
ON EPITAPHS AND NATIONAL 
CHARACTER 

GERALDIl'"!: P. D II,LA. 

I~:r:!~ti~ :-~.~)!tu.: ~::~t:S:~Ot~e:n :::;: 
th[1lI 1\ natioD produeee thraWl! .ome light upon ita !lh~ter 
or mentality. Tb_tore iil.erat11l'9, &II "'ell ... architootureor 
oo-tumell or ool\ltitutiona. mirrors the l>BYehology of the na tion. 
Epitaphs Me .. fonn of literature, though they !a"fj boon 
rrievouBIy D6£I~ted by oolt~ prof_1'll and popular leetlll'9n. 
They C'&II .erve 10 illuminate the dark reee!IIIeII of national 
oonteiousn_ and the ahadOllred ~pring!l or politie&! moliv8l, 

Without paUlling to nnlllyZil how the truth cmll be ded uood 
from t;he fOrfl(Oing fallaeiou,; entbymem6ll. our (Outler read6l'll 
are ... ked to IJ\.lke II flYlI~n from tbe l..a,dy Una'. rooa.rb in 
SJ'lMUS" . dain ty phrase: 

We "all forwMl'I1 be: for what 110 strong 
But, w&ntin( I'ft t ... ill also .... IIDt (If mirbt!" 

Mankind by nowmoredimeult and important labour. than the 
Red..cro.e Knight oould imagine. TheMIfore what i. 110 
opportunely ntIIttul roadil\R for ttrod and living h&roel &II 

epitaphs? T hey Are literatW'fj doubly ~pist, in that .uch 
radtll"l have temporarily eeeaped the po!ItIISaion of lombtilQnell 
01' a pilapha. and in that the po-..on of epita lJha ha,'e now 
permanently _ Iled all lave the in~apab1e. 

Being neither 110 diICourteou. &II to dill(lu..l our new 
nei,hbon, nor IOWlinrormooutonoeo:itheheipotellilapha'<l 
dile!oeeouroWllp&yohoIOlQ'.,nllh.Umaintain.di_tIliJonee 
OOIlOM'1Iing Canadia.n .nd American epltapMo T he friendly 
raUUII( of OJOlIeied llkolotOWl begins with thoee of nur OJOiMt 
reI.tivlIII. the Engli8h. Soon .rw landing at Southampton, the 
touri. i of the rood old timfl or 1h4l IOJdier of the bAd preeent 
tune is . 1m00t lure to be shown .. unique 8D.ml)le of lapidary 
vUt\,mch_ter, JWitout"idetheaJC6deathedral.&lIimp~\I'II 
epit&phtMl!he.. both militaryethi ...... ndhygienein.mem.orabla 
lI1i:1:ture of , 'ene alld~PrGie. I t readJl: 

111 M~mqry 01 TbnllUlol ThEoteber • Grenadier in Lhe North 
Recimeatol H llIIta ~hlltll, ... bo dilld 01. ,;"Imt '_contrae~ 
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by drinkillK Small Beerwl\('n hnt th 12th of l-fay, 17&4,Ared 21! Yean, 

In rrat.eful rem<mlbr&ll.OII of whOIll' univenal gOOd wIll toward. hi. ComndM, tbU St01l8 W p~ here at their i5:r~ll"", .... .mall ~tim()n,y()rth4!irrneard.nd('lOnlWll.. 
EI~re .It!eJM in ~ a llampcbire Grenadier, ~~~~U~\.~ 1::: ~ ~t~"1j"alall B86r, And when ye'", hot, drink Strong or nOD8 at all. 1'hiI mi5moria.l b('llljII dll(:ayl!d .N I'1lIwreoi hy the OIIIeen ot the Garrilon A,D, l78t. 

All hOD.,., Soldier nllVfi ;. fOJi(lt Whether he die by MUiut or by Pol. TbU Stone WN plaood by Ihe Nortb Hantl Militia .,lIen w.emllodied at WillC!ru.1.er 00 26th April, 11102, in ooDleqlleDOI! ~. 

