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Spider Places 

T~~~;~E: ..:~ ~~;~~::. ;;.r::.:d~ ::~~.:~~;~~ 
ohaped vcrand~. but it ma<k my Bubby ncrvow if ~nynnc uk'd n; C\..,n if 
!he door ro the -=onda W2S opm she wn on edge. lu soon u you walktd 
in you immedi.:udy bumped into tomething: ~n end t~blc lo;~ded wnh 
cmpcy jars. a smoke-blue~ wi!h lifclc.o pW.tic llow.:n. The hallw:oy W2S 

tonar.-.th>.tthepiCIU..,fnmcswouldohifionthew:ollasyourshoulder 
rubbedagainstthcm,lcavingnrealaofdustonyourdo!hing. 

Wbcncvn ~nyone come in, .he'd be sining the~ w:oiting oo the 
glftn couch. h wa.s otriped vuying 1hadcs of gr~n from very J>alc like 
wilddryg~tov.:rydark.almoscblack.honlyhadroomforcwoandif 
lnn•kptovcri•pulkdomtntoobtd. Hcrl:orgefr.uncsptllnlovcronto 
thc:I«<ndcwhionandlolw:oyshcsitou.dalinlcbitbd'o..,siningdown. 
Scnn:hinghttpsoriasisihcoovcn:dthccouchandthtAoo<aroundh.::rfcn 
"''ithwhitcRaktsofdUnlikc:uho. l hadtobrushoffmyjcansandmytop 
bcfon: I got into the dtvo.tor wh.::n I kfi, but it- nidcicr <han normal 
bou.cdwt,mon::likecobwd.s 

Bubbyworecnormousprimarycoloun:ddr<:SSQorcqtUIJylarK'" 
<tibrant tops with matching d .. tic w:oin\wld skim. Thc tops oficn had 
V·necks and l would stare at the gold St;>rs ofDavid or mings of coloured 
a>IIU""'jcwdlcryinthcwrinklcdhollowabo...,herbo.oom.hw;udifficult 
lUOOtodouph.::rshoesb«:.llscOfhcr>V<:ight,tohcrredorblllCOtgr«n 
.boestrapooftrndangl.dopcnaround her thick ankles until someone, 
....Wiy my LW. hrn• to do •hem up for her. She alw:oys arri.d 1 conon 
hmdkach;d" to mop up the 1wn1 around her fo..,head and .00..., her upper 
lip. 

"You cwoan::n'tlikc<hcorhcrfOur."ohcs:ud to mcoficncnough 
!Or me m know tlou .ID.:: rnlly bdievnl it. Shr: saod i< 10 me plainly. nol 
maliciously.:as<hough..,adinganinocriptiononmyford.c:~d.Forh.::ril 



>ttmedahctoflifc·,fingn-andt.,.,nailsg~longandn«dedm~cutor 
tMy broke off, ha.ir dullnl and g~. and my bro<Mr and I lwl foreign 
bloodOowingaroundinourbodies.intoourharu:uu!bnins. 

"You're ho.lf wild Indian," &he'd o.lways add. "Half wild Indian. • 
I could ..,..r <he dwlllng. "Ah y.>y. ah y.>y. ah y.>y." In my mind my 

oldrrbrml~nandlp.:mtdourh:mds..,peatedlyovrrourol"'nedmomho, 

hoppingdownononefomandthen<heoU..rinfurrym""""'ins.The"' 
.,.~ long whuc fea<hen .. i<:king up om of""' 1211 k:uher h....dband.s. I 
couldhnr<heJt....dyrhythmofdrunuoovcrffiwoth thedrieddonsofd.-ad 
ani=l• in the b:ockground. Who wu pbying them~ My f.uh.,r! Wt ... ~ 
pro<estingthe~tnrncntforburialandhumingrites..Tha(1,.hatlndiatu 

did in Ottawa as f.u :u I knew; tMy .. t unmovmg !Jke <otem pol<:l' in fiont 
ofthel':uli:.ntcntbuildingswaitingto<b.n<:>:andoon<ond>tirh..Jf.~ 

bodiaaroundthedry·lookingmc:nin .. off•uitswho~and.....,ntom 
of the grand doors and &hitkl..d tkmsd~ with <heir bri~. 

"! don't know wha• go< imo yuur mothtr, marrying an Ar:ab an.,, 
Mrawfuldivorcc." 

