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INTRODUCTION 

This bibliography aims to demonstrate the scope of research that has been conducted 
internationally about lone mothers. It was produced primarily to serve as a reference document 
for the national research team working on the CIHR-funded project entitled "Rethinking Health 
Inequities: Social and Economic Inclusion and the Case of 'Lone Mothers'". Citations are 
organized geographically and by subject. Abstracts and web addresses (URLs) for citations, 
when available, have been included. 

The Atlantic Centre of Excellence (ACEWH) is playing a leading role in the "Rethinking 
Health Inequities" project. In the bibliography, citations from Atlantic Canada have been 
organized as a separate section. The others sections include: Canada (generally); The United 
States of America; and International. Sub-sections emerged from both the content of the lone 
mothers literature, such as "children and youth" and "welfare and social policies", and in 
consideration of the factors, such as "income" and "health", that are understood to contribute to 
the social and economic inclusion (or exclusion) of this group. 

Lone mothers face multiple barriers to full social and economic inclusion. They often 
experience social stigmatization; isolation; and high rates of poverty, social assistance and 
unemployment. In the Atlantic, "have-not" provinces, there are fewer resources and services 
available to help lone mothers manage. The "Rethinking Health Inequities" research team is 
interested in investigating who the mothers in this region are; what are the gaps in research and 
in our consequent understanding of lone mothers' lives; what public and private services are 
available to lone mothers; how lone mothers have developed their own coping strategies; and 
how policy change could address and improve the health of lone mothers. 

The content of the bibliography addresses these queries. There is literature that speaks to 
the changing terminology (the use of "lone" in lieu of "single" or "unwed", for instance); that 
exposes the glaring, statistical differences in male and female single parents' economic, social, 
and medical circumstances; and that investigates the role and formation of social networks or 
the effects of support programs. 

It is my hope that this bibliography will be helpful to the Rethinking Health Inequities 
research team and anyone conducting research or formulating policy affecting lone mothers. 
Please direct any comments or corrections to mpaynter@dal.ca. 

Martha Paynter 
Research Assistant 
Atlantic Centre of Excellence for Women's Health 
August 2004 
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ATLANTIC CANADA 

Atlantic Health Promotion Research Centre. Gender and Health: From Research to Policy. 
Conference Proceedings. 1997. Order directly from the Centre. 

In 1997 the AHPRC co-hosted (with McMaster Research Centre for the Promotion of Women's 
Health) the Fifth National Health Promotion Research Conference on "Gender and Health: 
From Research to Policy" in Halifax prior to the CPHA annual conference. Delegates 
(approximately 200) came from every Canadian province as well as from the United States. 
Guest speakers at the conference included Abby Hoffman (Women's Bureau, Health Canada) 
and Anne Rochon-Ford (National Network on Environments and Women's Health, York 
University). 

Blouin, Barbara. Women and Children Last: Single Mothers on Welfare in Nova Scotia. Halifax: 
1989. 

No abstract available. 

Blouin, Barbara. "Gateway to Despair, Nova Scotia's Welfare Tangle." New Maritimes 916: 5-9, 
July-August 1991. 

No abstract available. 

Blouin, Barbara. The Unemployed and Welfare in Nova Scotia: Below the Bottom Line. Halifax: 
1992. 

No abstract available. 

Colman, Ronald. The Economic Value of Unpaid Housework and Child Care in Nova Scotia. 
Halifax: GPI Atlantic, 1998. 

Assessment of the value of unpaid household work, including trends over time, gender 
comparisons, inter-provincial comparisons, and alternative measurement methodologies. 
Includes summary data for Canada and all provinces. 

Colman, Ronald. Women's Health in Nova Scotia. Presentation for the Atlantic Centre of 
Excellence for Women's Health at the IWK Health Centre, Halifax, November 27, 2003. 

Statistical and demographic analysis of women's health in the Atlantic provinces of Canada, 
using population health and determinants of health framework 
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Corbett, Ron. The Incidence of Single Parent Families by Settlement Type in Atlantic Canada. 
Sackville, NB: Rural and Small Town Research and Studies Programme, Mount Allison 
University, 1986. 

No abstract available. 

Fay, Jeanne Elinor. "From Welfare Bum to Single Mum: The Political Construction of Single 
Mothers on Social Assistance in Nova Scotia, 1966-1977." M.A. thesis, Dalhousie 
University, 1997. 

No abstract available. 

Gillett, Cheryl. "Housing Within the Context of Community: A Study of Housing Conditions 
Experienced by Homeless Female Led Single Parent Families in the Halifax Metro Area, 
N.S." MSW thesis, Dalhousie University, 1986. 

No abstract available. 

GPI Atlantic. Income Distribution in Nova Scotia. Halifax: GPI Atlantic, 2001. 

Statistical and socio-economic analysis of income distribution trends regionally and over time, 
including inter-provincial and gender comparisons 

Hamilton, Sylvia. "Our Mothers Grand and Great: Black Women of Nova Scotia." Canadian 
Women's Studies/Les cahiers de Ia femme 4: 82-5, Winter 1982. 

No abstract available. 

Hartling, Nancy. Breaking the Silence: Women's Stories of Strength and Struggle. Master 
thesis, St. FX University, 1996. 

Thesis is based on participatory action research with lone parent mother clients of the author's 
agency Support to Single Parents in Moncton. 

Hayward, Karen, and Ronald Colman. The Tides of Change: Addressing Inequity and Chronic 
Disease in Atlantic Canada. Halifax: Population and Public Health Branch, Atlantic 
Region, Health Canada. 2003. Retrieved from: http://www.hc­
sc.gc.ca/hppb/regions/atlantic/pdfffides Inequity and Chronic Disease.pdf 

Single mothers are discussed on page 39. 
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Haywood, Ruth. "Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Single Mothers in St. John's, 
Newfoundland during the Second World War." Framing Our Past: Canadian Women's 
History in the Twentieth Century, Sharon Anne Cook, Lorna R. McLean, and Kate 
O'Rourke, Eds. 124-8. Montreal and Kingston: MeGill-Queen's University Press, 2001. 

Lavishly illustrated and written for a broad audience, Framing Our Past offers insights into the 
lives of individual Canadian women, the obscure as well as the better-known, who pioneered 
new activities or expanded the boundaries of women's traditional roles. On topics ranging from 
everyday life to education, politics, health, and economics, we see how women in Canada have 
contributed to and been influenced by the transformation of societies around the world. 

With introductory essays by historians, Framing Our Past emphasizes the lived experiences of 
women: their participation in many areas of social life, such as social rituals with other women; 
organized sporting clubs; philanthropic, spiritual and aesthetic activities; study and reading 
groups. The authors then focus on women's roles as nurturers and keepers of the hearth B their 
experiences with family management, child care, and health concerns. They consider women's 
varied contributions within formal and informal educational systems as well as their instrumental 
political role in consumer activism, social work, peace movements, and royal commissions. 
Canadian women's shaping of health care and science through nursing, physiotherapy and 
research are discussed, as is women's work, from domestic labour to dressmaking to 
broadcasting to banking. 

Using diary accounts, oral history, letters, organizational records, paintings, quilts, dressmaking 
patterns, milliners' records, posters, Framing our Past offers a unique opportunity to share what 
is rarely if ever seen, offering insights into the preservation and interpretation of historical 
sources. 

Lacroix, Guy. The Dynamics of Welfare Participation in Newfoundland: 1986-98. Applied 
Research Branch, Human Resources Development Canada, 1999. Retrieved from: 
http://www 11.sdc.gc,.ca/en/cs/sp/arb/publications/research/1999-000084/page00.shtml 

The social assistance programs in Canada established under the Canada Assistance Plan of 1966 
were aimed at providing financial assistance via provincial transfers to all individuals in need. 
Recently,. two factors have led some provincial policy makers to advocate changes to their 
programs. First, significant restraints were placed on federal welfare transfers to non­
equalization-receiving provinces in 1990. Second, in most provinces caseloads increased 
dramatically over the 1980s and 1990s. 

An understanding of the dynamics of welfare participation and the effects of the programs are 
essential elements of any discussion on reforming the system. The current study focuses on 
welfare dynamics in Newfoundland, using data from the 100% Social Assistance Recipients file 
between January 1986 and June 1998. 

The findings indicate that the majority of starting spells last less than one year, though a certain 
proportion last beyond six years. Exit rates tend to decrease rapidly at the start of the spells and 
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remain relatively constant thereafter. Overall, single men leave welfare more rapidly than single 
women. The more educated exit a little sooner than the less educated, and re-entry occurs faster 
for the less-educated. Business cycles significantly influence exit: during strong economic 
growth, the exit rate was high, and during recession the rate was almost halved. Individuals 
living in Labrador have high exit rates. There is also a drastic increase in the exit rates at 
approximately six years. Returns to welfare generally occur shortly after exit, and at a rate that 
diminishes with time. Comparisons with welfare studies on British Columbia, Ontario and 
Quebec conclude that benefits and business cycle conditions have as important an effect on exit 
rates as in Newfoundland. 

Langille, Donald, Lori Curtis, Jean Hughes, and Gail Tomblin Murphy. "Association of socio­
economic factors with health risk behaviours among high school students in rural Nova 
Scotia". Canadian Journal of Public Health. 9416: 442-447, 2003. 

To determine the association of socio-economic (SES) factors with risk behaviours such as 
substance use, having early intercourse and suicide attempts in the past year. 2198 students (48% 
males; 54% females) ranging in age from 14 to 20 years were surveyed. Smoking was the 
behaviour most often associated with lower SES in both genders. Mother's not being employed 
was protective against all substance use variables except driving after drinking. Living both with 
lone mother and in any family arrangement other than with both parents was associated with 
smoking, using marijuana, and early sex. Higher risk score was associated with living with a 
lone mother or other family arrangement. Lower risk score was associated with father having 
more than high school education and mother not working. Conclusion: Lower socio-economic 
status is associated with adolescent risk behaviours. These findings point to the importance of • 
these factors to risk-taking youth, their relevance to social policy, and also their importance as 
factors to consider in targeted interventions. 

Langille Donald, Gail Tomblin Murphy, Jean Hughes, and JA Rigby. "Contraception among 
young women attending high school in Nova Scotia". Canadian Journal of Public Health 
93:461-464, 2002. 3 

No abstract available. 

Langille, Donald, Lori Curtis, J Hughes, GT Murphy. "Association of socio-economic factors 
with health risk behaviours among high school students in rural Nova Scotia." Canadian 
Journal of Public Health. 94/6:442-7. 2003 

Participants included 2,198 students (48% males; 52% females) ranging in age from 14 to 20 
years. Almost 25% of youth smoked regularly, 19% of males smoked marijuana> or= 10 times 
monthly, more than 40% of males regularly drank excessively, and 10% of students> 14 years 
old had had intercourse before age 15. Smoking was the behaviour most often associated with 
lower SES in both genders. Mother's not being employed was protective against all substance 
use variables except driving after drinking. Living both with lone mother and in any family 
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arrangement other than with both parents was associated with smoking, using marijuana, and 
early sex. Higher risk score was associated with living with a lone mother or other family 
arrangement. Lower risk score was associated with father having more than high school 
education and mother not working. Lower socio-economic status is associated with adolescent 
risk behaviours. These findings point to the importance of these factors to risk-taking in youth, 
their relevance to social policy, and also their importance as factors to consider in targeted 
interventions. 

Lord, Stella. "Social assistance and 'employability' for single mothers in Nova Scotia." 
Continuities & Discontinuities: The Political Economy of Social Welfare and Labour 
Market Policy in Canada. Eds. , Andrew F. Johnson, Stephen McBride, and Patrick J. 
Smith, 191-206. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1992. 

No abstract available. 

MacDonnell, Susan. Vulnerable Mothers, Vulnerable Children: A Follow-up Study of 
Unmarried Mothers Who Kept Their Children. Halifax: Policy, Planning and Research 
Division, 1981. 

No abstract available. 

MacDougall, Maria. "Social Assistance Reform in Nova Scotia: Is it Working for Women?" 
Paper sponsored by Status of Women Canada, the Antigonish Women ' s Resource 
Centre, Every Woman's Centre in Sydney, and the Pictou County Women's Centre. 
2003. 

No abstract available ~· 

Macintyre, Lynn, NT Glanville, KD Raine, JB Dayle, B Anderson, and N Battaglia. "Do low­
income lone mothers compromise their nutrition to feed their children?" CMAJ 168/6: 
686-91. 2002. 

Women who live in disadvantaged circumstances in Canada exhibit dietary intakes below 
recommended levels, but their children often do not. One reason for this difference may be that 
mothers modify their own food intake to spare their children nutritional deprivation. The 
objective of our study was to document whether or not low-income lone mothers compromise 
their own diets to feed their children. We studied 141 low-income lone mothers with at least 2 
children under the age of 14 years who lived in Atlantic Canada. Household food insecurity was 
reported by 78% of mothers during the study month. 
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Mcintyre, Lynn, NT Glanville, S Officer, B Anderson, KD Raine, and JB Dayle. "Food 
insecurity of low-income lone mothers and their children in Atlantic Canada". Canadian 
Journal of Public Health. 9316:411-415, 2002. 

Food insecurity over the past year occurred in 96.5% of households. Child hunger was similar to 
maternal hunger over the one-month study period (23%), however, it was lower than maternal 
hunger over the past year. On multiple logistic regression analysis, maternal hunger over the past 
year was predicted by maternal age over 35 years (p < 0.0005), and Nova Scotia residence (p = 
0.03). Child hunger over the past year was also predicted by maternal age over 35 years (p = 
0.009). Families from New Brunswick experienced less food insecurity over the past month at 
both the household (p = 0.01) and maternal levels (p < 0.0005). Provincial policies that might 
contribute to the regular occurrence of food insecurity in these families should be investigated. 

Mcintyre, Lynn, KD Raine, NT Glanville, and JB Dayle. Hungry mothers of barely fed 
children: a study of diets and food experiences of low-income lone mothers in Atlantic 
Canada. Final Report to ClliR/NHRDP. Halifax: ClliR/NHRDP, 2001. 

No abstract available. 

Menard, Louise, Familles monoparentales en milieu universitaire. Moncton: Groupe Families 
monoparentales de l'Universite de Moncton, 1989. 

No abstract available. 

Morton, Suzanne, "Women and Children on their Own: Single Mothers in Working Class 
Halifax in the 1920s." Acadiensis, 20/2: 90-107, Springlprintemps 1992. 

No abstract available. 

New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of Women. 2004 Report Card on the Status of 
Women in NB. Retrieved from: www.acswcccf.nb.ca/english/acsw3.asp. 

A statistical profile of women and health, violence, education, family responsibilities, poverty 
and labour force published annually by the Advisory Council. 

New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Taking Responsibility for Child 
Care. Retrieved from: www .acswcccf.nb.ca/english/acsw3.asp. 

Summary of the current situation and proposals for action. 
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New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Living Common-Law in New 
Brunswick. Retrieved from: www.acswcccf.nb.calenglish/acsw3.asp. 

Explains the rights and responsibilities of common-law partners. 

New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Growing Up Female in New 
Brunswick 1970-2000. 2001. Retrieved from: www.acswcccf.nb.calenglish/acsw3.asp. 

A series of statistical portraits of women's situations and an overview of policies and programs. 

New Brunswick. Department of Family and Community Services. Social Assistance Policy 
Manual1999. Retrieved from 
http://www .gnb.ca/00 17/Policy%20Manual/disclaimer_e.asp. 

No abstract available. 

Newfoundland and Labrador, Consolidated Regulation 764/96, Social Assistance Civil Legal Aid 
Regulations under the Social Assistance Act, 2003. Retrieved from: 
http://www .gov .nf.ca/hoa/regulations/rc9607 64 .htm 

No abstract available. 

Nova Scotia. Employment Support and Income Assistance Act. November 30, 2000. 
Retrieved from: http://www.gov.ns.ca/Iegi/legclbills/58th lst/3rd read/b062.htm. 
Peter Christie, Minister of Community Services. 

No abstract available. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women, Family Violence and Personal Safety: 
Women in Nova Scotia. Part 3 of a Statistical Series. Retrieved from: 
www.gov.ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

Fact sheet. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. And They Lived Happily Ever 
After ... rights and responsibilities of common law couples. Retrieved from 
www .gov .ns.calstaw/pub.htm. 

Fact sheet. 
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Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Family Matters: Women in Nova 
Scotia, part 2 of a statistical series. November, 2001.Retrieved from 
www .gov .ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

Fact sheet. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Money Matters. Part 1 of a statistical 
series on Women in Nova Scotia. March, 2001. Retrieved from 
www .gov .ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

Fact sheet. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. A Woman's Work is Never Done- Can 
Policy Value Care giving? March, 2000. Retrieved from www.gov.ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

No abstract available. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Custody, Access, and Child Support in 
Canada; A Brief in Response to the Federal/Provincial/Territorial Consultation on 
Divorce Act Reform. June 2001.Retrieved from www.gov.ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

No abstract available. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. Including Women: Comments on 
Towards Prosperity- A Discussion Paper on Developing an Economic Growth Strategy 
for Nova Scotia. July 2000.Retrieved from www.gov.ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

No abstract available. 

Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women .. Rebuilding the System: Response of 
the Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women. To the Department of 
Community Services' Social Assistance Restructuring Initiative. January 1999. 
Retrieved from www.gov.ns.ca/staw/pub.htm. 

No abstract available. 

Nova Scotia, Department of Community Services. Everyone needs help sometimes: Nova 
Scotia 's Employment Support and Income Assistance Program. 2004. 

No abstract available. 
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Nova Scotia, Department of Community Services. Mothers and Children: One Decade Later. A 
Follow-up Study to Vulnerable Mothers, Vulnerable Children. Halifax: Department of 
Government Services, 1991. 

No abstract available. 

Prince Edward Island, Social Assistance Act, 2003, Retrieved from: 
http://www .gov .pe.callaw/statutes/pdf/s 04 3.pdf?PHPSESSID=2a49faaeca8b2820cacc3 
9da36c9f3e4. 

No abstract available. 

Reseau des femmes francophones du Nouveau-Brunswick, Les obstacles rencontres chez les 
etudiantes monoparentales de la peninsule Acadienne, agees entre 18 et 35 ans, lors 
d'un retour aux etudes postsecondaires (rapport presente aux membres du RFFNB par 
Irene Savoie, octobre 2000), 77 p. 

No abstract available. 

Reseau des femmes francophones du Nouveau-Brunswick and New Brunswick Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women. Back to School Guide for Lone Mothers Seeking to 
Return to Post-Secondary Studies in New Brunswick. Fredericton: New Brunswick 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women, 2002. Retrieved from: 
http://www .acswcccf.nb.ca/english/documents/backtoschool.pdf 

A guide to help lone mothers return to school. Lists services available to women entering post­
secondary education in general, and services available at individual institutions as well. 

Simpson, Mary, and Janis Wood Catano and the Community Health Promotion Network 
Atlantic. "Child Poverty in Atlantic Canada: A Discussion Paper". Prepared for Health 
Canada. Memramcook, NB. 1998. 

No abstract available. 

Taylor, Sharon, Single Moms Against Poverty, and Memorial University of Newfoundland 
School of Social Work. Standing strong : single mothers overcoming barriers to post­
secondary education: executive summary. Submitted to National Welfare Grants by the 
Hoops and Hurdles Research Project, February 1995. 

No abstract available. 
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Urban Core Support Network, Solving the Puzzle. Retrieved from: 
www .acswcccf.nb.ca/eng1ish/acsw3.asp. 

A guide to income assistance. 
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CANADA 

Children and Youth 

Allen, Douglas. "Some comments on divorce, lone motherhood and children". Family Matters: 
New Policies for Divorce, Lone Mothers, and Child Poverty. Toronto: CD Howe 
Institute, 1995: 258-284. 

