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Hard-Wired 

c:~::.:o~~f~ ~~~~:~·j::~":::w~::"r::~;; 
ITillr.ug..? And •h~re'• no<hing rentMb.blc abou< h1m. P,:k'• in hislu~ !hir­
locs,m:uri..dlikeher.bor..dwithhi<l~lifc.<houghcommin..d!otuying 

with h,. high school ... u.hon wife of al11>0$< rwtnryyr::us. Carokwondcrs 
why ,m, chooses to li~ undcrn,...<h him os he p;lrlfJ ~nd gnmu 1nd 1hul!les 
abou1, un1il th~ orgasmic ru~h oll<:< him away from her 100. 

Sotheyloungc<hcre. Nc:n<oone;tllothtrontrn,e>:tra-lirm hotel 
m.II\I'Q$, bm oor quite touching. ~un~ how jun moments kfo..,, th~ 
bu,.,.,...,..JU..,m~lvesintolrn,o.hc.-,kne;l(jingandtucgingatallthclkshy 

btuoftrn,irbodics.untillhcy'oO'en:St:ltightlywdd...Jrogarn,r,hcoouldn'! 
be Jun: where her lwt;tty thigh began and hi• muscle.! one endn!. And 
now,bothalnitlto•dmitthcothcr'•praen"",or••le:lS!prcfcrrmgnmm 
ilCknowlnlge one onothtr for ,m, momem. Carolc breathes in 1he mudry 
odot.trofU..,ir lov.,making, r,.,J. with her fin~"'l"' ,..., moiJt spou knea•h 
ha on the conon •h,.,... As !hough ,m, n=h nidtncc of wlut JUit rook 
plxc.ButJhedoc.n'!rexhforJxk..NordorsJhcspcak.. 

The drama iJ a F..miliar o...,. S:unctcnp~, difl'crcnr leading men. h's 
ju11 u she ;tlld Fr:mk ho,.., don~ so nuny rimes, or home. Bur ir'1 difl'en:n< 
too, in a way. Where l'rattk filto h~r up wirhqu<:<rions, huno and sometime< 
rl'l'nalinlcfricndship.Jxk(andallthcothtr)adu)ukc:$all thataw:.y.No, 
akingisunfair.lo'sn•oreahliin~•pcdingoffofwh.,Casok;ackncn.lcdgcs 

oobr:h.:r<:Subliilicdrcsptct:>bility.Lyingbaidcjad<,justlu'lingfudtcdhis 
bninJOul, empties hcrofhcrown corutruCIN oclf. And fm this she fccl.o 
COTrl;uunggr.atitu<k 

h's nor likcC:uolcc.n'! find=tUI relc~sc•t home. Frankh;uabso­
lu!dynotlifficuhyinfulfillinghcrcroticneNs,aolongasit'&bt:t~nthc 

lin. and K"COnd dr.afi of his cum:nt novel, or :after the ~n)l dr~fl hu been 
tmtro his Nimr. He"• p;lnicubrly li-isky, in foct, hio optimum erotic pnb 



.IC'Cm•ooccur,whenh<:knowJhosm:ltluteripo isxtu:l.llyinoheh:ltldJof 
hiscdiror. bting read.lnuead of rolling oway w rhe f~r•ideofthe bed, 
ah.>ustcd from a ltn hourd.>.yof U.:.ping:md ronroning his unrulywo.W, 
h..touchc:shcronhct.houlder,orlowc:rdown,inrh.,snul!ofhcrbxk. 
Andi<IOnthcyan:quictlymovinglog<:!hcr.a!lhisvagranrmiudmtuphon 
forgotten m cuhlongc for the inanirulo!e groan, ,ru, o'l?""ic S!""m. SI><: 
v•gndyr«;~!!sthism:okinghcrfedspeci:>l in the firstrouplcofyc~l'$0f 
thcirmuri>ge..AJthoughFr.mk'slitcruyoeuivicy,hlsfullillmeruofiU. 
proJect. opurred him on to W~<.,rd himsdf ""·ith pl""-!ures he was 50mchow 
unwonhyofbd'ore iucomplc:tioo\ Buti<IOn,•peci:>l io.n'!cnoUJII. And fin:>l 
drofu:u-.:fcwandf.orbo.twccn.Likcthctoy.Iltych<:qua. 

