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A REVOLUTIONARY QUARTET

Surely it is not without significance that, when we classify nations
origins, we find that four out of five of the so-called major powers
are revolutionary states. The United States, France, the Soviet Union,
and China were all stamped into their present form with the die of armed
rebellion and all of them m)l bear the revolutionary mint-mark. Time,
and custom,and the handling of later generations haveinsome cases blurred
the sharp outlines of this imprint and smoothed the milling of the coinage,
but the revolutionary likeness has by no means been effaced.
Nor are these merely states which have, at some stage of their develop-
ment, experienced revolutionary upheavals. Almost all nations have some
such chapter in their history, but each of these four was actually created
by t, bone of its bone and flesh of its flesh. And there is a world of
ly Italy was not ied without violence, but the
story nf ‘Garibaldi, Cavour, and Mazzini is essentially the story of a war of
liberation against a foreign conqueror. No doubt Germany, during her
brief and mglonaus period as the Third Reich, was in the throes of a
uvnluum‘ ut this was an abortive convulsion, creating nothing and
no ermng form behind it. And in spite of sentimental maunder-
mgl t lorious revolution™ of 1688, the United Kingdom can
scarcely be clauag as a revolutionary state, for the importation of a Dutch
to replace a Scottish one was only the final act of a drama which
:gm centuries before. The reforms that were elsewhere achieved
late all together were in England effected earlier, gradually, and—
except for :hc episode of the Protectorate—without serious violence.
‘On the other hand, such an upheaval as the forced pace of westerni
zation in Japan cannot be called a revolution unless we use the word in
itive sense, as we do when we speak of the lndustml "Rtvolu'um
this sort of loose classification
Protestantism were also revolutions. Indeed we have zvzn come to speak
of the emergence of a new class of industrial specialists as the “Managerial
Revolution,” and we may in time be led to talk of the introduction of new
uceunmﬁ systems as the “Bookkeeping Revolution.™ Yet all some
this type may be as important as purely political upheavals,
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in its more pmune mnnmgn, we find that it has nwrmally mun: a vloler
explosion of internal forces within a state which results in great an
fundamental changes in rohualfnrmandm society.
uwnneet.hzrwo auxym::ummuchwuhus‘uuch.rly
The mere fact :In::hm
mﬂyuﬂymnﬂmnﬁbﬁﬁmnnkmtbcmd:mwodd
both of these are revolutionary states would by itself be enough to gv(
us pause. When, however, we find that four out of five of the nations
which have any pretensions to being great powers have the same sort of
revolutionary background, certain questions positively clamour to be

pun reflection, we may pmbnbly rz;ecz the thought that there isa
necessary correlation between d greatness, that some éan,
or vital force, ug:mmdbymltmd:hzrdmuwknthunrmdthﬂe
nations to t eminence in world affairs. Nevertheless this, of
wuﬂe.m]uutw ttbemuhmnmmtbanszlvuhave:lwayschmad
They have always felt that mankind was standing at the
bnvencwthyandthnbl\uwultm!hzzdzwnmbc;hve fmhm

rebel. Y:nlchaughtbmuundmbmdl ore then a grain of truth in all
ot’ so many other ﬁ:mhzvzilwwnmbuwdmdugpummof
‘major awmnhuwewmddxmbemnﬁedmnnghngmnhum
otyltvnhmmzrvﬂanuadennvenune Extent of territory,

hile inquiring into lutionary stat

b v thereuany:hlnge\nnque abwtrhanandmlookfurpombh

patterns which they to have in common.

davou.r we have, perhaps, some advanguon our side. Althuugh :Iu

that we are

nm:fntaumu—ummnk nuwmshownsdlffzrentsmgeuofdzvdupv

‘ment, they all belong, inany sort of historical perspective, to the contem-

P world Less than a century and a_half separates the American

Manr.h d Gu:x hile rht;rum:}m-o ho had helped
u dynasty in 2 man who
storm the Bastille might well have witnessed the capture of the Wi P

Pllne by Trotsky's Red Guards,
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C in ical order, we find that the
actual revolt of the thirteen colonies was only the beginning of a series of
related events. The skirmishes and battles of the Revolutionary Wa(, :h:

ess at Pln]adzlphuz the ousting of the British, and the ¢;
theLoyalistsall appear now as only the prelude to the story. ﬁfe i
Vickae which fhocd up at Lexington and at Concord was no mare the
r:volutmn than the noise and flash and smoke of an explosion is the real
power released by detonation. After the sudden explosion
was over, the revolutionary forces that had been released
m travel outwards in wave after wave.

