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The Houdini 

w~,;~~~~~~~ ~!.SWIM TEAM, I trained in the slow bne 

"lan'tdi....,off!Mbloclu.."b.announccd,:ud.oughb.w:ulookins 
IUr iUl arpm>C.'nt, "brau.., my 1uit rould r..J[ ofT." D...w !tared, meaouring 
my !"eS[><>n>C.', mnding JO dose tha< I could •m~l donain on hiJ halting. 
....ncnyb=.th. 

Eycsconccalcdbygoggles, [iliruggcdandfeigncdhlaoo!."Cool." 
Drew pu•hed off the blu~ cemenl ,..,n with an unduluinJ 

whoooooooooooo.hhhhtlu.t~rn<aswdlofw:uhimon~ghbour~nglanes. 

Twokid.swhooped:utl><>ugh~spccdboothad[w.scd.<henAippcdontheir 

bxb to ride oot the ...,vc. Arm• arcndcd in l.aun croua. 
Awairing my cu~. I w:nchcd <he~ dock. "They don'• put dnw­

wingo in Spttdostha< l:u~."ourcoach P:unmyaplaincd:u Drew hurled 
l>imfrlf down 1hr lane, •humping, convulling in on ungoinlylly. He looked 
liUoaptivemonaltt,hi<wi<helec<rialshocb.Hishadjerkcdskyward, 
momh opm fur air, Hpaml of whi..-lrry llesh. " I told him ... ." P:unmy'• 
mi« rr:tiiM off, aimed more ar hrndf rhan me, "l<'ssoing •o ~ w i~Suc 
onrxed.:ty.· 

"N.-z-!" 
lkauso:w.: ii....,d on Myrdc. a minor <own with mod= c.cpecta<inns, 

•he ncw•p•pcrco.-.:n:d ourc-«:l}'undcm.king: Swim-a-·rno..., bonkdriva, 
mom. 0..~ nigh< a reportcr im~icwul D...w, ,..hCJ boasted. wnhout • hrnr 
af'.df-consciousncss,"llikctoplaymindg;omesindi.ranccr.u:es,"andtlte 
tqJOner,wid.ourawhiR"ofirony,printMit. 

Drew quit, citingcc:emaon hi1 feel. When Drcw1old you something 
aussi.-.:, such :u det:1il1 of his h~rnia surge'}', he tnpjX<I you at rhr end 
of your lane, prasinJJOr>e:u in hisvolumiROII.IpurpkSpccdoth:uyoor 
tquirmcd. "h wun'r rea.lly a hania." he confeiSN with the impcriow air 



ofanonlychold. "lt...sahrdroc:ck,whichUa11abnorm~P<dlingofthe 
JmH,.,.,_• He cuppN hi~ lwMl... in the sh:r.pe of • Florid~ gr.ope(rnit. 

Aftn D~ kft his mother de:u-N hU loder of rowd. and l'op 
Tarts. Sworn team w:u "'Y mother'• idea. ,..,.., ,. .. no rrason. dccbr«< 
E..hna. ,.;m :o.te!Yciow optimUm char bonJned on m:o.d......._ th.11l could 
norbecomcthebo.stintheprovinccormaybethew..,rld. 

Spom'*"""notpartofMynk"ocolkctiYe~AnOiympicrowa 
vtSucdmyhoghschoofand.,udc:na ... kcd,"Havc}"OU!flcdbowling?""ls 
yourbroohcragoodcbncer?" 

The Mynk Oucn Swim Tom {MOsn <nincd on ohe oown·s only 
pool,,.hichludli.r.lanrsandamur.aloffmlodungdolph.in.s~......._ 

We lud furry swimmcn. including ......dvea><hm.aoia. four kid• wo<h pe:~nut 
~and twO boyt who cbomcd, :dohough <iqo nuy h:r.Ye bcm ]y..,g, 
th:r.tolqo .. -cn:l~lyblin.d.AIJofohcgirl.""""'nkwewi<hNaoh:r..n.<ho 
OrTcn" &.<a< $W1mmo:r, whu at ~ftn:n lud dn::amy eye:~' and ab.. ~ 
bychloronc,hish:r.irludh:r.nkncdLhpoinaofmeringuoc:,,.·hidoinour 
mindsp•-chim a<bn~,yo:t vu],.,...bk air. 