C..rolcui ... toremcmbtrthelaSI!imcthcycould:>ITord!oeatour. 
How long h..t u ~n '"""'.he'd bought hendf a new pair of d-ooa, :ltl 
ourfirforwork,or~naoouplcofbra•!Shc•neaksap«katthecarpt"!ed 
floor of rhc hotd room. where hen appc;us defeated, splay<'<! o~n, fro~ 
otd>c.houldcrS<nps.ohel.xc.besinningtolookl..:icrbythcday. 

NortharshccxpecuFrmkto•upporthcr.C..rokw:ur.~iscdinlhc 

~rieo; port of thegcntr.~tionof womm whovicwlin:ltlcial indepcndc:ntt 
asamwton:rnyrom:rnriclioi>On.And•hcrominucstoaca:ptFr.lnk'srolcin 
tl>!'itroll1.al>ttasthcS<2rvingArtistoort.lnf..ct,Carolclovaallthequirky 
lubou,JdinmghomJOunoqudyasWriter.thcw.~yhcbouncanoryideas 

ofl'l>!'r ar fi"" a.m. when her own ...,i-comciousnas U for him, simply, 
unf.o<hottt:~bk;ohe""')'helunpovcrhcr shoulder,re>dingilongwithhn, 

as she givQ hts wurk iu lim real porus:>! (she takes grut pride in her role 
as hi< >=>pk re>der); """n W ~nlk """Y in which he lllps his kcyb-cwd. 
Some<itnClihcllopsouui<khiolludydoorasihe'owalkingdownthch.all, 
jus<<oliuenrotheoccasionallyhcsit:ltlr,JOmeumClh«tic,alw;oystcnder 
click, click, click enl:ltlauns from Wlthtn. The 10und. bnng on • nOJtalpa 
ofsoru.anlemoryofhcrchildhood,whcn.hCdtuntintoMr.Drcssup 
for thccrisp,ckan soundofhisteissor>Jiicingduough multi-coloured 
construc:tionpapct,oklmilkcartons,andhardybri"olhoard. 

Butlh;.rw.ulonso.go. When hcridnoflinanciilsecurirymcanr 
chucking lifrya:nu,a;>e~lyone hilfof...,.""""klyallowanu:, inrohn 
moulded plasticScooby-Dou bank. Before she'd enrerraincd any ideal 
ofahundrcdyarold rowhouscnearBathuncandQuttn. Bcfor<c.ho:'d 
conrcmplatcdooll«tingamiqucJ,Rc:a-markerfinds,F.tntilycasr·offland 
shaping her homcinro:rncd...:tic,rounrry-Vicrori..ncOtugc,with.-:J 
Or~ntil arc:~ rup, staincd gl:w bmp sh.ada., vinugc busu wi1h missillJ 
p;~uu chip•. F.tbrics such as <hmW<, •ilk, cot1on :>ll miud together wirh 
oldau.,.jquihs,:mdo:hcc:kncdtabl«lOths.Kindof:ltiEd'•W>sthoult 



m«t~Oid M..:l::l.mald f...,l. Cur~~ndy. Wand Frank live a< Kloorand Duf­
fnin, in a Rat on tM thord Aoorofa ho....., &irlysimilat to tl..,onc:Carok 
SttS U.c:m owning one: <by. WiU. Toromo ..,a] aratc: pnc:a c:dgong Madily 
upward,~. Carolc wond~,. whnMr het f:antuy holm' won't .mWn 
jwtthat. 

Frank nays home: and writes. Carolc hoP' cbc: oubway downtown 
ro work c:vcry day. Tlw:ot :uuonomial rnor payntcnu for a onc-bWroom­
plu'-<kn "'A«Ithc: ~on walk aM h:u 10 public •ran1i1. Nnr monch, that 
poymcnrwollbcr:u~lyr:tagain,<kpl<tingthtirmomhly~:~ving!l:ryyct 
:morhc:rfiftydollar~amomh. 