But Ihe dnal line is iUegible. 1\'orn by more than a oentury of lush gra8L Should any t...'entieth oontury IIOldier fail to heed that oomp&nionate admonition, let him ~n the terw Latin iNCription in Winchester College: A JU dit(d aid d~e; malld lOr. tcrlw-rowi. Iu thcee daYI of erisis, tho young Anglo­Saxon warrior mUllt apply to himM\lf penonally the vivid lJ'aIIllI .... lion: "Learn, leave, or be lieked." If, u the Duch_ in Wonderland told Alice, everything hu a moral if only you ean find il. then.urtlly, even before the guntler reader flU penetratOO thirteen mile. inaide Britain, he hN learned from one epitallh tbat the outatanding qualiti811 of tbe Englidl nation are 1I01id&rity, good-will, faithfuln-. jovial. follow.hip, humor, and the didactie temperament. Tben the college motto adde discipline to the lut 01 virtue8. Leat it be objected tbat thi' induoti \'o ~ni.ng is balled upon only one or tllll exaroplOl!l, more epitllpha will now be q uoted 01 IIOmewbat drier but no 1_ genuine 6barae~r. 
Bath Abbey uhibit. (or o:rbibited belore being bombed) a wealth of i~bed tablet., to appreciate justly whOlO trigid e1Ml1inillDl, pollIpollA yet allpropriate, Beall NaIlh mUll t be introduood, After Oxford, law dudy, and anuy erperienoo. the famed "arbitor 01 IIleganoo" hecalne the Malltet 01 Ceremoni61 at the Auembly Rooms of &.th, HiB inftuonee groatly improved thema.nnenofthoee1\·bo, in the words 01 Horace Walpole, "weui there well and mtW't\ed home cured" after drinking the waten 01 the three hot mineral.pring!!, Beall Nuh made and poIIted hil eleven "RullIiI A.D, 1707, by Gener.1 Con5llt\t Determined"; lOme of th_ I"fIIId ~~ f()l\<)w. ; 
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That 110 GeIlII~lIlan 

but Qentlewllmen. N. 

Om. 

Thill at tWa gay reeort ot politieal, literary, and lIOeial notablN 

Samuel JohnllOn could dlllKlribe the 'rhral~ and f.'AIlny Burney 

All "Bath BeliN triPl)ing ligbtly over Ihe bot pavementB in oork 

101. and II elNr coDllCienee". I nd ~tia Eliubeth Linley oould 

IlIITY on with Riehard Brin61ey Sheridan the m(ll;t romantia ar 

eourtahipa. and-but that ia another ei.ory. and it mUllt Dot 

intrude into a IIOlemn lurvey ot epitaph,. For Bath Abbey i, 

rither in monumentll than any other Engli~h ehurth 8Z00pt 

W .. tmin.tel" Abbey: M the "devoted phylic.ian and grl\.c.efu\ 

poet" lm)te: 

Th_ .. ,1I. 110 full of monument and bu.t 
Sholl' hOll' Bath lI'.tf!l'l IJerve to lay the dUJ\.. 

It .... thi' same Dr. UarringtOn who W'l'Ote the folloll'ina: epitaph 

for Beau Nu.h. when be woo in poverty and Wa.fl buried at the 

upellMI of the Corporation: 

Ad .. 18 OCiff •• adnh I~f! 
H~fI'knl~ 

Ricardi NIUAA"",,-,. 
N.MLall\p/illll'II\pmloUlf 

Qui diu tl ult1i . ... "'" 
GWII"'p/IIlIBai401l1ae 
Eu,..IIttU.4rl>mr .... , 

Morl'{IIUill\Od~ ... ,1\OI.o"1 
la"",rod_,uoelibllil: 

.hl" D"",: 1760 Ad_87 
Brolllfint qooilibiilllptn'""",l 

If IOcial VirtU('ll m.lk~ rl!membnnoe dc.r, 

~ ~:,n'=,fn~m ~~-:nle ~r:te1~4~. 
or Youth the (;uan:lian. and of Alll.be Fri<lnd. 

Noll' II"~ Dominion, Here no Bounly flo .. ,: 
Nor mom avait. tlul FNtive &ene 10 IP'&ClO 

Beneath that lIaDel which DO diecernment .holl', 
()"1It.urhtlohoIlOQTOTdistiuruiahpiue. 



40 THE DALHOUSIE REYI EW 

Lefit the unlea.rnfld or undi.cerning reader judgoe tbe Latin by 
the dwimlling poelie art of the !Ilter H~I'I!4III, a litera.l tranalation 
iJhf!l'eappendod: 

Ob C(I~, ) .. ClhuIII! Ob oomt, ) .. mOunlen l 
Sil~ot noll' III'f! the 11IlI" of 

Hiohrtl NNb, F.eq. 
Gh'ir~ no fnrther orden. 

Who for II lunr t!!e~,: 'j~!te<:';"OIIt benelleitJl,.. 
Re~ed .. ~nllth, 

AINI 
To deatb fIb\! INt m.,;ler of eeremonie&) 

He by no rnet.D.I unb«ommt1y .urrend~ . 
.-\.D.1700:87)'e&J"IIold. 

81-..>d If he who h •• oomrmllld o,·~r blmaelf. 