No abstract available. 

Barham, Vicky, Rose Ann Devlin, and Chantale LaCasse. "Child support guidelines and the 
welfare of children." Policy Options/Options Politiques 2112:44-7,2000 

The child-support payment guidelines that became law in 1997 are found to be inadequate and 
unfair. They neither meet the needs of children nor reduce disparities between the custodial and 
non-custodial households' standards of living. The authors recommend considering both wealth 
and income when determining child-support. 

Battle, Ken. "Child benefit reform: a case study in tax/transfer integration". Caledon Institute of 
Social Policy, presentation at the Canadian Tax Foundation Tax Policy Conference, April 
9-10, 1999. 

No abstract available. 

Battle, Ken. "The national child benefit: best thing since Medicare of new poor law?" Canada's 
National Child Benefit: Phoenix or Fizzle? Douglas Durst, Ed. Halifax: Fernwood 
Publishing, 1999. 

This paper, originally presented to the Eighth Conference on Canadian Social Welfare Policy 
held in Regina, assesses social groups" criticisms of the National Child Benefit announced in the 
1997 federal Budget. The child benefit reforms involve joint action on the part of the federal and 
provincial governments: The federal government will enrich and restructure the Child Tax 
Benefit/Working Income Supplement to create a Canada Child Tax Benefit in 1998. The 
provinces will be allowed to reduce their welfare expenditures on behalf of children by the 
amount of the increase in federal child benefits, although they have agreed to reinvest these 
savings in other programs for low-income families with children -such as income-tested child 
benefits (e.g., BC's Family Bonus), wage supplements, social services (e.g., child care), 
extension of in-kind benefits available to welfare families (e.g., supplementary health care) to 
working poor families with children. The paper discusses seven criticisms of the child benefit 
proposals - that they are unfair to the working poor; they are unfair to welfare families; the 
additional federal money is too little too late and so will have little impact on child poverty; 
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Ottawa's $850 million infusion is an inadequate down payment on a National Child Benefit; the 
new system will continue to be infected with the partial deindexation virus; it will result in an 
even more polyglot child benefits system with no national standards; and what we really need is 
a comprehensive approach to combat child poverty. The paper concludes that, while social 
groups have every right to beware of governments bearing social policy gifts in the 1990s, they 
should not throw out the baby bonus with the bath water: The National Child Benefit does hold 
out the promise of major reform of child benefits, welfare and federal-provincial relations in 
social policy. 

Battle, Ken, and Michael Mendelson. "Child benefit reform in Canada: an evaluative framework 
and future directions". Ottawa: Calendon Institute of Social Policy. 1997. 

This report offers governments advice on how to build and evaluate the National Child Benefit 
System announced in the 1997 federal Budget. The study traces the development of the concept 
of an 'integrated child benefit' which inspires the current reform and analyzes the evolution of 
child benefits since their beginning in World War One. Based on the authors' vision of a mature 
integrated child benefit system, the report proposes an evaluative framework for the emerging 
National Child Benefit System. After providing a critical assessment of the three objectives 
announced by governments- preventing and reducing the depth of child poverty, promoting 
attachment to the workforce, and reducing overlap and duplication of child benefits - the report 
argues that the National Child Benefit must pursue additional objectives: adequacy, fairness, 
promoting dignity and independence, and economic stabilization. The report raises several key 
issues - differential treatment of the welfare and working poor, indexation, net versus gross 
definition of income, family definition, and benefit targets -that must be addressed if the 
National Child Benefit System is to grow into an effective social policy. 

Boyle MH, and EL. Lipman. ''Do places matter? Socioeconomic disadvantage and behavioral 
problems of children in Canada":Joumal of Consultative and Clinical Psychology. 
70/2:378-89. 2002 

This study evaluated the influence of neighborhoods and socioeconomic disadvantage on 
behavioral problems rated by parents and teachers in a nationally representative sample of 
children ages 4 to 11 years living in Canada. Between-neighborhood variation accounted for 
7.6% and 6.6% of parent and teacher ratings, respectively. About 25.0% of this neighborhood 
variation could be explained by socioeconomic variables evenly divided between neighborhood 
and family-level measures. Family socioeconomic status, lone-parent family status, and 
percentage of lone parents in neighborhoods were strong, reliable predictors of behavioral 
problems. Ratings were contextualized: Fewer behavioral problems were assessed in children 
from well-off families living in disadvantaged neighborhoods, whereas more problems were 
assessed in children from poor families living in advantaged neighborhoods. 
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Campaign 2000. Child Poverty in Canada: Report Card 1997. Toronto. 1997. 

No abstract available. 

Canada, Statistics Canada and Human Resources Development Canada. Growing Up in Canada. 
Ottawa: Statistics Canada, Operations and Integration Division, 1996. 

No abstract available. 

Canada, Department of Justice. Putting Children's Interests First: Custody, Access and Child 
Support in Canada. Ottawa: Department of Justice, 2001. 

No abstract available. 
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preventative health services will be examined: cervical cancer screening, mammography, clinical 
breast exam, rectal exam, flu shot, and diagnosis and treatment of high blood pressure. 

To assess socio-economic differences in the use of physician services, by (a) age and sex of 
patient, (b) general versus specialist services, (c) urgent (emergency, evening and weekend) 
versus routine office visits, and (d) primary reason for physician visits (based on primary 
diagnosis). 
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To explore the degree to which socioeconomic differences in the use of preventative health 
practices are associated with: differences in the frequency and type of physician services 
received; differences in the demographic and practice characteristics of physicians; and patient 
factors which may impose non-financial barriers to access. 
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Raphael, Dennis. "Addressing the social determinants of health in Canada: bridging the gap 
between research findings and public policy". Policy Options, March 2003: 35-40. 

Although Canadian policymakers appear committed to the health of Canadians and sustaining 
the health care system, they have been unwilling to support the social determinants of health and 
to act on broader policy issues. 
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and poor women's exclusion: promoting inclusion, health, and social justice". Canadian 
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insecurity". Journal of Nutrition. 129: 672-9, 1999. 
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Wade TJ, and J Caimey. "Major depressive disorder and marital transition among mothers: 
results from a national panel study." Journal of Nervous and Mental Diseases. 
188/11:741-50. 2000 

This analysis employs a national panel study to examine the relationship between marital 
transition and depression among mothers within the framework of selection and causation 
processes. The data come from the two-wave, longitudinal National Population Health Survey 
(NPHS) by Statistics Canada collected in 1994 and again in 1996 focusing on women between 
20 and 65 years of age with children living at home (N = 2169). Compared with mothers who 
remain married, mothers making the transition into single-parenthood had a significantly higher 
rate of major depression at Time 1, which increased, but not significantly, at Time 2. This 
suggests that a selection effect may explain the elevated levels of depression among mothers 
experiencing a marital disruption. Rates of depression among single-parent mothers making the 
transition into a marital relationship did not decrease significantly between waves nor did the 
rate differ significantly from stable single-parent mothers at Time 1 or Time 2, suggesting that 
movement into marriage is not a protective factor. 

Walters, Vivienne, Peggy McDonough, Lisa Strohschein. ''The influence of work, household 
structure, and social, personal, and material resources on gender difference in health: an 
analysis of the 1994 Canadian National Population Health Survey." Social Science and 
Medicine. 54: 677-692. 2002. 

There was weak evidence for effects of gendered exposure to conditions such as unpaid work to 
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explain gender differences in health. Better measures of unpaid work conditions needed. 
Family structure did affect differential vulnerability: formerly married women reported more 
arthritis and distress and formerly married men. 

Wang, JL. "The difference between single and married mothers in the 12-month prevalence of 
major depressive syndrome, associated factors and mental health service utilization." 
Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. 39/1:26-32. 2004 

BACKGROUND: Previous studies suggest that single mothers are at a higher risk of major 
depression and more likely to use mental health services than are married mothers. The 
objectives of this analysis were to provide estimates of the prevalence of major depressive 
syndrome among single and married mothers, to investigate the factors which may affect the 
difference in the prevalence of major depressive syndrome among single and married mothers 
and to estimate the health care service utilization by single and married mothers. 

:METHODS: This was a cross-sectional study using the data from the 1996-97 Canadian 
National Population Health Survey (NPHS). Major depressive syndrome was evaluated using the 
Composite International Diagnostic Interview-Short Form for major depression. The prevalence 
of major depressive syndrome was calculated among 3030 single and 10195 married mothers. 
The effects of demographic, socioeconomic and biological variables on the association between 
single-mother status and major depressive syndrome were evaluated by stratified analyses . 

RESULTS: In the NPHS, the difference between single and married mothers in the prevalence of 
major depressive syndrome was found among women who were between the ages of 25 and 50. 
The association in this age group depended on race and on whether they had one or more jobs. 
Education, problem drinking, daily smoking, having one or more long-term medical illnesses, 
financial hardship and social support did not affect the association between single-mother status 
and major depressive syndrome. Single mothers were more likely to visit health professionals for 
mental problems than were married mothers. 

CONCLUSION: The difference between single and married mothers in the prevalence of major 
depression is age-specific. Single mothers who reported having had one or more jobs and who 
are non-white had an increased risk of having major depressive syndrome, compared to married 
mothers. Future studies need to replicate the findings of this analysis and investigate why single 
mothers with ethnic minority backgrounds and those who are working are at high risk of having 
depressive disorders. 

Wuest, Judy, M Ford-Gilboe, Marilyn Merrit-Gray, and H Berman. "Intrusion: The central 
problem for family health promotion among children and single mothers after leaving an 
abusive partner". Qualitative Health Research 1315: 597-622, 2003. 

Like other single-parent families, those consisting of mothers and their children who leave 
abusive partners/fathers are broadly viewed as deficient, high-risk structures in which children 
are susceptible to multiple problems. The mechanisms of strength and vulnerability in these 
families are poorly understood, and, consequently, their health promotion processes remain 
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virtually unexplored. In a feminist grounded theory study of health promotion processes of 
single-parent families after leaving abusive partners/fathers, the authors discovered intrusion to 
be the basic social problem as families strive to promote health in the aftermath of abuse. The 
authors discuss the complex nature of intrusion, demonstrating how health is socially 
determined, and the challenges of health promotion in terms of the issues and dilemmas faced by 
study families and consider implications for health promotion knowledge and practice. 
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OBJECTIVES: To investigate the importance of both individual and neighbourhood 
socioeconomic characteristics for health care utilization. :rvt:ETHODS: Various linkage 
procedures generated a longitudinal dataset with information on 2,116 Nova Scotians, their 
residential neighbourhoods, 8 years of health care utilization and vital status. Unilevel and 
multilevel regression analyses were employed to examine the effects of both individual and 
neighbourhood characteristics on health care use. RESULTS: Individual income and education 
determined physician and hospital use. Also, neighbourhood characteristics, specifically average 
income and percentage of single mother families, were found to determine health care use. When 
considering individual and neighbourhood characteristics simultaneously, individual income and 
education detennined physician and hospital use independently, while neighbourhood income 
determined physician use independently. CONCLUSIONS: Both individual and neighbourhood 
socioeconomic characteristics determine health care use. Acknowledging this allows better 
targeting of health policy and planning, and enables more accurate needs-based resource 
allocation. 
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Jay Turner. "Single parenthood, poverty, and the behaviours of mothers and children: a 
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Canadian and Australian social policies". AIFS Conference paper. 1996. 

This paper illustrates that neither paying mothers to care for their children at home nor pushing 
them into the labour market has reduced high poverty rates among sole mothers. Governments 
need to deal with earning disparities between mothers and fathers, the shortage of child care, and 
the lack of full-time permanent jobs. 
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6/1: 1-5, 2000. Retrieved from 
http://www 11.sdc.gc.ca/en/cs/sp/arb/publications/bulletins/2000-000007 /pageO 1.shtml 

Several researchers have recently pointed out that poverty in Canada is by nature dynamic. The 
poor move in and out of poverty according to changes in family structure and labour market 
conditions. Some members of the press have seized on these findings to call for abandonment of 
the notion that the poor tend to get stuck in poverty and dependence. But the Applied Research 
Branch (ARB) in ongoing research and Ross Finnie of Queen's University in a forthcoming ARB 
working paper find two distinct groups among the poor in Canada. One group does experience 
poverty as a short-term condition. However, a second group experiences poverty as a much 
longer-term situation and they constitute a growing proportion of the poor. Three high-risk 
groups-lone parents, immigrants landed in Canada less than 10 years ago and persons with 
disabilities-are those most likely to head poor families in any given year. Families headed by 
members of these groups had an average poverty rate of 43.3 percent in 1997 compared to 8.7 
percent for all other families. Etc. · 
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A measure of the capacity of each adult within a given family to generate annual earnings based 
on full-time, year-long employment (at least 50 weeks) was developed using data from the 
Survey of Consumer Finances. This measure, which attempts to take into account characteristics 
related to the human capital of the working-age population, was converted into potential full­
time income and then compared with Statistics Canada's Low Income Cut-offs (base-year 1992). 
The calculations of potential family income were adjusted for certain limiting factors (e.g., 
disability, full-time study) affecting some of the working-age population. 
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perspective". 2001. Retrieved from: http://www.ccsd.ca/pubs/2001/povertypp.htm 

This position paper briefly presents the Canadian Council on Social Development's perspective 
on poverty lines, with recommendations to Statistics Canada and the federal , provincial and 
territorial governments. The CCSD is a leading social research and advocacy organization with 
particular expertise in the study of poverty. 
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http://www .swc-cfc.gc.ca/pubs/0662653327/200 1 02_0662653327 _6_e.html 

This study was motivated by the changes to the administration and funding of social programs 
across Canada since 1995-changes that were brought about by the introduction of the Canada 
Health and Social Transfer (CHST). Taking into consideration the current social policy climate 
and the resulting modifications to economic security programs, we examine the predictors of low 
income among women and the life circumstances that led them into and out of poverty. We 
argue that choices about work and family are best understc;>od within a life-course perspective 
that recognizes systemic gender inequality. Thus, we examine whether assumptions of gender 
neutrality within social policies inadvertently increase women's economic insecurity by not 
taking their unique family and work experiences into account. 

Dooley, Martin. "Women, children, and low income in Canada". Canadian Public Policy. 
20/4: 40-443, 1994. 
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Perspectives on Social Welfare, Second Edition. Carol Baines, Patricia Evans, and 
Sheila Neysmith. Eds. Toronto: Oxford University Press. 1998. 

Most caring work in our society is done by women. This work is often hidden in the roles of 
mothers, daughters, and wives and is undervalued outside the home as women work in the 
community as volunteers, in the 'caring' professions, and in low-wage jobs in hospitals, childcare 
centers, and homemaking services. 

In the second edition of Women's Caring, a groundbreaking feminist perspective on social 
welfare in Canada, the editors and their contributors have added three new chapters- on women 
of color, women abused in intimate relationships, and Canada's live-in caregiver policy. As well, 
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the entire book has been widely updated and revised to reflect the changed legal, political, and 
policy context and the growing literature on the formal paid and informal unpaid caring work 
that women perform. 
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(Market Poverty) of Canadian Families With Children, 1982-1993. Ottawa: Applied 
Research Branch, Strategic Policy, Human Resources Development Canada. Working 
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Understanding poverty has suffered in the past from a lack of information about the dynamics of 
low income; how many people enter and leave low income each year, how long people stay 
poor, what circumstances accompany entry into and exit out of low income; the characteristics of 
the long-term poor. As a result, policy has suffered, most essentially because people for whom 
low income is a temporary setback need different support from those for whom poverty is a 
long-term condition. 

This study, the first general analysis of its type, explores the dynamics of poverty in Canada over 
the 1992/96 period using the recently developed Longitudinal Administrative Databank (LAD). 
Among the observations this database makes possible are the relationships between changes in 
family status and income: becoming a single parent and leaving home as a young adult are, for 
example; strongly associated with entry into low income, while becoming attached is strongly 
associated with leaving low income for both unattached individuals and single parents 
(especially women). Other interesting observations are the increasingly greater likelihood of 
remaining poor as time in poverty increases, and the greater success in staying out of low income 
as time since a previous low-income spell increases. 

Among the most striking findings is that the population in low income consists of two quite 
different groups. For half of those in low income at any time during the period studied, this was 
a temporary experience. By contrast, the other half were in poverty on a long-term basis (more 
than half the time) and some 40 percent were in poverty throughout the entire period. This latter 
group, which represents 6 percent of the total population studied, presents special policy 
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challenges, but if measures such as training and other forms of assistance in entering the labor 
market could be made to work, it also offers the greatest opportunity to reduce poverty rates on a 
permanent basis. 

The findings also reveal that personal characteristics and past low-income experience could help 
policymakers identify the population at risk of chronic low-income status and thereby effectively 
target policy measures. To this end, a mixture of interventions, both "carrots" and "sticks" (but in 
a "kinder, gentler" form than found in recent US reforms) and a strong labour market, are needed 
to reduce poverty in Canada, thus serving both equity and efficiency goals to which individuals 
across the political spectrum might agree. 
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This paper examines two related but distinct phenomena in Canada: 1) The tendency for certain 
neighbourhoods to be disproportionately income poor and to account for a substantial share of 
total poverty within the urban areas containing them. 2) The extent to which certain 
neighbourhoods, whether or not they have high rates of income poverty, suffer from multiple 
indicators of social distress including high proportions of children growing up in lone parent 
families, low levels of full-time school attendance among young people, high levels of 
dependence on government transfer payments as a source of income and low rates of year-round 
full-time adult male employment. 
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An Exploration of the Stress Experience of Mi 'kmaq On-reserve Female Youth in Nova Scotia 
(2001) examines physical stressors (e.g., being overweight), mental stressors (e.g., depression, 
self-esteem, and emotional health) and stressors related to social relationships. The overall goal 
of this study was to identify policy and programs that might be effective in reducing the negative 
stress of young Mi 'kmaq women. A second goal was to develop research expertise in First 
Nations organizations and communities. To capture gender differences and similarities, 
Mi'kmaq females' stress experiences were compared to those of male youth on reserve. The 
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perspectives of professionals working in youth services were also sought and compared to those 
of the male and female youth groups. An all-female, on-reserve Youth Advisory Group reviewed 
the research process, advised us on the content of interviews, and contributed to a description of 
stressors for their peers. 
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In this paper, we investigate the extent to which Canadians were exposed to low income during 
the 1993-1996 period. Our main findings are the following. First, while 1 in 10 Canadians live in 
families with low income in a given year, as many as 1 in 5 are exposed to at least one year of 
low income during a 4-year interval. Second, 1 in 20 Canadians are exposed to low income for 4 
consecutive years. Third, 40% to 60% of individuals who fall into low income in a given year 
will no longer have low income the following year. Fourth, some spells of low income last a 
long time: of all spells started in 1994, 30% lasted 3 years or more. Fifth, Canadians who are the 
most susceptible to low income tend to be young; to have little education; to be students and to 
live as unattached individuals or in lone-parent families. As well, Canadians facing disabilities 
that entail work limitations, those who are members of visible minorities (when considering the 
exposure to 4 years of low income) or who have immigrated in or after 1977 tend to experience 
low income. Sixth, high probabilities of being exposed to low income do not necessarily imply 
high income gaps, that is, the average income of those in low income may be quite close to the 
low income cut-off. As a result, a complete understanding of the extent to which Canadians are 
exposed to low income requires an analysis of both the probabilities of being exposed and the 
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Chapter 2, 2001 . 