!kfon: long. I w:u promoocd to tht m.ddle lane ...,,b w;..,.Oil. 
Au•un. aoompu~"" b,,., pulkr,a11d Maur.o, who.., faohcr, Grant, w:u dub 
proidmt. Gram had the th:o.nkka jobofbrin!it~~ pamta· concerns. -..!w:a 
<hry iU"OSe, to hmmy, who would wiohou• oception cry .. ncn confronud. A 
...,.onn oflumherjad; competouon-twspeci:dtyw:u the hoc ..,w-Gr.w 
lu.dolonggrrymulktandamcllowdi>poootion.Mullcu,bc:ocwhcncurly 
:mdblond,arrnot:uridiculousascyniathink.lnthc"}'COfthewnm, 
<he mullet: crr:ato <he illltlion of youd. a11d glamour. ~ng the p>ldo:a 
locbohaohadona:dnwnpnuefromgr:mdp:trenuanddotingnooms,who 
go.uhcd. 11 a oimc wh.,n )'OU could do nothing doe ro duonguisb ,..,...,._d( 
"Oh,lookatth~cutls.An:n"rtheybc::o.miflll?" 

Sub.anti:II mough for a pouluy plant and a hofpio:ol, Mynk had .oil 
ofthccolounofa•pringbouquet,spla<hcdonwoodenhousa.lnasbadr 
corner, whm. kid.lih Hubcrt Mxl.un lived,'*""" flm and ra.ulhoua!s 
dr:aJncdofl"gmcnr. 

Our houK ~in 1 bouquet of modm bung;Uow.. but.,....,..• 
apart. my mmhcr bel~. with the Ame oonvic1ion $he applied to~ 
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swim .::ar«r,""""' ~r H"""'r gartkn. E....,ry Augu.<t my bmilydrove through 
Mynl.c, asse.sing Ethnis rival$ in ,h., annu~l compaicion. Elhna, a fi~nme 
winocr, had plump pconics ao rich"' vanilb i« conm, and hydr:~ngcu to 

blucch>.rthcylooknllik~aoc"'"""apnimentoowmosis. 

"ldon'tlihall~muigolds."lpoim«<tooncy;ml.loohard 

and>piky." 
"Nothing pl=ing thcr.:," agreed Edma, who not only avoi<kd mU 

andydlow bur harbou~ an abnormallmrN ofoun~~ 
ToEthna,tMganglyplan!$h>.danunsctdinghumanquality.Likc 

tannns, chry mm«! chdr foca 10 fi>Uow ~~ sun.1bey gn:w too tall, tl><cn 
collapocd, hnd.o down lik, lynching ~icrim .. The flowcn; had an ttric 
pactcrnof l pir.ollingStt<lo.imric:uccnoughcobcnamcdallcrathirtttnth­
ccmury m.uhcmarician and, quite po6Sib!y, a oign of oomcthmg ~l. The 
ominous pWm had, on bcr, poSS<:Mcd Van Gogh for an intc:nJo: P"'iod 
bd'orc hio tr:ogic de:o.th. I am J':linting "wnh 1~ cnthusWm of a Mandlaio 
e:o.ung bouoU.bai.,.,," the Durdt anist wrotc: hi1 bro~r from The South of 
F~. "I am IKlW on the fourth picture of lunAowcn.· Gold and yc:llow 

thcrolorsofGod and U,., Sun, dy•nguntluc """"'"· -.1 bnd.o built up 
withintpaoto. 

EihniJrompaici....,no:u,roou:din:>familyofninc,.,.tcn<kdpasc 
her garden ro her children. who 1~bd~.lhould be: biggerandsmaner 
du.nncighbouringoffipring. Th>.tincludcdrhc Kinp,whosc:fachcrwa~ 
.,all,h>.chi,Jian..,pbccaidBIGBOY. 

Bothmyparcnu,.,..rcofav.:r:ogcoitc,butEthna,ignoringthe~ 

of muluplc and imcracung genes, believed that the more we ate~ larger 
,... would h«:omc. Like Moullard gee.c, IUnnd-fcd three timCI a day, we 

""CtCttulfcdwnhfricdchi~,<onilla.andch«Sceakc.ToEthna'sddight. 

~didforawhilcgrowullandrobuit,Jurpwingourn~ighboursuntilchc 

aco:offWcltt,atwhichpointwelcvdlcdolforluccumlxdtofa•. 
IW:>~<hcfaronc 

One <by we passed a woman nandutg ouuidc the pouhry plan<. 
~rhe..d the sky w;u heavy with c~glc:s. m;u1i'"" bird< that roosted in <tttS 
and fcuted on entr:o.il1l~f• by f.umcn. unknow:o.bl.cc=turcs chat oould, to 
my1urpri~.swom 

The woman'• grey hair Wll pikd in~ s=k with loo.se i!r>nW drift­
ifl&down .~ •idcs. Under a bulky coa<, ;u formless"' a Judo jacket, Wll a 
.mlins oo~ton olein. She wore wire-rimmed glaucs. Ac100:1 her chest Wll a 



srru.IJ d01h bag~~ with embroidery and JCqYins. h rcn1indcd me of 
pouche.J'dsceninoldcowboymovics,sruffft!wichgnld. 