FinancialdctailabringCaroledowo.A!;dOC$thc:..,alicyofheraitua­
tion,whichshc:..c:s .. unlikdytoch:angemuchO'o'c:rthc:no:ttwcnty)'C'l!'J 
SoCarolcplay~with rhc ide.ofwhati<wouldbclikctohvcadif&rcnt 
oofloflifc. Toyswnhthosc:Jhc:migh<h:""bttnapartof,ifWhadonly 
c""-ndi!Tcrcntly.Ofcoursc.it'•a.llju~ta~tc:,really.Carolc>«ktout 
men like jack: fin211ci>.llysucccs.ful, atU'Xti...,, marrift! lm'n who find 
thcnuc.J.uw:anung.Pcrhapshi•ch.,..,npannn&"Nhc:rqli(Maofaloppy 
mtbnoes from <he kids, or maybe W'• working 100, and dr.unft! from her 
owntwdvc-hour.nress-fillft!day,orm.aybc,lilu:-Jack,ahe'•w"hinglheh:.d 
oomcollC new <o hook up wiU., come lighli-Qm, 

Carolc doan't ponder Jack'• re>ooru much, r>Or doa .he Aancr hendf 
lobnut her sc:xu;tl prowes. She im't ""Y kind nf ins:mablc, IQ kinc:n. She 
~n't own •single piece of ootic lin~ric:, and no1 one ktnky sc:x toy. The 
<ruthi•,shccn'taffordthetrcndy,up$011cshof'ilinYorkvillc,orevcnthc 
oh:r.bbicroni'SonQueenW""t,scllingsuchoundryluxuri"".Shcguessesher 
appealli"" in thcfacl d..,'socouionallya....,ilablc, uncrlyunimcrcstft! in 
common liddicy, and she's no< • wili:. Or not dut particular wik an)'W'Iy. 
Carok supposa, in the: end, it'• mo"' obout wlu.r 1he iul'<, th•n wlu.r .!te 

For eJI<Implc: Carok: dOC5n't cook 11>r dtesc: mc:n, ever. E...,n a cup 
of coffee is con•pocuotuly obscnt fiom her rcpcnot~. Nor <loo 1he on any 
•':IY mend or bund~r rbeir dodting. Thc:ir children art theirs. Mmhering 
tsoomcthinl!.hc:k:ovarorheofficialmatc:.Thcirlovely,auburl:>onhoma 
an: 11>r 1hc.r dm~<nl f.tmilia. Carok shuddc:n at the pr~t oflaving 
hcrbdovedcicycachc:vcnmg.<l':lvdlingforhourslorcachotrttlas,bor"'n 
M>bdivi•ion of i<knrical fearu..,Jas ti':ICl houlct. Nor doa 1he in any way 
mcmp< ro romfort Jack ond his ..,mcrim"" guilcy consc:j.,ncc (unlas, of 
rourst, ho: induda whatever ool;aa, h~ lindo in th~ soft tio.suc bctwccn her 
thiglu). The above i1 not her chosen mlc. Hers i• 10 Jj., wirh him, crc:ue o 
wsprn1ion ofbdj.,f tf':lling oil memory of their former Klvu, if only fur a 
6tfulmomc:nthen::andtherc,andc:<i<so"ll"lcft. 



Nor does Carolc rc;olly allow the J~du to court her. Though •ornc 
have tried. Elq;ant dinners, the>tf<', movies, <:Yen ~n offer <o shm: a DVD 
that's just been n:lc>>cd,an:alldodincd,Shci.sn'tlO<Jkingforromantic 
n:ndczvous. 

Though at one time Carol<: thought <he knew what the><: men pro­
vidcdhcrwith,nowshcfindshcroclfpcrplcxcd.So,hcliabc.idcthisJack, 
co!lrcringrvidcnqofhcrcrimc,:olrcadyfiguringouthowshcwi!ldispooeof 
sa.idincriminatingdet:t.ilsJOshccanrcrurnhomctofindhcrlovingFr:mk. 
nervouslypu!lingonhi•rightsidcbumthe ....... yhcdonwhcnnoncofthc 
"'m<:ntt< will march imo line the """Y he wUhes they would. 

"[ havcmgonow."Carolcpu!lshc=lfuptoasiningposition, 
dropsherfcnoverthe•ideofthebcd,andbq:instogathcrhcrdmhing 
fnmtahcoponthc!loor.Aquickiliowermcr::tdiaucany•ignofhisheavy 
cologne (why arc men's toilnrirs so imcns.oly pungent, •he wonders!). and 
•he'llbconher .,.,...y. 