Despite substantial economic growth in the OECD area during .recent decades, a significant 
portion of the population consists of individuals whose household income does not support 
living conditions considered adequate in their country of residence. Individuals living under such 
conditions are typically labelled as being in poverty, even if their physical subsistence needs can 
be met. Although the exact standards for assessing poverty vary from country to country, 
reducing the incidence and persistence of poverty is a goal shared by all. Attainment of this goal 
is complicated by the diversity of poverty experiences across individuals and countries. Many 
analyses of poverty focus on its level at one or a few points in time. This approach provides 
useful information about the extent of poverty and how it differs over time and across countries, 
but it typically says little about individual poverty experiences and therefore the best approach to 
poverty reduction. Some individuals experience only a single, short spell of poverty, while 
others are caught in a poverty trap. The shares of transitory versus persistent poverty may vary 
substantially across countries, as may the relationship of poverty persistence to personal, family, 
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Norene Pupo, Frank Reid, and Jean-Bernard Robichaud. Using a framework of four broad 
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and others can do to improve family security in light of the new socioeconomic realities. 

VOLUME ill- Volume III is a final statement from the Directors Group of the National Forum 
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This research report documents the housing concerns of women living on low incomes in 
Victoria, Regina and Saint John, and proposes housing policy options for urban policy makers to 
consider in addressing these concerns. While the goals sound simple, this policy-oriented action 
research project has turned out to be a complex and challenging one. 
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If your job requires any knowledge about income statistics or poverty data, this is the book you 
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Dynamics (SLID): (a) under-reporting of the monthly number of beneficiaries; and (b) a 
tendency to incorrectly report receiving benefits throughout the year, while in fact benefits may 
have been received only in certain months, leading to artificial spikes in the January starts and 
December terminations of benefit spells (seam effect). The results of the analysis show the 
following: 

(I) The rate of under-reporting of EI in SLID is about 15%. Although it varies by month (from 
0% to 30% ), it is fairly stable from year to year. 
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Stephenson, Marylee, and Ruth Emery. Living Beyond the Edge: the Impact of Trends in Non­
Standard Work on Single/Lone-Parent Mothers. Ottawa: Status of Women Canada. 
2003. 

An empirical study of the impacts of the trends in the labour force (the increased use of non­
standard, contingent working patterns) have on single/lone parents. 

Vosko, Leah. ''Irregular workers, new involuntary social exiles: women and UI reform". 
Remaking Canadian Social Policy: Social Security in the late 1990's. Jane Pulkingham 
and Gordon Ternowetsky, Eds. Halifax: Fernwood Publishing, 1996. 

This book critically examines the changing landscape of Canadian social policy that is taking 
place as a result of the Liberal government's Social Security Review (SSR) and recent budgets. 
The objective is to provide an alternative venue to the "official" consultation process of the SSR, 
while at the same time providing input into the rebuilding of Canadian social programs. Major 
factors that led to the SSR are examined: the role of the Minister of Finance, the fiscal power and 
moral authority of the federal state in a decentralized nation, globalization and labour market 
restructuring, the concept of workfare, the impact on women, the role of "popular sector" groups 
and the future of the welfare state. 

Wilk, Piotr. "Women's employment transitions and changes in psychological distress". 
Canadian Studies in Population. 28/2: 513-533. 

The effect of employment on women's psychological well being has become an important issue 
in the sociology of mental health. Although work-for-pay is thought to have an overall postiive 
impact on women's psychological well being, not all women equally experience this positive 
effect. The objective of this study is to assess the effect oftransitions in employment status on 
changes in psychological distress among women in two types of family setting: lone parent 
families and married couple families (including common-law unions). Using a framework which 
combines a longitudinal design with a structural equation modelling multigroup analysis, the 
current study indicates clearly that the employment transitions and employment stability have no 
uniform effect on the mental health of all mothers. Specifically, transition into employment 
offers a significant reduction in feelings of distress only. among married mothers. Single mothers, 
in contrast are found to experience a significant increase in the level of distress when they move 
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out of employment. The results of this study point to some advantages of longitudinal research 
designs over cross-section designs. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Children and Youth 

Amato, Paul. "The consequences of divorce for adults and children". Journal of Marriage and 
the Family. 62/4: 1269-1287, 2000. 

I use a divorce-stress-adjustment perspective to summarize and organize the empirical literature 
on the consequences of divorce for adults and children. My review draws on research in the 
1990s to answer five questions: How do individuals from married and divorced families differ in 
well-being? Are these differences due to divorce or to selection? Do these differences reflect a 
temporary crisis to which most people gradually adapt or stable life strains that persist more or 
less indefinitely? What factors mediate the effects of divorce on individual adjustment? And 
finally, what are the moderators (protective factors) that account for individual variability in 
adjustment to divorce? In general, the accumulated research suggests that marital dissolution has 
the potential to create considerable turmoil in people's lives. But people vary greatly in their 
reactions. Divorce benefits some individuals, leads others to experience temporary decrements in 
well-being, and forces others on a downward trajectory from which they might never recover 
fully. Understanding the contingencies under which divorce leads to these diverse outcomes is a 
priority for future research. 

Appell, A. "On fixing 'bad' mothers and saving their children". "Bad" Mothers: the Politics 
of Blame in Twentieth-Century America. M. Ladd-Taylor and L. Umansky, Eds. 356-
380 New York: New York University Press, 1998. 

On the whole book: Twenty-six entries that explore the development, the functions, and the often 
devastating repercussions of mother-blaming in twentieth-century America. Many are by 
historians; pieces by literary scholars, psychologists, journalists, sociologists and legal scholars 
are also included. 

The editors' beautifully-written introduction summarizes recent scholarship on motherhood, 
1600--present; situates twentieth-century mother-blaming as the product of specific historic 
forces; and explains how the cultural misogyny [End Page 501] undergirding mother-blame 
works to elide broader social analysis. The remainder of the volume demonstrates how mother­
blame has functioned throughout the century. 

Aquilino, William. "The life course of children born to unmarried mothers: childhood living 
arrangements and young adult outcomes". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 58/2: 
293-310, 1996. 

Impact of childhood living arrangements on young adult life course factors such as high school 
completion, enrolment in post secondary education, residential independence, and entry into the 
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labour force. Compared with their peers reared by never-married mothers, illegimate children 
reared by grandparents, or other kin, or in a stepfamily did not appear to lead more successful 
lives. Only when their mothers married their biological fathers or put them up for adoption did 
children born out of wedlock move significantly ahead of peers reared by never-married 
mothers. 

Arditti, Joyce. "Rethinking relationships between divorced mothers and their children: 
capitalizing on family strengths." Family Relations. 48/2: 109-119, 1999. 

Examines qualitative aspects of mother-child relationships, such as mothers being viewed as 
friends. 

Biblarz, Timothy, and Adrian Raftery. "Family structure, educational attainment, and socio­
economic success: 'Rethinking the 'Pathology of Matriarchy"'. American Journal of 
Sociology. 105: 321-365, 1999. 

Children's attainment is determined mostly by parental investment, and the effect of family 
structure on children's socio-economic success is not expected to change over time. 

"At risk populations: children of single mothers face poverty, less access to healthcare and 
education". Health and Medicine Weekly, page 46, December 22, 2003. 

No abstract available 

Case, Anne, and Christina Paxson. Mothers and Others: Who Invests in Children's Health? 
Cambridge, MA: National Bureau of Economic Research. No date. 

We estimate the impact of family structure on investments made in children's health, using data 
from the 1988 National Health Interview Survey Child Health Supplement. Controlling for 
household size, income and characteristics, we find that children living with step mothers are 
significantly less likely to have routine doctor and dentist visits, or to have a place for usual 
medical care, or for sick care. If children living with step mothers have regular contact with their 
birth mothers, however, their health care does not suffer relative to that reported for children 
who reside with their birth mothers. In addition to health investments, we find a significant effect 
of step mothers on health-related behaviors: children living with step mothers are significantly 
less likely to wear seatbelts, and are significantly more likely to be living with a cigarette 
smoker. We cannot reject that investments for children living with birth fathers and step mothers 
are the same as those made by birth fathers living alone with their children. Who invests in 
children's health? It appears these investments are made, largely, by a child's mother, and that 
step mothers are not substitutes for birth mothers in this domain. 
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Caspi, A., Wright, B. R. E., Moffitt, T. E., & Silva, P. "Early failure in the labor market: 
Childhood and adolescent predictors of unemployment in the transition to adulthood". 
American Sociological Review, 63, 424-451. 1998. 

Family conflict and structure as predictors of unemployment. 

Cooksey, Elizabeth, Elizabeth Menaghan, and Susan Jekielek. "Life course effects of work and 
family circumstances on children". Social Forces. 76/2: 637-676. 1997. 

Children who live with both biological parents experience fewer behavioural problems than 
those who live only with their mother or with a stepfather. Maternal resources found to influence 
children's well-being by affecting the shape of family and work conditions. 

Cooper, Helen, Sara Arber, and Chirs Smaje. "Social class or deprivation? Structural factors 
and children's longstanding illness in the 1990's". Sociology of Health and Illness. 
20/3: 289-311, 1998. 

The relationship between children's chronic illness and social class was found to be non­
significant. Housing and family work status was, however, explanatory variables. 

DeHaan, Laura, and Shelley MacDermid. "The relationship of individual and family factors to 
the psychological well-being of junior high students living in urban poverty". 
Adolescence. 33: 73-89. 1998. 

The authors find identity development to be negatively correlated with economic hardship; and 
positively correlated with psychological adjustment. 

Downey, Douglas, James Ainsworth-Darnell, Mikaela Dufur. "Sex of parent and children's 
well-being in single-parent households." Journal of Marriage and the Family. 60/4: 
878-893, 1998. 

Do women and men play unique roles in shaping children's well-being? If so, we should note 
important differences between offspring living with single mothers and those living with single 
fathers. To date, researchers have been unable to assess this claim satisfactorily because they 
have lacked generalizable data with detailed information about adolescents in both single-mother 
and single-father households. We compare well-being among youths living in single-mother and 
single-father households using the 1990 wave of the National Education Longitudinal Study and 
among adults raised by single parents using data from the General Social Surveys, 1972-1994. 
Our results highlight how single mothers and single fathers differ from each other in ways that 
often predate their family structure but suggest that there is little evidence that offspring are 
better off or develop particular characteristics in one household versus the other. We suggest that 
theorists have overemphasized the role of parent's sex in. youths' development at the expense of 
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understanding more structural explanations for the association between family structure and 
well-being. 

Duncan, Greg, Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, W. Jean Yeung, and Judith Smith. "How much does 
childhood poverty affect the life chances of children?" American Sociological Review. 
63: 406-423, 1998. 

Timing of childhood poverty found to be important for educational outcomes. 

Folbre, N. Who pays for kids? Gender and structures of constraint. London: Routledge. 
1994. 

Who Pays for the Kids? looks at how ~omen bear a disproportionate amount of the costs of 
caring for children. Nancy Folbre demonstrates the inadequacies of traditional explanations for 
this inequality and offers an alternative analysis of individual choices within interlocking 
structures of constraint based on gender, sex, age, nation, race and class. Folbre maps out the 
complex relationship between the family, the market and the state. She compares political 
movements, state policies and social welfare in three regions of the world with very different 
race and class relations: the United States, Northwestern Europe and Latin America and the 
Caribbean. A brilliant synthesis of feminist theory and political economy, Who Pays for the 
Kids? explains why modem capitalist economies undervalue children and reinforce inequalities 
based on gender and age. 

Folbre, N. "Leave no child behind?" The American Prospect, 12, 2001. 

Looks at how families with children are treated at different income levels. 

Heyman, S. J. , Earle, A. (1999). "The impact of welfare reform on parents' ability to care for 
their children's health". American Journal of Public Health, 89 (4), 502-505. 

In comparison with mothers who had never received welfare, mothers who had been on Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children were more likely to be caring for at least 1 child with a 
chronic condition (37% vs 21%, respectively). Yet, they were more likely to lack sick leave for 
the entire time they worked (36% vs 20%) and less likely to receive other paid leave or 
flexibility. If current welfare recipients face similar conditions when they return to work, many 
will face working conditions that make it difficult or impossible to succeed in the labor force at 
the same time as meeting their children's health and developmental needs. 

Jekielek, Susan. "Parental conflict, marital disruption and children's emotional well-being". 
Social Forces. 76/3: 905-35, 1998. 

Children from divorced or separated families have higher levels of distress; this distress 
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diminishes over time. Children with higher levels of family income, and those whose mother 
had a high school education only, experienced lower levels of depression. 

Levine, Judith, Harold Pollack, and Maureen Comfort. "Academic and behavioural outcomes 
among the children of young mothers". Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern 
University/University of Chicago, Working Paper 193,2000. 

In this paper, we use newly available data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth to 
investigate the effects of early motherhood on academic and behavioral outcomes for children 
born to early child bearers. We find that early motherhood's strong negative correlation with 
children's test scores and positive correlation with children's grade repetition is almost entirely 
explained by pre-birth individual and family background factors of teen mothers themselves. 
However, early childbearing is associated indirectly with reduced children's test scores through 
its linkage to family size (and thus to child birth order). We find a different pattern in predicting 
fighting, truancy, early sexual activity, and other problem behaviors among adolescent and 
young adult offspring. For these behaviors, maternal age-at-first-birth remains an important risk­
factor even after controlling for a wide range ofbackground factors and maternal characteristics. 
These results highlight the diverse pathways through which teen parenting might influence 
subsequent child well-being and social perfonnance. 

Lichter, Daniel. "Poverty and inequality among children". Annual Review of Sociology. 23: 
121-145, 1997. 

The purpose of this review is to place the changing economic circumstances of American 
children in proper perspective - a comparative one. The objective is to define and evaluate 
current absolute and relative definitions of children's changing economic deprivation and 
poverty. A comparative stance is necessary for accurately gauging the economic well-being of 
children across societies and for different subgroups of the population (e.g. racial and ethnic 
minority children). It is also required if we are to effectively monitor the changing well-being of 
children and measure the economic impact of public policy initiatives, including nascent state 
welfare reform legislation. This paper sets current policy debates within a broader historical or 
international perspective and identifies those factors or circumstances - such as the rise in 
female-headed families and declining real wages among less skilled young adults- that have 
contributed to the currently high levels of relative. economic deprivation among children. Finally, 
this review stresses the increasingly important but often neglected topic of growing inequality in 
the economic circumstances of America's children. 

Lipman, Ellen, MH Boyle, Martin Dooley, and DR Offord. "Child well-being in single-mother 
families". Journal of American Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. 4111: 75-82, 2002. 

No abstract available 
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Lundberg, Olle. "Childhood conditions, sense of coherence, social class and adult ill health: 
exploring their theoretical and empirical relations". Social Science and Medicine. 44/6: 
821-831. 

Article demonstrates that class inequalities and adult health are influenced by childhood 
conditions and sense of coherence, not simply poverty. 

Manning, W. D., & Smock, P. J. "Children's living arrangements in unmarried-mother families". 
Journal of Family Issues, 18, 526-544. 1997. 

No abstract available 

McLanahan, Sara, and Gary Sandefur. Growing Up with a Single Parent: What Hurts, What 
Helps. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University. 1994. 

More than half of all children in the current generation will live in a single-parent family--and 
these children will not fare as well as their peers who live with both parents. This is the clear and 
urgent message of this powerful book. Based on four national surveys and drawing on more than 
a decade of research, Growing Up with a Single Parent elucidates the connection between family 
structure and a child's prospects for success. 

Miller, Jasmine. "The lone danger: statistics and headlines seem to spell doom for the children 
of single parents. What's the real story?" Today's Parent. 18/2: 66, 2001. 

No abstract available 

Pong, Suet-Ling, Jaap Dronkers, and Gillian Mapden-Thompson. "Family policies and 
children's school achievement in single- versus two-parent families". Journal of 
Marriage and the Family. 65/3: 681-699. 2003. 

We investigate the gap in math and science achievement of third- and fourth-graders who live 
with a single parent versus those who live with two parents in 11 countries. The United States 
and New Zealand rank last among the countries we compare in terms of the equality of 
achievement between children from single-parent families and those from two-parent homes. 
Following a multilevel analysis, we find single parenthood to be less detrimental when family 
policies equalize resources between single- and two-parent families. In addition, the single- and 
two-parent achievement gap is greater in countries where single-parent families are more 
prevalent. We conclude that national family policies can offset the negative academic outcomes 
of single parenthood. 
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Morris, P. A., & Gennetian, L. A. "Identifying the effects of income on children' s development 
using experimental data". Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 716-729. 2003. 

No abstract available 

Powell, Brian, and Douglas Downey. "Living in single-parent households: an investigation of 
the same-sex hypothesis". American Sociological Review. 62/4: 521-539, 1997. 

Examines whether children who live with their same-sex parent are in a better situation than 
those who live with their oppositely-sexed parent and finds there is no benefit to living with the 
same-sex parent. 

Pong, S., Dronkers, J., & Hampden-Thompson, G. "Family policies and children's school 
achievement in single- versus two-parent families." Journal of Marriage and Family, 
65,. 681-699. 2003. 

No abstract available 

Ram, Bali, and Feng Hou. "Changes in family structure and child outcomes: roles of economic 
and familial resources". The Policy Studies Journal. 31: 309-330, 2003. 

Children in step-families and lone-parent families found to have the same effects on children's 
emotional-behavioural outcomes. Family resources found to be a strong predictor of outcomes. 

Scheiwe, Kirsten. "Caring and paying for children and gender inequalities: institutional 
configurations in comparative perspective". Journal of Family History. 28/1 : 182-198. 
2003. 

Both family law and social law have an impact on the situation of families . This has held true 
since the times of the "poor law" (when family law was certainly more relevant for the wealthy 
and mighty strata of the population). Nowadays, other rules (such as those of labor law and tax 
law) and welfare state institutions come into play. In analyzing legal change, this interaction 
between family law and welfare law has to be taken into account. From this perspective, this 
article endeavors to answer the following question: how do institutions distribute the costs of 
children in terms of money and work between various actors, and what is the relevance of the 
rules for gender inequalities? The changes in the similarities and differences of the institutional 
configurations in four countries (Belgium, Federal Republic of Germany, Sweden, and United 
Kingdom) are reviewed for the past decades. 

Simons, Ronald, Kuei-Hsiu, Leslie Gordon, Rand Conger, and Frederick Lorenz. "Explaining 
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the higher incidence of adjustment problems among children of divorce compared with 
those in two-parent families". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 61: 1020-1033, 
1999. 

Mother's parenting skills and maternal depression had a great impact on externalizing and 
internalizing problems for boy children, and only affected externalizing problems for girls. 
Divorce increases girls' risk of depression. 

Spruijt, Ed, and Martijn de Goede. "Transitions in Family Structure and Well-being". 
Adolescence. 32/128: 897-911. 1997. 

Young people from single parent families experience more unemployment; poorer health; more 
relationship problems. Being a member of a two-parent family is more important to well-being 
that the number of structural transitions with which one has been confronted. 

Teachman, J. "Childhood living arrangements and the formation of coresidential unions." 
Journal of Marriage and Family, 65, 507-524. 2003. 

No abstract available 

Vandewater, Elizabeth, and Jennifer Lansford. "Influences of family structure and parental 
conflict on children's well-being". Family Relations. 47:323-330, 1998. 

Children in high conflict families had greater internalising problems than children in low conflict 
families; family structure had little influence on internalising problems. 

Education 

Grubb, W. Norton. Evaluating Job Training Programs in the United States: Evidence and 
Explanations. Berkeley: National Center for Research in Vocational Education, 1995. 

No abstract available 

Heinrich, Carolyn. Aiding Welfare-to-work Transitions: Lessons from JTPA on the Cost­
effectiveness of Education and Training Services. Chicago Joint Center for Poverty 
Research, Working Paper, 1998. 