~-m~nw;umrinsincoavoidasshecwirkdadumpoflonsc: 
h.:Ur around a finger. Over and o•cr, aystcmatially, as though 1hc hair wu 
endla.s. 

"Who'otha!?"laskcdEthna. 
"Lwinia M:oclean. Huben"o mother." 
"Rally?" His mo<hcr, people: ..aid, w-..s an :mist. I squinted and 

split·IICI'<'mcd Hubcn and tM woman, who didn't fie my mental im;ogc of 
an m Ut: angular. chic, dressed in blad:. 1\.bylx- <hi1 wu why Hubc:n didn't 
h.-ea home computer or a c:u-, why he wore used clothes. "He"s =lly b;wi 

aoma<h," l addcd:Urily. "lwouldn"tbc:ltlrpri.cdifhcf:UU." 
"I don't like <hat kind of mlk. • Ethna's jaw 1iglucncd wt<h the same 

look I'd «<n when Unck ~.the town dcnruriSl, nruucd imn roonu. 
baring his ten!. liU a hyeno.. "Not ~ryone ha• the .:~me adv;mtagcs as 
yvu." 

"ls"""hchasarcallymurtdo&.though,"Jhlurtcd,trying•o~ 

eo"''· "lhq gm htm from the pound. Hi• name is Scampy, and Hubc:n 
sayshcmayen<crhimina$how." 

"Th.,"s•illoncss."snappcd E<hna,nmmbc<ric:kcd."Sillina.s." 
"Re-oily! Hubc:n <old Winuon 1ha1 hi. dog is rda.cd 10 a New­

foundland dog who juS! won a mnlal for b~:~."'ry fron1 the S«ond Wnrld 
\'('a.." 

"TI~eSccondWorldWar? " 

"lb;n'• wh>t WinSlon .. id, th:lc <he dos wu a hero." 
That nightduringpi:I.Clia:l ignorcdAustin,•ittmgsubmcrgcdat 

the bottom of his lane, hidong from !'.lmmy. Durms a tcdious"" of I'M, 
I ron<nnpl:ucd the dcco~:~.tcd dog and I uicd tn visualize Scampy, whom I 
hadonly«<nfrumadlitancc,wa!ktnginthcr:ain,he:ulr:ai....!,W.eMhad 
somnhingoobcpi'OIJdof. 

P;tmmy took a course from a city coao;:h rt>mcd 8duga, who had • 
voice liU grinding prs. I ha1od lkluga and hi• swimmers. Ao one mm 
thcyparkcdbchindarumjudge,adnl!ywomanwtthF.t.ilinsvi•ion,ancl 
amu....! thcmsdva by prompting diiqualific;u ion.s. \1:/hcn one of Ul mm· 
plc•cd a rurn they gasped en 1110U5C and gro~ncd, "Ohhhhhhhhhhhhhh 
noooooooo!"Jugsc:stingagricoo•llinfraoinn,wtuchrh<:judge,...,.'t411rifll 
tolookincpr,noccd.lkluga'spoolwulocucdinaneighbnurhoodofn«l 



r::anou1 :ond kniva. Ono:. wh~n I'~ m my forgo! IO~n<cr Austin in hU ~ 
ht w:r.nd~rM ~w:r.y fmm •ht pool and go• mugs«! ouuidt a dct01 am re. 

Mon h~r oou~Y, l';!mmy JCP<lr:><cd owimmcts in<o bnc:s by sttokc 
ar~ddiu~nc~. W(addcdbeforc-ochoolpracricesandcvcrydly,withaJe­
'"'min~<ion I lud 10 adm•~. Eo:hru~ role at 4:30am ~nd drovco me through 
Uw:sl«pingJttft'!I OfM)'Ttk,arinuldu!lcftwahilar:>ted,andfecling. 
foradwnhutwondcrfultimc,absolurclyopcciaL 

n,cuands atourpoollookedlikcachurchb.olcony,ovcrhanging 
!hclann..Onceinsidc,)'Ou~rc:usauhedbychlorincandhcat,a!W0-6sted 

oruckth.otldlyouaftcr!IM'ra.lhoutsllupdtcd,un;.blclom....,_ 
During meets I occasionally looked up andAw spcc<amrsc<.>m~<~>«', 

tongues extended, stripped <odwmor umkrshiru. Panting. The drug 
Pksnunwhowas~'Sdrunkandchcwinggum;lh<:seniorwho!>C'I(:t 

kncwwl>ctc:hcrgrandsonwubtclusethcparcnllhoddivorttdandnoonc 
told her anything any more:. "Jsjimmy in this race:~" sh( would blcac. "Is 
cha1 Jimmr." Thc p.t~ll of nu'llinal kids who feigned bck of interest by 
hidinsbchindbool<s. 

