

*'reformers, ”a word whi it to them, Haliburton
uses for once with not more than a tinge of censure. Public men bent
on qualifying for recognition for services rendered outside of Parliament,
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famous

mAﬂmrsmBnth America. Cataloguing the more usual type of
mmmmed the carpet by Haliburton is a risky venture, for

lines during the years of his vogue had a way of dissolving s as to

mah strange bed-fellows of once rival vote-bidders. About Daniel
O'Conpell rfuc is no doubt, however: Haliburton had only one label for
him, that of “agitator.” Joseph Hume and J. A. Roebuck he regularly
termed “radicals." Lord and the Duke of Wr_llmgn:]wuegmd

the foot of the political scale, found room for, among others,
Cobden, John Bright, Sir Thomas Spring-Rice, Earl Grey, and
Lords Brougham, ston, and J

In speaking his mind about the last named of these political figures,
Haliburton inc "ﬁ himself in the most uninhibited and persistent
Inv thr ghhuf:di mg"ﬁgawghkﬁ:fd”fﬁﬁ: ni

ly throu coming en ugh without any show

t) in a double shift of attitude towards its
holding forth on Russell the legisator speaking from the ﬂuer the Hmuz
of Commons, Haliburton condemned the \ politician for his share in
dispatching Lord Durham's factfinding mission to Canada, declaring that
the necessitated investigations would tend to increase the spread of unm:
in the colonies, and ao%‘l d to their eventual separation from the mother
muntry “But when Russell opposed the plan that Durbam brought back
rgz ground that
it wuuld set up an imperium in xmpmo and make the colonial governors
!x]mlly to two masters, their legislatures and the Crown (Hali-
own arguments against it}—Haliburton commended him. And
then, whm Rusul] finding his constitutional forebodings unwarranted,
] pomd the directive c? Earl Grey, the Colonial Secretary, to the
governors formally mauguntm responsible government in the
colonies, Haliburton a ed bims, While tellng the (reacing)
wuldhuop:mmofknuzﬂ(hcmbmammsmwhoheﬁiv.bz portfolio
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of Colonial Secretary duxmgbuthrf critical puwd of agitation for government
reform in the colonies, Hali! his lordship as =hndnh
defnn:mm by mmmp:b:n: phc: holdue. whmc i
colonial conditions was attested by their complete indifference to whar
they were being instructed was the one thiny nezdzd in the colonies,
1 patronage for colonials; and almost in
only by the thin disguise of anonymity, he unpumm:d Russell for some
administrative or advisory appointment such as might be in his power to
bestow, or for rtcnmmmdaum to a civil list pension, or a comparable
honour, in recognition of his merits as an author.
The first mention vf Russell by name in the Clockmaker volumes
i ke the €64 S aEan o) i sertes. TE 14 vElEl el beiion
reference, presumably to Russell's fame-winning biography of his seven-
-cen forebear, Lord William Russell, who was beheaded for
al]egcd treason, though the reference may have been to a more recent work
of Russell's on the causes of the French Revolution: “John Russell’s
writin' got him the birth [sic] of leader of the House of Commons.™
Feidently. Faliburton was-akcady) considering his own eligibility for a
literary award. “*Come down handsum', minister,” is an obvious hint
similar intent addressed to the occyy toftheColmulOﬁuzbdm
d]ohnwokuvzr\‘hue The third Clockmaker opens with a remin
to the Colonial Secretary, by then Lord John Simaelf, “who has othn
objects in view than the sccunty of place, and thz mwescs of a party,"
to the effect th:
Some pages farther on Hzllbumn wigfthehe]p ufSamShd really begins
Bt e bk
I L oy alooguce Lot St Jobo o e o b, d teach b s lemocsy

that he could manage m[mmm] y whisperin .. 1] could put i
Lord John Russell up he don't He ought to
9 5 the coonien id e for himself - bk v st alip off on the. -1y to the
and travel as phain Mr. Russell . . . and jist take the soundin's of these
Fike ayec. Hie'd hear the ruth then .

