
AMERICA AND THE CZECH 
CRISIS 

THE Czech- rern an crisi · ha · pa:::-:ed. and _'uneri a is thorough-
ly and ompletely en!!Tos. ed in n, tudy of~ba~eballl The 

\Vorld' s erie· of Chicago OY r «hado,,-· th0 " \ ~orld ' s erie " 
of two \I eeb ago ill Cen ral Europe. The ·'bi. •>' foUl'' , Hitler . 
l\Jussolini, DaltLdier and l'ha.mberla,in . are clism i;; ·eel fr om t he 
front ptwe and t heir .lace is taken hy "Dizzy", Dean or lh 
Yankees . 

·whJle John Citizen ic- t ·ea in:_>· him- lr t tlle emotiunal 
thrills of t he hasehall d;amond. let u'" ca;-,t um eyes back fo r 
a moment to t he .\ meri ,_an seene during the b st two wee~(S of 
SeptemLer. 

Th march of e\·en~::- in Emope di l not come a~~. ;,0hock t.o the 
American puhlic . r'n.dio commentators. lookin..,. for d:1ily 
items of ::;en~ational interc:::t \\·ith " ·hi<:h to regal their public . 
are vvont e ,·en in quietest time:, to turn to Emope for hea,dline 
ne,;·s . 'rhe Amerir·an r adio public reacts to ELu'o Jean new: 
in much tl e sn.me way a· a theatre audience "·oulcl o a mystery­
thriller. They like o sit back in th ir chair· an l get n.ll the 
_ensatiot · of the actors vdtbou t su.fferin~· any oi the cons -
que nee · of pn.rticipation. 'I here is .., a;;t 'YlllPttlhy for the 
ri. hteous but injured partie· : H1e ,·ictim is the subject of much 
,~·eepino· and ?"naslling· of teeth · but Yery little ::;uund lo()'ic is 
expressed in determining how he met his end ; and fine:tlly the 
big, bad, Yilla..in is ~ ubjeete<L to ·a.tcall · . hoo · and hi·ses. But 
very rar ely, if ever. doe· one allow une ·.::: senti.m nt o f:1r to 
excite one as to t hr ow a brick a t he r~ La~ ·er~. e::ually if one 
tri s to interfere in ..:r:mething ·IJi.-·1: ..; real1\· not nne '.; busine ·::; 
a t all , one get,· hmt . Am ri.en,u :,; found hat out in 1917-191 , 
and they have not ye foro-otten i t. 

The drama of htte ept wl_.t> r til u:,;t l hen Le euusidered 
in this cast: 

)..lr. Chamberlain~thc gooJ!y and ri (Tht eous k nicrht ; M. 
Dahdier. his right- hand ma.n; H err Hitler and ignor Mussolini, 
the villains ; and Czec ho~lo vakia. we unfor t una-te v idim. TLe 
stage,-all Europe; the pace between the · tage a,nd the stall , 
the .\tlantic; and occupying the st<:tlL:. President Roosevelt, 
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_{r . Cordell Hull, and par ty. Persons itt ing in the talls­
persons of affluence and breeding- would carcely go so far 
as to boo or hiss the player . They mig·ht applaud, but nothing 
more. The noisy throng in the pit behind. to ay nothing of 
the galleries, does not like the \·illain· · face, u.Dd as it feels im­
potent to do anytbino- about it . a clepu ation ,,·aits on the Pre;;i­
dential party in the stall3 and ask:> that an intim::1tion of dis­
pleasure be com·eyed . President Roo~e~elt. through he De­
partment o ' tate . .. peaks to Hitler and ~Iu:s.:;ohni . But he 
doe not _ i..and up nnd .shout thr eat::; and warnings of more 
tangible expressiun of displ ea:-ure to cume . and he re i~ where 
the forei. ·n ann.ly t ol' American opiniun m·.bt lJe on. his guard. 
One cannot Lut feel tbat to interpret the diploma,tic in ten ention 
of President Ro -evelt at thi · tin~e a.s nnytl ing E1o l'e tha.n a 
ge·ture woult.l be unwise and mi::leading. Hardly a ··ect.ioJ! of 
the American pre:;:, while applauding the Pre-ident' effort 
to keep peace in Ew·ope. has failed to remind him that America 
fought once to " make the "\YOrld snfe for demt)Cracy''. <.'tnd that 
America doe ·· not intend t o do i a ·e 'ond time. 