What os;;@TItial EIli:Ii~h qualitifo; dOOll this epita.ph ~l[hibit~ 
Re.pect for law. lo,'e of onler, sense of dceorum. Mll f-eontrol, 
reg&rd tor good manMn, resPOClll-ui1ily, inWr"esl in youth II-nd 
friendship, good government. II- feeling of bonor .nd doeent 
l"tlllpect for rank and pOIIition. To add to trug pieture 01 the 
British ohlLl"&('tllr, considllr the oPllOHito sort. of eighteenth 
eentury ee!ebrity. tbe re<!lullO poet 'J'honll'~ Gray. Fnmily love 
and fllial I)illty .re the ob'·;ollil moral~ lOf hla Ol)it.ph. That i~, 
the one he wrotll in his 011'11 penon. not lbll three alan1.&il in hi. 
Elegy, the pl!.~torll.l dillglliae for rum.olt, whom "melancholy 
marked tor her own". and ",·!lo "gained f)"(lm heavon ('tW&II aU 
he ...-ished) a friend.'· In..ide the ebun"hy&rd of Sloke Pop. 
with ill! ye"'· tree and rugged Ohllll, by the elbt lind 01 tbe chureb, 
Itlinds a plain vAult lor GraY·ij mother and lI.unt. on which thll 
poet oommemorated "Dorothy Omy, wido .... , tbe eru-eful Itlnder 
mot.her or many ebildnm, one or whom alOM had Ihll milIrortune 
losurvivllher." 

Another rural ehurebyard or idyll; .. ~nnclilY but limpler 
dosignlholten!oneorGray'88u~l"!Iinlhepootieart. Up 
nortb in the Engl.i.h We COtUltry, in the far oorneror GrMmer1l 
oemel.6ry, the little ri\"6f Rothay babbl68 oollllt.&ntiy with a 
monotonoUII eheer .. ita elmu- ",.ters rim,]e among tbe Itones 
bel()"Ol" tbe eb~hyard · ... 11. Just thll place tor a poe,1.&urw.le 
to nlIIt in pooee! Wonkworth·, .tone heMl 1)f!tU"!I his name and 
dateolonly. ButinsidIlCll"M.tI1ereClIuTl'hi. hiBIDemorial tablet. 
on ..... hieh TbOm&ll W~r .-eulptured • relief pOrtrait or the 
poet and t ..... osimple panel. ofdaf'l"OOil and.maIl oeiandioe.ol 
t horn and fnowrlropll. 1'h~ epit&ph is a tmUtilation of Keble', 



EPITAPHS A.."JD NATIONAL CHARACTER 41 

lAtin dediuotion of hi. OzJard LMNru 011 Potl'1l to WordJIworth; 
"vue phill)llOph8l' lind poet ."ho . whether be diMlOursed 
OIIl1l&n or nature. railed nOllo lift up the hMrt to holy thinp. 
and tired not of ma.intaining the e.1t8e of lhe poor and the 
lilllple." 

Intb.tlllllGr;IJtLon&re6ugg~tedmlU1YDlOreoftheElIg1ifth 
I'lrlUeti, Love of IJhilO8Ophy and poelry, love of nal\ll'il, a 
dllLlire for tloJy thinlf'!L, II tirel6S1l ch&lllilionship of the poor 
people and of lhe <!Ommon m!W. It 4widenee be aough from 
epitaplullO .ho." the lo'·e of liberty, hwnanilarianitnl and manli­
Mel in the Brhiah hiM, oonsider the Latin epitaph of Jonathan 
Swift, o,·er the doorway in St. Patrick'. ('athedral. Dublin. 
h 1&)'1: " Here Jonathan Swift" for thirty yean Dean of this 
e.lhedral, liM, where fi_ indignation e.n no longer nmd bis 
beu1.. 00, trav~ler, and imitate, if you e.n, the ltn!nuollS 
a~ of Liberty for mankind." 

Any dillluaion of epitaphs mUll!, of noone, include lOme 
~oetoWilli.m Shak~peare. TheooIJullon qualnlin on the 
Itonell.oorofthechaneel in Trinity Chureh, Stratford-on-Avon, 
I!IU'IiIlf the one who mOVM his bontlll, Wall u!!6d merely for IloBfety 
II.nt; it doubtl(!8IL referred. to the old custom of tmnBfnrring 
boll. to the Charnel House to make I'OOm tor new burial.. Hia 
rMI epitaph I~ ill Latin and English inllCriptiolla nMl' hi~ hUllt 
on the w.U, lin .. oomillimentary enough to !ltL.li,ry &ny Ben­
JOMOniao lover "on thilL .ode idolatry"; 

IvdICl/)P,f;II"",",i.o&.:rota.o."rt.IM"~ ... 
r",",~,pt>pwllUlMt!'d,OI, ... ~A"bef. 