"You «<m diwactcd, mday. Every<hing oby!" 
SI"' smilrs. E=s his concern with :oil the right an<WCro. Sm:oll t:olk 

:ofrerhavingg;>incdocct:<Stothcmmtintimatcc.rnce.ofoncanmhcr'sbod· 
ics. Carol<: wondcn at the bizarre ru.turc ofhum:mity. The truly non«:n<ial 
"""Y in which men and women enter one another, only to find themsclves 
lockcda ....... yinsepo.r::ttecorridor<.P:tr::tlldhall.,.,...y>lincdwithdooro,:ollof 
whichS<iy'NoAdrnituncc' 

"['mfinc,r.:ally.Justalittlctited.Workwascra>.y. lwasluckytogct 
away at all." Carulc ~ =.:cmly ris.on to the position of As<ist-:utt Manoger, 
MarkctingatthcNationalBallctSchool.Shcrcaliza,pcrhap•«)C)[atc,d>c 
"As<imm" pmufmana!9ng mco.ns handling the majority of thcd>ily grind 
ofthcdcp•rtmcnt.Allthcsupposcd"dcuil•"thcManagcrdocsn'thavctimc 
toattcndto,atabuuth:olfthcAiory.C.rolc,too,wouldlovctowurryl.u 
about do"'ils and more about concepts when it coma to marketing the 
country's premiere balktochoo!, hut shc•uppo&eS th.r will havctow;oit 
untilthenatprornotion. 

In the meantime, "AMistant" :ollows her just enough wiggle room ro 
man;ogothe•fternoonsshcnecd•mmectjack,<:Vcnif•nyatrapaddingoo 
thcbudgc<isnq;ligihle.Caroktcllshe=lfthi.si•thcpriq•hep.:oy>forth. 
pri•ilcgcofworkingintheA:u.jack!Hc'sthcfring<"bcncfit,•hesupposn. 
makingupforhcrdiAppoimmontwhenpo.ydayarrivn. 

Shehurriesintothceruuitcw:~.<hroom,bthenandrinS<:Shcr.lcin 

untilonlythcpuriryofthcl•orySo.ap..:emrcrn:tino(dohotclsddibcmdy 
choose<hisbrandforpcoplc lik<:herandj:ock?),:llldwithintenrninut., 
shc'••lrcadydrcsscd.Whcnshcbcndsdowntothebcdinordertobnu.h 



Jom~thmg ..,..,mb~ng a kW &<XJdbye l"" pas< h11 kfi tempk. he: looks up 
ulw:r,un•u..,. 

Caruk'o conlidmt in lw:r postOOn Wldnn this rdauoruhip. and ifo 
not l"" bea~ •he'• marri.d ro Jomm"" d,c,. h 'o tomnhong about her 
headopacc.Anabdory.Mhaooo•lu..,alongandlanguorouolwo..""31T1T 
his Fffials with lipo dw jua 6ni.Md wnuns h11 mouth, opm her mti"' 
phyoical5<'1fm him, and yn "'main almo.,wullyd.i...,nn«t.d at the: same 
umc. Somcthurg .bout 1-Kr rn.iance, lw:r nnouonal lad: 50Cflll to ocite 
Jad<.And now, ah~r aeoupkofboun oflbt oul \o¥cmaki " &> he: hardens 
yctog.aon,w:o.nunsmore. 

•5o, oMuld I all you """t .....do:!• H~ appean vulllft'abk, prosu,.te 
on tM bnl, naked, :u Carolcsands fullycl.ocNd. a~ him, nuir~gdown 
onhospoorlyron=o.l.d!u ... 

MYo,l t:hinkyousbould." Shesmikstlut......,,wdc:ominssmik, 
lurir~gh.imioonuapin.ba:ltoRinshimmlryalittlc:l=dcr. 

"Yaknow,lmoghob..abkwga.away:oga~noRfri<by.t:hii...M ... 
•lw do you IZf·· - ~~ Jrl push.rs homodfup on his dbows. onto a 01ntng 
pooition,a wokaomnp<"' ~ru,.,..mdllns racmbhnsadignofied I""'"· 
Camk ound. by tM ~.watching. apporinsoo ""'igh his_. proposal. 
Buo$ha.kingMrbobbnlheadbd<:>..,M'• do""withhisinvu:uion. 

"l'm50rry. l'mallbook.-dfort:hereocrofthosWttk.Naowccksbould 
bep;ood, though. Call me. ~ Apon the omik. Thioti""' it'o :oo;:ompani<d by 
abinslookofconc>:rn. 

"Look. Th:ot'olin~ Wcagm:<J,..,'d.....ktiowhcn""'could,and 
I'm oby with that. Nat week, then!" Is he: pbding! Hulw: forkio.d :all 
COfluol! C..rok hopa IKIC. Eoa> in their rad little mod< n:b.tionship &he 
rtili.a 50mc cquoty must e>:ist to maintain the: tc:lll<ll tmJion. 