Ono day I Aw Ethna's si>Ccr !re ne ~nd her husb.ond Roger in nmch­
ingtnckouiu.Rogct'opocktu""'r( alway>611edwithbusiroeu:cud.s,which 
htAidttdatJtrang=:u!houghhcwudc.olingfmmadcck.R4trr0'&/L 
li«nMI drnrurm. U'}~nn,r drntum is M '"tluml M p~<llrN.f ~n 10efu in rhr 
_,..,,.f .nd r .. ltmt rhrm Djf "' nithl. And then in emphatic kmt. O ne in 
"-'• C...adianJC>ln'!bcwmng. 

11KO'&llolivcdinamodcrnhouotwiththrecAoorsandfour 
lt.uhs.l'ooitionedthroughoutthcd~lling,likcfabcr~~ggs.~re :uhtra)" 

m*fromdcnulimpro:uion•,:allonc-of-~·kind,acoonlingtoltoger. Big 
tDOOtiu,crooknlmouths,andonc""•mall,ithadtobcachlld's.Alw:~l" 

d.krential. lrcnc put Rogct in charge ofth~ decorating. "No on~ in our 
family hod nylc," ohc oighed to Ethn~. :u though it was a chmm010mal 
bwdm likt diabn .. or oolour blindnns. 

AJ '""ml ~led ou<, Rog~r ''" in the from mw, judicious, 01udying 
eh. T"'!hiru: optimistic on .. tlu< urged: You Ntwr Suaud ij,Jn. Y..u Try. 
or!htcomh:.!ive Yi>at.S..d,s;.s..di1Uf.Our lhiruinv:ari.ablypl~on 

our acronym: ll''r Cdl1k MOSTO..t OfSwsmmm,r 
If you ~~~a lycr:& 1wim cap wah water and hold i1 above somron~·, 

lo:ad,tbenlctitdrop,rwoour<.>fthr«limc:s,rhchatwiUconform!otht 
!.:ad. While ~t)'tlnc pracria:d 113ru, Au>1in M<:»lt<n>ich dtmorutratcd 



.M lu,, u'ick. l .... w Roe~• frown, 1hm po<n< ~• Au11m, who was ...,ann.,; a 
T-&lun ovn h11 OOng oun :md a pair of win•~• boou.. 

Th~ provina'• coach~• hdd a '"'""'ing and d'"<:idnl thu wha~ w:as 
miMingwasFun.Tonxoii)'<hiJ,ohtyraolvnl<ou..,,kword"fun" 
whcn<:Vt:r pouibk: .M l'un Rtby, .M Fun l'limonaoor. Thry pvt mttU 

fanciful """'C'S lik, ThC' lc..krg Classi~ and The Spring r~~cr. "Stndi<:< 
show l"Mmmcrs will not drop ou1." <hey announad wioh <he forad griru 
ofv-.ocuumcleancr....ksmcn, "if1hc:yan:havingfun: 

None of this man~rnl u1nil •heyd'"<:idrd 10 imrodua:~<The r ... u 
Gobbler a fun eva>! tlu.c bc:cunc knOV>·n :llllO<JgfWimmersasThe Houdini. 
Using duet tape, coaches uped thnx b.atcha of SCV.:Il·)'Qf-olds tognhc< 
~nd pitched them in10 the p<><>l. Wh~t w.usnpposcd 10 lu.ppen, l wondered 
:ulklupnoddrdhisapproo:~l.'.l'rn:lhckidssuf>poS<dtoiWimtogethct! 

Orfrtt!htn~lvco,lhen•prinl1 
WhatC\Icrtheintcnt,itwaslikcohrowingacacoffabridgcin;~b:tg. 

Thra~hing. Kr.nching, >ilmt undc,..<Hcr panic. AJ the swimmers rurbced 
bricRy. faas conoor<nl in fear, a murmur sp=d through .M c ...... -.:1 louder 
:rnd loudor nmil a lifeguard jumped in and gNhhnl an hy11~rial god. 
"l.iommmm~. Mommmmmm-<tt; JhcchokM. 

Don't oompl..in, I wunM Ethna. don't complain, but oomronr 
did. 

