THE SPEECH-PERIL 357

wielders caused Him to be despised and crucified. Those whom
they had taught, falsified and perverted His message. Men were
thenceforth cast upon their own resources for mental and moral
regeneration. They must begin by getting rid of the cult of false
words from which proceed all false doctrines. The truth can only
in true words be expressed. Therefore the schools should devote
themselves, with the zeal of missionaries in a great cause, to the
teaching of speech as it should be taught and understood and used.
Thus only can humanity be emancipated from the thraldom of
oppressive words and phrases. Thus only can it be fitted to govern
itself on earth. Thus only can it secure liberty to enjoy some dim
foresight of a happier and better future.
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DISCIPLES
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Who is that singer, with voice so sweet—
Tones that tell of mastered art,—

Where ease and grace and power all meet,
And form to Music’s soul impart?

Her name? I know not. But this I know—
She is a pupil of So-and-So. ‘

Who is that youth, with steps so light,
Light, yet firm as a soldier’s tread,
Beauty divinely matched with might,
The shapely limbs, the well poised head?
His name? It doesn’t matter much—
But—he was trained by Such-and-Such.

And who is this with tact so nice,

The face aglow with joy within,

Shedding an air as of Paradise,

Turning to bloom the wastes of Sin?

His name? Her name? What matter? I say—
Pupils of Jesus Christ are they.