-n...t's pnL s...,...., thm." And 1MJgone. TI>Cbustnosappoin•­
mmtmadc,Whocddoordidtoquiedybchindlw:r. 

C..role ..,..;11.1 1he urgt to rush bome immcdtatdy. R:uhn,lhc: ompo 
r... gro«:1ic:o. picking up Thai noodle:., panuo sauce, some SWttt n:d 
ptppUO and ~ in the: ohdl for Fruk'o faW>W"n~ d.;,....,,_ H:u she: onlly 
brcomt Jucb a cliche Hnding home m tM lmchcr~ to prq>MC a A.VO!Jry' 

..:al ill n:com.ptnk' !Or M failu"' :11 fidcUoy? She won<kn how long .be 
Clll coo>~imlc to pb.y ~~wife. To ptttcnd 10 bt all duo Frank bo.tga~....d for 
wbnohelign.donthc:dott.dlinc.l"htoupporti""m~~.~r,urr;inghomonto 

M< hope. bdl of litotJVY P.KCQS.. She .....,.,den, too, whtthr:r Pad Thai 



will ronunu~ to gna their <able"""'" m~ win1n, gi""n .~ h~fry pria ugs 
onf<eshproducc.HoP"fullyhcrs?"nWt<Otlldocisiontomalceito.llupw 
Franlc h:un't hoinrd ilicir momhlygroc~ry allotm~m m·~r rhe p=rdainrd 
limir. 

Of rouno:, m.,., ~n'r bttn quit~ aa much ;an;..., muR work, or 
~"' lit~rary suC«SS L:ndy. Frank's fi,.t thrtt novds awair :octtptancc fur 
public:uion. He holds on to t<>th manuscripr in the bono m of the linen 
clo$<:1, buried under $0meold reo wweb and mi.<m:rtehrd sheets. He ke<:ps 
~:>ying. in a manua-likc ~iriv.: voice: 11 #NI] ~a/us #~r w.ttmfol-1. 
•..d r/N,. .U liH #lkr. ""U ,;/i. lnrcmariorul righ~.<, a ..:r«npby maybe. 
Appan:ndyrhisisrhc:w.~yirluppenrd!UrTomCianc:y.Frankdoesn'rvi...,.. 

hirruclfasaCl:tncy<lonc, rhough. Frank'stooo.li-Gtnad~ntoyeam fur 
that kind of COtt1mcrci.J succeu. He'd much r.uhcr""" himRif compar.d 
to a Robcruon Oavies minus the beard and the thr«-piccc-suit. Jwt give 
him the digniry of the man. Frank'.< big on dignity. Or~ a smoke-free 
Mord«<UR>chlerwithahaiJrutand>tyk. Nottooroifcd,n<Mtoorousled. 
lnat'•hcrfrank. 

lnthemcrntime,Fr.mk'spubli>h.d!WObook>ofo.hortltoriesand 
anovell:.,andedit.dacoupleofbiographic:dtribun:srodc.dGtnadian 
authon. These he does unOO a pseudonym, in ct>c he's ditcovcm1 ro bc 
the nc::ujohn lrving. H~ wouldn'1 want his "'ne.-.1 readc~p to v~ llim 
astoo:ocadcmiallyindinrd<'nh<'r,ckarlythckiaofdearhrobook...t.. 
intheNorthAm<"ricanmarkCI 

Sh .. hesir:l<esa< !hcwi.,croum<'r,wo"dcringwhcrhcrrhcycanof­
ford a bottle of rrd ro accompany her Pad That. Would a couple of drinlu 
indu"" F.-.nk 10 wanr ro "'"' htmsdf aw.~y from his wrincn f"'V· inro hn 
wailing arm>~ Two'""" in on~ .by. Shouldn'r W fttl rnno~ Somnhing 
~mbling suih~ Jn .. nd, the idt:a nimul:.rc:J her. Unronsciou!ly. ~~ Ac.., 
rM rnu)c]a of her bunodu. a couple ofKcgcb and nnwdampnes.s. Si~cc 
whcnh:uhersn:u:olitymori.,.,t.dMrrosuchlcngdu? 