A growing consensus is emerging that under PRWORA, more disadvantaged welfare recipients 
are failing to retain jobs and are not earning enough to rise above the poverty level, even when 
working full-time. In this study, I draw primarily on the experiences of welfare recipients who 
participated in JTPA programs to address the central research question: What are the most cost-
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effective education and training services to aid individuals making the transition from welfare to 
economic self-sufficiency? The study findings suggest that if afforded access, formal on-the-job 
training and vocational training in technical/professional fields might substantially and cost­
effectively increase the labor market success of more disadvantaged T ANF recipients. Before or 
while they are engaged in these training activities, however, they need to acquire the basic 
educational skills that will enable their success in training and unsubsidized employment. 
Younger participants with little or no work experience or labor attachment, (and lower 
opportunity costs of participating), should be targeted for these services. 

LaLonde, Robert J. "The Promise of Public Sector-sponsored Training Programs." Journal of 
Economic Perspectives 912: 149-168., 1995. 

As concern about workers' skills has risen, so has interest in the role that government training 
programs might play in addressing 'America's workforce crisis.' One way to gauge whether 
increased reliance on these programs will substantially improve the skills of the workforce is to 
examine the impact of past programs. The evidence from these programs indicates that, although 
the gains were. small, for the most part we got what we paid for. This outcome should not be 
surprising because investments in training were exceedingly modest compared to the skill 
deficiencies that policymakers have been trying to address. Copyright 1995 by American 
Economic Association. 

Van Stone, Nadine, Ron Nelson, and Joan Niemann. "Poor single-mother college students' 
views on the effect of some primary sociological and psychological belief factors on 
their academia success". The Journal of Higher Education. 6515: 571-584, 1994. 

The central goal of this project was to study poor single mother college students' views of the 
effect of some primary sociological factors (that is, support of other students, family, faculty, 
and university services) and psychological belief factors (that is, personal ambition, effort and 
discipline, prior knowledge and experience, and self-confidence) on their academic success. 
Another goal of this study was to assess whether or not some of the demographic characteristics 
(for example, number and age of children) of these students moderated their evaluations of the 
relative importance of these factors to their educational success. 

Wu, Zheng, and Lindy MacNeill. "Education, work and childbearing after age 30". Journal of 
Comparative Family Studies. 33/2: 191-213, 2002. 

No abstract available 
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General 

Anonymous. "The real Murphy Brown speaks out". Fonune. 129/8: 94, 1994. 

No abstract available 

Arendell, T. "Conceiving and investigating motherhood: The decade's scholarship." Journal of 
Marriage and the Family, 62, 1192-1207. 2000. 

Mothering and motherhood are the subjects of a rapidly expanding body of literature. 
Considered in this decade review are two predominant streams in this work. One is the 
theorizing of mothering and motherhood and the other is the empirical study of the mothering 
experience. Conceptual developments have been propelled particularly by feminist scholarship, 
including the increasing attention to race and ethnic diversity and practices. The 
conceptualizations of the ideology of intensive mothering and of maternal practice are among the 
significant contributions. Study of mothering has focused attention on a wide array of specific 
topics and relationships among variables, including issues of maternal well-being, maternal 
satisfaction and distress, and employment. 

Blum, Linda, and Theresa Deussen. "Negotiating independent motherhood: working-class 
African American women talk about marriage and motherhood". Gender & Society. 
10/2, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Bock, Jane. "Doing the right thing? Single mothers by choice and the struggle for legitimacy". 
Gender & Society. 14/1, 2000. 

No abstract available 

Bumpass, Larry, and Kelly Raley. "Redefining single-parent families: cohabitation and 
changing family reality". Demography. 32/1: 97-109, 1995. 

Due to changes in nonmarital fertility and unmarried cohabitation, the definitions of single­
parent families should be based on living arrangements rather than on parents' marital status. 

Bums, Alisa, and Cathy Scott. Mother-headed Families and Why They Have Increased. 
Hillsadale, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum, 1994. 

No abstract available 
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Carlson, Marcia, and Sara McLanahan. "Shared parenting in fragile families" . Joint Centre 
for Poverty research, Northwestern University/University of Chicago, Working paper 
263. 2002. 

This paper uses data from the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study to examine the 
frequency of parent-child interaction in several areas across a range of family types. Overall, we 
find that few individual characteristics of mothers or fathers are consistently associated with how 
often parents engage in activities with their one-year-old children. The nature of parents' 
relationship, however, does appear to be important for parenting. Non-resident fathers exhibit 
significantly lower levels of interaction with their children in activities such as care giving, 
playing and cognitive stimulation, than resident fathers. In addition, the father's supportiveness 
toward the mother affects several mother-child and father-child activities. Future research with a 
larger sample and a greater number of comparable parenting items will be useful for improving 
our understanding of how mother-father relationships, mothers' parenting, and fathers' parenting 
are linked to each other and, ultimately, to children's wellbeing. 

Carlson, Marcia, Sara McLanahan, and Paula England. "Union formation and Stability in 
Fragile families". Joint Centre for Poverty research, Northwestern University/ University 
of Chicago, Working paper 260. 2002. 

A vast number of studies have examined the predictors of marriage and marital dissolution, and 
more recent studies have explored entry into and exit from cohabiting unions. At the same time, 
much attention has been paid to the rise in nonmarital childbearing and single motherhood. Yet, 
far less is known about a topic at the intersection of these two research literatures, namely the 
predictors of union formation, stability and change among couples that have children outside of 
marriage. Much of the research on union formation does not include unwed parents or explore 
the link between the timing of childbearing and relationship transitions. Most of the research on 
single mothers has focused exclusively on the mother-child dyad, with little recognition of the 
potential or actual role of the father in the lives of mothers or children. New research shows that 
more than four-fifths of unmarried couples are in a romantic relationship at the time they have a 
child, and just under half are living together (McLanahan et al., forthcoming). These findings 
suggest that many unmarried parents and their children are in "family- like" relationships, at 
least initially. Thus, researcher need to consider the factors associated with both stability and 
change in parents? relationships over time. 

Beyond its importance for family demography and sociology, the topic of family stability and 
change among unwed parents is particularly timely from a policy perspective because the 1996 
welfare reform placed limits on the receipt of public assistance for mothers on welfare, the vast 
majority of whom are unmarried. Some policy analysts have suggested that marriage may 
obviate the economic disadvantage among low- income women. In order to understand the 
possible role for marriage, it is critical to understand the characteristics associated with entry 
into marital versus nonmarital unions, as well as factors that influence the relationship 
trajectories of couples that have a child outside of marriage. In this paper, we use new data from 
the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study to examine patterns of union formation among 
new unwed parents - first by looking at differences in parents? relationship status at birth, and 
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then by looking at what happens to relationships one year following the birth. This paper 
provides an initial investigation into family formation among unmarried parents; as additional 
data from the Fragile Families Study become available, we will be able to explore this topic 
using longitudinal data on the full sample. 

Coley, Rebekah Levine, and Jodi Morris. "Comparing father and mother reports of father 
involvement among low-income minority families". Joint Centre for Poverty Research, 
Northwestern University/ University of Chicago, Working Paper 240, 2001. 

Currently available data and concerns over the validity of mother reports significantly truncate 
the ability of researchers to address a myriad of research questions concerning father 
involvement. This study aims to inform this concern by examining predictors of father 
involvement and father-mother discrepancies in reports of involvement within a low-income, 
predominantly minority sample of families with both residential and nonresidential fathers (N = 
228). Paired HLM models are used to control for the interrelation between pairs of reporters. 
Results indicate that although father and mother reports are similar, mothers consistently report 
lower levels of involvement than do fathers. Parental conflict, fathers- nonresidence, father age, 
as well as mother education and employment predicted greater discrepancy across father and 
mother reports. Implications for future research and policy are addressed. 

DeLeire, Thomas, and Ariel Kalil. "Good things come in threes: single-parent 
multigenerational family structure and adolescent adjustment". Joint Centre for Poverty 
Research, Northwestern University/University of Chicago, Working Paper 242, 2001. 

Using data from the National Educational Longitudinal Study (NELS), we find that teenagers 
living in non-married families are less likely to graduate from high school or attend college, 
more likely to smoke or drink, and more likely to initiate sexual activity. However, not all non­
married families are alike. In particular, teenagers living with their single mother and with at 
least one grandparent in a multigenerational household have developmental outcomes that are at 
least as good and often better than outcomes of teenagers in married families. These findings 
obtain controlling for a wide array of economic resources, parenting behavior, and home and 
school characteristics. 

Demo, D. H. , & Cox, M. J . "Families with children: A review of research in the 1990s." journal 
of Marriage and the Family, 62, 876-895. 2000. 

No abstract available 

Driscoll, Anne, Gesine Hearn, Jeffrey Evans, Kristin Moore, Barbara Sugland, and Vaughn 
Call. "Nonmarital childbearing among adult women". Journal of Marriage and the 
Family. 6111: 178-187, 1999. 
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We look at fertility and economic outcomes of women with three types of nonmarital births and 
women who have marital births. The sample is from the National Survey of Families and House­
holds. Net of controls, married and unmarried women with a recent birth are equally likely to 
have another birth. Never-married and previously married mothers are more likely to have an­
other nonmarital birth than are other women. Additional nonmarital births to never-married 
women are associated with being on welfare, not being employed, and having low household 
mcome. 

East, Patricia. "Racial and ethnic differences in girls' sexual, marital and birth expectations". 
Journal of Marriage and the Family. 60/1 : 150-162, 1998. 

This study examines potential racial and ethnic differences in early adolescent girls' desired and 
perceived normative role timing and the extent to which various socioeconomic and family 
factors and school and job aspirations might be linked with girls' role-timing expectations. Using 
a racially and ethnically diverse sample, (n = 574; 183 Hispanics, 177 Blacks, 93 Whites, and 70 
Southeast Asians; Mage= 12.9), results indicated that young women of different races and 
ethnicities saw their life course unfold in different sequences based on different timetables and 
independent of their socioeconomic circumstances. Hispanics desired rapid transitions at a 
young age, and Southeast Asians desired more gradual transitions at an older age. Blacks 
perceived the greatest likelihood of nonmarital childbearing for themselves, the longest 
normative interval between first sex and first birth, but they desired the shortest interval between 
first marriage and first birth. Within-race regressions revealed that girls' future aspirations were 
important for their expected role timing, even within the context of socioeconomic disadvantage 
(welfare receipt, low family income). Findings suggest the importance of culture-specific age 
norms for motivating role timing and role sequencing in young women's lives. Young women of 
different races and ethnicities saw their life course unfold in different ways. 

Fineman, Martha. The Neutered Mother, the Sexual Family and Other Twentieth Century 
Tragedies. New York: Routeledge, 1995. 

Calling for nothing less than a radical reform of family law and a reconception of intimacy, The 
Neutered Mother, the Sexual Family, and Other Twentieth Century Tragedies undertakes an 
ambitious and even revolutionary rethinking of the law's approach to the family. 

This new book by one of America's foremost feminist legal theorists argues strongly against 
current legal and social policy discussions about the family because they do not have at their 
core the crucial concepts of caregiving and dependency, as well as the best interests of women 
and children. 

Unlike other work focusing on similar themes, The Neutered Mother argues that is the nurturing 
tie between mother and child, and not the sexual bond between husband and wife, that should be 
protected and subsidized as the center of society's concern for the ''family." Martha Fineman is 
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especially interested in pointing out the importance of nurturing work to the larger society as 
well as making a connection between mothering and other kinds of caregi ving. She explains that 
the symbol of the child may stand for the elderly, the ill or the disabled just as the symbol of the 
mother is not strictly tied to gender--women can choose not to be mothers (or caretakers) and 
men can become mothers when they do the caregiving work associated with motherhood. 

The Neutered Mother scrutinizes the definitions of family and mother throughout the volume 
while paying close attention to issues of race, class and sexuality. In addition, Fienman 
convincingly contests society's refusal to dignify, support and respond to the needs of caregivers 
and illustrates the burden they must bear due to this treatment. 

Fineman, Martha. The Autonomy Myth: A Theory of Dependency. New York: New Press; 
Signature Books Services. 2003 

Articulates a radical reconception of family: Rather than focusing on the bond between husband 
and wife, she proposed, society's first priority should be the tie between parent and child. 

Fineman, Martha. Mothers in Law: Feminism and the Legal Regulation of Motherhood. New 
York: Columbia University Press. 1995. 

No abstract available 

Flanagan, P. "Teen Mothers: Countering the Myths of Dysfunction and Developmental 
Disruption," Mothering Against the Odds: Diverse Voices of Contemporary Mothers. C. 
Coli, J. Surrey, and K. Weingarten, Eds. New York: Guilford Press: 238- 254. 1998. 

Through heartfelt and vivid accounts, Mothering Against the Odds illustrates the societal and 
personal barriers that challenge mothers from diverse, "untraditional" perspectives, as well as 
highlighting the unique strengths women use to overcome those barriers. 

Freeman, Richard, and Jane Waldfogel. "Dunning delinquent Dads: the effects of child support 
enforcement policy on child support receipt by never married women". Journal of 
Human Resources. 36/2: 207-225,2001. 

Since the mid-1970s, the number of single-parent families has increased greatly in the U.S., 
contributing to the nation's child poverty problem. In response, the federal government and 
various states have tried to increase child support payments from non-custodial parents. Using 
data from administrative records and from the child support modules in the Survey of Income 
Program and Participation (SIPP) and the April and March Current Population Surveys (CPS), 
we find that the proportion of never married mothers receiving child support rose sharply in the 
1980s and 1990s, with the largest increases in states where child support payment were 
particularly modest. Using within-state variation over time to determine the effect of policy on 
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child support payments, we estimate that increased government expenditures on child support 
policies are responsible for about one fifth of the upward trend. Our results show that child 
support expenditures and tougher child support legislation policies work best in tandem. States 
that both increased expenditures and adopted tougher laws experienced the largest increase in the 
proportion of never married mothers receiving support. 

Fraser, Nancy, and Linda Gordon. "A Genealogy of dependency: tracing a keyword of the US 
State". Signs. 19/2: 309~336, 1994. 

No abstract available 

Gottlieb, Alison Stokes. "Single mothers of children with developmental disabilities: the 
impact of multiple roles". Family Relations. 46/1: 5-12, 1997. 

Investigates impact of employment status and a nonspousal partner on the over-all well being of 
single mothers of children with developmental disabilities. 

Hao, Lingxin, and Mary Brinton. "Productive activities and support systems of single mothers". 
The American Journal of Sociology. 10215: 1305-1344, 1997. 

Young single mothers' human capital development and labor market participation are important 
issues of public policy concern in the United States. This article uses a dynamic approach to 
model the determinants of single mothers' entry into and exit from productive activities. Using 
14 waves of data from the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, the article shows that kin 
coresidence facilitates young single mothers' entry into productive activities but does not play a 
significant role in sustaining participation. Women's individual trainability, the local labor 
market conditions, child support, and d some family background factors all play a role. The 
results also demonstrate the insignificance of race and never-married versus ever-married status. 
(Copyright by the University of Chicago. All rights reserved.) 

Hao, Lingxin, Joseph Holtz, and Ginger Zhe Jin. "Games daughters and parents play: teenage 
childbearing, parental reputation, and strategic transfers." Joint Centre for Poverty 
Research. Northwestern University/ University of Chicago. Working Paper 167. 2000. 

In this paper, we examine the empirical implications of reputation formation using a game­
theoretic model of intra-familial interactions. We consider parental reputation in repeated two-

~- stage games in which daughters' decision to have a child as a teenager and the willingness of 
parents to continue to house and support their daughters giver their decisions. Drawing on the 
work of Milgrom and Roberts (1982) and Kreps and Wilson (1982) on reputation in repeated 
games, we show that parents have, under certain conditions, the incentive to penalize teenage 
(and typically out-of-wedlock) childbearing of older daughters, in order to get the younger 
daughters to avoid teenage childbearing. 
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The two key empirical implications of this model is that the likelihood of teenage childbearing 
and parental transfers to a daughter who had a teen birth will decrease with the number of the 
daughter's sisters at risk. We test these two implications, using data from the National 
Longitudinal Survey of Youth, 1979 Cohort (NLSY79), exploiting the availability of repeated 
observations on young women (daughters) and of observatioins on multiple daughters (sisters) 
available on this data. Controlling for daughter- and family-specific fixed effects, we find 
evidence of differential parental financial transfer responses to teenage childbearing by the 
number of the daughter's sisters and brothers at risk. 

Hertz, R., & Ferguson, F. I. T. "Kinship strategies and self-sufficiency among single mothers 
by choice: Post modem family ties." Qualitative Sociology, 20, 187-209. 19997. 

No abstract available 

Hirschmann, Nancy. "Towards a feminist theory of freedom". Political theory. 24/1:46-67. 
1996. 

No abstract available 

Holtz, Joseph, Susan McElroy, and Seth Sanders. "Teenage childbearing and its life cycle 
consequences: exploiting a natural experiment". Joint Centre for Poverty Research, 
Northwestern University/ University of Chicago. Working paper 157, 1999. 

In this paper, we exploit a "natural experiment" associated with human reproduction to identify 
the effect of teen childbearing on subsequent educational attainment, family structure, labor 
market outcomes, and financial self-sufficiency. In particular, we exploit the fact that a 
substantial fraction of women who become pregnant experience a miscarriage (spontaneous 
abortion) and thus do not have a birth. If miscarriages were purely random and if miscarriages 
were the only way, other than by live births, that a pregnancy ended, then women who had a 
miscarriage as a teen would constitute an ideal control group with which to contrast teenage 
mothers. Exploiting this natural experiment, we devise an Instrumental Variables (N) estimators 
for the consequences of teen mothers not delaying their childbearing, using data from the 
National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, 1979 (NLSY79). Our major finding is that many of the 
negative consequences of not delaying childbearing until adulthood are much smaller than has 
been estimated in previous studies. While we do find adverse consequences of teenage 
childbearing immediately following a teen mother's first birth, these negative consequences 
appear short-lived. By the time a teen mother reaches her late twenties, she appears to have only 
slightly more children, is only slightly more likely to be a single mother, and has no lower levels 
of educational attainment than if she had delayed her childbearing to adulthood. In fact, by this 
age teen mothers appear to be better off in some aspects of their lives. Teenage childbearing 
appears to raise levels of labor supply, accumulated work experience, and labor market earnings, 
and appears to reduce the chances of living in poverty and participating in the associated social 
welfare programs. These estimated effects imply that the cost of teenage childbearing to U.S. 
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taxpayers is negligible. In particular, our estimates imply that the widely held view that teenage 
childbearing imposes a substantial cost on government is an artifact of the failure to 
appropriately account for preexisting socioeconomic differences between teen mothers and other 
women when estimating the causal effects of early childbearing. While teen mothers are very 
likely to live in poverty and experience other forms of adversity, our results imply that little of 
this would be changed just by getting teen mothers to delay their childbearing into adulthood. 

Huang, Chien-Chung. "The impact of child support enforcement on nonmarital and marital 
births: does it differ by racial and age groups?" Joint Center for Poverty Research, 
Northwestern University/University of Chicago, Working Paper 246, 2001. 

Using the 1979 through 1998 waves of the. National Longitudinal Survey of Young Women 
(NLSY), this paper provides evidence that women who lived in states with effective child 
support enforcement, measured by both strict child support legislation and high child support 
expenditure, were more likely to have marital births and less likely to have nonmarital births. 
The findings suggest that the deterrence effect of child support enforcement on men dominates 
the opposite effect on women. In addition, the impact of child support enforcement differed by 
racial and age groups. For black women, effective child support enforcement had a strong effect 
of decreasing nonmarital births, but not of increasing marital births. The impact, however, went 
the opposite way for white and/or post-teenage women. 