Letter · to the editor :fill c lumn:, f the pre:-;s wi h expres ions 
of opinion about the attitude of :\Ir. Chamberlain . ?~lost of 
these letter are w-ritte n by women. und almoNt wi thout exception 
t hey criticize 1\Ir. Chamberlain for what-to eneralize-they 
ca.ll Brita.in ~ betrayal of Czechoslovakia. T he legal or diplo­
matic background of 1\Ir. Chamberla.in·:; po<.,i ion ~eems to trouble 
these 'iVTiters n ot at all . Th ey pro •eed in th ir criticism with 
gay abandon, oblivious to th fn.cl::i. 

The editorial opinion . whHe much sar:.er. ar.c1 loO'ical to a 
cleoTee in it - rea:oning·. expresses a. pre tty genera l apprond of 
the actions of the British Prime :Minis er. I t would be unfair 
to as ume that all eJ itorial \\Titers in the ·c ni eel tates are men ! 
Chara.cteri · tically eDough. in the home ,Ji ~- w England Pm·itan­
i:;m, the Sal m ,Veu•s (, ept. :2.~ ) quote,; St. Lu ke in refu rn.tion 
of the charge of cmmrdice laiJ again-.t C1·ea Britain and Fr:cnce 
m "yieldinO'" to Hitler: 

:M any Amet·icans feel t ha r Eno; lanrl and Fra nce r:lid o, rown.r dl.'· 
thing when they sho\P'd some de·rree tA willingne~s to yi'2ld to 
Hi tler. They mirrht reuu St. Luk . l·L3l. wh~rein it \Va.: >' :l td . 
"Or what king. as he e-oeth t !:'ll·-·oun' ·r a.nother kin2' in war . will 
not _it down fir~t n.nd-t:JkP ro1;r.sr:l ·~:h•·'"ll~r i;.:- i~ :1hl1~ wilh H!.OOO 
to me t him thn.t rometh a:;ainst l:im wi;l :.?O.I)I)t;?'' The qu~ ·tion 
of IJea 'e or wur i · Lrem bli n;- in 1 he bo.lan ·t:. and Eng-land and 
France a re not in a Y!.,r,\- ~ood po.i ioa to defend the Czechs. 
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The Fitchburg Sentin el (Mass ., Sept. 28), u.iter quoting the 
official statements of the American Government's foreign policy, 
flays the Government for its inconsistency : 

I£ our Government admi ts that each nation must choose 
between a policy of fo rce a.nd a policy of reason and justice; if 
our Gov-ernment admits that e·,·ery nation must a lign itself on one 
side or the other; if our GoYernm nt admits hat no nation can 
escape the consequences of a spread of the use of fo rce in the 
world; if our Go·,·ernmen t admits that no nation can escape Lhe 
corrsequcnccs of war nnd that international cooperation is the 
onlv ~o l utiou-1hen wl1\" is it that a t this crucial hour the best 
tLa't our Go,·erume::J.t Celli <.l0 i~ rn n~m:;1d Europe. as it lif t;;; its 
\"Oice for peace . that ,,-e r:mnot assume any obligations '? 

The hiLt:h lies in 1-hi~: LkLc beL 11 ccu OUT professions of belil'i 
in peace and ur \Yiliingnes::; tu make sacrifices for peace is a 
Ya:it gap which our na ti ') rul leaders ha .-e done nothing to close. 
T1us. as the shadow O\"d' tJw wv!"ld d•2c:pcns, \\·e, as a nation, find 
omsell-es expressing , -m·U .) lE ·;,i:'hes fo r peace and ind ulging in 
fu tile ges tmes. 

The supreme hour arrives . a.nJ the "C"nited States finds i tself 
powerless to say an effectiYe word for peace; but, on t he contrary, 
can only r epeat that i t assumes no obligation for negotiations. 

'l1 he Posters Democrcll of DoYer (::\e'>'r Hampshire) pays 
sincere tribute to Mr . Chamberlain (Sept . 29) : 

Prime Minister Chamberlain's dramat.ic flight to Germany 
to plead the cause of world pence with Chancellor Hi tle r places 
him, as Pope Pius said in Rom~', '"among the great"' of humanity 
. .. _ . . History 'iVill record the fu.ct tha t .:\Ir . Chamberlain despcr­
:Jtr:l~y and almost humbly ~r,llg-ht JWilrP \VhP.n t hP v.-holP world 
and all humanity prayed for peace . 