top,. if not proeod.y, would luggeort Soph~leI AI the aneient 
patalIeJ for a dramatillt, rather thAD 8ol'rato6l; but theepitaph 
r.ch Earth 1IO\"enI, the natwn niOUrrl~, OlympUll hu, him '!I·ho 
- & NllIItor in wUdom, A 8oon.te!I in genim, a V~rgil in A1't. 
Tht aix English lin. that follow an'! even mon'! laudatory, And 
... diatingui~hed in slyle, 

For exquisiUily IIrti~lie praise. St. PAUl', offen about 
tbe mOilt fsmona el>iwllh in Britain. The arohitoot of London'a 
eathedral and of nolc .. ·cr t.hanftlty~rourolherehurehOLlarler lhe 
0:NaI. f'ire in 1666. Sir Christopher Wren, i~ IIOmmemorated 
iIIIIidtL St. rl.ul', .bove the door of the north tranll8pl, Hi" 
epitapb ill • gem of dignity lind ch.u.rnung propriety: /,mOT . • i 
_,,_lIluIN r'tWiru, clI'CU""pil:e. R.d.ar, it you .. ·owd _It: 
.. _umeo.t, look: &r'OltDd yon! 



42 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW 

The rrea.test example of etHcieney in epitaph writing­
a memorable illl!eri,ltion to ahow genwne prailIO and tender 
teeling-i. in roW" words whoae illllpiration is unknown ezoopt 
tor the date, 1688. "Jane Lilter, dear Childe," read. a Itone 
in the eioist« ot Wee:tminater Abbey. Another briet epitaph 
i. "0 rare Bon JOJllOn:' in the nave, or ra.thor the north aid&. 

When a Sootllman wishM to !laY much but lI&\'e hil worda, 
he too 66n do it elevorly. Robert. BurIlII'. volume ot poenu 
iDeludlll a lubtle GOuple! in.seribed a1ao on .. tombstone in SI. 
Miehael'. chUn'hyard at Dumfries, here with the vietim.'. full 
name rather than his initial, only, but without the poet'. name: 

Hen! li(ll Iohn BUiby. boo(ll\ OWl. 
Cboatbim, ~YiI.ilyol1C11.n. 

Doubly ScoUu.h i, thil epitaph, for h .bo" bot.h the national 
IOOnomy in .... ordA and the bWiinellll of the deoeased. What 
a fine old aUHtom 10 inscribe the trade or profOllSion on eaeh 
man', tombstone, to label him dis-tinally to all et.ornity aI a 
ploughman ... tailor, a flshmongw. a lICri.ener ... distiller, or in 
ra.n:t irultance. lUI A gent\l!manl What a u.tistaetion to know 
thatwmomenovellaftordeathwereprolUpttotel1,trangert 
that they really worked for .. living! 

But alai, the literary charm of the foregoing epitaph. 
hu distracted the !"$odor', attention from their moral.. To 
I"(ltum to the theme, Burna emphuized the Brhiah quality of 
hODllIIty-ordid hef Whate\-ervirtuehepoin\edout,everyone 
imOWli that the British are hone$t. Not only ~he men, but the 
women; they too al"(l f611.rl(IM!y oUtllpoken even in epitaphl. 
In Ely cathedral •• ma.ll braN plate, probably of the IMwent.eenth 
oenlury. reveal. the life ru..tory of a oandid lady with 'lerlio.a 
truth. And, if n-.ry, it might be .aid to emphuiu the Anglo­
Saxon atrt)oM on the freedom ot the will or choice, and lhereprd. 
for ()()mfort, flllpeeially in old age. The lady', epitaph reada: 

lTJrndall by birth 
Ursula Co:roob,.ehoioe 

Upe:ber in age aad tor OOUlt/lrt.. 

Such a pro..ai03 i~ril)lion ""nt",tII with two poellc rem. 
ill Durnfriett ~hW"(!hY!l.rd. F'or when all !iteralUMII lire oomp&n!!d. 
no lang~ N.n orrer quite .0 1/U"Jt" and varied an aehievement 
in e.~llent poell"y .. the Engliah. What UnI\ersal and il.fiulI.( 
IlIf8('ti\"oo_can 00 pinoo bYllpJM!lI!ingoniy to the iru&(j"illation 
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of posterity! A aimpl0 epitaph oolebrnt811 "Helen BI~ko, !poU!Ml 

of Peter Leelie of Edinbw-gh, who departed this life on the 

11th of November. 1818. Ilgod MI Y6lU1l. 

