C. Bruce Fergusson

THE HALIFAX POST OFFICE

The fact that the first Post Office in Canada was established at
Halifax is widely but not well known. Knowledge of it is due mainly to
06 tewaxeh o to the wwritings of Willias Sk, the chish authority on
R iy et e
secretary ice Department of Canada and deputy keeper
public records in the Public Archives of Canada. It is contained in his

articles. Post Office in volumes 4 and 5 of Canada and Its Provinces
(1914); in his account entitled “The Early Post Office in Nova Scotia,
17551867, which was read at a meeting of the Nova Scotia Historical
Society on November 3, 1916, and was afterwards published in volume
XIX of the Collzcmms of the Nova Scotia Historical Society; and in his
History of the Post Office in British North America (Cambridge Umvauty
Press, 1920). In all of those writings M.r Sum sates ot only tha
first Post Office in the country was in Halifax lso that it was ned
in 1755. He cites the Boston Evening-Post of Aj n] 28 1755 as his r:feren::
for that date, and credits Mr. C. W. Ernst of Boston with having provided
h:m wuh it. It is true that the Boston newspaper of that date refers to the
that there was then a Post Office at Hahgzx, but it does not describe
l-mmgafxl:, and actually a Post Office ofa kind had beenestablished
x 1n 1754.
m".h was not aware of that. But he did know, from information
stonian, that the Halifax Post Office was in existence
i 1755 Acmlly what his correspondent had seen in the Boston news-
paper of April 28 in that year was an announcement of letters remaining
in the Post Office at Boston, which ended with these words:

Natice is h:reby given, that a Post ()fﬁcz is umbhl.htd at Halifax, where Letters
Offices on the Ce Office
for .md Pm

was that Mr. Smith had traced the Halifax Post Office back
to 1755 Hc had made it plain that the earliest Canadian Post Office
'was in Halifax, and he thought that he had settled the question as to the
year in which it opened. Eventually, in 1928, the Federal Government,
acting upon the recommendation of the Historic Sites and Monuments
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Board of Canada, affixed a tablet to the Post Office Building in Halifax.
The inscription on this plaque is as follows:
FIRST POST OFFICE
L 723t of puckot s laced e e e s Pl New Yok
s s chene fo lose and moce feguls communiation besween
the s i the mther oty Thesepackes ol nlles at Hzleu o hat yea aad
in this City was csablishd the st Post of Canada as now

Aldmu@ William Smith succeeded in getting back to 1755 in the
history of the Post Office at Halifax, he had perhapa not quite mchad its
origin, for a Post Office of either a private or an official nature bad been

ened there nnApn.l 23, 1754. Thisis clear from an announcement bnr ing
5t date which appearedtin the Halifas Gasette of Apr 27, 1T54:

Halifux, April 23, 1754.
the Benefit of the PUBLICK.
sz«urmopmdanh:ﬁm"wuwuhmt the South Gate, an Intelligence and

—Oﬂ'l viz.
I That if any (
T e o b ko B g Mo, oo Honsehcid
Furniture, or Wearing of any sort of, they may hear of a Pur-
 Gentlemen,

. shall by o

ay o the (€ any )

1 T any g othertyhave gt a House o Housen 3 Bt o
B e e ae e e
sellof lett, may hear of a Purchaser, or Hierer, by applying to the smid and
paying One ng.AnAifmmedmb;m‘:rchm s, or others, want to

i
:%Bhdhngmlhg said OFIJM, Likewise Masters may
D T o i
v lf:nme nha‘.vanum-:ndmylgmwlﬂy m’ﬂ@
Yort, they ydqmdmhzv their Letters carefully deliver'd to the
ufd:zﬁtu‘/udthndfozth:ﬁmmwm their Letters are dir
One Peany per Letter to said Office.
Ofi i o e Bonehi of the PUBLICK,and the fit of the
Knﬂlhthnbuna’ecledmﬁu?mvmz.xunhopeduwdlmm

couragement. e gy
Offce, may depend on grest Diience and Fidlcy, by
i hunble Serv
Benjamin lnxh
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If a Post Office was first established in Halifax, at the first house
outside the South Gate, which was near the foot of Spring Garden Road,
the first Postmaster was Benjamin Leigh. A man of some education, he

in the new town of Halifax as early as 1751. On September 13
that year, Governor Edward Cornwallis ordered Lewis Hays, the store-