The Letter-Bag of the Great Western, written with the lately announced
coronation honars freshly in mind, was dedicated to Russell, but in
terms obviously not calculated to ingratiate its author with its recipient:
1 have selected your Lordship as my Macaenas . . . solely on account of the very
AR Sty o Yoot Sl ot Coehin s & Coomd vt i 1

a colonial author; the canneion between us therefore . . ., is 80 natural that this work
hunmmlyadnm on your ptou:ugn.lmu right mymmpgm All the world will

hig mini egard for the colonies,
e e o b o B,
bl sl dobosaley bisrafpbepmhnog s .
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firstch

lhv:numbninmmmu!ﬁx:.mt(udumnfplymglmphwwm

wme....
Likea herd, my the gates and let down the bars [that exclude
o T oo
Lexpect for mysef; but if :h: vffux of d dxlmb«uun nfhwnwn and promotions is vacant,
well,
i i
The subuquent naming (thrz: times) of Russell in The Letter-Bag refers
not to his neglect of colonial claims to colonial patronage, but to his service
in behalf of reform at home. Haliburton's appraisal of what that amounted
to may be summed up in the words of one of his letter-writers: “and so
it seems, is no great shakes arter all Lord John's flams [i.c. in-
sincerities) about it."
Russell retired from the Colonial Office in 1841. The comments
xbaut him in the two series of The Attaché (1843, 1844) loak back to the
be was still in charge there. They begin with Sam Slick's
mﬂmg a (probably ) piece of gossip the one
occasion on which Russell condescended to appoint a “settler™ to office.
The position involved was a seat in the Legislative Council of Prince
‘Edward Island, “a berth that has no pay, and takes a feller three months a
eataway fro from hame ** In offering it, Russell is reported to have dmznded
a retainer for . The poor but proud colonist's indij
mdznﬂ'rmtwnthar “The office ain't worth the fee. Take nandull
it to some one else that has more money nor wit." Russell’s instructions
toPoulett Thompson, the Governor-General sent to the Canadas following
the receipt of Lord Durham’s Report, seem to have been drawn in such a
B it while they denied the principle ol o S Hile coteetinE they
p!xlm)tudja do‘st ay pr_lo';ch to it in practice. At least they were so inter-
B2 Ganada tha: Thompson bimself ditated his instroctions!, and e was
not recalled. Haliburton, like the rest of the anti« rcformers in the colonies,
‘was outraged. “Mesmerise John Russell [to ensure his telling the truth]
into a caterwaulin’ or a catalepsin’ sleep,” he wrote of him next in The
Attaché, “and Lord John will say—'I was sincere’; (and I believe on my
soul he was. chwrmgbsynndalldaubt but he is an honest man, and a
B 0 e i oig Wy i i given Powiet
Thompson his less, he would have been a [Frmt colony secref and
more’s the pity he is in such company. He'l g:loffhiabamgl;{\md
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right himself though, yet, 1 guess.)" Later he said of Russell that he was
“the great phocr b Whig statesman,” and he described his
personal representative in Canada in the following manner:
The greatest mischief [there] was done by Pw]zn Thompson; shrewd, sensible,
laborious, and practicl in another pussage he was “either  very weak or & vry une

e d ‘mhnm,andmkmchb:ﬂ:ynf unngr.bemuxeaf:vuyxﬂ'mnf
emulunﬂ; in the wunrry,ul;v‘: l]ud the. y:-maz patronage ever known in a Brﬁmhm
ince at g ervor ... was in strengthening .
cratic, and weakening Srate ecing of the couaiey, i whi
btm:mbvmmddur:pl:ﬂuﬂtymdmﬂnm

Yet, later still, whcn Russell was questioned about responsible
government, I,.) of what was going on in Canada, Haliburton com-
mented t.ha: ord John looks wise and sais, ‘it's not onhke prerogative—
its existence is adnu it's only its exercise is quest uue.u
cleed, i FUbEORS sphie o His: . thogh “ipet st
cussed long [z ahgperyaum -

y the time appear xuﬁ:n le government
Nova Scotia had been congrm liburton briefly czﬂed
a halt to his satiric mckm s of Russell’s pulmal hide. Buc he kzgt up his
censure of the Colonial Office, then under the direction ,, for
its continued failure to appaint colonials as lnua]uecunvu And he
questioned the cnmumunmh:y of t:he Colanhl Secretary’s authorization
of the recent ic changes" in it without first
baving nh:uncd consent of d!e prmnclal and Imperial legislatures.
Nothing came of the auery, however Haliburton resumed the overt
verbal whipping of his chief public aversion in Wise Saws and Modern
Instances. Just why he il e jibed at Russell for duenng a “good
Latin quotation™ in the House of Commons is not clear, but he did. And
smev:nup(b:!mtzlht(k permitted himself a good
word for Russell for being willing o take a place in Lord Palmerston’s
cabinet shortly after havm ousted Palmerston from his own (R
‘was Prime Minister, 1846-52). But whatever the effect of that sli
of conciliation, it was cancelled out before long by the remark o R
sell’s Reform Bill of 1832 “lowered du House, but him," and
increased “republicanism™ Ez the question, “What the
i s Toed Totin Ruael Bt ibwis tohocm I ip ollegel” appamlly
inspired by Russell'n interest in doing away with the religious test
barred Jews from Oxfard.
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With Nauu: and Human Nuurc thburwn u of Russell
reached its lowest level in uncalled ﬁ llguhlpu the
mddept.h to which it could nmkurengmdm l:huuumnglycryp
gbgh cryptic, that is, until one realises that it combines
a x:f:nmz to the beheading ‘of Russell's ancestor, Lord William Ruseell,
on the charge of treason, and a reminder of Russell's onetime oppositon
to ible government in the colonies for fear of what grant
exercise of the royal prerogative there:"
[townsfolk] know John Russell, whnnevunyso?ﬂbehanpddldudm
or that, but I'll be ded if I do; in allusion to one of his great ancestors
was as innocent of trying to subvert the constitution u{? " Mean-
spirited as this s, its pettines comes close to being matched by the insinu-
ations that follow Sam Slick’s “1am glad that I am not an Englishman, or as
m&n:h:wwld,a:haphk:lnd{nhnl\uuzllwauldnnnmfarwu.
which Russell’s not discreet editing
of Thmm Moore’s diary:

ow  bgrpber o the st of iy, who gl ks chatmans ey

where the plague to find him; be courts mducwnnlmm&l
i gained and he has wooed and deceived all atai mdhnhnguliﬂal,h
Mh:‘mphnmghwhtbzw;ﬁdalhhedm Hznethn)knmu e

for.
im{ym; A politician mmfmu.mghnmnmmmdmwnmm
a kind of neakin’ regard for a winding, wavy way himeelf, .. he overlookslttle
28 hecll the wocat sore,and chinks verybody el wil be just s in-
dulgent oo el . . Who the plagie i done someching, sid something, o
he my'aindmylmyhzfmg\x fogivens. 17 r]

the part of a m;o:ndnkall:h e hings up, and capose e o1

him. A
in the: cld counry than buﬁdmg

Possibly the fact that Russell was instrumental in obtaining a
sion for Moore contributed something to the bitter irony of those Ian
two sentences.
Elsewhere in  Nature and Human Nature, Sam Slick replies to an
inquiry concerning the destiny of the British North American colonies:
il tll you, 1w Colnial miniter, bcaue | shonldthen bayethepower o
guide that destiny. . . . No English statesmen have the informat or the
rﬂmﬁmwuddlemdnh:ﬁm Tugnnddduhmhemmm [dxmknlu]
shey have given up ol contrl b wvmzn

younger sons. . , Doy ‘you treat them like yaur Mhu Younger ¢ children that remain at
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Vnmm"‘:ﬁ;' oo sy o them) 1wl ;;n e e
g W (g ; sl e the < you:
e ek i A A ¢, and if you bave not suf-
et ey Tor the Houe of oo, you Ball g0 oot governie of oo of oi7

colonies.” [That italici udpﬂ-_veuﬂahhlm nglulf for Colonial Office bunkum|.

Thoe appoimmencs bl ofih o hem, b sheyco's el s presns.
The representative of any httle insignificant German state, of the size of a Canadion
township, has @ place sss mmhmmmumcwm Do you ever show the sime.

amm

T e e e den, ablemen willlong
ded e S S e
talent, as by accident he may be above them in rank? . ..Huwdnuxthnprpmthltlhu

country [Canada] is filled with grief and bumiliation e end of it to the other?
Lwill Du(ﬁmn:re]mmqedbyabmmhajmcgmloﬂkz . a Colonial
O, bih thne f s o st s s e s 5

From Sam Slick, again, the concessions made by Rusael! and his
associates to the colonies at one time or another draw only this ungracious
mknowladganmzw is it a belated prediction? statement is
*“An honest statesman will not refuse to do justice —a willy
(u]pnll ician will concede with grace what he knows he must soon yield
to compulsion.™ Immediately thereafter he warms up to one of his meanest
mng-

Liberal id P :h:RmnnBlHandnl.lEnghnd

-nﬂhcnmﬁnd well, rhmgbxhlm{wm‘kdwdlfwduhngdm
‘wonders for the radical party, and now another and more extensive one i
The BnmhLmbubw\iedmhvlngnmemdmwmnlnmvxdml
mmanhuum-pmpm:d eform Bill. Thepmpc-aacnnl\

i3 ly broke his - Most likely :hc(uh:r ufd!:
lmnglcd Mum B)ll ('RuuelL whals attempts to secure the enactment of a second

854 has been beaten down in the House of Commons] com-
furudhxm‘ellvmh:hznm:r:ﬂxnm{ [as that of a n'er-do-well in Slickville, who
accepted the death of his twelfth child as a mercy] only. hcl.baughknmuldn(dam
say so.