Sb,w_ 
Bu~ word. &J1I .. olinr to ~ what! 
Think what a wife &bould be,and­

She .... tbaL·· 

The otber londer poolio gem r~_ to "Philadelphia Douglu, 

died February 6. 1754. who lived 31 y6al'1l, wife of Robert 

McMurdo." How true to the beet. Ity1e of the eightel!nth 

_tury, bow inclUBive and poignant., yet how free from romantio 

eonf\llionare th_lin8ll: 

NOT herb, fruit, 80w~ .. , 
Olil~ wilh d .... , 1I0r fnrranoe attN lhowert. 
,",or gnteful .ve~ mild, nor walk by mOOIl, 

Nor rUtterill( ltarhrht without thee ia rweeL 

Such graceful Hlne may meal! Ben Jonaon'& Epitaph on 

Eliubetb L, H. (1016): 

Uodertle&1h 1b.ia.toDedolb lie 

~b~b~~ t,!u!lid b:~ ~~~ 
To more virlue than dolb live . 

LilF:ewiM William Browne', 0" tile Counlu. DlWlOger oJ Pembroke 

(1621): 
Sidney'llister, Pembroke'l mOlber: 
~tb,enltbouh&8tll&in.ootber 

FaiT &lid IMmfld &lid rood &I eM, 
Time .ball throw a dart .. t 'bee, 

Then the 1!'lIdi\e memory oalls up Wllllal' Bange Land(H". 

ROM AVlmeT (1806): 

All, what ,Vlill the _pillred raoe, 
Ah, wh., the form divine? 
Whatpvcryvirtue, eVl'rYJ!'_r 
Ro.e Aylmer, all w~re thin, ... 

And W.l\.er De La Mare ,top!! into this Muoceseion with An 

Epilllp4 (1912): 

Bui. beauty vanilliN, beauty p&IIM; 

Ho~er.-.n'l-...... i~be. 
ADd wlten 1 trumble, who ... iIl ",,_b8-
Trul lady of thl' Weat Country' 
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But here tile ungootle reader in~pl.i! to alit whether h" i. to indulge in poeMe to _pe from life. Dr 10 .o.&l~ epitaph. to 
deU!rmine natiDnaleharacte!- and mentality. 

1'he EngliBh natiDn h .. .0 many \;rtUI'lll, &II hall been 
demDn~t"*ted mOl'll Dr 1_ cone)ulh'e!y by the qUDtation Df 
epitaph., thAt only Dne Inore inscriptiDn needa to be mentiDned. It i. the aineere .might-forward aimple tribuUl to the ideal Df un!!ellbh patriDtiero. It iI the epilaph in Westminster Abbe,. "amDng tile mOBt iIlWltriDUlI of the land" fDr "A British Warrior unImD1'<'ll by name or ,,*nk," tD eommemD,,*le "the many mult;· 
tudl'll .... ho during the Oreat. War Df 1914.1918 gave the mOl~ that man toan gi\'e--life iuelf- for Ood, fDr king and l'lOuntry, 
for IDved one;!., hDme. and empire, fDr the aaered eaU5l'l Df justioa 
and tile fl'oodom of the world. They burioo him amDng the kings beeaUM he had dDne good tDWard God and toward hill 
hOIl¥l ... " 

While )o:ngliBh epit,.,phs !100m ID be more varied in Ilyle 
and content than thOM! Df Dther naljDM, rangiO&' from I'ryptie 
Latin vel'!l6 through formal Engliah ProM to elever doggerel, 
.0 that in truodem()('ratioindelleTldenC8eneh BritiBhereanhave nn hi, tombstono _tly 1'<·h.t he wants. nr what his lurvh'on 
wan!. him to heve. yetin on~ r&!<poot length-they are lurpa&eed by many Du((!h epitaph... In Rnlland the hClrOOl win InO&'. 
much lnnger. inscriptinn. to llef\'e l\I Pa.illlportll tn the momDry 
Df poIlerity. 

The neat frigidity nf old Du((!h ehUnlh611 is relieved by 
warm praill6 in voluminoWl opitaph, Dn atupondDUlI tombs. 
Delft rann high in the Iplendor and ftUI'Il!. iDlltrueti~_ of Ita 
memorial.. There i~ the most. maasi"o epitllph I knDw, one little ,hort Df an I.'noydopedio biography lind sermon oombined, 
that of Pieter Pieleruoon Hein (1578-1629), a na\'lll hero 01 Delft.. But life i. ahort, and tha~ /l,n i, /I, long piooo Df Latin. 
So lho patriotil!Ill of the Notherlanda and the qualiti611 of tbe ideal Du((!hman win be !JeTe iUWltratod by quoting the tranaJa... 
tion of mOllt Df/l, ahortef epitaph, Dno nDt half II() 8ubatantia1. hia as fDIiD1I'I; 

For an ai.eruII memorial 
You wbe IDve Ibe Du((!h. virtUC'. aod trueiabor. 