Thm ‘waves, just like the waves of a literal explosion, were invisible
by themselves. They could be detected only by their effect, as we can
tell that the wind is blowing when we see the ripples moving over a field
of wheat. Yet these intangible forces were nevertheless the ones of real
significance, After the Bnmh acknowledged defeat, the newly formed
American society expanded violently west and south-west and did its
hut to northwards as well. There was a phenomenal increase in

ulation. The vital centre of the society shifted north from
Vu'gma mwew England and New York, and out of these momentous
changes nubexdm/ conflicts arose. The revolution created its own oppo-
sition as it worked out its destiny. Thz sudden expansion to the West, the
Indian invasion of Canada in 1812, tK: annexation of Texas,
B s of Buropean migrants eeking folflinenr of the promises
mgnved on the Statue of Liberty were all events which might eventually
have occurred in any case. But the speed of these devel ts and the
‘violence which so often accompanied them were the result of the revolu-
tionaty impetus.

Moreover, not every section of the society approved of this rapid
transformation of the old order. The new American state tended mrxuy
ingly to be divided into two separate societies, the one southern, a
and aristocratic; the other nmﬁm industrial, and turbulent. Eventually.
to save the rcvulucum. it was necessary to fight a great civil war so that
the nation, conceived in revolution and dedicated to its principles, could

%

‘The wave of revolutionary expansion continued until it was checked
the natural boundary of the Pacific in the west and by the dzwrmln'
Canada and Mexico to the north and south. By the turn of
century the revolutionary impulses had all but spent zhmzlvu
he revolutionary society turned to its next task, which was that of
ing to a new equilibrium, Since then the American people have

i
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been involved in the two German wars, in the founding of the Leagues of
Nations, and in the operation of the United Nations, but in all that they
now do :hey are more concerned to preserve the status quo than to create
new social forms.
So far then it would appear that the American Revolution has passed
through three phases. There was first of all an initial explosion
violence. This in turn released expanding waves of force which continued
outwards from the centre until they exhausted themselves. With this
exhaustion there came the attempt to adjust to a new equilibrium.
Analogies with the physical sciences, of course, can take us only so
fa i bisory, but it is pchaps worchwhile puruing a o ltele Dofther ti
rticular comparison of a revolution to an explosion. The three main
E::wu that determine the effect of an explosion are the amount and type
of explosive used, the strength of the container in which the initial prmur:
is built up, and the resistance of the medium through which the explosive
waves must travel. This analogy may help us to understand the unique
properties of the American Revolution, for we find upon examination
that the amount of explosive which initiated the revolt was not gnr,
Lhzt the strength ufarc British administrative container was
that in g\: vut :mp:y spaces of the American West the zzvolunm
foumr a medium whose resistance was negligible. The deduction from
this analogy would lez.m to be that the American Revolution can best be
compared to a relatively low-grade explosion.
In France, on the other hand, the pattern followed was very different,
If we take the explosive phase of the French Revolution to be the period
between the storming of the Bastille and the 18th Brumaire, we find that
the amount and type of explosive had a high order of lethality. The Paris
mob the men of the Mountain, the Cordeliers, and the Jacobins were to
battled farmers of Massachusetts and the gentlemen of Virgis
as mmglycmne is to cordite. The strength of the French container,
moreover, was relatively high. Under the monarchy the social and econ:
omic discontent in France built up to a much higher peak before the ex-
was the case in cna The spiritual power of a Church
that supported the ancien régime, the loug tadition ota country governed
by kings, the Im glories of the rul se, and the ingrained feeling for
rder which is th: bﬂﬁna(k of a civilized society all t:nded
consideration of material power, to retard the outbreak