"If th.cxp;=nu ha.-.: nO<hing OO.n rodo .... " l'ammycolbps<od in a 
puddk of..,[f-pity. Th.o:n, ,...., mirxulrnulyaM<:, lighnng 1htongh her lOll 
with 1he s:tmc spunk 1lu.t had ch.vact~riud her swim co.rttr. Parcnu wtft 

both shamed and ill5pircd. "Now l'ammy, ""'*-'you are the opm~" 

l'ammylookMhkcaiOny-)'Qf-oldooftb.allcnchcr,thick-wai>t.d. 
wnhthcunfonnnatchaidin~ofov;crcwolf.lnonapshouihcalwa)'1~ 

ac:anofCoc:a-Cob.inonch.nd. E.dma ... odl'ammyhadm~rrirdRmy.a 
b.:r.nkrupt diV<>rtce, bcc:.UJC W h:od "mii$Cd her wmdow of opponunoty." 
Rl.lry was a natural blond wirh the porouJ ~kin of a whire •pongc. skin that 
rouldwithomwarnlllgflu.h<oaviolcn<>lwkofpin.k..Hehadinmibl. 
Wh<'S. p•g rye~. H~ ""'"' al'""thcr j:ockCI :ond rhrcw out "hrp" ap,.,....,... 
liltt".,raigh<np,buddy":md "rightb.:r.ck>tp." 
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According 10 Ethna, ~woman had a window and it Will small. 
Sotm J<tu:t.n<krnl " nn a man who dumped them after ,~,.. of d>ung. 
othasplaynl<hefiddrnoiQIIg.Byrhenrhechoia:swen:~mioog. 

nms,drvo=erwuhk;ds,alcoholia.lrhoughtaboutthecrowdoutlidethe 
d.nox crmn: when: Austin had bttn mugsed. One man had been w;otching 
1 pack ofYMO\ toggers pau.lhouting encouragement, "Good p;ICC. Wis, 
wong pace," and tht;.,, 10 an old man, who had follen bdmt<l: "Pick i1 up, 
pdou!" 

My window, I d«idcd, would open alter high Khnol when I would 
jornWeightWa!cher~andlosc:twemy-livcpound•.Sud<knlymen,like 
panhandkrs, would be t>'ctyW~ in clwG. a11hebooknon:. On !heuni­
vcrsrtytc:tm, l would m«l jeremy, a6-4 b.lckmokcrwilh bleached hair and 
a lbwlcs. nose:. He would, n01 coincidentally. bear :m «tie I'CICmbbnu to 
Nathan, who, during thc•ummer, had discovcrnl he could doom..r•pons. 
including rugby. "You trattor." we..:oldcd. "You'll bebd. • WJ,n Nathan 
didn't come back, but did become a rugby sur. weromfoncdourxlV<Swith 
choap insultL "Anyone an pby rugby." wed«id..d. "lt's a goon 1por1. • 

When my Aun1 Gail ~fifty she tnok up running and won a lot­
tery entry to U.., ctkbm..d New Yotk Cil}' M:u::uhon. Gail was one of 
60,000 prnocipantl, including Kenyaru and E1hiopians with wrngs in~tc:td 
off=. 

"Wdl. I hoP" she: wins," offernl Aunt lrene. 
"Shewon'rwin,"sai.dEthna,::t.djustingap«lll!ions. 
"Youdon'tknowtbat,"huff..dln:nc. "Shcnuslu." 
Wh.cnGailfinishedinunderli-..:hout~,CYtt)"'ncloolu:dmiffcd,::u 

d><>ugb .he h;ui £:.il..d them 
Pammy J~id we could nor go:< fa51 unlaa '''"went to big m«U in 

On<ar;oorQucb«,.omo:thrn gohehadearlierdismi&sc:d:uawasreof 
ruoney. Everyone signed on, indudin&c;.,.,•pna, who lived on a £:.rm 
ou<side <own. Georgrna'o whole fam ily was slow, people described in 
empry obiruaric:a ;u "kind-hcartcd." and u a rcsul1 she was twO &ndcs 
bd.ind '" .drool. C:eorgrna'• brother wore a snowmobik 1uir and a thick 
bbdt he.dband undcrncarh a uuckcti ap t:h.'ll J~id O.m" /i.r Gtl<Ni. He 
.,..rched the movie n, Mllrrix and for six montho w:u t:ctri~cd, bcl~ing 
icwas real. Gcorgina had a lucivious side .. t.ich made m~ uncomfortable; 
lhccallc:devcryonc--boyoouragc,paremsandt:eachc.-"houico."Shc: 
olirn posni ,.;m her mou<h half-open, <onguc WggcJtivdy o:posc:d like a 



[..,r liner Bdup'• rou ... l'muny lud bttn r:sc:tpmg rhrough rhc 
fi..,un, •voiding rhc lobby fillnl worh parm11. "I'm s....alcingour•oavoid 
Mike Moskovich,

8 
1he wh;.l"'m! when augh•. "He'll proMbly '''""'m 

complain obout Austin's cnrriQ "'j>in." And l~"'"' would chuddc "'"" 
rhough rheywould d!$COVCr, upo11 onvnupuon. •h•• MoU Mo.dwvi<:h lud 
nm bttn •• rk pool<hor nighr or.!Ur rhot m.1ucr, rk Ion rwo w..,kJ. 