~andmourn. 'fbI! ornam~nt Dt the Dut(lh peopifo. the fDrmid.blll io baltic. liclt~.bewhDnevCl'laydo"·lIinbJalife.,huttaucht by '"' uample tot II oommand .... should d .. ltandlll~, he, the \0"8 of bil feLlD .. -citiwWl. tbe terror of b~ 
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_miea, U>ewond<lJ"oftheooot.rl. 
Murt.en narpc,rll!zoon Tromp, 

: =: ~:7!e':!'~wrtJ~; ~~~~~!f'E~tn!n~~vc:~tain, 
_allebool,tbe_theooeaaionoftriumph,thflwboll 
world the ICeIII of Ilia Jiory, he. I eertain rum to pinlet. 
lIte--tulprowetoroleommcree; 

=rt~!fJ~r.hiaan~~fdie:.t:~;ur%I"!,r~~p!.. 
mlf.tberlTandet!icae;ouoly~nlJf'ant m.ann<lJ"_: 
dt.erlltt1b&ulllllmwhic!hha ...... eomlll.nderorm 
which he ~yed a ire&~ pv~: ..tt.er meredi\.lle vie«II'IN, 
&II« til. h'g-hClt honor. thollih be,lo .... hU meri\JI, 
lIt.t 1Il0l1 LII the .... ar apillJt Ibe EnIJ~h, 
lIII*1Iyvietorhuteertalll!ynotbelt.e1l1 oa lb. IOtboi AtIIU.t 1M3 of th. Chriltian era. 
atdieaceol!fty"';xyC&l'S • 
.... --.toliveaadtoeonquer. 

Th.flu.er.ofthet'a.i~ Netherlanda 
...... erteloCd I.b.io mmnonal in honor of lhU hi&"h1y 

meril.Orio~hero. 

Ar&-rea<iill(ot thatd.uling-.pitaph aho .... ft the fin. qualitillll 
ofth. Hollander-.luch .. true labour in hattie and on the OCtlan, 
bn,'ery, energy. fatherly and .fficacious benignityl I'rlLOtioal 
iIIt./lipnce, admired and I'f!warded in the :Setherlantb, ;. 
ealebn.ted in In epitapb, 1.110 in the Old Churoh of Delh, for 
Aakln)' van Leeu" .. nnhook. the innmtor of the mieroeoope. 
~_·'hedl!M!n'ed.,.,ellofthe .... hole,.,orld.·· 

M for women. honNt domesticilY WlUI no tmall virtue in 
.... lIVt'IIteenth eeltury, and it doubtl_ remaillll hig-hly valued 
to-day in Holland, the land wh_ Ityles II8ldom ehlUlil. in 
I1D'Ii OOIItum. or in eh_ orin individual liberty. An elegant 
marble tomb el'('ll'too in 16 11 loy hilt husband to the memory 
of Eliu.beth "an l\h.miz proclaim_ in Latin: "There i. virtue 
lIIOU(h in having pleased one husbt.nd, 1Ifhieh hill 10 I)reeious 
!oft\elltiftlll.'· 

P1euing- one husband? HoW" simple lit@ u..'I8d to be! Now 
die 8ITaII\ memory bring.! up t~l much quoted Freneh f!Ouplet: 

Here tie. my wile. Howllne 
For ber r1lpooM--.nd mine! 

ButdJd any one eVElr tind t.he Freneh original of that on a tomb? 
It il probt.bly only an instanee ot Gallic wit. tor Mon\.aigt\e 
IoIdbilnation to do evcrythiui "'itb piety, orralher, dill6nuOO. 
piety in himllllf and thert!hy h@lped to >wt the .Iyle. 
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The FNneh pnius Iho" .. ilself lei;iI in epitaphl than m.e. 
where. When the Frouc.h prailll'l, they do it Art.i~tic.ally and with 

perfootlalSte,butnotsomuehontombitonI'llNinoeremoni-. 

in boob, in addre88l'll before the ~'r6noh Aeademy, in oonvena­

lion, in the pletori .. 1 arts. even in musieal "holllagel". 

The Fnmeh have so lOll&" ol$rved "10 justa mhlUffl", the 

Gre&k d0!lire of modon.tion, the FTI'IDch puaion (or preniM 

truth, that their elaaic restraint .. nd .cientifioaoouracy -.imost 

defeat the purpoliO in an epitaph, For instanee, Leonanl.o 0.. 
Vinci paued ruB lut yean in TouraiDfl .. the i'Uest of FTanci. I 

of France. If tllatHuprtllne ~"orentine geniWl did not lit.en.lIy 

die in the arm! of the Fnmeh king. u Vuari aa.id, he did so 

figuratively, for the YOWle monareh. like the FNnch n .. tion, 

held him in lnie a1Jection Ind admiration. But what epitaph 

is m.c.overahle in the 10\'e1y little Oothie Chapel of St. Hubert 

.t tbe Chateau of Ambo~7 In 1874 • stone WAIl pl&oed in the 

floor of the left t.raruJept with only thi. inaeription in ~'rench: 

Under thil ,tone rMt bonM oolleelAld in the uoavauOnt ol 

:: g.~nd'~a ~'= ~m~~:'t!oO:~o·~:\i~~~~: 
diedlliUI. 