It was a splendid gfst ure . twd no one has de1·ised its signifi­
ccnce bet.ter than John .:\b::;efie!J . JlOet-laureate of England, who 
thus interprets J\Ir. Clwml~erlaiu·, purpos ' : 

' ·To ask that young m en"s bodies, no t yt:t dead. 
Be g·i\·en from th e lx< LLle not beg m ." 

The Bath Times of Sept. 29. in an editorial headed "No 
Entangling Alliances, '' beats the drums of iwlation for the 
good r:eople of Maine to hear : 

\\'e ca,n be neighbourly ar!d l! elpful tv our European neigh­
boms. and :::hould be :::•). T lw r has a! w a_·s b en our disposi tiou 
and purpose. But our o-.,-n libe:·ty and security can only be 
do. naged , and the happiness o · Europ8 not served at all, by any 
hard and fast polit ic~tl eugagPm e u b . I t i;;; one th ing- to be a good 
nt,i;:;h hour . a nd qui tP. a no l·h,' r to t r:· to li '.-e in the .~arne house. 

This editorial seems to ha,.-e been inspired by the dangerous 
writino-s of one ·'Brother Staple:;; of the Leu· i.ston Journal ," 
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who had some sort of an idea that an international parliament 
of some sort might yet be the means of ending war . 

One feels that the Brllh T imes is expressing very much the 
ideas of the a\·erage man in the ~treet in _\.merica. To try to 
be on good term.:: with e1·eryone. but to shun re -pon ibility like 
the very Devil himself I 

In a short editorial en titled "Emope Today" the News 
Olilford, ::\Ia.ss. ) contrast·· the h-ro iea.der-, Chamberlain and 
Hitler : 

X o one ,-ho he ~;_rd 1h'-' twu ~pecr·hc • ::. r-ould L:til to note the 
t·on trast lv-twct·n th l" ,._-, ,r , !~ <<>Hl m:.nn•-t' of _\Llol ph IIi llcr on ~!on­
day and ~t'l· illP Cham lw rk1in y~:ol ••rtby. E vid ' ntly one is 
int ent on a war of couq l t '~~' ; l h L· c• dwr. ·.1 it h I'IFJ.a l felT01' , is ::; Lri ving 
for a last-ntinute peac,.., a,; Etu·o;Jr tou. !'::, on t he brink of ano t her 
gen~ral conJie L 1: ep· . :? ~ 1 

The Worcester Post (.:.la5:-::. 'ep~ . :.?'-i J expresses most clearly 
the g-e-neral \ i ew of what the American people expect the Pre::;i­
clent to do in the m:1tter : 

PrP. id t> nt Roo.;;p\·, It i ;1; hi" n·l'_,. b(•Sl iu han..iling t hi~ fMeign 
cnst,; . H e llas the nation :o •} lidi-;: hehia.-1 him. 

IIe h:r . f't' Hpulou~l_.,- :.l··oid;-d invol1·ing t his ·ountry in the 
Europr3,n q uarrr-l : but. he has thrown r·1~ry ounce of thi. Go\.-er n ­
nwnt'::: mor:1.l inUur:·nce inlu tJt,_. arc-n~'. in an endea,·our to p revent 
a war which is b und to hnr1 11:; dirt-'f·tlv or in d irec t~\-. 

If the Pr•·:>id en ':; ::;t:ulll j,.. <l tr itiL anomalous "nd con rudic·­
tor:, ._o i tL nation ·- . \\'t' h+eYt~ in uc·mocracy and :.t ju t 
pea ·e . but we lo n•::t intt •nd ru bt~come inYol \·ed in a .l!.;urope:1n 
war to prc·se~· vl' them i1t Eu]'l) pt-> . ai P the futility of Lhe 1asL 
a1henLure on·rs -as . 

\Ve want the PrPf:: id•-' Iil l lJ :;p::c·t:> no l-'ffort for ]Je:.l<'P in the 
world, that IYill no t di ·"t tly jt.JuJx-.rcliz.:· ptace h e e in America. 

