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C~pe Breton's tllstory 

Tht /skmd: Ntw Ptrsprcll~ts on Capt 8rtton llistory, /713·1990. 
Edlled by Kenneth Dono~~n. F"rtderlcton, Nil: Acadifnsis!U Coll~~e 
of Cape llrt'lun I', 1990. Pp.l28.$19.9S. 

Nil!ctemth Ctutury Cape Brtton: A. HistorlctJI GtogrtJphy. Uy Stephen 
Unrnshy. Montrr:al: McGJU-Quetn's UP, I!J92. l'p. 274. $49.95. 

Central to the cultural hc:ut of Cape llrcton lies the crcath'C tension 
bctweenltsruralalldurbanrcalitlcs.Formostofthcpastccntllry.thrce 
out of c~ery four Cape Drctorv.:rs h3\"e lh-ed In the urban complex 
SUITOUndlng Sydney. Yet almost C\"Cryone "In town" traces some sort of 
connection to the countryside. Even those not descended from country 
stockmanagetoha\·canintcnscrclatlon.>ttipwiththeruulmytlt,whlch 
has figured powerfully In the cultural productsofthepasttwodecades. 
Yctthlsn:ality.andthelnteroctionbctii"CCIIthetwo,h:tsnot found much 
of a place in historical writing on the Island, which hastcntlc<ltocxlst 
intwosolitudcs. 

WhileCapellreton'shisiOricalcxpcricoceshavcfrcquentlyllccnliiC 
subjcctofstudicslnvarioustlisciplines.llOoverarchingall3lysisoflts 
history ha'; llccn publi!ihl!d in this century. T~ lsUmd is Louisbourg-based 
hlstOrianKenDollO\"an"s.sccondeditcdcollcction.undthcsixthanthology 
oforiglnalh.lstoricalessaysdcalingwiththelslandtobepublishcdinthe 
paSt (voo decades. 'Though only two of the I\ authors In thl5 volume llve 
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andworkinCapcDrcton.mostehhereomefromthclslandorhncspent 
some cxtcns.iv~ time li•·ing here. As well, n10sl of the essays are hy­
producuoflargcrwurksoomplctcdugraclualcUIIlSCS,partofabroad 
awakcnlngofrcgion3l-bascdscholarshlpt!Uthassecntheproductionof 
dozcnsofoolle<:Uonsofcss.ay5. 

'The subjects of lhese essays range from French Louisbourg of 1he 
clghtccnlhccmurytothcSydncystecl plant'stribulatlonsunUcrgovem­
mcnt ownership In the past two decades. Dooo•·an tilmsclf has two 
essays. His extcrll.led Introduction c:llalogues rccem achie•·cmcnts In 
musicanddancc.paintlngandpo.:rfomlln~aru.litcraturcandscholarsltip. 

An impressive list of acttic.-cmenlS. it acknowledges the work of 1 
numb<.'fofassoclations and it rcasscnstheacccpledwisdom llwlsland 
culture flows from the vital spirituality of Cape Drcton's quality ofllfe. 

Dooovan's second essay surveys a cultural awakening in the mld­
J840s. when Sydney's tiny prof~'!Wonal aOO bureaucratic mlddl~ class 
emerged to <Jcmand the aucntlon of the Island community. as well u to 
rt:prcsc/11 Island lntcresLS before the rcmaintl!:r of Nova Sootlans, 11 
catalogucsarrcvlouslyuOOisruvcrcdS)·dncyncwsp.:~po.:r.lheSpiriiO/IIIl 

Ttnvs, situating its contributors wilhln the colonial milieu. and uncovers 
a lively oommunlty witll all of the concerns for ni!Xkrnity chlrOClerlstlc 
of the Jmclh:Ciu3l awak~nings"'cc.'Jlingthcpro•·lnce atlhctlme. 

Sydney's middle classes linked thcm~h'CS 10 that awakeninJl. or 11 
least aspired to levels uf conunuJtitr awar~III.'SS and the search for 
"lmpro.,.emcnt." 11 should be pointed 001, however. th31 the bearcn of 
most ofthisculturalawakcningwcrefromolhcrparuurthcprovinceand 
left some....·hat prccipilously when the p~po.:r folded. So lhls early 
awakcnlngofCapcBretonc:onsclousnc:ssmaynoth.a\'Cbecnasimportanl 
asonemlghtassume. 