"Hc'l from lsrvl. A Jew from Israel." 
"Hesound.slikeanArab. Youlooklikehim.Dark." 
Shc'dpL.<:>:ho:rchubbyitd>ylwtdonmyknoxandkU..mc.Then 

U.c'd rub tM rffiness on the tops of her han.U until they were ~n rffidcr 
and I'd wat~h :11 mo"' whne Hakes kll into the crack bctwttn the cushioru 
oftheoouch. 

"Wdl,llovc)'(lud=.lloveaUofmygr.ondchild"'n.ldon'tknow 
where )'('Ur mother gctl it from. Not from me. She'sliU !<b.. Not me. • 

!WwupractiallyaCO<kword in mygr.mdmother's home. Anything 
:woci;otedwithhcr.,.-..s50mething•hediso.pprovedof,Kuncthingoneshoul.l 
k'""patadin:mcchkcdi.,.....Shcslippctlph:uttomlikcinand<ltltolmt 
Bubby'sconvcrs:mons.Nooncucqxmygrandp<~~ntJhad~r"'"""'OO 
or heard her voice. The~ w:un't ~~~ an old picture of her :unongst rho 
crowdsoffr.omedphou,'K"'Ph•onthcwalls. 

"Oh. ldadosap~ in New York." 
~ldancvermMricd.. NochJd..,n." 
"N..,.erlikcdWilw:u<hefavournc,thatlda." 
~oh,shemtL<tbclonggone.• 

But no 0""' Sttt~ted to know if she wu ~ne or nOt or if she did I" 
when or how, h w:u :u though m<><t of her had burnt up on the chim"'l' 
of my Bubb)'s memory hanks. The"' -...:~only sotne fragile dw-red bia 
rcmaining;sbclikcdtoshop,sbclil.:edtog<'thtrhairdt>ne.Toqu<Stiollll 
hkcwhydid1hc leave, how did she support hcrKif; whydidsbc!l<'l<r 
rontaayou,thc.T-"'nev.:ranyanswns. 
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I jl)m<1imesQIWUh myBuhbyon thcrouchw:aitingfOraohin 
opon!lerwnhwildw;~w-<Oiouredhautoemer,~rhap:sthroughanopen 

wmdowor the veranda. She would be: drained from d«:~deo ofsifung 
dtroughb.lrgo.inhinsinalarger-than-lifeci<yt«mingwidtno~.Shcwould 
bc:eithcrdroolingorlidtingtheopitthathadkakcdomanddownohesi<k 
ofhtr mourh.l.oudeddown with pla.~ic.OOpping bags.Wwould ha..., red 
circksaroundhcrwrimw~thcplutichandleohdduginrohtr•kin 
and mixed with'"'"""'· My Buhby ....,.,Id look al her wi<h a dead smok and 
wonderifJhc"dcomeformoncy.ltwa.oknownthaodollarhilltandcoino 
dippc<louoofld:lshungrythin lingerJiikeiccrubesinjust-SI'""'dsoup. 
Mygrandmothcrdetestedwuters. 

"[ know you 1mokc dear. Th•t'o okay. I ....,n't rdl your mmhcr. 
Come on, .ru,.., with your Buhby. • 

She"""hcdoutherreddenedhandand l paused,rduaano. "hJ 
obr. Go!: a match?" She ~ked me encouragingly. 

Finally. I reached into the hxk pockeo of my pns and rook om a 
packofl'laydsl.ight.Myhandshookalntleu l offeredone <oher.Sh 
~~inhaled. Still, guilt stung me. Whao if I killed hcr! 

"I would have bummed one in the elcv..oor anyway, deu," dw: said 
wding and pumng her fm. swn<y arm arot~nd my shouldctt. She kiSS«! 
meonthc:chm. 

"Wam somC"Ihmg 10 ""'·dear! H cK, I'll&"' up and mili you tome­
thins." 

hwuancffonforher•o•=dup.Shcluulcdhuuppo:rbodyinro 
anup<tglnposiuonand h<:Oivedhctsdfoffofthccouch. Hctla<gt'fn.me 
toucbedboohwall.oofchckiochcnasdw:crackedcgpandlookedfO,di>h­

wuhinc""'!'· 
"f"ho,frid&C'dooropenedandclosed,cupbo;udsbo.ngcd,cu!krywas 

IIIO"edabouoandwaocrranmohc>ink.lttookheraboutaquanerofan 
houtoocmcrgcwithapl>ocfullofoilyf~nchto:utdrippingwithBft-hi"" 
Honey Corn Syrup. 

I ate alone •• 1hc card abk on one of 1hc fold-up dW11 my Buhby 
bad brought up IJom thcgan>O' room downJI:Itfl ar • ., sandhag night. ·n..., 
-cYeryTucodaynight. 