Thinking- Americans were n bit bot.hered during t,be Czech 
e:ri is -.,vben they recalled that President RooseYelt had stated 
not lono- ago at K.inaston. Ont<.trio, that the armed. force of the 
'Cnited 'tates would immediately be called into action in ca -e 
of an attempted inntsion of Canada by a for eign power. The 
Quincy (.~·Iass . ) Patriot-Ledger ( ept. '27) clears up thi- matter 
for its readers in these words: 

Reluctant as Americans art"· to g~t mixed up in anyone's 
quarrel, there can hardly l r~ the sh<ld• w of a doubt that under 
any and all circumstances hey would use their utmost strength 
to defend th~ Dominion against om~ide allad,s. Tha.L dues not, 
of COUl"Se, mean that rncle Sam is pl dgecl to throw tr oops and 
fleets overseas the next tim anada becomes involved in a British 
war on the Contine nt of E urope. 
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But thi i. just ~ew England. \Yhat about the ).Iiddle 
\Vest, the Pacific tates, the South? Clll'iou ly enough, the 
expre sion of public opinion is much the same in e\·ery part of 
the country. If any cliffere!:.ce is t o be n•)ticed . i t is ::;imply 
that the writer of editorials for the mid->v-e tern readers . how 
even les · atJpreciation of the underlying cause:s uf the dispute , 
and-perlv•.p" for want of in-p iri1w irrtellectmd companiotl.·hip­
the--e :;;ame •ditor;; :::eera to en.ioy une anothAi'· . .., ed..i tori;.\b so much 
thaJ, oft utime · they copy them. \Yord fnr "·ord . l'rom e::~.ch 
other ':; olu:11lls . ~o •:reLlit fur scm·c""' <'\en appen.r:s! One of 
the b.vorite.~ . which, incidentaLy . fir:::t a11Pf'are(l in a ~8\\' York 
paper rea.J.; a· follow~: 

Czt·•:h alld ' enn:J.n •;hiid~ .. ·li dancL·.-l Lo·:;~th~r th• · uth··~ · night 
iu -~ew York. It happened at a Fall ft':lli\·al st<.~•·•l f•Jr the 
·JJiidren who a tend a S<:'ttlement r.laygrouud kll0\\'11 a:,; thP .\ ,: ... nue 

~-\ . ChHtlren· G~wlem . ~ oun~"ttrs of II na i. ivn~1. iu ~ pb~· 
at thi settle ent. antl at be l'esti,·al th• ·'· nll h::td n ko ,,[ ti1~ 
t g"fll1' t'. A t the .nd of tlw fe~tivul tht •.\: all got t Wg~-tl,··r n.nd 
sn.no- ''Am ri.-·a the Beautiful .. . and tht'u hP annonn.·l"l' o.Jrum (l 
up tb~· :;pirit of the .... \. uim:; by 3aying : ·· ~0\\' we ::m> all .\m.:. ri­
cans. w~ · r·· frit·nJs Il0\1" .. . 

T'he sentiment i:; pretty. Are ·ws to a.~sume th~~,t ibt~ 'zechs 
of Czechoslovakia and the (; ernmn::: of .'>.dolph Hitler shoulci 
solve thei1· clifficul ies by becoming· ) .. merie~ln"': f-lhnl luw, !>hallow 
thinkinO' ! rrhe ::ma logy u l irrll! i~rn.nt group~ Ol different Em·op­
ean na k r ::tlitie~ in A.u...cric, i:' hurrilJI,\' L 1:\1.ir. unju-<t , to the 
stat. '3InPIJ \' ho try t1J :=:o! \ P t he t;JJ)F!'iP ni C'fllltlli'lt;i=o- OJd. et:l)ilOHUC, 

politinal. racial, religious problen! ,; of EuropP t -cla~· · 
Th ,_·pringjiclt! Snrs of ept. :?:1 i:: al .::o in:::pire•l <J rl..i:::.ctrs 

the Czec lJ proLlern-fur .,eutimen Lal reu:-;ou:s a "'uin; gypsy 
mus1c r un throuO'h the eclitor ·s :Sou l; the editorial i::; hea.led 
'Lono· lin B obemio..." 

Prrhaps we. so far U\Ya::. are silly to U''f'OnlP stntim•·nt:tl 
o,·er Llle fale of a land that mean::, .:;o littlt" to u ·. But our h~arts 
blecJ for CzechosloYukia. \Ye han: taken into ow· lauguagf- the 
V\'Ord '·Bohemia.'·. 'To us it is a land'' lwre the p O(.Jh' li n~ happy, 
cnrefr e liHs, 'vvhere freedom and personal til l'ty mean ~o much . 