In the light of all this innuendo and outspoken badgering, it will
prove somewhat more than a mild surprise to come across this letter, as one
does in the W:bnzr Manuscript Callection of the New Brunswick

Museum, Saint John, New Brunswick:

Jan. 25, 1855,
DearJudge Halbutton
am socry to tell you of the effect your American birds produced on us—but it is
5 s

sick, with 1
< aliog o che s & old handl b7 syl et
e bird oid wa i
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Pebapesometing uso 0 presers he bicds i he voyage may have prdoced

these hnmmqum At all events you had better own family
e o et e
1 remain yours faithfully
7. Russell,

No, Haliburton had not tried to poison Russell. A wellmeant courteous
pmm had nmply turned sour. In spite of its mildly stiff tone, one can
%& conclude from Russell's reply to it either that Haliburton, like Sam
s cat () tdntupmtbznrash:ghandasoftmuyuupluu'),
on his feet, or that he was blessed with a more
ammmt of social charm. Perhaps both. For anyone interested in.
the relations between Hahbunun and Russell, r.herc is still another sur-
prise in store. Haliburton went right on needling Russell!
In The Smm-Tuka the reforming ardour of Lcrd ohn s said tohave
“radicalized London to that degree that its citizens slap their breeches
pockets, which are full of sovereigns [symbolizing their complete conver
sion to money-making commercial ventures], and sy ‘money is
ab,ea Bt vilgaily Tk thaih thoyba e besime: they sl eifi
gommm spending to qualify their endorsement of it with,
e znm-muualy for dmng nothing [like the officials at
OfE::p who to avoid the name of idleness, strive to bring
meﬂun ami always do it wrong. Let them play if you {n“ like, but
e e T play the devil.” The generally popular Palmerston ad-
ministration of 1855-58, in which Russell served as Foreign Secretary, is
dubbed “foolhardy,” perhaps because it _sup cﬁ;&d the pzrsunntly advo-
cated Russell policy of lowering the b is safe,”
| amdmgtnEphmmPubcdy.SamShckumndmofﬂmSumkaa
Rusels ong coninued championship of the, in 1860, il deniranhised
hr“:gz down on reforming head another comment, which
with its ling ironies as to the genuineness of his declared sympathy
for the voteless coupled with an ll?uslon to his diminutive stature takes
at least second place from the bottom in the list of Haliburton's satirical
meannesses, barely above the uncharitable dredging-up of the treason
m\plmd to Russell's beheaded ancestor previously noted:
% Kime uy tht Lo Jobo Ruell ho bide 2 3 plitet auceion (wbere g oo
i like a trade on, is going to
dsuvrvm‘ aylumgmumnymmlxommwlegw(mhm
ll the [i.e. ] in the kingdom, and to my
they ain't far out mthnxradmmngal.hu hnmnnmdmllm:.l(mmnghm.
that bleeding ain't good for the human frame. That man's feclings are 50 tender, and
i inoardeare 50 thinkinoed, his heart has been blecaing witheut stopping for hrty




64 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW

unrepresent tddau.ltwmldhvcmmhﬂ nglﬂg
ul«v«vdvehdnlbw\ﬁnd him liwand
constructed system he must havs for his heart ra hzvuw

of blood from it; and, great as the demand bas ybullmnbmqnal

s e b el S iy s

:h.lt e has over st e Tories, act ta
Il there are fellers who sy hz isa 4

ver steamer; sti venturesome critter,
Mm{heummﬂamm'ﬂdunmumhnwIadwawlud!uudrdmm
Elsewhere Peabody linked Russell and John Bright together in
ation that they hzd plotted to frighten “timid politicians™ into hzhcvmg
:hatEnghnd asccm%;r:ldwxnhmdnnocnuc mwdsntu.was gmng
the devil.” The y with which the unf
Hahhmncharged Russell was not (be it said to his t) that Rumell
had endeavored to have Jews seated in the House of Commons, as he had,
but that in making the attempt he had set at defiance the law of the land:
The Whigs who st expert at removing landuk, o elage the rbere of theit
n sction, bave e than cne shown 3 Rt
prepared rmxwmm:dmnhx ews to the
lmuhmmlndzfnnnnf:h«la‘l.by:mrsolunmdrh:ﬂqun.m he wi
o gi%s fhe ffeck o am Ace of Exciient; staly regass of the ollison it would
pndlnbavm of Commons and the judges.

Haliburton may have been both lucky and socially chzrmmg but he
surely never learned that too much of a poor joke is more than enough.