ArrhcOnrarioo..irport.....,..,ntnlav::o.naRdd...,..,,o,hepool.wbir.h 
wulocornlinasq.;.suburbofhogh-!Ucsandbridrhou..,.wnhp~• 

srqn. lnsid~:, you could in>agine liquor ctbmct> and r:Qnsole TV ~" 
tOp]>ro""rhgr:~du:.rionphorOII.AllnfrhcbrickloolrnlldiO"o'erfiomthc 
con.srructionofajail,anasbcaros·611nlholdingpcnfordriftcnanddrunlu. 
Ov.:rhad,!hc:o..irw.uhcavywithsrnog. 

After our pr.lCticc Pammy d""'" w to • Andwich lhop fUr '"PP"'· 
The am wu mo...:.so., ;u though 1n enormous brown wind had blown 
rhrough, kavingcvcrytlungstam®.l .. wduplcxcJWJth undcni~ ,.;ndaws 
and lawn orn:unerns; I AW • shon man driving a bota. wearing !he: Amt 

l:wldana>~hU~ngcrs,<WOsullcntoddlcrs. 
w;.,,.,n, who worccxt..,mcly thK:k gl:wcs, w;u :aM:.d of me in dx 

101ndwich """· When Win"on 6nllhala nacr, M gropt<l rl~<: da:k for lW 
gl~wdurhc:rould...,!hc:sro..,bn.rdondhistimc.OnAiprurnslwa~ 

alwaysvigihnr.waryofcolli•ion•. 
"I'd like t"-' ft:Ul!ed chidu:n wuht,•u the sauce, pl~." W.n,.on 

squimcd 
"lt comts wuh rhc laJ"Kh: growled rhc K,...,r, 0111ing rh.c bread. 

0..-,r ha head w.u a •ign that ;ulttd, ;u though rh.cy a.r«<. How M \l} 

Dt.inx? 
"But l don'tW;I.ntit,pl...soe." 
Shcpickedupaplmicbottk,looltedotWonstonandsquccuda 

white ~ne of uucc down the lcngth of the ''"'dwich. "h ~""'with tbt 
~cb." 

lnwarm-upalllcouldhnr.....-;urhcitmulunrous£pl>Shmgof1<11 
lano:andthcurgmt"huuuppppp"ofco..dlcs.Thcbrightlylitpool...., 
avcmous, and whc:n officials m~rchcd out, they wore blucrs aud r:ics. 