Th e EllensbttTg P1·ess epitomizes for u · the a verage ~-\.meri­
can's r easoning : 

People of' arious mces do not seem to l;e able to live wgeth r 
in Europe in peace . 'The same r ar >1 ran r.om~ to the l nihld 

tate and live a- frie ndly nflighbour and loyal citiZ>ns of our 
republic . but in E mope racial feelings al'e too bitter, and one war 
follo\YS ano h r. 
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) ... sk anyone who has ever lived in the Southern States whe­
ther racial feelings do not play a part in the life of thi country. 
Americans continue to iunore the fact that the ba · ic causes of 
Europe's discontent are economic. not r acial, and that race is 
but the fuel u ;,;ed in building up that hate based on inequaMy 
of national wealth . The bands of European immigrants who 
have come to America live in peace among themselves-yes­
but because their economi opportunitie:: at the start are equal. 
·· oak the rich ·· is a o:logan in ~-\mer iran natio1 n.l politics, ju ·t 
as mueh as it i~ in European internation:ll politic- . 

To refr esh om· mi~H .s for n momen t . and to get rl1WiJ.1 to some 
svlicl though t . let us glance n.t the editorial .in the :.\Iich.igan City 
dncl. ).'.-etcs . entitled '"Opell ibr .).lind ~~ nd le l a little Logic in.·· 
The language is typical. if a li ttle difficult ot litem it:t rpretation . 
but then ea.ning is ne...-erthele~s clear ennugh: 

_-\.meric:aJJ t ewspaper· h:rn: haJ a goud d~?.al w sa.y latP iy 
~bout the '"l~'Lr a_ynl'" of zed1osloYakia. England and Frnnl!t> . 
o r he s tor · "'Oes . hnx sold the lit tic conn trY dOil"ll thP river 1 a 

t 'rm of "Orne ·ignirlcance in the ~ksissippi aria bPft)l' l 61- l 6.') ). 
nn•! haY!' Cl"<twnly made pca~.:e with Hitler iJ~· ignor ing Lheir 
res:)onsibilities . \Yell. this may- bP tru.: nough. The Czechs 
ha.Ye had a r a\Y deal. am.l the big mu cle-ma.n of E ·rope is ridin:r 
hiah , wide and handsomP (mid-\\"St American for saying that 
Et lT Hitler has succePdt.>d io impo ·i ng his will on the democratic 
tatesmen of Europe.) But it hardly becomes _\ rnericans to sn.y 

too much about i . 

~\her tl·ar,in g A merira:s pn.rt in the cr eati(m of a Czech 
nat.ion. the editor clo~e w ith these word~: 

The trouble \Yith u~ is that WP w::tnt ro haYe it both ways . 
'\"e wan to stay Out or trouble in E tU'O]""- and Jet" . pray 'hat 
".,, succ~::ed!-bu 1\-P alw '':ant to hnnd o,·: a lot of free advice 
10 other na(on. on bow b·v ~hodd ~,.. . .:.>udt a rause doesn't 
111ake sense. I ol:.ttion im1;li•:s inrlifi".·rt>nc• to w hat happens 
r,l.road . Il' \\"C' ar ... going o " ick to i,ol•1:inn a~ a puli<:y, we mig·ht 
<i=' ·,n;ll _tarr ··ulri.-atin~ <'.11 attitur .· •;.f iudi"lr•rPJH't'. For il' 
Em·;Jpe'· quar d:; a•·t notw of ou1· conr·Pn~-·.·:~11. th1 n th re isn't 
a<l;. logic in getting eor.h:~r h J a (JOUt tlwm. 

The editor of the Chicuuo Daily Ravrd also emphasizes the 
oblio·aLon of America a~ •me of the most powerful of the 
democratic tate~ : 

\\ orld deruoera•·: i, impos~ "bk. I : mus: b<:> rlf'ft>r.r! Pd h.:;: 

a unit . D eath to one ectwn weakens he who! ... ... Ameri a 
mnst act .. .... Ameriea can only act through an expre · ion of the 
will of its people . This \vill to win p ace and save democracy 
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mu't be m~td known to the President. Every labor and !Jro­
O'ressiYe organization ·an a ,-ise \TasbinO'ton at onc e. .. S:~F· the 
peace of the world by stopping Hitler. ·· 

The influence o1 'enaror Borah and hi policy of i:;olutio n 
eem to h ave mis ell the little t own of Gary (Ind.) The editor 

of the Gary Trib ttne ( ept . 27 ) thinks that the President has 
failed to interpret the vvm of the American people: 

The CniiPd ··tatPs ought to take a stand against Hitler n "·· 
so Lhat our infiuen ·e can be thrown agains this de truNive in­
fluence without J elaY. \\-e haxc no doubt that Presid nt Roo-e­
Yelt fepls hj '\\:1 ·.and onh· hold,; bark lwcau:<e he fear hf' Atnl' l'i ­
can people do not under . tancl th Jan~er Hitler can d•1 to us. 