Truthful, eoonomical, and fond of prose .re the F'ronch. 

Wben thay fael moved to poetio eJ:preaeion. they are more likely 

to create lCuipture, or ~hlteeture, or paintlnga. Their .ermona 

on immortality .nd eharaoter Ill.f.y be in Ikme like Cb.art.ra 

C.thednJ, or in wordt like those of Boesuet .nd Fenelon; but 

aeldom. on atone. Their eemeteri8ll are gallatiN of aewpture 

or r8po1'itoriN or • few (&et. oonoern.ing ~he dead. Med&llion 

bas-relief portrait. are _lJent iDllurBnOfl agairu~ oblivion, 

81pecially if made by Rodin, like C&ar Franek', in MODt~ 

There Baudelaire', tomb ill adomed with what the naive 

Bpootaton uninitiated to the "F1owen of Evil" take to be • 

mummy Ind .. bat; Ouy de Maup&8llLnt eJ:h.ibitlJ only an OpilD 

book, in atone. with tbe d.ta. of hi, birth and death; but tho.e 

ue the 8J:c.eptionl to the ooD"entional Mimple tombll. The 

I'OJlUl,ntio Alfred de MWl8et li0!l under. "·seping willow tree. 

OD the main .venue in Pere Laohaise OI!Illetery, and his tomb 

i.i.ntcribed .... ithb.ilv8I'1i8IJ: 
Jlua",", "",ndje ""' ........ , 
pu..w, ",,- IIIW. all nmdibe. 
J'ai_""'Je~IlI.Ipla"', 
Lo palItII" III'." ell dollU el cAire, 
R, ..,.. -'we «I'a 11gb. 
A IIIkrrloMjtd_i.ai. 
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(lly fmnila, when I die, pLa.n\ a riknr in the oemetery. 

~itl~~e;:~ut~~~:~~::=r::' ~h";:e at~h~~l=p.)e; 
The Frenl!h nation u .. whole is olU&il!i,t In l.aiite .nd 

t.nl*'&lnl!nl. Their rehl<'lanoe to exprea deep flmotion exoep~ 
Ia lIJli\"l!l"5al t(lnnl &Ild , ... ilh • elilin poise made their epitaph 
lor the Unknown Soldier very brief and siml)I!!, yet adoqUllte 
I« each reeder to meditate upon and to iuvillilt with the doo~t 
Ifca.illeanee. Uuder the Areh of Triuml,h in Pari, by &Il ev~ 
baroing light or remembran06 i~ inseribed: In upon 110 aoIdlU 
Jro_;"'lIrnpollrrapnlri(191.4-1918, 

Italian epitaphs have boon admired andoopiod foreenturi(ll, 
1)Ton, elaaieiat &II critic ""hile romantic u writ.er, praised 
ud quot.ed in .. letter to Hoppnlll' ,June 6, 1819. ' .. 0 epitaphe 
rr-. the Certou. cemetery at Ferrara: 

MarliM L""i jl>lptora ,au. 
L"CTI'.iaPict.ni'onptoraftmoaqvuk. 

8pvn, rBIIU_ and paMionate, ..... the right penon to evaluate 
;"\ly the meaning of tll_ terse epitaph" a oortain penon 
"pny. for peace", and another "imploreeetarnal quiet", 

The ehurt'!h of Santa. Croce, "WestmiDiIAIr Abbey of 
Jkftl106", abo ... nany memorialt or varying .tyl6ll. A brier 
...... ph u; iliatcf Maahia"elli: Tanio nomim nllUIlIn por dogillll'l. 
'"To.., great a. name pnUse i. nothing!" Such a perfect tribute 
m ... trat8!lthertaliangTllCeofexp~onalldf!6nl6offltnOBl, 
.-aliti. that make their many inBeriptioM on publio or !.am01U 
...... joy 10 remember. For eXMlple, on the hoWMI .. here 
Eta .. died in Rome. tho Italian ilU;cription iupplement.! the 
GWiptory information with the word~ ",mll morol';gli/Ho 
fMlllopreClJ(t; but the Eng!ish, junbelo" the broken lyre on 
tlliJlI&Illetablet.ungraciollilly traMlatea that "mind lll&I'\'elolU 
II preoocioua" "'ith merely the ""ord "young". 