In "Cape Bn.1on and the Nonh Atlantic World." Chrls M()()I'Cthastlscs 
scholll'S for tx:llnllng the Frcrn.:h achievement at Loui.~buurJl. He argliC5 
that the cigtucenth century was rcmar~able for lis level of Indigenous 
Cntre'J'KCneurshlp.llc Royalc mcrch:mts :~etl•·elypaniclpated in a North 
AtlanllecconomraOOh:l(lasfirmawipontnclsland'srcsourcesasany 
subsequent group of cntrcpn-no..'Urs. His reasonod plea for more auentioll 
to the mid-eighteenth century as a period or subS1.1ntive soda! and 
economic (Jc~elopmcntls balanced somewhat by Alex Storm's shon esuy 
regardlnghisown$11CQ!$S(ulseardlforlhctrcasurelostinl12Saboard 
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thelll-fatedFrcnchsupplyshipthcC~m•.lllttangleofrcgulatlons 

surroundingFrcochldmirUSir.lllonoflheFonn:ssandthedrcumstanoes 
tl\llsurrou!Kk:ddlscoveryanddisposalofthebootyrnighthavem:ldefor 
an Interesting maJ:aJjne article. but it tells us little aboutC~pe Breton. 
exceptpertl~psforStonn"sowncntreprcncurshlpandthccasewlthwhlch 

he J:alhered lnform~lion from the historical rC<:Ords asscmbk'd by the 
fortrcssreconstruetlonprojcct. 

Cape Bretoners did not all start out from the same point; WilCO their 
ancestors arrived and wh~t they brouglu with tl~em are the most important 
pn.'dlctors of succeu. A materially stratified community was 1 feature 
from almost the vcrybeginning.Stephen Hornsby and Rusty Dlttcrman 
contrlbutcapalrofcssaysaboutllincu:cnth-ccnturyscttlcmcnt: Hornsby 
fromagcographct'sscnseofspace,Dlucrmanfromaclosc-gnllnedstudy 
ofMiddleRI\·er,acornmunityncarthe~ntrcofthelsland"sagricultural 

heartland on the Bras d'or takes. Dnth L"Qnclutlo!thnt succc.';slvc waves 
of Scottish irnndgnmts resulh:d In too many sculcn chasing tOO few 
resources. 'lllcstruggtcsofllCwt-rarri•"31Stornakeawayforthemsch·cs 
led only to systemic Inequalities which led tO. by the mid-ninctrenth 
ccntury,atlo!mographict'Tisiswhoso!conscqucncesllltcrmsofthecxodus 
from the land arc with us still. Later arrivals simply could oot L"Ompete 
for scarce rcsour~<:~~- Ironically, however, the tirst oon~t."'l of all. the 
Mlcmac nation. saw their legitirn:uc claims sw-cpl a"'·ay without compen­
Ul.lonwhcncvcrthcirlands!i!oodinthcwayofscttlcn' Interests. Bolh 
IIICseessaysan:accomp.:utiedbyexcellcntmapsanddlagramsandfcature 
llluminatinganalyS<:SthatdcscrveawidcrreadL'f"Shlpth.:mtheyl!(Ctllr.cly 
to get ill this volume. 

11lc social and oconornic impllcallonsoflnduSirialtransformation afu:r 
1900areaddrcsscdbyRonCr:l"'LcyandMichaelOw-en.Crawlcydi$CIIs-
5eli the formalionofa worlting class communiTy in Sydney bclw-ccn 1900 
and 1904, focussing 011 class oonlll~t durinJ: the Ultllucccssful 1904 strike 
ICI or~:aniu steel pla111 workers undL-r the auspices of the l'rovlncial 
Workman's Association. Use or mlllt:u-y focce by company officials was. 
by then. already 1 well-dc~loped practice In the coal field.'>. Now 
workrrs In the new steel plant were forced to bow before stau:Jcapitali51 
power without gaining rccognltlon for thdr union. The 1904 strike 
(lfObably marked the bcginnilll: of the end for the Workman's Associ­
allon,whichfallt'dtoachie•·tthchroadindustrialunionitwas .SI.:elting 
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toform.ltwouldbctwumorcgencraOonsbeforclhestcd worters.,.-ere 
effectively reprcscmcdby a broad-~ unio!L Crawlcy demonsuaiCS!hat 
etas.~ solidarity in Industrial Cap: Brcton cuts deeply-In this case. 
cmhcddcdlnthcuncqua.l relationsbctwccneapitalandlaboraswell as 
lniocqu.1lltlesamongll:orkcrsof<llffen:metllnicbxlgrounds.Willle1.he 
strikem-cmxlcthosediffcrcncesforabricfpcriod. itfailcdtobringstccl 
workcrsuutofthcirfragmcmation,asthcocwlyarrivcdlaborersjockcyed 
withthcCIIUallystrongcstablishcdworkcrsforplaceswithinanlndustry 
wh.i.eh was financlally and technologically trOUbled fmm Its vay 
beginnings. 