Kenney, Catherine and Sara McLanahan. "Are Cohabiting Relationships More Violent than 
Marriages?" Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University of 
Chicago, Working Paper 265. 2002. 

In response to increases in cohabitation in the United States, researchers have recently focused 
on differences between cohabiting and marital unions. One of the more consistent findings in 
this emerging literature has been a higher rate of domestic violence among cohabiting couples. A 
prominent explanation for this finding is that cohabitors are not subject to the institutionalized 
social control mechanisms that may limit violent behavior within marriage. This article uses data 
from the National Survey of Families and Households (1987-88 and 1992-93) to explore an 
alternative explanation: differences in selection out of cohabitation and marriage, including the 
selection of cohabitors with the "best" relationships into marriage, lead cross-sectional samples 
to over-represent long-term cohabitors, who tend to have more troubled relationships. We find 
support for this explanation in evidence that there is no difference in the level of domestic 
violence found in married and cohabiting couples in the first year of the relationship but that 
violence increases at higher relationship durations in cohabitation. 

Krissman, Kris. "Divisive dichotomies and mother-headed families: the power of naming". 
Social Work. 40: 151-153, 1995. 

No abstract available 
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Kuttner, R. "The politics of family." The American Prospect, 13, AprilS. 2002. 

No abstract available 

Ladd-Taylor, Molly, and Lauri Umansky. "Bad" Mothers: The Politics of Blame in Twentieth­
Century America. New York: New York University Press, 1998. 

A demonstration of how mother-blame has functioned throughout the century. See above. 

Lansford, J. E ., Ceballo, R., Abbey, A., & Stewart, A. J. "Does family structure matter? A 
comparison of adoptive, two-parent biological, single-mother, stepfather, and stepmother 
households." Journal of Marriage and Family, 63, 840-851. 2001. 

No abstract available 

Larson, Reed, and Sally Gilman. "Transmission of emotions in the daily interactions of single-
mother families". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 61/1: 21-37, 1999. 

Examines the path of emotional transmission in one-parent, mother-headed families. The 
transmission of anxiety to adolescent was most evident in families in which mothers had more 
stress and employed psychological control in their parenting; least evident when mothers spent 
more time alone. 

Lawson, A. and D. Rhode. The Politics of Pregnancy: Adolescent Sexuality and Public 
Policy. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 1995. 

Teenage pregnancy is widely viewed as a significant social problem. This book argues that much 
of the problem stems from inaccurate perceptions of what the problem is. The problem, 
according to the text, is not teenagers who want sex too soon but a society that offers too little, 
too late. 

Levine, Phillip. "The sexual activity and birth control use of American teenagers". Joint Center 
for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University of Chicago. Working paper 
161, 2000. 

This paper evaluates the evidence regarding teens' sexual activity and birth-control use with an 
emphasis on the contribution of economic analysis. Researchers in other disciplines often view 
teen sexual activity as spontaneous and irrational, so that teen pregnancies are often considered 
"mistakes." Economists' focus on the costs and benefits of alternative actions.leads them to view 
sexual activity and contraceptive use as "decisions." After documenting recent trends, I review 
the research on these activities from both economists and other social scientists. I then present 
the results of two empirical exercises. The first estimates the relationship between a multitude of · 
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individual and family characteristics and the likelihood that a teen engages in sexual activity and 
uses contraception. The second examines whether changes in the costs of sexual activity and 
contraceptive use are related to changes in these behaviors. The results support the view that 
costs matter, implying that there is some underlying decision process. The analysis then proceeds 
to examine the cost of teen childbearing by reviewing evidence regarding the subsequent well­
being of women who became mothers in their teens. The final section utilizes the results of this 
analysis to help evaluate possible policies designed to reduce the level of unprotected sexual 
activity by teens. 

London, Rebecca. "Trends in single mothers' living arrangements from 1970 to 1995: 
correcting the current population survey". Demography. 35/1: 125-131, 1998 

Using data from the American 1970-1995 Current Population Surveys, the author examines 
trends in single mothers' living arrangements. The author corrects for the problem of 
undercounting subfamily heads living with their parents. The data show a large increase in the 
rate of cohabitation and a decline in living independently. 

Mannis, Valerie. "Single mothers by choice". Family Relations. 48/2: 121-128. 1999. Appears 
in: Hutter, Mark, Ed. The Family Experience: A Reader in Cultural Diversity Addison­
Wesley. 2003. 

This anthology (Hutter) is designed to broaden student awareness of the increasing diversity of 
·American families, and to promote discussion of related social policies, legal issues, and trends. 
The 32 readings avoid unnecessary jargon as they reflect on the dynamics of gender, race, class, 
and ethnicity as they pertain to marriage and family. Hutter (Rowan U.) edits the fourth edition 
which contains a new preface and 18 new readings covering topics including Internet dating, the 
Internet and family relations, wives and families of professional baseball players, single 
parenthood by choice, divorce, and fatherhood. 

Moffitt, Robert, Robert Reville, and Anne Winkler. "Beyond single mothers: cohabitation and 
marriage in the AFDC program". Demography. 35/3: 259-278. 1998. 

Investigation of the extent and implications of cohabitation and marriage among welfare 
recipients. 

Nelson, Julie. Feminism, Objectivity and Economics. New York: Routledge, 1996. 

This study extends feminist analysis to economics. As well as evaluating the core models of 
neoclassical economics, this text includes case studies in topics such as the theory of the family, 
income tax policy and macroeconomics. It presents the outlines of a less gender-biased 
discipline and rejects alternatives like discarding all cu,rrent economic practice, or setting up an 
economics solely for women or for "women' s issues". 
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Pezzin, LE, and BS Schone. "Parental marital disruption and intergenerational transfers: an 
analysis of lone elderly parents and their children." Demography. 36/3:287-97. 1999, 

Although one of the most marked demographic trends observed over the twentieth century is the 
increased rate of divorce, relatively little research has explored the effects of these changing 
marital patterns in the context of an aging society. Our findings suggest that divorce has 
deleterious effects on intergenerational transfers, particularly for elderly fathers. Remarriage 
further reduces exchange. Our results reveal that parents engage in lower levels of transfers with 
stepchildren relative to biological children. Moreover, intergenerational transfers are sensitive to 
characteristics of biological children but not to those of stepchildren. Taken together, these 
results suggest that exchange at the end of the life course continues to be adversely affected by 
marital disruption. 

Rendell, Michael. "Entry or exit? A transition-probability approach to explaining the high 
prevalence of single motherhood among Black women". Demography. 36/3: 369-376. 
1999. 

No abstract available 

Rhoades, Helen. "The 'no contact mother': reconstructions of motherhood in the era of the 
'new father"'. International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family. 16/1: 71, 2002. 

This article examines the production of new narratives of 'selfish motherhood' in family law, in 
the context of disputes about parent-child contact after separation. In the first section, I draw on 
my empirical research of contact enforcement litigation to tease out the contradictions and gaps 
between the dominant, or 'stock' , stories of contact disputes, and some 'counter' stories that have 
emerged from the study. The second part of the article looks at the ways in which recent shared 
parenting reforms have combined with particular features of the Australian family law system to 
create a new classification of 'bad' parent - the 'no-contact mother'. The analysis focuses on the 
constraining effects of this reconstruction upon women who raise concerns about a father's 
capacity to care for the children. 

Sawhill, I. V. "Is lack of marriage the real problem?" The American Prospect, 13, April 8. 
2002. 

No abstract available 

Schlesinger, Benjamin. "Single parent families: A bookshelf'. Marriage and Family Review. 
20/3-4: 463-482, 1995. 

No abstract available 
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Siegel, J. "Looking for Mr. Right? Older single women who become mothers." Journal of 
Family Issues, 16, 194-211. 1995. 

No abstract available 

Sigle-Rushton, Wendy, and Sara McLanahan. "The living arrangements of new unmarried 
mothers". The Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University 
of Chicago, Working Paper 262, 2002. 

We use data from the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study to describe the living 
arrangements of new, unwed mothers and to examine the determinants of those living 
arrangements. Our analysis goes beyond previous studies in several ways. First, we examine a 
wide diversity of living arrangements for a homogenous sample of recent, unwed mothers. 
Second, our analysis of the determinants of single mothers? living arrangements includes 
information on fathers? as well as mothers? characteristics. We also have data on the quality of 
the parents? relationship. Previous studies have lacked information on the characteristics of non­
resident fathers and couple relationships, both of which are likely to affect decisions about living 
arrangements. We find that the characteristics of both partners have significant and, sometimes 
different, effects on the living arrangements of single mothers. In addition, women who reported 
being in a high quality, supportive relationship were much more likely to cohabit. These findings 
highlight the importance of looking beyond strictly human capital explanations of marriage, 
cohabitation, and living arrangements. Emotional capital may be equally, if not more important, 
than human capital to the development of successful relationships. 

Stacey, Judith. In the Name ofthe Family: Rethinking Family Values in the PostmodemAge. 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Stacey, Judith. ''The right family values" . Families in the US: Kinship and Domestic Politics. 
Karen Hansen and Anita llta, Eds. 859-880. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
1998. 

Of Families in the US: Kinship and Domestic Politics: This engaging collection of essays 
attempts to do justice to the complexity of contemporary families and to situate them in their 
economic, political, and cultural contexts. The editors introduce this wide-ranging collection 
with a provocative analytical introduction, setting the stage with a recognition that families may 
look very different even to those inside the same family. These cutting-edge scholars explore the 
ways in which family life is gendered and reflect on the work of maintaining family and kin 
relationships, especially as social and family power structures change over time. 

Struening, Karen. "Feminist challenges to the new familialism: lifestyle experimentation and 
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Pezzin, LE, and BS Schone. "Parental marital disruption and intergenerational transfers: an 
analysis of lone elderly parents and their children." Demography. 36/3:287-97. 1999, 

Although one of the most marked demographic trends observed over the twentieth century is the 
increased rate of divorce, relatively little research has explored the effects of these changing 
marital patterns in the context of an aging society. Our findings suggest that divorce has 
deleterious effects on intergenerational transfers, particularly for elderly fathers. Remarriage 
further reduces exchange. Our results reveal that parents engage in lower levels of transfers with 
stepchildren relative to biological children. Moreover, intergenerational transfers are sensitive to 
characteristics of biological children but not to those of stepchildren. Taken together, these 
results suggest that exchange at the end of the life course continues to be adversely affected by 
marital disruption. 

Rendell, Michael. "Entry or exit? A transition-probability approach to explaining the high 
prevalence of single motherhood among Black women". Demography. 3613: 369-376. 
1999. 

No abstract available 

Rhoades, Helen. "The 'no contact mother': reconstructions of motherhood in the era of the 
'new father"'. International Journal of Law, Policy and the Family. 1611: 71, 2002. 

This article examines the production of new narratives of 'selfish motherhood' in family law, in 
the context of disputes about parent-child contact after separation. In the first section, I draw on 
my empirical research of contact enforcement litigation to tease out the contradictions and gaps 
between the dominant, or 'stock', stories of contact disputes, and some 'counter' stories that have 
emerged from the study. The second part of the article looks at the ways in which recent shared 
parenting reforms have combined with particular features of the Australian family law system to 
create a new classification of 'bad' parent- the 'no-contact mother'. The analysis focuses on the 
constraining effects of this reconstruction upon women who raise concerns about a father's 
capacity to care for the children. 

Sawhill, I. V. "Is lack of marriage the real problem?" The American Prospect, I 3, April 8. 
2002. . 

No abstract available 
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20/3-4: 463-482, 1995. 

No abstract available 

111 



Siegel, J. "Looking for Mr. Right? Older single women who become mothers." Journal of 
Family Issues, 16, 194-211. 1995. 

No abstract available 

Sigle-Rushton, Wendy, and Sara McLanahan. "The living arrangements of new unmarried 
mothers". The Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University 
of Chicago, Working Paper 262, 2002. 

We use data from the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study to describe the living 
arrangements of new, unwed mothers and to examine the detenninants of those living 
arrangements. Our analysis goes beyond previous studies in several ways. First, we examine a 
wide diversity of living arrangements for a homogenous sample of recent, unwed mothers. 
Second, our analysis of the determinants of single mothers? living arrangements includes 
information on fathers? as well as mothers? characteristics. We also have data on the quality of 
the parents? relationship. Previous studies have lacked information on the characteristics of non­
resident fathers and couple relationships, both of which are likely to affect decisions about living 
arrangements. We find that the characteristics of both partners have significant and, sometimes 
different, effects on the living arrangements of single mothers. In addition, women who reported 
being in a high quality, supportive relationship were much more likely to cohabit. These findings 
highlight the importance of looking beyond strictly human capital explanations of marriage, 
cohabitation, and living arrangements. Emotional capital may be equally, if not more important, 
than human capital to the development of successful relationships. 

Stacey, Judith. In the Name of the Family: Rethinking Family Values in the Postmodem Age. 
Boston: Beacon Press, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Stacey, Judith. "The right family values". Families in the US: Kinship and Domestic Politics. 
Karen Hansen and Anita Ilta, Eds. 859-880. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 
1998. 

Of Families in the US: Kinship and Domestic Politics: This engaging collection of essays 
attempts to do justice to the complexity of contemporary families and to situate them in their 
economic, political, and cultural contexts. The editors introduce this wide-ranging collection 
with a provocative analytical introduction, setting the stage with a recognition that families may 

.· look very different even to those inside the same family. These cutting-edge scholars explore the 
ways in which family life is gendered and reflect on the work of maintaining family and kin 
relationships, especially as social and family power structures change over time. 

Struening, Karen. "Feminist challenges to the new familialism: lifestyle experimentation and 
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the freedom of intimate association". Hypatia. 1111: 135-154, 1996. 

The new familialists argue that the decline of the intact two-parent family is responsible for our 
most pressing social problems and advocate public policies designed to promote family stability 
and discourage divorce and non-marital births. This essay defends the freedom of intimate 
association and argue that family stability, while an important good, must be balanced with other 
goods such as equality and justice within the family, happiness, and individual self-development. 

South, Scott, and Kyle, Crowder. "A venues and barriers to residential mobility among single 
mothers". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 6014: 866-877, 1998. 

Examines single mothers' patterns and determinants of residential mobility between poor and 
non-poor neighbourhoods. Findings include: moving from a poor to a nonpoor neighbourhood is 
facilitated by marrying and obtaining employment; ins impeded by age and home ownership. 
African American single mothers are less likely to escape poor neighbourhoods. 

''The marriage of 'easy' divorce: as women increasingly ape men by breaking their marriages, do 
they find freedom, or only guilt, loneliness, resentment, and poverty?" Western report. 
10/32: 28-31, 1995. 

No abstract available 

Waite, L. J. "Does marriage matter?" Demography, 32~ 483-507. 1995. 

No abstract available 

Wallbank, Julie. "Un unlikely match? Foucault and the lone mother." Law and Critique 9/1: 
59-87, 1998. 

This article is concerned with evaluating the usefulness of Foucault's discourse theory in relation 
to the study of how lone mothers might make sense of and negotiate their lives within and 
through the network of power relations as disseminated through discourse. I argue that despite 
its strident critics, Foucauldian analysis is politically relevant and has utility for feminism in that 
it allows for small scale, in depth consideration of discourse, power relations and the subject. I 
consider some of the contemporary discourses surrounding one case in particular, that of Heidi 
Colwell, who had left her two year old daughter "home alone" whilst she went to work each day. 
I reveal the complexity and diversity of the relations between the lone mother and the discourses 
that constitute her. The latter part of the article examines the contemporary political significance 
of needs discourse and argues that the quantitative framework of needs interpretation is 
inadequate to address the needs of lone mothers. The article concludes by advocating for reform 
of social policy and family law so that the needs of lone mothers and their children are taken into 
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consideration and responded to in a way that is more beneficial to women and their families. 

Waller, Maureen, and Sara Mclanahan. "Do unmarried parents' expectations predict marital 
transitions? Early evidence from the Fragile Families and Child Well-being study." 
Joint Centre for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University of Chicago. 
Working Paper 258. 2002. 

This paper uses newly available information from the Fragile Families and Child Well-Being 
Survey to investigate how unmarried mothers' and fathers' expectations about marriage, in 
addition to their socio-economic and demographic characteristics, are related to transitions to 
marriage in the year following their child's birth. It also investigates factors that are associated 
with unmarried parents' expectations about marriage. The results show that mothers and fathers 
with higher expectations about marriage at the time of their child's birth were significantly more 
likely to marry between the time of the baseline and follow-up interview. After taking 
expectations into account, African-American mothers and fathers are less likely to marry, and 
parents at higher educational levels were more likely to marry, than other parents. We also find 
that relationship, gender, and socio-economic variables are important predictors of parents' 
expectations about marriage. However, these variables have somewhat different effects among 
mothers and fathers. 

Weissbourd, R. "Moral parent, moral child: Family structure matters less to a child' s 
development than the quality of the parenting." The American Prospect, 13, 2002. 

No abstract available 

West, Laurel Parker. "Soccer moms, welfare queens, waitress moms, and super moms: myths of 
motherhood in state media coverage of child care." MARIAL Center, Working Paper 16. 
Emory University, April 2002. 

No abstract available 

Willis, Robert. "A theory of out-of-wedlock childbearing". Journal of Political Economy. 
107/6, 1999. 

An economic modelling of fertility and marriage to help understand the growth of 'out-of­
wedlock' childbearing. Fathers shift the costs of child rearing to single mothers. Uses language 
like "if females are in excess supply". 

Young, Iris Marion. "Making single motherhood normal." Dissent, 88-93, Winter 1994. 

No abstract available 
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Young, Iris Marion. "Mothers, citizenship, and independence: a critique of pure family values." 
Ethics. 105: 535-556, April1995. 

Argues against views that regard the "intact two-parent heterosexual family" as the preferred 
family form. 

Young, Iris Marion. "Single motherhood: Iris Marion Young replies". Dissent. Spring: 271-
273, 1994. 

No abstract available 
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Abraham, Laurie Kaye. Marna Might be Better Off Dead: The Failure of Health Care in Urban 
America. The University of Chicago Press. 1994. 

Embedded in the family narrative is a lucid analysis of the gaps, inconsistencies, and inequalities 
the poor face when they seek health care. This book reveals what health care policies crafted in 
Washington, D. C. or state capitals look like when they hit the street. It shows how Medicaid and 
Medicare work and don't work, the Catch-22s of hospital financing in the inner city, the racial 
politics of organ transplants, the failure of childhood immunization programs, the vexed issues 
of individual responsibility and institutional paternalism. 

Andrews, Michelle. "When women lose health care options". New York Times . Page 3.8, July 
20,2003. 

Many states in the midst of budget problems cut state funding to health care programs that aid 
women. 

Bennett, T., Braveman, P., Egerter, S., & Kiely, J. L. "Maternal marital status as a risk factor for 
infant mortality." Family Planning Perspectives, 26, 252-271. 1994. 