Carolc thi"ks back eo the 20120 episode when: B.trban Waltm 
in!ovicwcdKicio!"'th>,!TIOStlyjaikdfo!Mioousaasofviolellcc,tMones 
lh.rba.-. W;tltffl tends rn apeci.Jly P"rk up for. What wen: tl>tir dncnnin· 
ingch:r..-.ctcrillia~ L:.ckofrcmono:, inability to imagin .. anothcr'•pain,• 
cert:oincrc.tiv.:P"nchantwiththctruth,and•nunwillingnmtoacupr 
anyron>C<Jucncaoforthc~rbehaviour.Th.ough•hcmay~mblcthc.. 

me~~supcrfw:i.Jiy,Carokknnw>W'•n<Mofth..m.Foro.hc'•morcdwt 
rogntunro(cmooioruldistresa.hersand<Mhcrs. U.uilly,toomuch.,Aad 
COfl>C<JUencco! Why,.~·, almo" alw.~ys awaning 1hcm. Has been for d.r 
l:ur~lv.:Y"a"or$0,anyway.foorFrankroollh~ronhcrillicitOCII.H., 



fL.gnminlldditic:s.Sh.cgueoscsohemisalcularcdontMtooc.E:.p«tcda 
Lu.Jcmorefulousguardingofhcrtome,alittlelessprcoo.:cup~t•onwithhis 
liaionalworlds. She womkn momentarily if it Wit men: lack of imerm 
~ucnodinJa>lruSt,tharhurransl"onncdF~kfromhcromtooncof 
thcbcuaycd. 

Carole points to a large bonk nf Merlot, and aJ the clerk turns to 
~it from th.cshdrl>ehindhim,shcsqu=hrrthighstighclytOJC!hcr 
again, rubbing herself with the fOld. of her own ICI'itals. In resporuc ro 
th.c pkuun:, she wonders why she bothcn with Jack and his predecessors. 
Can't she ju>l take can: of her common appetites h.crxiP. For God"t We, 
dlcrcadTM/fr"Nrp.nbackmthcJCYCntic:s,alongwithallhcrfricnds. 
What's wrong with hct1"1brdcrk pwhesthcb;,ggcd boulcofwincat Carole, 
awakrninJh.crtothcbustlinJJ<mndsoftbc:markct,androherhalf·l"ormcd 
plotofscduction.Hcrpacbgcsinh.nd,Jhchmmhcrload,arminghcrxlf 
forRDundTwo. 

• oinncr was great. How'd you know ['...., bun cnvtng Thai for a 

while!" F~k'• ~ndy happy. He'• had thm. and halfglaucs of wine, 
r...u helpings ofh.cr noodkdi1h. Now h~ lemo back, langutd, in his chair, 
nrcrchtnghislegoomb.:forchtm,nanngathi•kn...,.aothoughhc'on......,r 
Kmth.o:mbd"on:.BmohcknOW>h.ct$0'tronrcmplattnghi.oknttO.Hc"sm 
IOntn~nedx'•plot.Oblivioultoallhcrov•'"ura. 

That"s oby. She'll catch him by surpri>c .• 'vbybc evo.n mak~ her 
ad.vatKJ::Jrighthc..,,inthcdiningroom.Onth.ct;>blc.likcth:atwild..,.,nc 
from Tht Postman Ahwp Hinp Twil"t. with Jack Ni(:holson and who was 

the rmwt lc:ad ag:ain! Ja.sia l.an~ What~r Mpptnod tO p.ic.o l.an~! 
Maps Carolc and Fnuk mtght g<:t wmc A our Ayingabout in puffyclowU 
oi erotic sa~ry. just like Jwica and Jack. No. Frank isn'!thc throw-her· 
doom..on-!M-tabk "'"· He'd be too worried about her head hitting the 
lwd aak ourf.acc, roo can:ful about her neck flying backwml. Too gentle 
to cmorcdoo.ul.o on the cool blue Jurfxc of tablcdoth beneath them. Still, 
sponuncirymightjustprovidethcar>hrodi•iacthedinncrandwiner..ilod 
10nunagc. 

Carolcgriruathcrhull>md<l"'rhcrwincgl:w. 
"What"tfunny?" 
"Not funny, really.! was jun thinkingabom arradmogyou. You look 

;odot;~bkovcrthcre." 

"Youwantrogotobodearlf." 
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"l...,..thinkingabomrigh<h.=, .. 
"How much wine luve you had!" He gl.;onco owr a1 hc:r gl.w, as 

thoughmldingi<forhc:rbdof"m!Orication. 
"Juncr>Ough. " SI~nKSfrornMrch..:.ir.app,._,oot.;s,m"ddleshis 

"You're determine<! 10 do this, arcn'tyuu~" He lw no choice: but to 
spe;~kdi=dytohC"tbreasu. 