Miclucl Q.,.-en, drawing from hls broad study of the "Social Gosp:l" 
and 1\omc mission movements of the Prcsb~1crlan church. chronicles 
aucmptS to "Canadlan!J-e" non-Anglo/Ccltic workers who trtcklcd into 
Wllltncy l'lcr and othcr smal ler ethnic ghettos in Cape BIL"\On's indusuial 
area after 1900.llleefforuwcredesigncd tooffL-rtochildrcnofreccnt 
hnmigrJnts the social services that the church f~lt local governments were 
not prnvhJing. Owcn situates S~·dncy's cxpcri~tM;"C within that of the 
broatlcr urban lr.lJ!Sfonnation of the early twentieth refllllry and Wgclli 
similarities bct.,.·ccn S)·dney"s CJip!..-ricncc alll.lihal ofolhcrccntres in 
Canada. Along the way he mak~'S the !mponant polru that Olhcr ethnic 
gmupsbesldcslheAngloiCcllswcrctobefoundlnthcindustrlalarca, 
something Crawlcy pulnl!l out as .,.-ell. though h.i.s emphllsis is on 
migratlonofNe.,.·foundlandcrslolho:communlly. 

John Juhnson, ano.lllk..'f Forucss Louisbourg historian conlimiL'S his 
fascina1lon willt K~lharlne Mcl..cnnan, daught~'f or J. S. Mcl..cnnan. 1 
former Dominion Stccl offlciJl wt10 became pol>Usher of the S)dJ•~y Po.st 
andanlnnucm.iOI!Conscrvati•-.:senalor.Mcl-ennan'seJp..Yicnccnursing 
lnFranceduringWorldWarlprovidcsarc•·calingportr:Utofayoung 
bourgools woman'5 transformation. afkYcxposurc to the harsh realities 
oflifencarihetl'Cnches. HedrawsiJCa\'ilyfromhcrjournalsandfarnily 
lenooandrtoproduccslnumhcrofthcpcocilskelchcsshedid,as.,.-ellas 
some photograph$ ofht'f exp.."'flcnccs 0\TI"SCOI$. Her cxpt:ricncc as the 
spinstcrd~ugtnerofwcalthyparcnts may have typified the concerns of 
lheidlcrlclltoptayap:utlnworldt::vcnts.butht:rvoluntct.Ywork.forthe 
RcdCIOSSalleastshoWt:dJCOilCCfflfOflhcCffL'('[SOflndustrialism,C\-"CII 
ifildldnotqocstionrclations bctwecnc~pital andlabor 
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Thisstllndsinsharpoontnlst tOiheoollcc!IQfl'sOihcrbiographlcally­
ccmn:d es.say. by UND ttistori~n David Frllllk, who has been wrhing 
ahoutJ.B McLachl:tnforthcpastdcc:ldc.llcrc.FrankdcalswithJ_ B.'s 
six different fOfllys lmo clcaoral politics between 1917 and 193S on 
bchalfofvarioussoclalistpartics. McLll<:lllan'sfailurelnlhcscefforts 
was mostly a coru1:qucnce of bad timing. ConHlct among diffcn:lll 
SOCialist groups impeded lhe solltlarity IICI.'OOd to produce electoral 
socccss. !'rank oooccms ttimsclf more with the oontent of the campaigns. 
rlghtlysecnasoneoftheprimeopportunitlcstoadvancelhcpolltlcal 
education of Cape Brcton v.urkerstothcharshrca.litiC~~OfthccapltaJist 
lystcm.llisanalysishasmochtotcllusabootlhesubsequentsucoesscs 
and failures of the CCI·INDP in the area. 