I cMwt.:l wuhout sp::>king. I knew 1he was ud insi<k fOr my Unck 
Alltn.l knew he w;u d.....! only a fcwd:.ys. although I did nO'! knowu..:dy 
bown~ony. l kncwohe~w;unogravc.lkcptcho:wing. 

I oriedrorcmembcrhim,mymothcr"soldctbrothct, the tall one, 
tho badu:tball pl.o)"'t, the KicmiSt. He li~ in the United Suo5. He wu 
-med 10 a Gcnoile and he had fOur duldrcn. 
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"Wh,;,, luPI"'"' •oaopi<l~r "'hcn you nq>oll it!" Unck Alk11 ,..kn] 

m~ one umc during a b~~k i11 ohc l'a.sovcr mal. He r:~.isnl his fom up"' 
.M air and brough1 it down 011 .M 1ilcd floor. Whxld 

"h'.!smusbed." 
"A11dwlw:ncdoni•g<Y." 
"h'sdead. ' 
"Andwho:!l'isit!" 
"Nowh~rc. h'sgonc.l'oo[" 
' Th:u's what h~ns 10 all of us Miri:tm. w~ a,.,n'• any diffe~nt 

from lpidcn. Don't bdi.evc: wlw they tdl you in Hebrew schooL Q..., .:by 
all of us will c11d up like the spiders. Samt plxc." 

I rc:mtmbcrc<l tlut now. I imagined myself 2 s~hed up ~J•ider on 
U.., bottom of a pair ofUndc Alkn'a black patcm bthcr shoes, bill of me 
bllenaW;Iy.lstoppcdcaung. 

"You know your uncle's go11c ckat, eh! You know th:u! Only forcy­
sU.ltjustoprcadrightthrousJ.himino"lysiJcmonths." 

I noddedwhilcliOalcedtlw:crusuofthewhnccgg-brcadintotlw: 
syrup. I wantcdmilktoabiOrbthcsugatill myrnourh.l thought of my 
undc'swidcbughiRgfxc:, his balding had. 

"You WC~ th~ clc:vcre.t baby." u .. dcAUcn told me oil«. "Do you 
know what your fim words were! Tlut's ..;J,/'IIJous. You wt~ this tiny thing 
just ovn a ynr. ruRntllgarou!ld sayi11g, riNrrindind.nu, to ~rythi11g I told 
you." 

At.ooon u mygrandparcms heard about his sudden de:.th from 
sromxh ancn, <hey boarded up 1hcir tir~y aparunnu and got imo tMr 
grttn l'wd. h w:u a long, hm. eigh1-hour dttvc m"'"'~ small American 
town over ohc border, bm mygr:mdfathcrwas terrified of flying. Seam! 
sriff. 

ldon'<knowwha<thatcighthours"""sl<kc;iftbeymulde:.lordrink 
ontlw:"'liYtouyinsgood~to<hc:irfirs<-bomiOn.Joouldsecitdifl'cr 

cniW;I)'I:myBubbywithte:.rsdrippmgintolw:rltid;ychcaprosylipstid. 
~:~.I king imo the wmdow pane about how it was a punishment rrom C'.od. 
He lud married out ~11d God w;u purring hi1 foot down all right. ! cnu.ld 
JCCilth•tW3)'0fJIOI'iblylhcsatrc:peotinghunamcovcralldowa-apin 
mixed in wi1h 10mc t..ditioll:t.l pra~u my uncle would h.:.vc mocked. 

I am certain !h:.r my S"'"df•lhcr RC>'tr ... id a word. He kept h~ 
ryrsoniMro..d,!Mro..dltgRS.tM..dcand!l'at·YJCWmtrron.olw:ralliM 
gauginglhcgasburningup,bismindoncrossingtlw:bordcr.gmillg<Mf 
10 d.c ml~ si<k wi!hou1 any ru. .. k:aabour pwpom 01 !D. Maybe thm 
wasanoccasion:d.m.shorpl>t,btnllut'sall<lw:~CO!Jidluvcb«n. 



Atthcrndofthccighthhourthcy .. ouldh.vcarro~atmyunck's 
bsJc horn~. I had nM:t lftl1 it, btu my Bubby always..,id holi..-N in a 
num10n. He had rnun.d rich :rnd doncwdlon his own. Boi:h of mysnnd­
parrnu had ~mi lhcmsdvcs mentally 10 ay goodby.!, to be g=t:ft!, 
tuidcd. They longN 10 pi'""' a ~nal kiss on th~ir 11011'1 fon:Mad or hand, 
10 achangc whispcn with 10...., for.,jgn nodding rahbi. 