In the \'6IItibuie of that lovely Renai_nOjj ehureh or 
..... Maria dagli Angeli, by whieh Miehel8ll~10 gave a new 
III to part of Dioo!etian'. ruined Dattll, t ..... o famous epitaph • 
.... ('IOnferred diiltinelion, if not immortality. on peI'IODi other­
... fOFgOlten, Cardinal Aleia.ti·. wmb reads: 

Vlrl~1f ,,;,,11. 
MtMOrilllltn'l. 
GlorMIriftt. 

(lie hu lived iD virtue, 
Ho liVe! in memory. 
He will live in eioTY.) 
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Th, Cardin&! Peolo ParUio'. epitaph iI: 

Cvrp~h"",Ug~"'" 
F,,_pa_odoL 
Sp1nl~ of/rei kMI. 

Did the Earl of Surrey think of thOll8 ea.m~like linee when he 

wrote 0" 1M lkalli oj Sir TIw17Ia. W.,aU? 

But to the hUYIlIQ INI lunp!e toul II Ik!d ..• 

The earth biI boDeI, the he.vent poae-. hh rao.t. 

Did the prai!lllr of ShakeiOpeamat Stratford lhinkorthOll6lin811 

when he wrote Earlh COlon" him, I'" nolion mOlolrlU him, Oi.,mplol. 

Am Aim? 
In the unique RomlLll temple called the Pantheon, the 

Cardina.l Bembo rave Raphael ao 8.lquiaite epitaph: 

Ilk M~ UI Hapluul. limwil 911<1 ""p1t1l nM 
R ..... III IIIOfM ~, d _ri",,.~. 

Thoffilll U.rdy trw.ted it ioto the following GOuplet: 

H~re'. oDe LD ... hom Nature teared-faint at ~ueh YJ'inc­
Ecl.iploflll'hilehelive(!,andd_athildyW&'. 

Alexander Pope admired the Cardinal', \jnet 110 mueh ... 10 11M 

them apparently without aeknoll'ledam\!IIt in hi, epitaph on 

Sir Godfrey Kneller: 

Livinr,rreatNaluretearedhemia:htoutvie 
Be!' ... orb; and dyiDr. fean ber.l!lf to die. 

AI for German epitaph&-what l'harm or graceol eiviliution 

can any intempnt perIOn erpeet. to Rnd on Ofrman tomblltoner? 

Whu charm or honor is there in Gernum lite-devoted as It ilL 

to the wonhip of • Teutonio mOlllttOOly, a .tate-).toloebr 

There il nothing but the melancholy n!Ill.flmbra.nce of a 1_ 

vicioul period, the reoocnition that in Ihe put the Oennalll 

were IUPpl)l>8d to hold a decent position in lbe world. Thil dil>Dl&l 

truth, applied to individual life. il yj,<idly expr8M8d in an epitaph 

in St. Stephen', Chureh in Vienna, an out~t. no IOD~ apiJut 

the infidel barbarian. &8 that city w .. centuria. ago. One of 

the prince-bisbopIL of Vienna. Anton Wollrath, who died in 1639, 

bewailed his ohanged poilition in thi, brief epilal)h: 

~::.. ~,,''=.~nc;j~IH: 
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Autria. indeed. WAA once a powerful lender lIinong nation'; ROW it i. "dWlt., dulmlllll, and nothing." May that epitallh be a II)'mbol1 Fonuedy Gennao.y was powerful; may it beoome II oeu" nothina: .. it hAA made itll near lind far neighbor. on lhee\obe. 

One glimpso of pleasing imagery in a Oenn~ epitaph is in 81. John'. oometery in Nuremberg; Longfellow prAised it in hi. poem on thaltity, and it _n1& ti) ba"e an added lianiflta.noe _now. Themueh-trlwelled AlbrochtDunlrilcommemorated II followa: "Quitquid Alberti Duren momle fuit Bub hoo _ditur tumulo; emigt"avit VIII Idta Aprili~ 1528." That is SO 1IiL1. the great genius of Germany "omigrated" tho sixth 01 April 1528. kl _k a beUer land pl'&llumably. ~owaday. aUcration from Germany meanl life, not death. and it il the oaly ~ to .. In.Lion of either body or !IOuJ, Long have intelligent tra\'eJlen along life's road looked ia \-";n for one German epitllph. Wben it il found in all appropriate pl_, it IIhouJd read IOmewhat like this: "S_lie III faithful membert of the National 8oeiali~t Party of Germany; _ bavo folio'll"" their world-inramoualender on hiB lut eoaqueat, and thoy share with him the I)(l't of Satan in the ...... pit of Hell; there thf"()ngh all etornity in!initely prolongod ~ will receive from the God of Judice their fun I""&,,'ard," 