Eeooomlst Jo:111 Bishop analyses the establishment and failures of 
SydneySt~cl.thccrowncorporationcst:~bllshcd in 1968tomanagcJnd 
modernize the plant. Dt~, working largely from puhllc document.,, has 
pieced together tlv.: roots of the currcm situ~tlon. in v.h.lch the indl!Siry 
llas become a sOCII of its former ~If. Hcr narrative dl:spairs OVI!I' missed 
OJ1lorlunillcs In dealing with a b:ldly outdatOO lndusuy wltll.ln a rcgkmal 
ccooomy In crisis. it isadamningcritiqucofbunglcdmanagellll.'nt and 
timid political will In a situation whL'fl! dcclsi\'e action might lla\'C 
wcccssfully transformed a u-ouhlcd Industry. Instead. hundreds of 
millions of dollars ha•ebccnsqu3IIdcrcdon false trails whichha\·elcd 
10 ever increasing problcms-altog~1hLT a tk.'f"'l"SSing commentary on the 
shoncomingsofh~!f-hcartcdattcmpls at flllbllcstcwMd:>hipwhich have 
becomealltoocommoninrC('('nt)·carsinanumhcrl>fothcrlndustriCII. 
tclsalsoatellingan:~ly~>lsofthctcnsionsb<..1v.«nS)dncyandtlallfax 

lnanyqucstionreslll'ding thefuturcofCape Bre10n. 
Takcntogcthcr.thcsccssayslndicatcthcrongcofcurrcnt scholarship 

rcganlingCapcDreton. Thcirdio;cus.sionofdcvclopmentandunderdcvcl­
opllll!m is depressingly rcpo:.'ltth-c v.·ith regard to the shorlcomings of 
cum:ntandpa.stleado..·rs.lta!sorcnL-c\Sanlmportam~ninsoflnt~'fest 

ln the rural community that promises to marry the imcn~ Interest of local 
hiswrians and genealogists v.ith the analytiCal force of )"OUnjjt'f. pro­
fessionally trained, S<:holars. Appended to the collL-ctlon Is a \'aiUable 
bibliographyMbool.:sandartlcksonCapcBI'I.10npuhl!shi.:dinthcpast 

"'""' 
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Stephcn llornM!y,wholsthcaulhorofullCofthccssaysin Dooovan's 
colloctlon,llas rcct:nlly published his Unhcrsity of British Columbia 1'1\D 
thesis. llorm.by, who oow tcxhcs geography at !he University of MalllC, 
Is from Britain, wtlkh testifies once ag:Un to ll\C brcadlllof Interest In 
Cape Breton. His thcsls t!IOIJJ:h Is wdl wllhin the moultl of the Canadian 
historical geography IIadition,whichpl:IO:Saprcmiumondccpdcscrip­
tlon or Interval data at specific moments of significant transformation, In 
lhiscase,itisexpandcdwitharcliancconawldevarictyofqualltatlve 
rcsoun:es.provldingsodalaru~lysisthatlncorpomu:sagrc:Hdcal of the 

work of a nurnbcrofhistor:lans. 
llornshydcscribesthep:mcmof!iettlcmc:ntwilhinthccontcJUOflhe 

primarily Soonish background of !hose sculcrs who came 10 Cape Breton. 
Wil.hlnthcbroadcon1c.ttofhlsmu.Jysls,he!iet~upatllchotomyofagrl· 

cultural SCitlcmcnt and Staples exploitation. 'The result is a hooll: of 
subsl:trK.'ellhkhsetstooCapcllr~1onc.tperiC11CC11iithlnthcNorlltAnu:rl­

t:lllCO/Ile.tlof51apiCSdc\'CLO(HilCnland.1ddrcsse5thciniCractlonofthe 
III'Otlcmcrusofthcpopulatlnnlntl~econtcxtofundtrdcvclopmcnt.As 

one ntlgtn cxpcet from a gCtlgrapller, there is a fair amounl of tliscussloo 
ofcnvimnrncntalcondillonsand3n'Ttalnamoullloftliscuss.lonofthe 
l imitsofthcresourccendowmcntofU~e Island. 