One feels that perhaps the President realizes only t oo ~··ell 
that there is a danger, and in certain more recent interna.l 
deYelopments in the "C nited States there i - au indication that 
the administration. inclli·ectly at le::t~t. intends t o impres · that 
danlTer upon the _-\merican public. But of that more anon. 

I n lighter Yein the ]((ckson Leda r (Sept . 2G) assures the 
reader s that 

...\. general upllP::tnll in EuropP at bi- time might easilr bring 
about ::m on rthrO'iV of the prPsent reo-imP in Engla,od and put 
Eclw::trd \-III, th,• idol oi the British people . back in pom:t·- no t 
a: king, but as a dic tator, far UiJJl'~ poworfuJ than Kino- Gr ·•mrt• . 

King George in the role of dictator, all.Jeit a nut so p weriul 
ciictator . is a distint:tly ne"- wny of J't>gnrcling t.hA '\(. n a.rchv 
in the Briti.-ll Co '1;-t~t Ition. The idea or t he supren ::tcy ~f 
parlia_meni ·,',·u uld l.,e difficult of cumprehen -ion for one brou,=>h t 
up un l l' the :-b. clO'.\' or the ~-\merican Constitution. if indeed 
he had ev·er heard o[ the theory at all. Further cletn,il tlreview 
of ed itm·i al opinion 1v ·ll nut hel1 lb better to under ·tand Am­
erica's po:;ition a thb time. Lnder heatlino-s ::;ut;h n.s-

"~o war for u:; ; at lL•:J .> t rrot imm·-diatelT." 
'·Peac·~ or '1'rw·." ·! " 
··~-\s the Bluffu hlufr•'d~ .. 
-- rs ~-\meri ·:t in 'on:;ist.' nt: .. 
.. ··mleten:; . \Ylt\· and \\-here" 
•- English misgi,··ings .. 

and ''\Ybat i-· the 1\-•tY out? ". editor after editor trie ' to picture 
the P:nmpean .. eP.ne. uhnost neYer imp;wtin.lly, u<:ually in critir.i. 111 

of pre -ent British poli 'Y· In i:::olated instances an attempt at 
elf-examination is made, to see just '"here ~--imerica do fit into 
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the picture. Tremendou' interest, readiness to take sides and 
to criticise or praise without a cn,lm and impartial weighing of 
evidence, characterize the press of tbi., nation- the nation which 
tands, o it people a -.:ert, for '~plendid isolation." 

It is diffi.cul t for the Eno-lishman to pictme the .A.merican 
cene at a time like the Czech crisi s. Screaming ne•,vspn.per 

headlines with huo·e black type three or four inches v,·ide! Specia,l 
edition upon -pecial edition; ne•v-boy.· -houtino- meaningles­
phra es in almo.- t unintelligible Engli h ,-"Hitler \Vi n:", Cham­
berlain on way to Gode buro-· ·, ' 'Czechoslovahia. betrayed: · 
and -o on. One's car pull - up for a red traffic liaht in the heart 
of a busy K e1v England city. Throurrh the open \Vindo·w one 
bear, the vibrant ,~oiPe of a news-commentator telling the r::1dio 
public that German troops are on the march, that strang-e 
aeroplanes haYe been s en flying towards Prague l'rom the ea-t­
presumably Russian. One' - mind i- rudely a;rn1kened by the 
shTill whistle of tbe trafft.c '·cop" as he wa•les on the horde of 
luxurious automobiles; a bia limousine pulls up alonO'side vvaiting 
for the next light; from out of its depths comes the voice of an 
Engli ·hman, peaking slowly, delih r tely, agoruzinaly. It 
is ~Ir. Chamberlain askinO' quietly, '1\ithout panic or excitement, 
for volunteers [or the A. R.P . ~\gain the whi ·tle-America 
ru::.hes on it · way! 