• r wu ten momhs pn:gnant with Allen," my Buhby used to say 
proudly."Wcthoughthcwun..,..,rcomingoutlwutoovc:rdueandhc 
cndedupovc:rtcnpounds..Abighabyboyand,lookhowrallheistoday, 
six·foot-four." 

I n:n1ember my Bubby showing me ncwsp;~pcr dippings of Alien'• 
ba.kc:tball awards in the Jcwi.h Athlc:tcs KO ion of thcjro•ish 811fktm. He 
wualwa)'llmilingimod~camcn,oneh.ndconfidenrlyonhilhip,thc 
othordurchingscwralgold<rophics. 

When my gr;mdfather had fini.hft! hdpins my Bubby auiate 
hnxlf from d~ pasxtlft"r ..,., rhcy both noucnl then: wasn't ano.Mr 
corind~longdri~y.Myaum~Qpondaitothetrknodo:,btnovc:rhor 
sboukkrthcn:wuonlysilcna. 

"\l:'c'n: hen:," mygrandmothcranr>Ounccd tn a tn:mblingvoicc. 
"How an: you! Can you raltt us to him or &hould ~so ourselves!" 

"No, I can"t do !ha<," my aunt slurmi, she wu dutching an cmp<y 
bonkinonchand. 

"C:anyoujusttcllu<whetc?" 
"lmun,you',..,oolorc." 

My gr:tndr»n:ttu looked at one another and then Nck a< my aum"s 
lonsfa«,hcrdoll-likcltpsandrcddcncd~. 

"] hadhimcrrnurM immediately. Th:u's wh:u he would have wanted. 
His:uha:ue-" 

"Ah!"my&bbyshr1ekcd.hcrb:ondsAyinguptopro<«<hcrcaf1.. 
"Hu ubcs! C...ma<cd! Our ton, our boy. Wc"vc come to AY goodby.!. 
How could you 1101 In us "'Y goodby.c! We came as qu~ekly as....., could. 
Tc ... n<to..,ygood~<oAikn.Aikn!Whydidn'tyouwait !" 

Bm my snnd~<hcrwu alrndy pur11ng his white wtn.dbrakc:~ back 
on,t,P.tcninghi.sbl:ockshocbct:s,hish:rndonrhcdoorknob. 

"luy! luy do 10m~thing. I wan! 10 sec Allcn a< lc:m. I'm his 
mother." 

"L.c:t"s go, Bcu, I.,.', go." my 7...>idc said. His voi~ wu just oho"" a 
orh~per. H~ 1w1 alrcadyoJ>encd 1he door wide. 

"How J..,.. .n.1 How due •he? No :uking, no rcUing, 110 fin, my 
God,"Bubbydcmandai. 



"lhat'• ..,·har ~would h~~ ~rnl." Uncle Alkn'• wif~ rq><:><nl 
firmly,lheno:uli.dhusdfontksidcboard. 

"Wba<'• wrong wnh you!" Bubby :~<lud. "We'"' hi< I'""'" IS. • 

Burmygr.andf:uh~rr>eV"Crheard rhtxwords. ""JlK..,goncwasalrndy 
runnmg. 

Bt.obby •uwml bar:.k oo tM Ford. Hn otar~ m<x.d with <he "'hne 
flakts from h~r hands. Th~ ~"S"' door h..d bttn open.d f<.>r h~r. When 
U.cstrd<.>WnZai<kwouldgnoorofr~driY'tf'•Jid(,goarout>drhcar 

and dose it. I n~~· once :s;~.w my grandmorh(r Jtn>inmg ro c~ rhc door 
h<odf. 

"The rhoku!Thar lush! Alhes, my God, lu:y." 
"l'sho.Shuslt." 
"But Alien, Allcn. Wbt,., i$ h~ No fun.n:ol, no none,~·~ humr up, 

allhurnr-" 
"l'l;hr,pdn,pM!<." 
l<m;ogincallofthis"'h'lelamtinucdropl.>y"'irhmycomsyrup. 

drawinglintsinirwirhthc:"'W'crusuofbrnd.Mygrandmorhcrwas:~< 

Jtill :~<a 101en1 pok. ""JlKcigumelud bum.d iudfour in her h..t>d. Neithc:t 
ofuslooknlatrhesmallpilcof:~<htsonrhc!loor.lw;,rch.daspiderin 

lhecorncroft~...Jide-rouramooquito,dcadinhcrweb,andind.«<rny 

d.airaW>y. 
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