Attlw massa~ ubi .. P~mmy pointed out a miUCUbr m on who had 
~~~on the~· of <he swim m;tg:ozinc I m:civN in the mail. The man'• 
name W;1f Yorgo and 1w had flOWing black hoir and a petm~nem un, unlike 
most of the swimmers, who s«mcd pale: and bleached from chlorine. Yorgo 
couldll<l~b«naroArg<:mincanpolop~withaRole.:mdaPo!Khcand 

athtn,obscendywc:tlthyhcin:sswhosuPIIOrtcdhimarodhiJonchundn:d 
poni .. umiloncd.y,inaJOiouJt:lgc,sheshothimde3d.WhenYorgo 
tl>lkdO¥Uitawamaplcbfunooonhild.c.t. 

I uoppcd at the T-Jhin sand where a man with a prcsa would pcr­
IOnolize your meet •hin with: Fr=ryle. Bmtcrfly.lbdutrokc, Brcawuoke 
oriM. 

I "-:as uill thinking abot.o< Yorgo, who had in my er<"' t!K deg:ma 
ondpa>Sionofdw:<ango,amana<homeinanopcn.hou..,o<alhrong 
of colourful p~-1in housc:s. Yorgo would be: magnanomow, I <kcidcd. 
b.o..in&lha<otJCUS~W;1fnA/um/lyh,.,andnmsomethmg<obc:lordcd 

<;Nrrodw:rs.Hcwouldbc:~ouoinviclory,unlokcthc"x-foot-tallgorls, 

who talked in""~ voicaabom howcmlw1'2Uing i< would b.:: no< <o make 
finalo. 

At home meets ]'am my wore a cowboy h.at and nn down the side of 
<he pool. K:K2ming "I"• I"!" a< though wc wt:te on a round-up. Sometimt::~ 
I i~ncd het on a palomino. If one of w had a good finiJh Pammywould 
turn,findthc~rcncindw:standJandboe=>,Jh.aringindw:bt.. 

Yc•rs l>tct I s;~.w Pommy at a junior hockey g;tme in a Ptet"J /l;>o, 
jumping up and down in the Gm<: lUte of ntano<: <:n<hu1iasm. Why <he 
hisuionia., I wondcmi, until I "'"' cbc: wide-Ktttn TV and rcaliud th>t 
l'o.mmy-thecmbOOimcn< ofFun-w;u hoping ro bo::C>peun:d by Uw: rov· 
l"Sc:lnlCt:l, 

Hcrc,inanunf.uniliarpooltt...tgr<:wlon~rC'ICryd.y,apoolwith 

a..dium Jeats :md :m echo, Pammy oat immobile: on the oiddines, Splunx­
likewithaC>nofCokc. 

When I w;u m C..dc Ten wc rook mcral •hop in a dr:~lty anna 
611edwirhsqu.-:~lingsaW1andpo""'rrook "Nowdon"rtouchtll<ltdrillcd 
mcr:al," warned our rr:achcr. who, ominouoly, ru.d one ann. "hi oarcmdy 
bm.TtwiUhurn)"Ou!"&c:ou..,Da-aldMurphyw:uonidimandw-..oil-



ting dirccdy behind m~. l had no way of :stting him prcs. the smould~ring 
metal to my unprot~ffl n..d.. As th~ trach~r gaspM and Ocr.old tittered, I 
Ulivcred in shock. Why, I Wl>ndcred,"" my hcod whirbl with pain. Because 
I was f.u? 

Wkn things go b:uily at a <wim m<:<:t, you pay for o:very sin of your 
life. Yourtimei•A""hedondtcscorcboatd, thcnpastcdonawall.There 
is no way to make the mortifYing w:Uk from the edge of the pool. wet and 
fu.lf·nakcd,tothcdrcssingroom,withoutSQmronc;uking,disingcnuously, 
"Oh. i• sh~crying?" "Is she Uf><"t?"Thruugh a gauntlet of Darwinian ororn, 
you .Wh, pr.oying for your towel. '11tighs rubbing. Stom:~eh <uckM in 
Vidro~:~.pffl.Youronlytrueallics,yourp.:trems,are, inacokulatedanof 
crudry. imprisoned in the <t:lltds wh<:re thcyconnot re:~ch you; thcyc:utnot 
help. 

"Wlty did you bother coming?" Pammy oc=hffl at Gwrgina, 
who had her race numbcn wri11cn down her arm in pcrmancm marker. 
" Why'" 

Gradually, on the pretext of:sttking:K!viccon scratdtcs, Pammy 
abandonedusforthchighergroundofBdugo. andhisstar,afrccsryb 
named Wren, whom P=my lu.d urlicr d<:«:ribc.l "os an anorcJtic mental 
c:ISC'.• When W<Cn won her heat I ""w Panuny tu m wthc otands, find tht 
parcnts :mdbcam 

Stillwcaringmylu.t andgogglcs,lstumbledp.:tnbodicsandNgsto 
mylockcr.Jdidn'tthinkaOOutmystaShofcncrgybar&;ldidn't:stttl'<'girt. 
sucking on puffers,cycsdooed like junkies. Somehow [landed in th~hallway, 
black and hollow "'an dcv;ttor shaft, mippffl of signs and inspiration:.! 
posters,whcrelwaitcdformymilldWstopracinglikcarcchootingdisc.l 
trifflnottothinkaboutfinishingnincty·cighthinthelOOBn=t,about 
Aus<in'sfourdi><Jualifications,aboutBdugapokingmeinthc<tUnt:Khand 