.ws;:nlxi&njaminbnghmdhinwi&inth:mmnwn

was as a ster in

Halifax. In the very first issue of the first Canadian newspaper—the

Halifax Gazate, of March 23, 1752—this announcement appeared:

Aldu&nﬂl!heﬂmﬂmdl’m.
Near the South End of Gramadle Siret are carehully
'n?y"ﬂ.'gmaw

Syelig, Rexding, Wring in 3l 19 ferent Hands; Arithietic, in

o

all i's Parts;
Merchants Accompts, true Italian Method of Book-keeping in 3 new and concise
umar..kmmuhmnfmm:hmm.m for the ('fxwm:ﬁ'dym
Pecsons improving their Learning, any of the above Arts and Sciences will be taught
‘Two Hours every Evening, to begin at 6 o'clock.
N.B. The above Leigh draws, ingrosses, and transcribes Writings of all Kinds, and
ot Accompus f evr 0 ifulyand will keep ther in 3 mesbodical Manoer
the Year. SOLD at the above place, Quills, Pens, Ink, WritingPaper, Writing and
Ml‘ABmh.andShz Pencils.

Before many months had passed, Leigh widened his endeavours and
diversified his activities by conducting auctions and sales at his house.
A-‘?rly as Jamury 27, 1753, this announcement was publuhad in the

This is to pnNmmumplc,mucmHmud
‘master, in GranvilleStreet, wili be an Auction or Vendue, every’ Tdurdly in diu\lnl
noon (or oftener xanmmuq-\nruc it) and to begin at Two o'Clock, Anywmmor

NB.Any Person o Persons that do not choose to have their Goods sold at Vendue,
‘may have them sold by Hand at the above Place, for the same Commissions before

BENJAMIN LEIGH.

g of 1734, Leigh's entecric s evident i new diecions
- el il doie et
mwllhanm:wud mtoﬁlce.whichheopm;dinahuif'
outside Halifax's South Gate on April 23. But his interests wer
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as restless as varied; and soon, for some reason or other, Leigh abandaned
these projects and appears to have left Halifax altogether.
Moses Ghiselin and Richard Payne continued the office which
Benjamin Leigh had stated. T he Halifax Gozette of August 3, 1754,
they i an announcement which begins with these words:
NOTICE is hneby
That the Office of zdllgmuhuwuhmudusunh& on account of
L:qh 's leay delxc‘ u kepx and continued at Mrs, Tngx -M:dw’:, oppmlt:

Thus, if Benjamin Leigh were the first Halifax Poslmnwt. Moses Ghiselin
Al Riciaed Piyne wessibi dromendisss del Mocerices tsome it nop dll
of his enterprises.

Whether or to what extent the office opened by Leigh was at the
discticn of Reninia Praghin e Wiliim Partee, who were appointed
Deputy Postmaster Generals in 1753, is not known. In any case it began
in a manner not unlike earlier colonial Post Offices—as a temporary
convenience rather than as a necessarily permanent institution. Moreover,
:heBonunPoatOfﬁczwu.nrdxhust,mnkem@mm:oth:Hahﬁx

ogt()ﬁ'cgabuutay after began his venture, and less than
nine months after Ghiselin and Payne assumed charge of much of his
business.

As to Leigh himself, he was to return to Halifax and then to become
one of the early settlers of Liverpool, Nova Scotia. His sif pears
on a letter of January 25, 1757, from the freeholders andsn:hahxunu of
Halifax to Lieutenant-Governor Monckton about the calling of an
Assembly. His name may also be seen on the first Ll‘verpool Township

it of September 1, 1759. He removed from Halifax to Liverpool, where
built a house at the Fuhmg Pmm. in John Hopkins' dwmm By June
1760, five dwellings, Leigh g them, were standing near that point.
Soon afterwards Leigh vmed eI TE R e it e Propiierots
of Liverpool, at their meeting on July 8, 1760, accepted their device of “a
Codfish, Salmon & Pine Tree, with a Sheaf of Wheat for the Crest.”

