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V enti-uno /Twenty-one 

Francesca's brow tightens 
with the thought of playing card games. 

"Just one. I'll show you." I persist. 

She turns her card over 
exposing the Queen of Spades. 

"You're not supposed to show it!" 

"Why not?" 

"You need another one at least." 

"What then?" 

Smothering impatience, I deal another card. 

"What nowT' she questions, 
holding up an ace. 

-Joseph Mavig/ia 


