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The Ponderosas 

Living h~rc. in tM playground of rh~ pomkroJ:~ pin~ 
we are meant to :.d.n>irc, Ydlowing•heepd.og needles 
mouhn-e<y•pringandF.tll,lillliftccnbaglby<hecurb. 
Do the pr~ men appm:iate their bcamy 
.,.hiJethrypourou<oftrucb,theirnaktdarnu 
aronvoyofrwivdandthrow,owivdand<hrow> 

BlurroM by w.nd, the needles pain< <he bndJCape. 
Thrirpoodle-tuftedbnnchesw:o.vtatthe!ky, 
ohetr :.d.omng public. They know ohey'no lp«i:ll, 
droppingoheircones:mddittypitch 
like<hedgarette:uhofltggysupumodels, 
conlidcntthatwc'll~i<up. 

Thcy'rctoogorgeouoin thc"·~yafricnd 
onceromplainedofthcarrinmyhuu>e-­
oftheswirl.onddunctedpaneb,theovcru~ 
ofgoldkaf.i!IOutinglikencwn>oncy. 
ButllqlimoU..,paintcr'sheod 
andlook,itJ<hesamo:bndscopc: 
thecnzy,makvolcntciCe~Sofgrowth. 

bnncl...h<:>.vyw•thgolden,piWiicprollt"ioru 
nestlongbn........,.,twopineooncs,<Xky, 
•ix-inchnttdlcsandcurlybr.mches 
•howong off to rhe DougW 6r, to the blue spruce, 
dw:arlingthcChrillma<trttandlinfiingwitchy, 
<hrec-prongedcbW>injunipenand.c.roarbushe~, 
onctrlandwildAowctS,ond~andgullctS, 

br.mdingthclandJC:>peanda=ningthcirdomttlion 
whilcposing,feetdeepin6rcl=d, 
withthccuual:uroganceofbirthright. 
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