Or picture the scene in a.ny nserage ~\m rican home. 
It i 7 o'clock in the evenino-. The radio is going full blas t, 
pouring out a hodge-potlO'e of "swjng mu -ic ·' or a band. inter­
sper~ed with urgent admonitions to use only Blank and Com­
pn.ny's soap to keep the hn,nds Lovely, or never to fail to gargl 
with o-and- o'.;; mouth wa:::h to aYoid offence in socia,l gatber­
mg_. . uddenly the pro2'"ram is cut short, and an urrrent voice 
irom ~ ew York assmes us that ).Ir. X >\ill no\v ell w, direct 
from Prague, of the happening- in that city during the last two 
hours . :Ylr. X does so. If he is a Czech, he does so with re­
markable calm and delilwrBtion . H he is an _-Unericun coJTes­
pondent, with not quite so much calm and deliberation. With 
the ·words, '·\Ve retmn you to _\merica· ·. there follo,~-- an anaJy-is 
of v.·hat has been sajd from over ea , by ·ome American com­
mentator whose duty it is to make the situa.tion clear to the 
li ·tener. In all fairness it must be ·aid that the -e interpreters 
of the news, the:::e commentators, are by far tbe be. t ource of 
information to wh.ich the .American public has access. Rut 
after listening to correspondents speo,king from four or five 
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European capitals, and hearing the conunents interpreted by 
an American listener on this :3ide, one 's mind is likely to be 
fogged, and one longs for the calm, '\veH-modulated voice of the 
B.B.C. announcer gi1ing the ten o'clock ne1vs to an equally 
calm, albeit an intensely worried, audience. As the next be::;t, 
one turns the dial to pick up the news-bulletin o£ the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation. At least one can feel assured that 
the Canadian commentator " ·ill not allow his interpretation 
to be colored by the sort of ::;oap that the people to >vhom he is 
speaking do, or do not, use. America, during the last two 1veeks 
of September, 1938. ·was very bke the old lady who is fussed and 
annoyed by a group of noisy children, but who hesibtes to 1e 
really severe, for fear one of the youngsters may knock off her 
spectacles, or injure her pride, or make her look silly in some vmy. 

F or the moment the scare has passed, and the nightmare 
has faded from memory. But :Mr. and ~lrs . .:'...merica still 
toss and turn. The picture of the .. big muscle-man of Europe" 
still hovers about to haunt them. ,,~hat if some of his emissaries 
should be at work downstairs, makL""lg off with the family silver? 
John Citizen hops out of bed, runs nervously down the stairs, 
and bumps into a couple of masked thugs ransacking 
the sideboard . And his desk was searched too-all his priva.te 
papers disturbed! The thugs make a bolt for it, but are caught 
by the police as they run do">Yn the ::;idewn,lk. The hunt for the 
''big shots" of the crime ring is on. Spy bunt! The burgln,rs! Two 
or three mip.or members of 11 foreign espionage service! That 
foreign espionage service belongs to none other thn,n the old 
nightmare figme, the "Emopean muscle-man'', _\dolph Hi tier! 
So now America has a veritable attack of hysteria, and is 
peeping carefully into every closet and looking under every bed 
for 1 azi spies. By a very clear process of logic, it is evident that 
Germn,ny means us in America no more good than it meant 
Czechoslovakia, or France, or England. Perhaps ::VIr. Chamber­
bin was right. A doubt creeps in to the mind of the man in the 
street. Or perhaps J..lr. Roo.::e,·elt is trying. indirectly, to im­
press his people wi th Herr Hit ler's inherent badness, n,nd the 
need for stopping him-with America's aid- now. Perhaps the 
sensational stories about K azi espionage are a little , just a little, 
over emphasized by the "Federal authorities' ' . Time alone will 
tell. But the feeling of security, the feeling of isolation, if you 
will, in which the American people has endeavored to wrap itself, 
is partially torn away. 
~ ~. The next crisis in Emope, if it comes, may see, if not a 
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right-about-face, at lea ~t a right turn of public opinion in Amer­
ica. The very emphasis which characterizes the present dis­
avowal of American responsibility in Europe suggests that 
America, at heart, r ealizes the \\eakness, the inconsistency, of 
her own attitude. :Lvlay the change of heart be manifest before 
the flickering lights of democracy in Emope all go out! 