Whatever his ultimate fate, Leigh's creditors m possession of his house

x the m.mg Point, as well as of two other dwellings belonging to him in

on Jant 15, 1761.
"“mn the Bost Office at Halifax continued, altbough the postal
: always entirely satisfactory in those days—there or
clsewhere. In May 1738, Captain John Ko, in An Historical Jourvial
ofthe Gampaigs in Noroh Aierc, efced o the i Post Ofce
i these sroeds
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Weare uzdxhly informed, that uf ds of forty letters for the Officers and soldiers
ofth 4 egiment bl at. the PoseOffic g Halfax, nd the Posmaster, ot
s ) trepnd!h: Poeage o the, ¢ where 1 o thes o
et e Enck o e York. by el o i e e B i iy

A\llﬁnﬂy;i(uanm\l\:kyammum:tbam i s 1ok ot cn o, 10
prevent such disappointment
pm.hﬂywr.omaomdm ilein mammmmpmm

in the postal
it packel i e Falmouth Englznd, o o
York in 17” mual have &:vldcd more regular communication between
the colonies and Country. Yet this improvement was much
I:-bm:ﬁmlmNovaSwmandN:w{uund]and n to the other colo-
nies because it affected them only very indirectly. This is evident from a
of Michael Francklin, Administrator of Nova Scotia, to the Earl
of Shelburne, of October 15, 1766:
The Packets with the Publick dispatches for the Government come to New York from
'bux:rh:lznzﬂar:dmpamhdbyth:Po«wlhcmnﬂCohmnm?l to this
and of that those lmm
MmmﬁmwhmMnemtanm conveyances
uncertain and pre account of their safety as et :lud:hys wm
ﬁqnmdyhpgmunlthuhwmhunhzﬂ:mn:‘mmnmdxm Newfound|
a

i

With the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War, this mode
of communication ceased and, although the Governor of the Province
recommended the inauguration of a regular packet service between Eng-

d and Halifax, communications rested upon a less formal arrangement

hnsu.htm At the close of the war the Post Office, instead of
packet service to Halifax, reopened the service between Fal-
umh il New Yo, Commencing with March, 1788, the monthly
p-dmu made trips to Halifax between March and October. During the
ywever, the mails for Nova Scotia were carried to New York
B e o there 0 Boston, from which they were conveyed by
schooner to Halifax. Later the War of 1812 made an impact on the postal
lsvin:and,zvmnully.mMay4. 1839, arrangements were made for a
fortnightly mail service between Liverpool and Hahiax, with Samuel
Cunard as the moving !pmt in this new development.
Althlgh early records of the Halifax Post Office are far from com-
certain developments during the later years of the eighteenth
K & ¥ b bty descabed. Charkes l;iz:m was the Deputy Master
for by June 10, 1765, if not earlier. The location of the Post Office
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and the mode of its tion in 1768 may be seen in a notice
pparedmthe w:gu Gazette in August indStpmbnn‘!h!

m.ummﬁmauanm,M;undvmmmds the POST-OFFICE
Simon Patrick will be gi

Bylm]amuS::vmswﬂsnthm stmaster at Halifax. He held the office
until about 1782, when he ded by Joseph Peters, wh inued
as Postmaster until his death in 1800.

Upon the death of Peters on February 13, 1800, William Thomson
was sworn in as Postmaster on the next day. Ahahaldmg:hnefﬁn
for less than two weeks, Thomson resigned it on February 25, 1800, and
mmmwhohﬂdbeu\mnuwmym&:m&zdxmt.

Soon after this time, the Howes, fat a period
u{mﬁnyy:anmth:ndmmumﬁmuﬂh:l’mofﬁm.whmjohn
Howe, Sr., by agreement with Brittain, was appoint at

He bad a bard bargain at the Post Office. A Mr. mmwmmu.u-u.w
g d My B v oiaint s 48 him £200 2 year for the

seven years and a
mazﬁnhﬂpmdhmtlm A-dlznﬁe:ladnplmdxdhumﬂpudy
payment kuid the foundation of
Tan over Whulf&l‘khddnﬂnn
. the suary being £290, and of which he had Z lymmaddk
&uﬂOBwlducmMmuﬂ!l&Mhhﬂdpﬁ! “The upshot
of it was that he did the du mmcmuhxxymmlmns
It is probable :huh:Pchffm on Barrington Street, :ror
m:hmmdhﬁesmwhﬂe]nhnﬂowe.& was incharge of
Howe, Jr. succeeded him in thupmnmmmmmdcmunund

mnnnnllaﬂ In the summer of 1829 the
the nearly :h:old&lbamOnlhgclxuldmg(whmh
nnodandunm the City Hall), previously owned and occupied by