The increased risk of infant mortality associated with single motherhood is neither consistent 
among social and demographic subgroups nor inevitable, according to data from national linked 
birth and infant death files for 1983-1985. Maternal age is the only variable found to have a 
significant interaction with marital status among black mothers, and the ri_:;k associated with 
unmarried status increases with age. Among white mothers, age, educational level and receipt of 
prenatal care all show significant interactions with marital status; the increased risks of infant 
mortality attributed to unmarried motherhood are concentrated among subgroups usually thought 
to be at lower risk. For example, the risks of infant mortality among unmarried white women 
relative to married white women are highest among 25-29-year-olds. However, being unmarried 
did not affect the risk of infant mortality among babies born to college-educated white women. 
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PIP: Linked birth and death certificates were used in the analysis of data for 1983 to 1985 on 
singleton live births to Black and White women. The sample included 1,656,044 Blacks and 
8,691,059 Whites. Marital status data was available directly for 41 states and inferred for the 
remainder from certificate information. Risk factors were age, parity, education, initiation of 
prenatal care, and urban residence. Differences by race converged when marital status was 
considered separately. Educational status of unmarrieds was similar for White and Black 
women. High infant mortality of over 20/1000 live births was found among unmarried Black 
women: women with over 3 children, women under 18 and over 34 years old, women with under 
12 years of education, and women with later or no prenatal care. Increased risk of death was 
related to increasing age of the mother regardless of race. Risk of infant mortality was 24% 
higher for Black women over 35 years old than those less than 18-19 years old. The risk for 
unmarrieds began with adolescents, rose, and plateaued at 30 years old. Black unmarrieds had 
increased risk at 20-24 years, a peak at 25-29 years, and high levels for older women. White 
unmarrieds had the highest risk at ages 25-29, and risk associated with being single was greater 
for women with some college education. The caveat for the analysis was that the information 
was dated by 10 years; however other linked data in 1987 has been determined to be quite 
similar in trends. A strong finding was that unmarried status alone is not a good predictor and 
when combined with risk among disadvantaged women may not be a critical factor, since most 
unmarried women have high poverty rates. Race was considered a stronger marker of risk for 
infant mortality than marital status. Recommendations were for universal access to health care 
regardless of marital status and elimination of punitive measures restricting benefits to 
unmarried mothers. Programs need to build on the strengths of single mothers and promote 
social support systems. 

Browne, Susan. "The effect of union type on psychological well being: depression among 
cohabitors versus marrieds". Journal of Health and Social Behaviour. 4113: 241-255, 
2000. 

This finding looks at the relationship between union type (cohabitation versus marriage) and 
depression. Cohabitors' depression levels are about 2.8 points higher than their married 
counterparts' levels. Depression in cohabiting unions is due to poor relationship quality, 
especially relationship instability. 

Caimey, J, M Boyle, DR Offord, Y Racine. "Stress, social support and depression in single and 
married mothers." Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology 38/8:442-9. 2003. 

This study examined the effect of stress and social support on the relationship between single­
parent status and depression. METHOD: A secondary data analysis of the 1994-95 National 
Population Health Survey was conducted. Single and married mothers who participated in the 
survey were derived from the general sample (N = 2,921). Logistic regression techniques were 
used to assess the mediating and moderating effects of stress and social support on the 
relationship between family structure and depression. RESULTS: Bivariate analyses showed 
that, compared to married mothers, single mothers were more likely to have suffered an episode· 
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of depression (12-month prevalence), to report higher levels of chronic stress, more recent life 
events and a greater number of childhood adversities. Single mothers also reported lower levels 
of perceived social support, social involvement and frequency of contact with friends and family 
than married mothers. The results of the multivariate analyses showed that, together, stress and 
social support account for almost 40% of the relationship between single- parent status and 
depression. We also found a conditional effect of stress on depression by family structure. Life 
events were more strongly related to depression in married than in single mothers. 
CONCLUSIONS: A substantial part of the association between single-parent status and 
depression can be accounted for by differences in exposure to stress and social support. Our 

- results suggest that it is important to examine multiple sources of stress, as exposure to both 
distal and proximal stressors were higher among single mothers. Limitations and directions for 
future research are discussed. 

Caimey, John, and Terrance Wade. "Single parent mothers and mental health care service 
use". Sociological Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. 37: 236-242, 2002. 

This paper examines the use of mental health care services by single mothers and married 
mothers in Canada. Method We employ a secondary data analysis of the 1994-95 National 
Population Health Survey. Results Single mothers are significantly more likely to have seen a 
professional regarding their mental health in the previous 12 months and to use such services 
more frequently than married mothers. Multivariate analyses show that higher use among single 
mothers is independent of depression and sociodemographic factors. Further analysis revealed 
that single mothers have a higher rate of contact with professionals than married mothers and 
that the relationship between single parent status and frequency of contact is moderated by 
depression. Conclusion Single mothers are more likely to seek professional help for mental 
health issues. While qualifying for a diagnosis has some important conditional effects on the 
frequency of use among single mothers, neither major depression nor controlling for 
sociodemographic factors accounts for their higher use of services. 

Herman, Robin. "Health problems prevent single mothers from leaving welfare". Harvard 
School of Public Health. 2002. Retrieved from: 
www. gendercenter .orglhealthj obloss .htm 

With data from the American National Longitudinal Survey of Youth, this study quantifies the 
effect of single mothers' health problems on job loss and finds health problems to be the 
strongest predictor, next to the birth of a child, of job loss. The study calls for increases in the 
availability of paid leave and schedule flexibility. -

Hill, L. C., & Hilton, J. M. "Changes in roles following divorce: Comparison of factors 
contributing to depression in custodial single mothers and custodial single fathers". 
Journal of Divorce and Remarriage, 31, 91-114. 1999. 

No abstract available 
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LeClere, Felicia, Richard Rogers, and Kimberly Peters. "Neighbourhood social context and 
racial differences in women's heart disease mortality". Journal of Health and Social 
Behaviour. 39: 91-107, 1998. 

Although fewer Black women have heart disease, their greater economic isolation, residential 
segregation and female-headship rates affect mortality. Black women are concentrated in 
neighbourhoods with the highest rates of female-headship, poverty and unemployment. 

May-Stewart, Valerie. "Working single mothers and stress: A collaborative inquiry". 
Dissertation Abstracts International Section A: Humanities and Social Sciences. 6017-A: 
2708,2000. 

No abstract available 

McCall, Patricia, and Kenneth Land. "Trends in White adolescent, young-adult, and elderly 
suicide: are there common underlying factors?" Social Science Research. 23: 57-81, 
1994. 

Investigates trends and susceptibilities for suicide. Finds family household factors contribute. 

Michie, Helena, and Naomi Cahn. Confinements: Fertility and Infertility in Contemporary 
Culture. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1997. 

When a woman in the United States becomes pregnant or tries to .become pregnant, she enters a 
world of information, technology, and expertise. Suddenly her body becomes public in a new 
way: medicine, law, and popular culture all offer her sometimes contradictory "expert" advice. 
Confinements explores the advice offered to pregnant and infertile women by examining 
assumptions about femininity, class, and the reproductive body that structure the language of 
expertise. Even advice books written from a specifically countercultural or feminist point of 
view often attempt to police the way women think about their bodies. 

Confinements argues that our perceptions about both pregnancy and infertility are limited by our 
culture's battles over the meaning of choice and control, arguments over what is natural or 
unnatural, and the troubled relationship between reproduction and the domestic sphere. The book 
breaks new ground in its analysis of gender, health, and reproduction. --The first book to 
analyze the rhetoric of contemporary advice books on reproduction, with special attention to race 
and class. -- The first book to show how the contemporary rhetoric about pregnancy and 
infertility are linked.-- The authors' personal experiences, included in the text, make the book 
accessible to all readers. 

Ross, Catherine, and John Mirowsky. "Parental divorce, life-course disruption, and adult 
depression". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 61: 1034-1045, 1999. 
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Two studies were conducted to investigate the lessons about relationship commitment that 
people gain from their families of origin. In the first study, participants identified a story from 
their families of origin that characterized a number of themes about commitment. In the second 
study, these themes were further refined to reveal eight factors underlying these themes: 
dedication to partner, constraints on relationships, relationships are impermanent, 
disillusionment, family and gender influences, approaching relationships with caution, 
relationships take work, and divorce has negative consequences. Ratings of the themes varied by 
the occurrence of parental divorce, perceived parental marital happiness, and gender. 
Commitment lessons remembered from families of origin also were associated with the 
participants' reported level of commitment in their current relationships. Implications for current 
theory on commitment are discussed. 

Ross, Catherine. "Neighbourhood disadvantage and adult depression". Journal of Health and 
Social Behaviour. 41: 177-187, 2000. 

Survey respondents from disorderly neighbourhoods reported higher levels of depression. The 
breakdown of social order, due to increase in lone-parent family types, is a major link between 
neighbourhood disadvantage and depression. 

Wang, JL. "The difference between single and married mothers in the 12-month prevalence of 
major depressive syndrome, associated factors and mental health service utilization". 
Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. 39/1: 26-32, 2004. 

BACKGROUND: Previous studies suggest that single mothers are at a higher risk of major 
depression and more likely to use mental health services than are married mothers. The 
objectives of this analysis were to provide estimates of the prevalence of major depressive 
syndrome among single and married mothers, to investigate the factors which may affect the 
difference in the prevalence of major depressive syndrome among single and married mothers 
and to estimate the health care service utilization by single and married mothers. :METHODS: 
This was a cross-sectional study using the data from the 1996-97 Canadian National Population 
Health Survey (NPHS). Major depressive syndrome was evaluated using the Composite 
International Diagnostic Interview-Short Form for major depression. The prevalence of major 
depressive syndrome was calculated among 3030 single and 10195 married mothers. The effects 
of demographic, socioeconomic and biological variables on the association between single­
mother status and major depressive syndrome were evaluated by stratified analyses. RESULTS: 
In the NPHS, the difference between single and married mothers in the prevalence of major 
depressive syndrome was found among women who were between the ages of 25 and 50. The 
association in this age group depended on race and on whether they had one or more jobs. 
Education, problem drinking, daily smoking, having one or more long-term medical illnesses, 
financial hardship and social support did not affect the association between single-mother status 
and major depressive syndrome. Single mothers were more likely to visit health professionals for 
mental problems than were married mothers. CONCLUSION: The difference between single and 
married mothers in the prevalence of major depression is age-specific. Single mothers who 
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reported having had one or more jobs and who are non-white had an increased risk of having 
major depressive syndrome, compared to married mothers. Future studies need to replicate the 
findings of this analysis and investigate why single mothers with ethnic minority backgrounds 
and those who are working are at high risk of having depressive disorders. 

Wolfe, Barbara, and Steven Hill. "The effect of health on the work effort of single mothers". 
Journal of Human Resources. 3011: 42-62, 1995. 

Data from the American Survey of Income and Program Participation are used to investigate 
ways in which health status influences a single mother's decision to work; the effect of health on 
work effort and wage; impact of a single mother's children's health on her availability to work; 
and impact of health on the values of insurance and Medicaid associated with work and AFDC 
participation. 

Poverty and Low-Income 

Bertilson, HS, SC Griffith, J. Gunderson, and SA Cassiman. ''The effects of poverty on 
women". Midwestern Psychological Associaiton. May 2002. Retrieved from: 
http:/ /frontpage. uwsuper.edu/psychology/poverty2.htm. 

Explains the American Psychological Association's call for more research on poverty and 
provides a literature review of research, particularly feminist research, on poverty and 
psychology. 

Christopher, Karen, Paula England, Timothy Smeeding, and Katherine Ross Phillips. ''The 
gender gap in poverty in modem nations: single motherhood, the .market, and the state". 
Sociological Perspectives. 45/3: 219-242, 2002. 

In this article we examine gender gaps in poverty in the United States and seven other Western 
nations, asking how single motherhood, market earnings, and welfare states affect gender 
inequality.in poverty. Our analyses speak to the theoretical literature emphasizing the gendered 
logic and effects of welfare states and labor markets. We find that single-mother families have 
higher poverty rates than other families in all nations except Sweden, though the degree of their 
poverty varies. Regarding welfare states, we find that the tax and transfer systems in Sweden and 
the Netherlands most effectively reduce gender inequality in poverty. Gender inequality in 
market earnings is worst in the Netherlands and Australia, though among full-time workers, 
Australia has the lowest gender gap. We conclude by discussing the policy issues raised by our 
findings. 
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Connolly, Deborah. Homeless Mothers: Face to Face with Women and Poverty. University of 
Minnesota Press 2002 

Homeless Mothers follows the lives of mothers on the margins and asks where they fit into the 
increasingly black-and-white model of motherhood set up by society. Their voices, so rarely 
heard and so often ignored, resonate throughout this book. Both an anthropologist in the field 
and a social worker on the job, Deborah R. Connolly is ideally placed to draw out these women's 
life stories. Using their own words, by turns eloquent and awkward, poignant and harsh, she 
maps the perilous territory between the promise of childhood and the hard reality of motherhood 
on the street. What emerges is a glimpse of the cultural, class, gender, and economic challenges 
these women experience, a glimpse as real for us as the headlines and stereotypes that so often 
displace homeless mothers and consign them to silence. 

Coontz, S., & Folbre, N. "Marriage, poverty, and public policy." The American Prospect . 
Originally prepared for the Fifth Annual Council on Contemporary Families Conference, 
April 26-28. 

No abstract available 

Edin, Kathryn. "What do low-income single mothers say about marriage?" Joint Center for 
Poverty Research, Northwestern University/University of Chicago. Working paper 
1000. 1999. 

A primary goal of the landmark 1996 welfare reform legislation is to increase marriage rates 
among unskilled women with children. Current theories of marriage under-predict the extent of 
non-marriage, have not been adequately tested, or do not apply well to women with low­
socioeconomic status. Furthermore, scholarly work on marriage attitudes among low-SES 
women suffers from a lack of up-to-date qualitative work. This study draws on qualitative 
interviews with 292 low-income single mothers in three U.S. cities. Inductive analysis reveals 
five primary motivations for non-marriage among low-incOipe single mothers. Most mothers 
agree that potential marriage partners must earn significantly more than the minimum wage, but 
also emphasize the importance of stability of employment, source of earnings, and the effort men 
expend to find and keep their jobs. Mothers place equal or greater emphasis on non-monetary 
factors such how marriage may diminish or enhance status, how it may limit their control over 
household decisions, their distrust of men, and their fear of domestic violence. The author 
discusses these findings in relation to existing theories of marriage and in light of welfare 
reform. 

Edin, K. "Few good men: Why poor women don' t remarry." The American Prospect, 11. 2000. 

No abstract available 
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Ehrenreich, Barbara. Nickel-and-dimed: on (not) getting by in America. New York: Henry 
Holt, 2001. 

To find out how humans live and survive in minimum-wage America--particularly women who 
were at the time about to be pushed into the labor market because of "welfare reform"--writer 
Barbara Ehrenreich moved three times, from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, and worked as a 
waitress, a hotel maid, a house cleaner, a nursing home aide, and a Wal-Mart employee. The 
"rules" of her project (1) prohibited her from falling back on skills available to her because of 
her education (a PhD in biology) or previous work (an essayist with 11 books); (2) required that 
she take the highest-payingjob offered to her and do her best to keep it; and (3) dictated that she 
take the cheapest accommodations she could find. The idea was to spend a month in each setting 
and to see if she could find a job and make enough money to pay a second month's rent. The 
book, then, tells her story of trying to make ends meet, what "millions of Americans do ... every 
day, and with a lot less fanfare and dithering." 

Eller, TJ, and Kathleen Short. "Dynamics of Economic Well-Being: Poverty, 1992-1993, Who 
Stays Poor? Who Doesn't?" United States Bureau of Census. US Department of 
Commerce. 1996. 

The report shows that children (persons under 18) were more likely than non-elderly adults 
(persons 18 to 64) to remain poor over a two-year period. According to author T. J. Eller, The 
differences in chronic poverty are striking. Eight percent of children versus 3 percent of non­
elderly adults were poor in al14 months of 1992 and 1993. About 5 percent of the elderly 
population (persons 65 and over) were chronically poor during the same period. 

Fineman, Martha A. "Images of mothers in poverty discourse." Mothers in Law: Feminist 
Theory and the Legal Regulation of Motherhood, Martha Fineman and Isabel Karpin, 
Eds. 205-223. New York: Columbia University Press, 1995. 

No abstract available 

Foster, E. Michael, Damon Jones, and Saul Hoffman. "The economics impact of nonmarital 
childbearing: how are older, single mothers faring?" Journal of Marriage and the 
Family. 60: 163-174. 1998. 

During recent decades, the rate of nonmarital childbearing among women aged 20 and older has 
increased steadily. Despite this increase, little is known about the economic status of the women 
involved and how it compares with that of their married counterparts or of teen mothers. This 
study examines the experiences of a sample of women drawn from the Panel Study of Income 
Dynamics; it assesses the economic situation of these women before and after giving birth. In 
general, the economic situation of older, single mothers is closer to that of teen mothers than that 
of married childbearers the same age. The results presented here also reveal substantial variation 
among older, single mothers. In particular, we find that these women fare better when they are 
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White, 25 years old and older, did not begin having children as teenagers, or are cohabiting. 

Harknett, Kristen and Lisa Gennetian. "How an earnings supplement can affect union formation 
among low-income single mothers." Demography. 40/3:451-478. Retrieved from: 
http://www.srdc.org/english/publications/marriage.htm 

This paper uses data from the experimental evaluation of SSP to examine the effect on marriage 
of an alternative to the mainstream cash welfare system, an alternative that is contingent on work 
and removes the usual welfare marriage disincentive on marital behaviour among single-parent 
welfare recipients. 

Holloway, Susan, Bruce Fuller, Marylee Rambaud, and Constanza Eggers-Pierola, Eds. 
Through My Own Eyes: Single Mothers and the Cultures of Poverty. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 1998. 

A firsthand look at how single mothers with the slimmest of resources manage from day to day. 
We witness their struggles to balance work and motherhood and watch as they negotiate a 
bewildering maze of child-care and social agencies. 

For three years the authors followed the lives of fourteen women from poor Boston 
neighborhoods, all of whom had young children and had been receiving welfare intermittently. 
We learn how these women keep their families on firm footing and try--frequently in vain--to 
gain ground. We hear how they find child-care and what they expect from it, as well as what the 
childcare providers have to say about serving low-income families. Holloway and Fuller view 
these lives in the context of family policy issues touching on the disintegration of inner cities, 
welfare reform, early childhood and "pro-choice" poverty programs. 

Lusardi, Annamaria, Ricardo Cossa, and Erin Krupka. "Savings of young parents". Joint Centre 
for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ Uniyersity of Chicago. Working Paper 
229,2001. 

In this paper, we examine household savings using data from the National Longitudinal Survey, 
Cohort 1997. This data set provides detailed information about assets and liabilities of parents 
with teen-age children. In our empirical work, we have first to deal with several problems in 
measuring wealth. While many responding parents report owning assets and liabilities, they 
often do not report their values. To get around the non-response problem, we impute the missing 
values for assets and liabilities. To study the patterns of accumulation of young parents, we 
examine wealth holdings and asset ownership across several demographic groups. 

Mirowsky, John, and Catherine Ross. "Economic hardship across the lifecourse". American 
Sociological Review. 64: 548-569, 1999. 
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No abstract available 

Schein, Virginia. Working from the Margins: Voices of Mothers in Poverty. Ithaca, NY: ILR 
Press. 1995. 

Based on interviews with 30 women. The eleven chapters are organized around the themes that 
emerged from these interviews. 

Seccombe, Karen. '"Beating the Odds' versus 'changing the odds': poverty, resilience, and 
family policy". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 64: 384-394, 2002. 

The author examines the consequences of poverty for adults, including morbidity, mortality 
rates, life expectancy, marriage likelihood, and marital instability; and for children, including 
physical health and behavioural problems. She considers structural factors that influence 
resiliency and suggests policy interventions. 

Sigle-Rishton, Wendy, and Sara McLanahan. "For richer or poorer". Joint Centre for Research 
on Poverty, Northwestern University/University of Chicago. Working Paper 264. 2002. 

