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Theory and thi! Curriculum: A Co ll oquium 

When the organ.lu"'"S of the l99J All anti~ University Teachers of hnglish 
oonfcrcnccaslr.:OO metoorganltc a session on "theory andthecurricu­
lum."lrcalile<l>~"fYqukldythatldidnrnw:mttotal<cforgrantL-d"·hat 

eithcTofthcse cOno:.:epis meant nor how the relationship between Lhcm 
might be articulated. I lliCrcforc wrotc the lntroducwry notes which 
follow. as a point ofrcf~"'"CIICC for the panetists I hOO Invited. All four 
lliCI"C 1·cry co~ath·c in agreeinG to "'OI'k wuhln Lhc framc11:0rk I 
suggC$tlld.and l h:r.leeditcdthcirlucidandthoughtfulpapcrsinlhc 
beliefthatthcywlllbeofintercstwawideraudicncc.1 

According to Gcrnkt Graff. lllCOry is what t:rup!S when what was ono:;e 
sllcntly agreed in a community hccomcs di>putllll. forcing its mcmbt."'"S to 
formulatcanddcfcndassumptlonsthatthcyprcvlouslydidnotc.-cnhavc 
tobeawarcof(IJ9).Di>ergcnttiiCOlicscanob•·iouslycxcrtcontr3d.ictory 
pri:!SSUrcson thccuniculum.and a.sGraffhasll()lcd insc•·cr:a l contc:I.\S. 
the normal reaction of uniwrsity departments Is to occommodate 
diffcrcncehyslmply!lddingncwf:~eultyorncwoourscs. Thlsstmtcgy 
maynolatwayswork.ho"1!"er;andclcnifltdocs.ittca•·cs u1Coonnicts 
to be negotiated hythc Sllklent When th:r.t haftPCnsdiff~"rencc Is only 
implicitly articulatL-din the curriculum. andthisad<lstotheSirainson 
teachers. Graff notes: "How wdl one can teach depends not just on 
individual vinuositybut on tho: possibilities and limits imposed by the 
strucloresinwhlchonell'orks"(ll4). 
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Graff'ssolution!OlhcproblcmofiOCQmpatiblctheorctical paradlglflli 

andtothecoocomitantcul!urcwarsls"'-elltnown:lleproposcs thatthc 
con~icts lhcmsd~cs shoultl bel:omc pan of the curriculum. In a sense, as 
he himself acknowledges, this Is already the case. Out anempls to 
formali7.clhlspropos.ll.andtOII'I[Wcbcyondlhcstlllusquo,alwaysmecl 
with ICSistaoce(and hen: I had in mind Paul (le Man's essay. "1l1c 
RC!iistancctolheory").Anyconsido..'l"ationofthooryand thel'Ufliculum 
should 001 snnply usume tlutlt Is a mancr of mak.lng some creative new 
sugg~:Stlons and then Implementing them. 1'lleo'y meets with resist:rnce 
atallle\'Cls;fromanotherpcrspcctive,thooryitselflsaformofrcsistance 
tothccstablishcdwayofdoingthin&:S.tolhccourseofobstacles.ther:Jl 
rac.:c.or the canrrtrack wtuch. Clymolosica!ly at least. constitule the 
"curriculum" (c,.m·c,./um Latin = a race. course, career from cr<rnrt to 
run). Rcsistanccmayt.lkeformsa.~baslcas arcfusaltohlrctht-oristswho 
cll:J.ltcn~;c existing Ideas; it is more llkcly to take till:: form of giving 
thcnryaroomtowort.butrefuslngitspropos:J.lwrcmodclthcarch!tec­
turc of the dcp:utm~·nt. 'The structures of the institution. the values ana 
beliefs of colleagues, and the e~pcc1~t!nns of students, all offL'f points of 
rcsistan.cc. 'Thcory.onU~eothcrhand.lsin•varlt'!yofwaysall"si.ltance 
ro the authority of Interpretive p¥:l(llgms. and ln pos1Cnlonlal critlcl.~m 

the term reslst~ncc h:ls a particular field of force. Furthermore, "t~ 
Is, as will emerge In the p:l[X!rll whi~h follow. a cont~sted tcnn. so for 
thatreasontooUII:I'Ccanbcnosimplcreci[X:form:~ldngchangestothe 

curriC\Ilum;IIOWCVL'f,lhep:lpcrsgi,·eacogcntd!scusslonofsomcofUIC 
lssucsinvol,·cdintcachingthooryandinUtinking about thccuniculurn 
in literary ~tu<.lics. 

VictOr ll'sp:~pcrbciJnswith the: foct of"thcory" hL"ing 1 colllestcd 
tt'frn,andtr:lccsS<lmcnfthcissucsttmarelnvolvcdinthedlsputesovcr 
Its meaning and Its pl:w.:c in the .swdy of litl!fllturc, making helpful 
rcferencetodeMan's~~csi~tanccto'Theory."Victor'scautionabout 

the desirability and usefulness or a theory-sun·cy course iS echoed in 
!)avid Baron's contribution. He covers some oftl~e s~mc ground but from 
thcpolntofvlcwofpod:lgogic.;l) practlce.llispapcrlsarcponon whal 

hIs acrually lllr::c to teach one of the lhi.'Ory courses that. we so often 
argucabout.Vlctor'scommcntthat"instcadofask.ing.·Jsthcrethooryin 
this class?' 11 may be more productive to ask. 'Is lhcre class In this 
thoory7'" ls<lcwlopc<latlcngthhyT~'Tcsa Hubel's paper. Shcarg\ll.$that 
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class Is the repressed term in academic diso:;oursc. Marjorlc Stone's 
responseadruillyrclatcsthcthrccpap;.·rsanddc~clopsitsownargumcnt 

about two kindsoftheoryandtlrirrdatl\'Cprcstigc 

I lom..-<p•"fuiiOlboAU"Illort>nil.ill&llOfNII'U«: .. Acodi.oUn.i~onily,aodin 
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