Afbﬂ'thtdnd:of]nhnﬂm Jo on_lamnryl&l&{} H M.
Watson was Acting Deputy Postmaster General until the arrival of
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Arthur Woodgate, the new Deputy Postmaster General, on May 30 of that
Wootarte, » ative of Keoe England, was a nephew of Sir Henry
Hardinge, Secretary of War and afterwards Governor-General of
India and Viscount Hardinge. He had had experience both in the Home
Office and the Post Office before crossing the Atlantic to Halifax in 1843.
Within a few weeks of his arrival at Halifax, Woodgate removed the
Post Office to new quarters in a stone building on Barrington Street,
which erected and for some time occupied by the late Thomas
Forrester, dry goods merchant and member of the Assembly. The Post
Office was in the lower storey of that building, which was at that time one
of the finest edifices in the city. This was a temporary arrangement pend-
ing the availability of more permanent accommodations in the Dalhousic
ge building.

About a year later, after a lease for new quarters was signed on July
6, 1844, the Post Office was removed from this site to the old Dalhousie

building on the Grand Parade—the place where the City Hall
now stands. It was to remain in the Dalhousie College building for
twenty-seven years, until late in 1871 when it was transferred to the new
Provincial Building.

The Post Office took up space on the ground floor and on the second
storey of the Dalhousie College guildmg in 1844. The inland sorting office,
adelivery room, and a large room for sorting papers were all on the ground
floor, while ample accommodation for the Deputy Postmaster General and
his staff was provided on the next floor. Seven years later accommodations
for the Post Office in this building were enlarged and improved—as may
be realized by reading the following excerpt from the Novascotian of
December 29, 1851:

THE GENERAL POST OFFICE
The improvements for some time in progress at the General Post Office, Dalhousie
Coll completed. C as been secured in the base-
ment of the Edifice; the centre wall (two feet and a half in thickness) has been taken
down, and strong wooden piers supported by massive granite pillrs, cased with wood,
have been substituted to sustain the upper part of the building; convenient apartments
biave been astgned to the several employers i the department,including a spacious

i led to submit to the exposure to the weather under which they so long and
10 patiently suffered. Marked improvements also characterize the delivery and mailin
lepartment, as the space set apart for these comprises the entire width of the building,
nearly the whole of which is of glass with the numbers marked on the panes against
whi o h jence of the




4 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW

community bave borh boen eombined i the ecent change and if the contemplated
s or carrying the Mails, which it is sid will ommence onthe Sthal
the former wil
mﬂ«bslynﬁ-ﬁ:mzmrh:pubk.w D. M:Phumurpu:uzddmuty
u(xthvlleg:wdlnmpmbablyﬁlllarMnfm: 30d the Government have, we
undzmznd. lease of the premises at an increased rent
te m Nova Scotia was both the last De‘puty of the Postmaster
g the first Provincial Postmaster General. He served
in :he ﬁm apauty unul 1851, when the British North American provinces
assumed the control uwnpcsﬂlsn'vlmeﬂcth: n served in the
second capacity unul Confederation, when the Provincial posul :dmm
istrations were amalgamated into_the Post Office
Dominion, and Woodpml became Post Office Inspector for o Scouz
as well as Pwmasw
Subnjwznrly, abuut 1873, the dual position was divided—with

B. W. becoming Postmaster and Arthur Woodgate continuil
as Impecwr until his um'ancnt in 1374 Smcc Lhat time the line
of Halifax Blackadar, Col.

ostmasters
Fred H. Oxley, Dnnald A. King, F. A Waxmr. and [T P Morrow.
The Post Office itself was removed ld Dalhousie College
buxldmg to the then new Provincial Building (ufmmrdn the headquarters
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police), on December 11, 1871. There
it remained for sixty-five years until it was moved to the Dominion Public
Building on Bedford Row on October 25, 1937.