xpanding wave of the French Revolution was the Napoleonic
epic, ichrigenh. o Napoleon's revolutionary energy at once beat
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:Emth:mmchnghmnatlcgzmm monarchies. The resistance of
‘medium was very high, and as a result the reaction to the expanding
waves was felt much sooner and much nearer to the centre than in America.
Marengo, Austerlitz, Friedland, Leipzig, and Waterloo were the
concussion points. After the last gmxmoluumry vnvelnd

beaten back on the summit of Mont St. Jean, the kings of Europe crept
out again to feel the sun, but—although they did nut]mow it then—they
had ly wounded and were soan to die in t.hc it. In her

Franc d to
 rons. 5 i the ghiden atteinnon of that. g Toetis soviies she
came to feel that a true balance had at last been achieved and that the
l’t:m:h S ere oally solfllig cheie teat ertiny ot g Areextin o

explosive phase of the Russian revolution may be said to have
begun with the abdicationofthe Tea i 1917 and to have lsted il the
final defeat of the White armies in the Ukraine in the spring of 1920. The
violence of this phase, aggravated as it was by the intervention of the
of Imperial like

was nevertheless
1789 and 1799. In this stage it is probably fair to say that Russia followed
a course mid-way between the X:nmﬁn and the French revolutions—
and this for two reasons. In the first place, the amount and type of the
Russian explosive was cerainly dangerously high st leat a bigh as in
anz lnd much hlgh: © than in America. of the
ism of the b and the

uum. r.bc Img delay in granting necessary cansutuuoml reforms, and—

most serious of all—the disastrous defeats inflicted upon the Imperial
forces in the field bctwun 1914 and 1917, aﬂ ensured vhen the ex-
plosion came it would be a big one. Yet even the murder of the Romanoffs
in the cellar at Ekamnnb:rg the :‘t!r(‘)’clit;cs of the Civil War, and the Bol

l:ﬁ)mmm the
d:ulunlymmdzglemmbhdun dm:ofcthmdi
Jution. There was, for instance, nothing in Russia r:zlly comparable
Dszepm Munauml‘unce‘andilrbwgh Cheka’s firing
iy, they were not quite as busy as the
m:mnf:hz nnnehdbem One of the reasons for this was that
coup d'état against Kerensky the Russian revolution
was directed by a disciplined fparty of professional revolutionaries under
r.lz undisputed leadership of Lenin. Lenin was certainly no moderate,
but neither was he a cornered lion like Danton nor a desperate visionary
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Even more unpurmnt. p:rha)rmwas the fact that the strength of the

imperial ease with wi it was
burs:uundzrdldsome:hmgw dcrwnrh:vmlmeeofdu losion.
Amyhdhamumlydmatdlwdbyalmgmnfblmdﬂ
The ignominious outcome ussoJa war, the
crmuml smpmdlry of the Bloody Sundzy whn:h in the 1905 re-
bellion, the tion of the court by its association with Rasputin, the
weak and vacillating character of the Tsar, the dubious patriotism of his
ife, and andumrpmnswlthwhmhtbzmmd}hndm
burgLudendorff-Hoffman scourged the Tsarist armies had all undermined
(hemt‘:ﬂﬂ\lmmu Atnh:rmxhomemkyupmbmgﬁngu
last vestiges of the old order fell like 2 house of ca
The direction that would be taken by the npan wavea of the
ussian revolution was for some time a matter of doubt.
of the medium in the West was unquestionably high, andrbe(.‘nmmumn
soon became aware of this fact. They met hounhtyoﬁthm
furthzﬂxstﬁmmdwmnfm table at Brest Lmvnk and before
uuble evidence that this reaction of
Eumpt.lnPruum Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, thzlnd:nd
the Sparticist revolt, wu't murdered on their way to prison, and the
Freikorps, springing like Jason's soldiers from the nd, promised
unremitting war upon Communism. The Soviet state that had briefly
in Bavaria fell at the first contact with the Reichswehr.
In Pinland, Marshal Mannerheim defeated the Reds; in Hungary, Bela
Kun's Communist dictatorship came to an inglorious end; and in Poland,