With welfare reauthorization imminent, many conservative politicians are suggesting that 
although states have been successful at moving welfare mothers into paid employment, they 
have paid too little attention to the second goal of welfare reform - encouraging the formation of 
two-parent families. Using data from the Fragile Families and Child Wellbeing Study, we 
compare the characteristics and earnings capacities of married and unmarried parents and 
explore the extent to which marriage to their babies' fathers would lift unwed mothers out of 
poverty. We find that unmarried parents are vastly different from married parents when it comes 
to age, education, health status and behavior, employment, and wage rates. These differences 
translate into important differences in earnings capacities, which, in tum, translate into 
differences in poverty. Proponents of marriage are overstating its benefits when they compare 
the median earnings or poverty rates of single mother families to those of married, two-parent 
families. Assuming the same family structure, labor supply, and wage schedule, our estimates, 
suggest that much of that difference can be attributed to factors other than marital status. 

Stevens, Ann Huff. "Climbing out of poverty, falling back in: measuring the persistence of 
poverty over multiple spells". Working Paper 5390, National Bureau of Economic 
Research. 1995. Retrieved from: http://ideas.repec.org/p/nbr/nberwo/5390.html 

This paper investigates the persistence of poverty over individuals' lifetimes using a hazard rate, 
or spells approach. Previous research on poverty dynamics using the spells approach has been 
limited by its failure to take into account multiple episodes of poverty. I estimate hazard models 
for exiting from and for returning to poverty and use the estimated parameters to calculate 
distributions of total time spent in poverty over multiple spells, using longitudinal data from the 
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Panel Study of Income Dynamics. These models incorporate observable personal and household 
characteristics, as well as unobserved heterogeneity. My findings emphasize the importance of 
considering multiple spells in an analysis of poverty persistence. For black and white individuals 
falling into poverty in some year, approximately 50 and 30 percent, respectively, will have 
family income below the poverty line in at least five of the next ten years. A single spells 
approach predicts comparable figures of only 26 and 13 percent. To check the robustness of 
these predictions I also utilize two alternative approaches -- direct tabulations from panel data 
and estimation of a components-of-variance model -- and compare predictions of poverty 
persistence based on the three methods. 

Tanner, Michael. "Wedded to poverty". New York Times. Page A.23, July 29, 2003. 

No abstract available 

Waldfogel, Jane. "Understanding the "Family Gap" in pay for women with children". The 
Journal of Economic Perspectives. 12/1: 137-156, 1998. Retrieved from: 
http://ideas.repec.org/a/aea/jecper/v12y1998i1p137-56.htm1 

As the gender gap in pay between women and men has been narrowing, the 'family gap' in pay 
between mothers and nonmothers has been widening. One reason may be the institutional 
structure in the United States, which has emphasized equal pay and opportunity policies but not 
family policies, in contrast to other countries that have implemented both. The authors now have 
evidence on the links between one such family policy and women's pay. Recent research 
suggests that maternity leave coverage, by raising women's retention after childbirth, also raises 
women's levels of work experience, job tenure, and pay. Copyright 1998 by American Economic 
Association. 

Wu, Lawrence. "Effects of family instability, income, and income instability on the risk of a 
premarital birth". American Sociological Review. 6113: 386-406, 1996. 

Prospective income histories and retrospective parental histories from the American National 
Longitudinal Survey of Youth are used to determine if the effect of family instability on 
premarital births is an artefact of low, unstable or declining family income. 

Social Networks and Independence 

Anonymous. "Community, society, and the school". Educational Administration Abstracts. 
36/1: 73, 2001. 

No abstract available 
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Biblarz, Timothy, and Adrian Raftery. "Family structure, educational attainment, and 
socioeconomic success: rethinking the 'pathology of matriarchy'". The American 
Journal of Sociology. 10512: 321-365, 1999. 

The effect of alternative family structures on children's educational and occupational success in 
the U.S. has been constant over the past 30 years. Higher rates of unemployment and lower­
status occupational positions could account for the negative effect of single-mother families on 
children's attainment throughout the period. Children from single-father families and 
stepfamilies have consistently had lower attainments than children from both two-biological­
parent and single-mother families. The influence of many other dimensions of children's family 
background declined from the 1960s to the 1980s, but has declined no further since. Among six 
candidate theoretical frameworks, the findings are most consistent with an evolutionary view of 
parental investment. . 

Biblarz, Timothy, Adrian Raftery, and Alexander Bucur. "Family structure and social mobility". 
Social Forces. 75/4: 1319-1341, 1997. 

This article specifies the effects of different types of family backgrounds on the two outcomes of 
interest: occupational attainment and intergenerational occupational resemblance. We use the 
same data as Biblarz and Raftery (1993). We survey four perspectives, or hypotheses, on the 
effect of alternative family structures on children. These hypotheses are not necessarily 
competing or mutually exclusive, but each emphasizes the importance of a different dimension 
of family structure in affecting children - such as parental gender composition and 
biologicallnonbiological relation to the child. 

Cairney, John, Michael Boyle, David Offord, and Yvonne Racine. "Stress, social support, and 
depression in single and married mothers". Sociological Psychiatry and Psychiatric 
Epidemiology. 38: 442-449, 2003. 

No abstract available 

Hertz, Rosanna, and Faith Ferguson. "Kinship strategies & self-sufficiency among single 
mothers by choice: post modern family ties". Qualitative Sociology. 2012, 1997. 

This article discusses findings from an on-going study of 50 single mothers by choice: women 
aged 21 to 50 when they become mothers, who are self-supporting economically, and who have 
chosen to become mothers as unmarried women. The interviews include women (both 
heterosexual and lesbian) who vary widely by race and social class. We argue that this group of 
women demonstrate ways of maintaining economic self-sufficiency-relying neither on the state 
nor on a male "provider"-through creative efforts at networking, resource sharing, and non­
economic exchanges. We find that the route the women take to motherhood (adoption, known 
donor pregnancies, anonymous donor insemination, or "accidental" pregnancy) has a strong 
impact on the makeup of specific kin relationships between the mothers, their children, and 
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others; yet all the mothers strategically forge or foster close ties which enable them to raise their 
children independently. 

Moore, Mignon, and Lindsay Chase -Lansdale. "Sexual intercourse and pregnancy among 
African American adolescent girls in high -poverty neighbourhoods: the role of family 
and perceived community environment." Joint Center for Poverty Research, 
Northwestern University/University of Chicago. Working paper 117, 1999. 

Data are used from a random sample of African-American families living in poor urban 
communities to address three questions: 1) How well do socialization, supervision, and marital 
transition hypotheses explain the relationship between family structure and the probability of 
sexual debut and pregnancy for black adolescents in disadvantaged neighborhoods? 2) How does 
the quality of the parent-child relationship relate to the probability of initiating sex and 
experiencing a pregnancy for girls in these neighborhoods? And 3) given a context of structural 
disadvantage, to what extent is an individual's ability to participate in the more socially 
organized aspects of her community correlated with delayed sexual activity? There is limited 
support for socialization, supervision, and marital transition hypotheses as explanations for the 
probability of sexual debut and pregnancy. Stronger parent-child relationships are associated 
with delayed sexual onset, but are not related to pregnancy experience. Adolescents' perceptions 
of social support and cohesion among neighborhood adults are correlated with a decreased 
probability of pregnancy, while the odds of pregnancy are higher for teenagers with no working 
adults in their social networks. 

Nelson, M. "Single mothers and social support: The commitment to and retreat from 
reciprocity." Qualitative Sociology, 23, 291-318. 2002. 

No abstract available 

Smith, Steven. "Distorted ideals: the 'problem of dependency' and the mythology of 
independent living". Social Theory and Practice. 27/4: 579-598, 2001. 

No abstract available 

South, Scott. "Mate availability and the transition to unwed motherhood: a paradox of 
population structure". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 5~/2: 265-279, 1996. 

Examines the influence of mate availability on the timing of a young woman's first marriage and 
premarital childbearing. For example, an abundance of males increases the rate of exit from 
single motherhood. 
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Sullivan, Cannel. "Cannel Sullivan, founder of Co-abod.org, and satisfied client Natalie Pace 
discuss how the Web site brings single mothers together who want to set up households." 
Weekend All Things Considered. March 6, 2004. 

No abstract available 

Welfare and Social Policies 

Aaronson, S., and H. Hartman. "Reform, not rhetoric: A critique of welfare policy and 
charting new directions". American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 6614: 583-598, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Albeda, Randy and Chris Tilly. Glass Ceilings and Bottomless Pits: Women's Work Women 's 
Poverty. Boston, MA: South End Press, 1997. 

Discussion of women's poverty and the welfare policies that the United States has adopted. A 
brief history of anti-poverty is included as well as suggestions for alternative policies that could 
keep women out of poverty and closer to gender equality. 

Allard, Scott, and Sheldon Danziger. "Welfare magnets: myth or reality?" Journal of Politics. 
62/2: 350-368, 2000. 

Since the passage of federal welfare reform in late 1996, 15 states have passed welfare residency 
requirements that restrict cash assistance to new migrants, an indication that welfare-induced 
migration concerns state policy-makers. Models of state welfare policy-making assume that 
states compete in a 'race-to-the-bottom' over the generosity of their welfare policies, where 

,__~ neighboring states continuously reduce benefit levels in reaction to one another. This paper 
analyzes longitudinal data on individual-level migration among single-parent families and 
estimates the extent to which these families make interstate moves to states with higher benefit 
levels. We find that relatively few single-parent households make interstate moves and that 
welfare benefits are not a significant determinant of them. We discuss the implications of these 
findings for models of state welfare policy-making. 

- .:·· 

American Psychological Association. Making 'Welfare to Work' Really Work. 2001. Retrieved 
from: http://apa.org/pi/wpo/work.html#rec. 

One page of recommendations. 
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Armstrong, Louise. Of 'Sluts' and 'Bastards': A Feminist Decodes the Child Welfare Debate. 
Monroe, ME: Common Courage Press, 1995. 

Focused on bureaucratic oppression of poor women and children due to welfare reform 
measures. Blends the views of the poor, agency personnel, and feminists to further her argument 
that conformity to the system is vital to protect against involuntary removal of children. 

Bauman, Kurt. ''The Effect of Work and Welfare on Living Conditions in Single Parent 
Households". Population Division, U.S. Bureau of the Census. Washington, D.C. 
August 2000 Working Paper Series No. 46 

Recent changes to programs of income support for the poor have focused attention on how work 
requirements and incentives affect earnings and employment of welfare recipients. The 
predominant way of thinking of these issues, at least in broader political discourse, assumes that 
obtaining work or improving wages are desirable goals for welfare recipients and their families. 
However, recent research has begun to indicate that single parents and their families are not 
ai ways better off in the labor force. This paper uses the 1991 and 1992 panels of the Survey of 
Income and Program Participation to examine welfare, work and well-being in a broader context. 
The paper finds an apparent advantage of work over welfare for most households, but not for 
single parent households. In addition, material hardship is found to have strong effects on 
subsequent labor market participation and welfare use. 

Berlin, G. "Encouraging Work, Reducing Poverty: The Impact of Work Incentive Programs., 
Wisconsin: Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation, March 2000. 

Concludes how incentives can be a triple-winner by increasing work and earnings boosting 
income and reducing poverty. * Have hard copy 

Herrick, Jill Duerr. Faces of Poverty: Portraits of Women and Children on Welfare. Oxford 
University Press. 1997. 

Faces of Poverty describes the circumstances of living poor for America's women and children. 
The pages show the interplay between policy and human lives and make a complex problem 
comprehensible through the stories of five American families. At a time when our nation's 
leaders are calling for reform of the welfare system, ths book provides valuable information 
about the families affected by these changes while offering solutions to a perplexing American 
dilemma. 

Blackburn, McKinley L. "Welfare effects on the marital decisions of never-married mothers". 
Journal of Human Resources. 35/1: 116-142, 2000. 

The economic theory of marriage suggests that more generous welfare benefits should serve to 
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reduce the probability of marriage among m others who have given birth out of wedlock. This 
relation ship is explored using data on never-married mothers in the National Longitudinal 
Survey of Youth. Only very limited evidence indicates that higher welfare payments lower the 
probability of marriage for non-Black never-married mothers. For Black never-married mothers, 
the results suggest that higher benefits are associated with higher marriage rates. 

Blank, Rebecca M. What Causes Public Assistance Caseloads to Grow? Working paper #6343. 
Cambridge, Mass.: National Bureau of Economic Research Inc., 1997. 

This paper uses state panel data to investigate changes in public assistance caseloads. Compared 
to other research, it uses more extensive data, both across states and over time; it utilizes a 
particularly rich set of control variables; it investigates the different subcomponents of the 
AFDC program separately; and it investigates the extent to which changes in caseloads are 
driven by changes in take-up rates versus in eligibility. The results indicate that an unexplained 
increase in AFDC-Basic caseloads started in the mid-1980s. This trend appears to be driven by 
three underlying components: a rise in child-only cases, an increase in take-up rates over the 
early 1990s during the economic slowdown, and a long-tenn increase in eligibility which is not 
well explained by a large set of control variables. In contrast, AFDC-UP caseload changes are 
relatively well-explained by the model in this paper and are far more responsive to economic 
factors. Recent state policy changes are correlated with caseload declines, but more than half of 
their affect appears to precede their implementation, suggesting that other changes in client and 
caseworker behavior was occurring in states that adopted major policy changes. 

Bloom, Dan. After AFDC: Welfare-to-Work Choices and Challenges for States. New York: 
Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation, 1997. 

Passage of the landmark federal. _welfare refonn legislation in 1996 presented states and localities 
with a set of dramatic and far-reaching choices about how to restructure the public assistance 
programs that serve some of the nation's most vulnerable families. Published as part of :MDRC's 
ReWORKing Welfare series, this how-to guide draws on the results of dozens of rigorous 
MDRC studies of state and local innovations that preceded this major shift in national social 
policy. After AFDC offers policymakers valuable lessons about program approaches that aim to 
promote work and self-sufficiency, reduce dependency, and improve the well-being of welfare 
recipients and their children. It reviews current infonnation about four key approaches to welfare 
refonn - welfare-to-work programs, mandatory work programs, policies to change financial 
incentives, and time limits- and discusses the interactions among these approaches. While the 
guide does not aim to address the full range of issues that may be involved in a state's welfare 
refonn plans, it identifies broad lessons and trade-offs for states and localities to consider in 
designing reforms. 

Brown, Amy. Work First: How to Implement an Employment Focused Approach to Welfare? 
New York: Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation, 1997 . 

131 



This guide was written as part of the JOBS Evaluation. 

Brown, Rebecca, Evelyn Ganzglass, Susan Golonka, Jill Hyland, and Martin Simon. Working 
Out of Poverty: Employment Retention and Career Advancement for Welfare Recipients. 
Washington, D.C.: Employment and Social Services and U.S. Department of Health and 
Social Services, 1998. 

By examining some of the lessons learned from research and identifying promising state 
practices, state policymakers and program administrators will be better equipped to help low­
income individuals get a job and turn every job into a learning experience that helps them 
advance to a higher paying job. Strategies that prepare individuals for employment must be 
linked to strategies that focus on the needs of employers and the workplace. This requires much 
closer working relationships between the public sector and employers than have been developed 
in the past. It also requires integrating employability development efforts across welfare, 
workforce, education, and economic development systems to strengthen state capacity to help 
low-income workers chart a pathway out of poverty and toward economic self-sufficiency. 

Brush, L. D. "Woman battering and welfare reform: The view from a welfare-to-work program." 
Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare, 26/3: 49-60. 1999. 

No abstract available 

Brush, Lisa. "Worthy widows, welfare cheats: Proper womanhood in expert needs talks about 
single mothers in the United States, 1900 to 1988". Gender and Society. 11/6: 720-
746,1997. 

Concerns pre-1994. 

Burtless, Gary. "Welfare Recipients' Job Skills and Employment Prospects." The Future of 
Children 7/1. 1997. 

The welfare reform goal of moving mothers who rely on welfare into private-sector employment 
cannot be achieved only by changes in public policy. Employment rates reflect the job 
qualifications of individuals, obstacles to work outside the home, the attractiveness of available 
jobs, and the capacity of the labor market to absorb new workers at particular skill levels. This 
article examines how each of these factors is likely to influence current welfare recipients' 
success in finding employment and the wages they are likely to earn. The author concludes that 
the skill deficiencies of recipients of Aid to Families with Dependent Children do not represent 
an insurmountable barrier to employment, although these deficiencies do restrict the wages 
recipients can earn. Without continued public assistance in the form of wage subsidies, child 
care payments, or help securing health insurance, most families that move from welfare to work 
will remain below the poverty level. 
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Burtless, Gary. "Employment Prospects of Welfare Recipients." In The Work Alternative: 
Welfare Refonn and the Realities of the Job Market. 71-106. Nightingale, Demerta and 
Robert Haveman (eds.). Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute, 1995. 

No abstract available 

Cohen, Marie. Education and Training Under Welfare Refonn. Welfare Information Network 
(W.I.N.) Issue Notes, Vol. 2, No.2, 1998. 

No abstract available 

Deily, Elspeth K. "Working with Welfare: Can Single Mothers Manage?" Berkeley Women's 
Law Joumal12 (Spring 1997): 132-139. 

This article discusses the Welfare Act, specifically that its success relies on how well the 
welfare-to-work program works. As argued in the article, these programs are unlikely to provide 
poor women adequate support because of low paying jobs and lack of affordable childcare. 

Edin, Kathryn, and Laura Lein. Making Ends Meet: How Single Mothers Survive Welfare and 
Low-Wage Work. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 1997 

Kathryn Edin and Laura Lein interviewed nearly four hundred welfare and low-income single 
mothers from cities in Massachusetts, Texas, lllinois, and South Carolina over a six year period. 
They learned the reality of these mothers' struggles to provide for their families: where their 
money comes from, what they spend it on, how they cope with their children's needs, and what 
hardships they suffer. Edin and Lein's careful budgetary analyses reveal that even a full range of 
welfare benefits-- AFDC payments, food stamps, Medicaid, and housing subsidies-- typically 
meet only three-fifths of a family's needs, and that funds for adequate food, clothing and other 
necessities are often lacking. Leaving welfare for work offers little hope for improvement, and in 
many cases threatens even greater hardship. Jobs for unskilled and semi-skilled women provide 
meager salaries, irregular or uncertain hours, frequent layoffs, and no promise of advancement. 
Mothers who work not only assume extra child care, medical, and transportation expenses but 
are also deprived of many of the housing and educational subsidies available to those on welfare. 
Regardless of whether they are on welfare or employed, virtually all these single mothers need to 
supplement their income with menial, off-the-books work and intermittent contributions from 
family, live-in boyfriends, their children's fathers, and local charities. In doing so, they pay a 
heavy price. Welfare mothers must work covertly to avoid losing benefits, while working 
mothers are forced to sacrifice even more time with their children. 

Edin, Kathryn, and Laura Lein. "Work, welfare and single mothers; economic survival 
strategies". American Sociological Review. 62/2: 253-266, 1997. 
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Authors argue that the strategies a mother uses may affect her ability to move from welfare to 
work. Using evidence from in-depth interviews (conducted from 1988-1992) with 379low­
income single mothers in the Boston area, Chicago, Charleston, and San Antonio, they show that 
welfare recipients and low-wage workers employ a set of survival strategies to make ends meet. 
According to the authors, the range of strategies available to mothers are "shaped by the social­
structural characteristics of the cities in which they live and by the quality of their private social 
safety nets.Edin, Kathryn, Laura Lein, and Nancy Higgitt, "Review of Making Ends Meet: How 
Single Mothers Survive Welfare and Low-Wage Work" Canadian Journal of Urban Research. 
7/1: 108-110, 1998. 