"Youmightoaythat." 
"Well. I ....,.. I>C"O"tr one 10 arg...., wiili a hnlrhy ocniC of dctcrmin•-

Her l<>tes< ""ploi< ..:complishcd, C=>lc .. n.U F"'nk b:.ck imo his 
swdy,whc"'ohcknowshc"sb«nforthcl.astfif<ttnminutesan)'W'Iy.though 
hc"ssuchadcc:,ntm:rnhc'dcominucdtositundcrncathhcr,pmnnlmhis 
chair,prctcndingmN.Itonhilaftcrglow. 

"Get omofhm..l'm finished with you." As hc:J<ruggln Nck into 
hisp;~ms,.hcpl.ayfuUywhopohimonthcbehindwithanapkinfromthc 
tabloe."l'lldo:=up.Youwn<cdocbcs!..-lkr."CarokfindJhc:r...tfalo...,ona: 
agam, in the dining room. cbrmg aWJy pla<a J<ill swimming in ponm 
1:11101: (lhc'd made it a touch runny tonight), knive~ :lfld forb, w•nc gbws 
wi<hthcimprintofFrank'slips.orioitMro"·nctchcdalong<hcrimina 
s:ucd smile~ 

Then, as Carolc loads 1hcdishwuh.,r, .hc ima11ines huselfconfront­
mg Frank with her awful news. l'rx<iccs ilic very ocntcnccs she'll ~ 
"l'"'nk.wcn~totalk.lha....:torcUyousomnhing ... ",orpc..mpohc"U 
opcnthcrollvcn:ationkadingtodoctndofilic<rrwd....:ynrstogctlocr: 
"Wiur'• "TO"&. Carold 1'....: b«n Setting a mange f«<ing from you fOr a 
while IIOW ... =you happy be"' wi1h me?" And wha< 1hcn! Wh..toncanh 
wilt she tell him m.,n! Eonything! Nothing>n,.,,., isn"t aln< ofg"'Yroworlr 
with hcrc.Aiilioughshch:.s ~dsomcwhcrcetnain hfx.,.lcoun.dlon 
bclievcspoustSI.ackinginthcfidclitydcpartmcmh•vtnorightunloading 
thcirguil!onthcirpann.r.Theold igno.,.na:i.<blissapproadt.Todatr, 
Carole"oboughtimothisonc. Likc:rnovcrproteaivep;~rcnt.shcntgkm: 
tocduatcFrankabouthcrhamtfuldcccpfions.Finishc<lwi!h<hc~ 
ofthcgooeypla<C$,~1hmsdocdoorofthcdishwashct.hul. 

Hciboudy$C!tltdhont.dfbchindhisdeskwhcroshct~psonthcdoor 

<obidhtmgoodnig!u. 
"I'm going to b<:J early. I think I'll read, or maybe atch a little TV 

fiDLSccyuulatC"I".· 
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"Lovey:o."lle•urns!ow.rdherfromhislapmp.<hough•~.-:rttn 

lwamagnnocpull.d""S'Singhisancntionbackdcspneh•mtdf. 
"Love you •oo."Thcusu:olwords>p<>kcn tod.eusualholf.,umed 

back,dw,wualcndto!hcirC>a~ing. 

Carolccltmbt imo bed, pllbslhe rnnorc:con•rol and ~nsKroll­
'"''hrough!hechannds. Tcno'docknews,oneoftho.crden<bs!Ortnsic 
crinY d>ows, rtalityclullcngcs. .he .OOI'I'in& nnwork. On ro •he cdl>Cltion:ol 
channel&: a m;wivc herd of "·ildcbccsu on the Sc"'ngcu-onc of which is 
ill<:'(irablydevourc<l by a roaming tigress (C. role pl•yo• rurhlcs. game with 
hcll':lf . .s«ing if she c:m guos which hoofed animal wtll inevi1ahly become 
therom-uppreybeforcthcclcgant, fincly-muKI..d fdine"rik"S-rhe 
claws ha'IC' only ju11 made cona<:l, howcvn, when C.rolc l,.vcs d.., world 
ofNatur.UScl«tion 10 1hc humnand hunted, to work ir out amon!;)t 
d.cml':lva); a g:une reserve in Ken)"' where dcphanu an: sull ,laughter..! 
by ~crs, for 1hcir rwk:o .lone (Carolc maJ,;.,. a hasty rn=•J; a parl'lll· 