the first t unist revolution abroad on bayonets
fell back in defeat and disorder after a clash before Warsaw. All along her
Western frontiers found herself faced with a cordon sanitaire

hostile states, ready if need be to do battle as the kings had done against

Thus when Lenin died in 1924, the Communist Revolution had come
mammds Only twealumzdmmadapm to it—to go forward
rotsky wished, in the pursuit of its inter-

mmmah hmd:;dumpttocﬂzbhahwuldmoluum,f;twfolluwm
American example mrnnumawnundzv:lopedams its expansion.
Thnwudzbuu: t of difference between Stalin and Trotsky, and
Stalin won. Fert.hcncxt years the Russian revolution ceased to

bk, Tk an Uit sprang up east of the Urals, as
Minneapolis, and San Francisco had sprung up west of the Ohio.
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‘ Before ll;]l;)ddmﬁ Lzlnm had already btvf'n facchwlth the choice of
following a ly Napoleonic course into Western Europe or of turning
back to the &sta]ungpoth: cart trails of rural Russia. would have
been a_hard—perhaps an impossible—decision for a man like Lenin to
make, for he and most of the old Bolsheviks were European by education
and internationalist by conviction. Stalin had felt no such difficulty.
He was a Georgian who had only once been beyond the borders of Ruma,
‘was more than half an Asiatic himself; and he was mud:mmatha;ﬁ

died in a lucky hour. Even before 1953 Soviet society
was already being faced with a hard set of alternatives—to follow the

natural road of Stalinism into its inevitable cul de sac or to admit that the
second phase of the Russian revolution was nearing its end and that it
was time for the revolutionary state to seek a new equilibrium with the
nth‘:r nations of th: world. Whether or not the new collective leadership

ussia wise enough voluntarily to attempt this adjustment only
time will tell, but the historical forces that make g uutm:mjn are
inexorable ones and will not long be denied.

We are closer in point of time to the Chinese revolution than to any
of the others, and for this very reason it is more difficult to speak positively
. Events may at any moment take an unexpected turn, and what
appears to be a reasonably safe assertion today may in retrospect prove to
be completely false. Nevertheless, with this qualification in mind, it
seems true to say that the explosive phase of the Chinese revolution hmd
than any of the others. The Manchu dynasty, which had ruled
China since 1662, was overthrown by Sun-Yat-sen i m 1911, and between
that time and the beginning of 1950, China was in state of
revolutionary ferment and ‘Esordzr It would be unpm itable totrace the
history of those four decades in any detail. Theyarea idoscope
of intrigue and violence, revolt and :oumgmvolc. of marching zn:mal
lore tonese and Anfu groups, of
Communists and Kuomintangs. Only when the ]aat of Chiang Kai-s nhgkn
forces withdrew to Formosa in December, 1949, does the explosive phase
seem to have passed. This judgment, of course, implies that China has
had only one revolution and that the rise and fall of the Kuomintang and
e emergence of Mao Tsetung's Communist government are merely
in one continuous story. This, on the whole, now appears to be
most plauslblc interpretation of evmu Wc do not, for instance,
of the fall of the Gironde and of the Jacobins as separate
revolutions, nor do we consider that l(erzmky and Lenin were unrelated
phenomena in Russian history.
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From so close at hand, too, it is difficult to judge just how powerfu
were the :xplmuve forces in China. What we can say with certainty
however, is that the resistance of the Manchu container was very low
By 1911 clnm 'was undoubtedly ripe for revolt. The death of the dowager
empress Tz Hai, the penalties imposed on China after the crushing of
Boxer Rebellion in 19()0 t.hz habit of fofudgn settling their iuamls
on Chinese territory, and the whale sordid story of the E\é:?)ﬂn

ing of China—of 99-year leases on Chinese cities, of forced railway con-
cessions and mining rights—all these had completely undermined Chinese
confidence in the dgynmy Sun Yat-sen's three-point pre of demo-
cratic government, improved economic conditions, freedom from
foreign intervention found instant and almost universal acceptance in