uying, in his counterfeit voice, the one that drip pM with wi.sdom and cart, 
"Youknowwhatyouhavctodo ... "anmhcrpok..,"togctfostcr."Aftor:lll 
hour. maybe two, the t~am w:md~red om w~~ingT-<him dm irnpmbobly 
daimal: Otters Have th~ MOST Fun in rh~ Pool. 

&fore we kfi for Ontario, Roger and lttnc StOpped to wi>h US 
lu~k 

~Now win some ra= for us." !"'ne grinned. I <hn'!;!,><:<l, armour in 
placc,whilcEthna,whodaredtodttaJll,twirchffl. 

"lt'sawrybigm<:<:r,"ErhnaSI~talro~xploin. 



"Oh you'll'"·" scoffed lm.c, which ..-:u codoe for: ·....,·u bechcck­
ing•h<:resuln:And<hcnbeforcE.thnaoouldprotostf'urth<:r, l rcncadded, 
·~riJhiringanod>c:rwi.mnr." l glanccdatJtoscr,whohadgrownrich 

on th<: b;.cb of toothless KniorJ and 5c:UJOn:ol workcn, mouth. immon:r.liz.cd 
asashuays.. 

"R.cal ly!"bhnaukcd. 
Rog.:r Hashed hilall ingard: !WO ro,...of polymnir.cd acrylic resin. 

Wlw:n Roger smiled, he looked like aomconc aught riRing your rmdicinc 
abinct,a~.atn~t•milc!hatJuggt:st.d itwa~yourf.mh,nothis, 
th:u you'd aught him. "I nM someone 10 h:mdlc dw: owrflow: Roga 
announced.. That smile. thre:llcnmg and ugly :u a Jlump fcna. 

Soundinghigh-nund.d fortornn.~ncwho'<l•pcn•dw:nigh<a<d>c: 
rno<di«:!Md.inc,orucnsiblylillingbuckcu,Aul!insaidbcludnotbought 
a m..-. T-shirt bcauJC h<: ,..... 1otving S400 •o se• his au' tcetb cbncd. He 
hadap~e~un::ofoncofhisca<Sinah<mWefromanorangcpc<:l. 

"Why!":~.~kcdWin<<on. 

"lkcauJCnooncd~eisgoing<odoit,"Au$tinaMwcrcd. "lka.tJ.JC 

/;unno!sdlish." 
1\ctQSJ d>c lull I gw Gr.~m Wmiring his mullet io a window; l pw 

him $10ic:ally Jrnik l! Ethna who KCI11o.d in 1hock. A1 tlu! momcm 1 w:~m.d 
to 1dl Ed>na about Hubef! M;u:Lc;m, wh<l might be moving 10 another 
toWTt.Winnonsaidbc'dmctScarnpyandtbcdogdidittmatraorrlinary. 
t..whku.bcw;lkcdhyllubert'JJidc:mdcouldn'•bcdisttac!edbyS<jUitrds 
or an, or a low-Hying uglc 1lut owuopcd from the sky liltc a malicious 
p')'Jlhon with PWtic pow=;. You could sec, Winnon arsued. why Hubcrt 
would W;lnt to show him. Not l<>r himself, hu1 for the dog. And when d>a! 

!how -nun kau.cd him on pcdigrca and ~p=. "-c p~ how li.ulc 
Jhe knew about life and love, how little she knew about dogs, who d<ln't 
rwd ~ wv 10 sa....: tomconc. Huben, I dtcided, when 1 was wiJCr, should 
iuVI: kept Sampy under the pillow of his h=t, with all the thing~ thar 
V"' him joy. 

And then, before I could•pcak.l noticcd~poli«:manilllcrvicwinr; 
the president of the host dub, a haughry -man from South A(ric.. Aus· 
unr.aisnlmarmandpoinrcd. Thcrew:unowayofgctungaroundit,lw: 
&dared, louder than neccss:~ry, somn.~ne h.uJ to be in trouble, md it w:u 

probably Mr. 



How ooukl a haud, an Impostor ,..,m a~lmdy no training. walk 
In off d~smct: and muAgeiWI~ for m~ whol~.b.ys? ~dr,rnanckd, 
ar though he dcservN an ans-r. Why didn't Wad< him for ID? Wh.ao if 
hcwasapcdopho~ 

Maybe. Winston wgar..d. dK otory would m.alr.e tht ~· 
Or dK lV-... I was upon, laid, b,a...., W charb"'n had workd on 
Yorgo. who'd had. a f.abulouJ mm and didn'•~ rolxusociar..d with 
~in&.,..,rdid.. Yorso.Gft:>rgi~t~onon..d,wu¥ahorricc.¥ 

Afon IOOrmdkssdayswr fdta ornrbrous rdid;urhoughsornnhinr; 
m.l]a,.fulhad~,somcthin&tharoouldhaw:-"-/Jhave--becn 

p........,nt..d . Somdtm&ar wi<kss :as"Tlt.o: Houdini. lt W<1$11't j.ur rdid",l 
admin..d, :os the woman rhn- up her hands. lt wu <he s;~me ~finu/t 
we h.ad fdt whc:n Drew di~ at a mm and his suir fi:ll OO...·n. The. s;IIIK 

joy I had~~~ on lm~c's &a: whm she =liud, long bdU~ Ethna, that I 
was hopdc:s.s, an emotion $0 poctnt and prirrW that it muu, .,me dcria 
pradlcd, lx dKdevil's work. And it ..,..a][ around us. as eerie as sunflow­
crstntheSourhofFrance. 
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