ing ad~icc Utow whc.., a-=· g 1oddkr is IIlOYCd J><OIIrull'IC'Iy further 
awayfromhcldiningfamily,umil.bertalizcsonlyherqul<"fwillblingher 
bad<inrothefold(hcrcC.rokp:ousco,curiousaboutthechikl'sa.pobility 
roadl.pt,needingloMayWilhd.ecryinglinlcgirlumd.su"'cnough,sh<: 
is wclcomtd N.ck into the family, comfOrted by her ans10w p.arcnu who 
UCJ<)fnewhar unsure about this behavioural intciWnnon •her We port in 
lill d~ purposes of scienufic r=rch and ....,IJ.nunne.W humanity). And 
<hcnanorranvcvoi~-over,soundingmuchlikc!k<mondMorris.oncarly 
Ho,.~mpmubchaviour: 

"IN fo-k -!""'~"';., u •~ ••m·.,;.,p, ;~, ,.,..., • .,, ulil J), ,.. 
pwlwn.Arrl<u~-."'-"'1""""'-....k•t....J,.,rJ,J,n,.,,...,.....,«Mr 

•"'-"1'""<MJ.-J• .... •ilvlhn•ffiln"t"~,;,y,.,..••']• 
-n,...,.,.,..,,._,~fo-JH-.-'-"""-~ 

"'nr4<•••-'-*fn-k-·1fttn& .. ..,...,...~:ffr:."t""""'­
.,. l.r< fori. 11-. <YWJL"t INI..fo"' ""f-u -rar.,.x.,-7; ..J-Mit, 

~-::.=-~~;;:.~"'r.~::-Jf!;::; 

~~1-r~:.~=~s-:;t?'£:. 
a-::~;~t.,r!:.~E:Er~"'21 
t::.e;~·,;;:;:;.fi,!'!,.~.!!::..."":.:~=.,u;:!.:;:::::!. 
ro,t.«ht•....kn>l'""?""";"~'~httu«•fo•hiii'•-•"-.P.IIil••"fhi•..J 
tn. • .,..,,. .. t..rz..~.a.IJ~?WI>t"""'"'-•)f"ri·utu<ldolo'J"' 
ft""off•~"'"""""lnl"'bU"'""""'-..U,.-•l•-iiJ""rNl,IM 
-...~... .. ...,, •• ,_.-n.J..mJ_ n..s.~Mfi .. ~~"""""""' 
Mt*-*••'*"1;-
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Wbm Frmk~mcnthcir bedroom, 1K finds nothing unU5ual. Noth· 
ingmc=..,•ny•uopici<.>n.Carolcliesonhuback,onhcroid~ofthcbcd. 

Her IKad is half buried in IKr pillow, arnu thrown up, :almost :;u though'" 
~hicld hcndf, sno•ing lighdy. A dim glow in the room iuues from •he tcle. 
vision .crrcn. JOmc old ~ntics' IOotaaeofDW!e l'ouqwith IKr bckwM 
ap<s. l'rmkturntthcknobontiKtckvision,lttdtiKiightf:odcsgndua!ly. 
lc:ovinghimandCaroleincomfotting<Wkn=.Frankund~quicldy, 
the .!.ado""" JJowly fonmng u his eyes adjwt <o U.. dimneso. Catd"ul not 
tobumpa12blcorm~kcanyochcrsuddrnmovrmcmsthatmightawakcn 

his~ingwik,hcdropshisdothestothcfloorb.:si.kthcbcd.swinv 
htslonglcg•upbcsidcCarolcial<cadywarmMones.Shcrurnstoh~r•ide. 
f'aa:saW<~yfromhim. 

As IK rolls toward hcr, cupping her Nc:k wuh thc lmgth ofhtnudf, 
hcrcyesopcnwidc,thoughshcdocsn"tstir.Statingunothcdcpd.softh~ 

room, Carole swallow• hard, hunct all the dllrurbing wwW and d....U 
somewhcrcwnhinapl:oc:cwhc..,conociotun...,doesn't<brcn;si<k. 

Onahiddcn t/w,..,, tMcudUllydisatdcd instinc .. await ]..,, I>.tugh­
tcrs, who for g.cncranonsto corn~. connnuc to hear <he frmtic whispc:n.. 
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