Pﬂ'hap!. then, the Chinese revolution may now have entered its
second, or upmdmg wave, phase. The Korean War and the conflict in

Indo-China may have been caused by the initial impact of these waves
upon peripheral states. It will remain to be seen whether the Chinese
revolution in this phase will adopt the French pattern or whether, like
those of America and Russia, it will direct the greater part of its energy

Although it would be intriguing to speculate on why these revolu-
mooix: have been so prevalent in the past hundred and ughty
yun,\:hmanotour resent concern. It may be that the mood is
some pattern, :ﬁe symptom of some more general malaise, but whzt
we are concerned with here 15 the contingent prcblzm of how the revolu-
tionary states have developed and how e likely to behave in the
future, Onc of the first facts which forces n.mlf upon our attention in this
that the unit of revolution has become progressively larger.
By md:rn standards the thirteen American colonies were a tiny political
unit. The France of 1789 was very considerably larger, but nothing like
as large as the Russia of 1917, ot Clioa Tas s popuation Sasice a4
:E:u that of the Soviet Union. Other things being equal, this
t inevitably mean that there would, in each. lucceedmg case, be more
weight behind the revolutionary impulses, that the expanding wave
phase would be stronger and more farreaching, and chat the final adjust-
ment would be aere Tt o e prolonged.
course, are not quite equal. France, for instance,
Eiiatd hee ool stiony g lic Bl Siever et ar ot the Gther
sates and adjusted more quickly. This was because of the greater violence
idoe Napoleonic phase. The French Revolution bled to death



A REVOLUTIONARY QUARTET 37

d Borodino, in Spam, and on the road back from Moscow.
ln]unalmk morz than twenty years it was all over. The Soviet Union,
however, d nearly four decades to absorb the revolutionary impetus,
and, since the death of Stalin, there are signs that this phase is now passing
away, I probubl that Russa is even now i th thioes ofsdjuscment.
The degree of autonomy that the Soviet Union has been forced to
Poland, the heroic defiance of Hungary whlchhumpanblyogarm
the faade of satellite unity, the first tentative concessions that have been
wrung from the régime in Russia itself—all these are indications of a new
. This trend is only to a very limited extent dependent upon the
decisions of the present Soviet rulers, They may fight against it, in whnd:
case they are almost certain to be destroyed, or ym-yaczpntand
‘hope that the Communist Party will be able to survive in a changed en:
vironment. This last cannot be a very robust hope, for no organism can bz
faced with a more critical challenge than that of an altered environment.
B e o afies a1, hat broughé about the extinetion of the gant
saurians.

éi

The time scale of these events cannot, of course, be predicted with
, nort can the details of the strugg]e It may be that the Old Guard
in the Soviet Union, the men who learned their tricks from Stalin, will
ultimately emerge as the political leaders of the nation. If so, they will
stand for the pap:tuauon of the terror, for the permanence of the ravolu-
tion, for the incre violence of the revolutionary cont
will refuse to admlt ;hat their little day is over and that they are for thz
dark. Such a refusal, however, can only hasten the inevitable.
whnd. of repression and terror that were used to convert an illitera
two hu million peasants into a literate, highly mdusmahud
ml:m wnll no longer be acceptable now that the conversion is complete.
Times have changed and Russian society must inevitably change with

§'

Unfortunately, the world is not likely to find rest even when the
Russian Revolution passes into its third phase and seeks a re-established
ium with other states. The Chmue Rgvoluuan is just entering its
second phau, and this phase must work itself out. If this revolutionary

tage could be guided and directed by moderate m:n‘ the results might be

hmlt entirely beneficial for the world—the cmanupanun of Asia and

Africa, the abolition of poverty, the decrease of ignorance. If, however,

oy the Chinese Revolution is d:rzct:d by orthodox

ults may be completely disastrous. The cost in terms
fvnhmz. degndzum. and human misery may be staggering.
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