Edwards, S. A., Rachal, K. C., Dixon, D. N. Counseling psychology and welfare reform: 
Implications and opportunities. Counseling Psychologist, 2712, 263-284. 1999. 

No abstract available 

Fitzgerald, John and David Ribar. ''The impact of welfare waivers on female headship 
decisions". Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University of 
Chicago, Working Paper 247, 2001. 

While much of the focus of recent welfare reforms has been on moving recipients from welfare 
to work, many reforms were also directed at affecting decisions about living arrangements, 
pregnancy, marriage and cohabitation. This paper focuses on women's decisions to become or 
remain unmarried mothers, that is, female heads of families. We assess the impact of welfare 
reform waivers on those decisions while controlling for confounding local economic and social 
contextual conditions. We pool the 1990, 1992, and 1993 panels ofthe Survey of Income and 
Program Participation (SIPP) which span the calendar time when many states began adopting 
welfare waivers. For its descriptors of local labor market conditions, the project uses skill 
specific measures of wages and employment opportunities for counties. We estimate models for 
levels of female headship and proportional hazard models for entry and exit from female 
headship. In the hazards, we employ stratified Cox partial likelihood methods and investigate the 
use of state fixed effects or state stratified hazard models to control for unmeasured state 
influences. Based on data through 1995, we find limited evidence that work-encouraging waivers 
had a beneficial effect by reducing female headship of families. We find little evidence that 
family caps, teenage co-residence requirements or termination limits will reduce the number of 
single-parent families. 

Friedlander, Daniel, David Greenberg and Philip Robins. "Evaluating government training 
programs for the economically disadvantaged". Journal of Economic Literature. 25: 
1809-1855. 1997. 

This article examines past evaluations of government training programs for the economically 
disadvantaged and offers an agenda for future research. It is found that government training 
programs are producing modest increases in earnings for adult men and women, but are probably 
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not producing positive effects for youth. Future research must better document links between 
program-provided training and acquisition of valuable skills and must explore potential returns 
from increased scale. The recent adoption of random assignment has improved the accuracy of 
field evaluations but would benefit from an economic theory of evaluation to guide research into 
increasing training effectiveness. 

Friedlander, Daniel, and Gary Burtless. Five Years After: The Long tenn Effects of Welfare-to-
Work Programs. New York: Russell Sage Foundation. 

Five Years After tells the story of what happened to the welfare recipients who participated in 
the influential welfare-to-work experiments conducted by several states in the mid-1980s. The 
authors review the distinctive goals and procedures of evaluations performed in Arkansas, 
Baltimore, San Diego, and Virginia, and then examine five years of follow-up data to determine 
whether the initial positive impact on employment, earnings, and welfare costs held up over 
time. The results were surprisingly consistent. Low-cost programs that saved money by getting 
individuals into jobs quickly did little to reduce poverty in the long run. Only higher-cost 
educational programs enabled welfare recipients to hold down jobs successfully and stay off 
welfare. 

Garfinkel, Irwin, Daniel Gaylin, Chien-Chung Huang, and Sara McLanahan. "The roles of 
child support enforcement and welfare in nonmarital childbearing". Joint Center for 
Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University of Chicago, Working paper 
266.2002. 

Most of the public discussion and academic analyses of nonmarital birthrates focus on women's 
fertility intentions and welfare. In contrast, we argue that stricter child support enforcement may 
lower nonmarital birthrates by raising the costs of fatherhood for men. The analysis is based on 
aggregate state level data for the years 1980 through 1996 and utilizes (primarily) fixed effects 
regression models . We find that strict child support enforcement deters and generous welfare 
promotes non-marital births. Compared to welfare, the estimated effects of child support 
enforcement are more robust. Moreover, the largest estimates for each imply that in the 1980-
1996 period, decreases in welfare led to a 6% decrease in non-marital births while increases in 
child support enforcement led to a decline of 12%. 

Garfinkel, Irwin, Sara McLanahan, Marta Tienda, Jeanne Brooks- Gunn. "Fragile families and 
welfare reform: an introduction". Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern 
University/University of Chicago, Working paper 259. 2002. Retrieved from: 
http://www .jcpr.org/wpfiles/garfinkeLmclanahan_tienda_brooksgunn.pdf 

No abstract available 
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Gordon, Linda. Pitied Not Entitled: Single Mothers and the History of Welfare . Harvard 
University Press. 1998. 

With three-fourths of all poor families headed by women and about 54 percent of single-mother 
families living below the poverty line, a rethinking of the fundamental assumptions of our much­
reviled welfare program is clearly necessary. Here, Linda Gordon unearths the tangled roots of 
AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent Children). Competing visions of how and to whom 
public aid should be distributed were advanced by male bureaucrats, black women's 
organizations, and white progressive feminists. From their policy debates emerged a two-track 
system of public aid, in which single mothers got highly stigmatized "welfare" while other 
groups, such as the aged and the unemployed, received "entitlements." 

Gordon strips today's welfare debates of decades of irrelevant and irrational accretion, revealing 
that what appeared progressive in the 1930s is antiquated in the 1990s. She shows that only by 
shedding false assumptions, and rethinking the nature of poverty, can we advance a truly 
effective welfare reform. 

Greenwood, Jeremy, Nezih Guner, and John Knowles. "Women on welfare: a macroeconomic 
analysis". American Economic Review. 90/2: 383-388, 2000. 

In 1960 only 1. 7 percent of the population was on AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children) while in 1995 about 5.2 percent were. Most mothers who received AFDC were single; 
71 percent were in 1993. Also, AFDC mothers tended to have more children (2.6 on average 
versus 2.1 for the population as a whole in 1993). Last, it is interesting to note that real AFDC 
benefits rose by about 70 percent between 1945 and 1977. They were about 25 percent higher in 
1995 than in 1945. Could this have contributed to the rise in single motherhood? 

Hamilton, Gayle, Thomas Brock, Mary Farrell, Daniel Friedlander, Kristen Harknett, JoAnna 
Hunter-Manns, Johanna Walter, and Joanna Weisman. Evaluating Two Welfare-to­
Work Program Approaches and Human Capital Development Programs in Three 
Sites. New York: Manpower Demonstration Research Corporation, 1997. 

This report is one of a series on an evaluation of JOBS called for in the FSA that is being 
conducted under contract to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), with 
support from the U.S. Department of Education, by :MDRC. The evaluation, which is currently 
known as the National Evaluation of Welfare-to-Work Strategies, -employs a random assignment 
design, specifically called for in the FSA as well, to determine the effectiveness of the program 
in seven sites across the country. In three of these sites-Atlanta, Georgia (Fulton County), 
Grand Rapids, Michigan (Kent County), and Riverside, California (Riverside County}-the 
study includes an unusual three-way comparison, involving, in each site, random assignment to 
either of two different types of welfare-to-work programs operated side by side or to a control 
group receiving no program services. 
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Hays, S. Flat broke with children: Women in the age of welfare reform. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 2003. 

Hailed as a great success, welfare reform resulted in a dramatic decline in the welfare rolls--from 
4.4 million families in 1996 to 2.1 million in 2001. But what does this "success" look like to the 
welfare mothers and welfare caseworkers who experienced it? In flat Broke, With Children, 
Sharon Hays tells us the story of welfare reform from inside the welfare office and inside the 
lives of welfare mothers, describing the challenges that welfare recipients face in managing their 
work, their families, and the rules and regulations of welfare reform. Welfare reform, 
experienced on the ground, is not a rosy picture. The majority of adult welfare clients are 
mothers--over 90 percent--and the time limits imposed by welfare reform throw millions of these 
mostly unmarried, desperate women into the labor market, where they must accept low wages, 
the most menial work, the poorest hours, with no benefits, and little flexibility. Hays provides a 
vivid portrait of their Jives--debunking many of the stereotypes we have of welfare recipients-­
but she also steps back to explore what welfare reform reveals about the meaning of work and 
family life in our society. In particular, she argues that an inherent contradiction lies at the heart 
of welfare policy, which emphasizes traditional family values even as its ethic of "personal 
responsibility" requires women to work and leave their children in childcare or at home alone all 
day long. Hays devoted three years to visiting welfare clients and two welfare offices, one in a 
medium-sized town in the Southeast, another in a large, metropolitan area in the West. Drawing 
on this hands-on research, flat Broke, With Children is the first book to explore the impact of 
recent welfare reform on motherhood, marriage, and work in women's lives, and the first book to 
offer us a portrait of how welfare reform plays out in thousands of local welfare offices and in 
millions of homes across the nation. 

Holloway, Susan D. Through My Own Eyes: Single Mothers and the Cultures of Poverty. 
Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1997. 

Encompasses results of interviews conducted over a three-year period of 14 poor, single-parent 
women in Boston of Anglo, Latina, and African American backgrounds. The intent of this study 
was to learn about the attitudes and beliefs of these women toward parenting, employment, and 
welfare; and it reveals similarities and variations among these women's approaches to attaining 
self-reliance, education, and respect for themselves and their children. 

Jobs for the Future. Business Parlicipation in Welfare-to-Work: Lessons from the United States. 
Boston: Mass.: January, 1999. Retrieved from: 
http://www.do]eta.gov/wtw/documentslbus-in-wtw-rpt.cfm 

No abstract available 

Kingfisher, Catherine Pelissier. Women in the American Welfare Trap. Philadelphia: University 
of Pennsylvania Press, 1996. 
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An ethnographic study of a welfare office and two welfare rights groups. Based on women's 
conversations with each other, Kingfisher addresses various important issues such as: policy 
formation and implementation, low-income women's beliefs and aspirations, and the 
possibilities for women working cooperatively to change the welfare system. Despite the 
preconceived notion that women on welfare are victims without control, the women in this book 
actively work to exert their autonomy within the confines of the system. 

Levine, Phillip, and Diane Whitmore. "Teen motherhood, labor market involvement, and the 
receipt of public assistance". Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern 
University/ University of Chicago. Working Paper 84. 1999. 

The difficulties experienced by young women who give birth as teenagers have been well­
documented and impose a significant cost to these women and to society (Maynard, 1997). For 
instance, teen mothers are far less likely to work compared to other women who delay child­
bearing, leading to lower earnings for the family and reduced national output for society. Their 
lower earnings places the family at far greater risk of falling into poverty and increases 
expenditures on public assistance made to provide the family with a minimal living standard. 

These and other costs of teen childbearing have led to the proposal of several policy alternatives 
designed to alleviate them. In the late 1980s, three policies were implemented in experimental 
forms designed to allow researchers to evaluate their effectiveness along a multitude of 
dimensions. The three demonstrations were Ohio's Learning, Earning, and Parenting (LEAP) 
program, the New Chande Demonstration (NCD), and the Teenage Parent Demonstration (TPD). 
LEAP provided financial incentives to teen mothers in the treatment group designed to increase 
school enrollment/attendance that, it was hoped, would subsequently increase labor market 
participation and reduce welfare receipt. The NCD offered voluntary employment and training 
services to teenage mothers. The treatment in TPD was mandatory and included child-care and 
transportation assistance along with sanctions for failure to participate. 

This paper will synthesize the evidence from the existing academic literature regarding the 
effects of teen childbearing and the results of these three experiments, paying particular attention 
to labor market involvement and public assistance receipt in the years following birth for those 
women who had children as teens. The academic literature has attempted to determine whether 
teen motherhood itself "causes" the outcomes that follow, or whether the characteristics of those 
women who give birth as teens are such that they would have experienced subsequent difficulties 
even in the absence of the birth. Recent research suggests that perhaps little, if any, of the 
inferior outcomes that are associated with teen motherhood may be directly attributable to giving 
birth as a teen. The experimental findings, which show policies directed at improving outcomes 
for teen mothers are only modestly effective at best, seem to coincide with this view. The paper 
will first present a review of the academic literature, proceed to describe and highlight the 
findings of the three demonstration projects, then discuss the relationship between the two sets of 
results. We conclude with the implications for policy and future research. 
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Lichter, Daniel, Diane McLaughlin, and David Ribar. "Welfare and the rise in female-headed 
families". American Journal of Sociology. 10311: 112-143, 1997. 

No abstract available 

Lightfoot, Elizabeth. Social Science and the Changing Nature of the Welfare State in the 1990's. 
ASA Resource Materials for Teaching. Washington DC: American Sociological 
Association, 1996. 

No abstract available 

McCrate, Elaine, and Joan Smith. "When work doesn't work: the failure of the current welfare 
system". Gender and Society. 12/1: 61-80, 1998. 

Specifically about Vermont from 1992-1994. 

McLanahan, Sara, and Marcia Carlson. "Welfare reform, fertility, and father involvement". 
Joint Centre for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ University of Chicago, 
Working paper 261, 2002. 

Recognizing that most p<aor families are single-parent families, the federal welfare reform law of 
1996 emphasized the responsibility of both parents to support their children. In addition to 
strengthening the child support enforcement system, the law included several provisions to 
decrease nonmarital childbearing and to promote two-parent families . This article focuses on the 
important role fathers play in children's lives and how public policies have affected childbearing 
and father involvement. Key observations are: 

1. Children in father-absent families often have fewer economic and socio-emotional resources 
from their parents, and do not fare as well on many outcome measures, as children living with 
both biological parents. 

2. Efforts to reduce the rising number of father-absent families by focusing on preventing 
unwanted pregnancy among unmarried women, especially teen girls, have met with some 
success, particularly those programs seeking to alter adolescents? life opportunities in addition to 
providing education or family planning services. 

3. Efforts to encourage greater father involvement by focusing almost exclusively on increasing 
absent parents? child support payments reap only minimal benefits for poor children, because 
their absent parents often have few resources and little incentive to make support payments. 

4. To date, efforts to increase the emotional involvement of unmarried fathers with their children 
have produced disappointing results, but new research suggests that such programs can make a 
difference when they target fathers and begin at the time of a new child's birth. 

Many children will spend some time living away from their fathers, deprived of the financial and 
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emotional resources fathers can provide. Because of the importance of fathers to child well­
being, the authors conclude that new directions in research and public policies are needed to 
encourage greater father involvement across the wide diversity of family arrangements that exist 
in society today. 

Meyer, Bruce, and James Sullivan. "The effects of welfare reform: the living conditions of 
single mothers in the 1980s and 1990s". Joint Center for Poverty Research, 
Northwestern University/University of Chicago, Working Paper 206, 2000. 

In recent years, we have dramatically changed the character of programs that provide income 
and in-kind benefits to single mothers. These changes have had large effects on rates of 
employment and welfare receipt. Despite these changes, there has been little systematic 
evaluation of the conditions of single mothers and their children since we have "ended welfare as 
we knew it" following the Personal Responsibility and Work Reconciliation Act of 1996 
(PRWORA). Studies of those leaving welfare have found that a substantial percentage of leavers 
have problems providing enough food, paying utility bills, and paying rent. Other studies have 
found a decline in income among the worst off single mothers. The goal of this paper is to 
examine the living conditions of single mothers and their families before and soon after welfare 
reform. Using data from two nationally representative household surveys, we examine the 
consumption patterns of single mothers and their families. Our results indicate that the material 
conditions of single mothers have changed little after welfare reform, either in absolute terms or 
relative to single childless women or married mothers. These results hold for relatively 
disadvantaged single mothers. 

Mink, Gwendolyn. Welfare 's End. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1998. 

The essential point of this work is that welfare is really a guarantee of women's equality. In the 
context of this work, Mink, a Professor of Political Science at University of California, Santa 
Cruz, asserts that welfare is an income owed to those who work inside the home raising children. 
The campaign to make fathers support their children may have the unwanted effect of women 
being dependent on men they want nothing to do with. Mink effectively argues against the myths 
of welfare dependency and stresses that without a fundamental right to economic security 
provided by some kind of income guarantee, women cannot achieve equality in the family, the 
labor market, or the state. 

Mullan, Kathleen Harris. Teen Mothers and the Revolving Welfare Door. Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 1997. 

Teen Mothers and the Revolving Welfare Door details many misconceptions about the best 
options for Black pregnant teenagers. For instance, marrying the father is not a beneficial option­
-this typically cuts off the mother from further education and early job experience and doesn't 
protect her from early divorce. The author concludes that education offers some opportunity for 
teenage mothers to escape welfare dependency, but housing assistance, child-care, and good 
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health insurance would provide opportunity for more drastic long-term improvement. This 
comprehensive study provides insight into the welfare system, a system that remains a symbol of 
race, class, and gender divisions, and offers progressive solutions for change in welfare as we 
know it. 

Mulroy, Elizabeth A. The New Uprooted: Single Mothers in Urban Life. Auburn House, 1995. 

Through the voices of the women themselves, Mulroy describes their struggles to meet three 
basic needs: personal safety and security from abuse, shelter in the form of affordable and decent 
housing for their families, and employment that provides a living wage. 

Nelson, M. ''The commitment to self-sufficiency: Rural single mothers talk about their reliance 
on welfare." Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 31,582-614.2002. 

No abstract available 

"On a Precipice: Women, the Welfare State, and Work." Feminist Studies 24, no. 1 (Spring 
1998): 7-114. 

An entire issue tie voted to the topic of welfare. A special section on feminism and welfare. 
Topics discussed include the interpretation of U.S. social policy from a 19th-century perspective; 
scholarship and activism; dependency, childcare and welfare; childcare and welfare; welfare 
justice and poor single mothers; the national welfare rights movement; and economic 
restructuring and gender issues. Includes "The Lady and the Tramp (IT): Feminist welfare 
politics, poor single mothers, and the challenge of welfare justice," by Gwendolyn Mink (55-64), 
in which she partly blames the ~bsence of a feminist opposition for the passing of the Personal 
Responsibility Act and reasons that single mothers should be given an allowance in recognition 
of their work at home. Mink argues that welfare is a condition of women's equality (which she 
defines as full and independent citizenship), and that without welfare mothers who work inside 
the home are denied equality. 

O'Neill, David M. and June O'Neill. Lessons for Welfare Reform: An Analysis of the AFDC 
Caseload and Past Welfare-to-work Programs. Kalamazoo, Mich.: W.E. Upjohn Institute 
for Employment Research, 1997. 

In Lessons for Welfare Reform, Dave M. O'Neill and June Ellenoff O'Neill have compiled and 
analyzed data that identifies historical trends in the AFDC caseload, the personal characteristics 
of recipients, and broad patterns of welfare participation. They also offer an evaluative survey on 
the effectiveness of past education, training and workfare programs in reducing the AFDC 
caseload. The result is a book that offers thoughtful new analyses on several crucial questions 
facing state policy makers as a result of welfare reform including: 1) How many recipients can 
be expected to reach the five-year limit imposed by the new legislation? 2) What are the personal 
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characteristics and labor-market options of those who reach this limit? 3) How helpful are 
work/training programs in reducing welfare dependency? 4) How will current and potential 
recipients react to a reduction in the financial benefits available from welfare? and 5) Will 
teenage out-of-wedlock childbearing fall in unison with the incidence of welfare participation 
among young women? 

Parker, Louise. "The role of workplace support in facilitating self-sufficiency among single 
mothers on welfare". Family Relations. 43/2: 168-173, 1994. 

No abstract available 

Pavetti, LaDonna and Krista Olsen. Personal and Family Challenges to the Successful 
Transition from Welfare to Work. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute, 1996. 

This paper answers these questions about the challenges welfare-to-work programs face as more 
of their Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) caseload becomes subject to work 
requirements: (1) What challenges will hinder a welfare recipient's move into employment? (2) 
What is known about the prevalence of barriers to employment? (3) When the presence of 
multiple barriers is considered, what fraction of the AFDC caseload is likely to experience at 
least one barrier to employment? (4) What is known about the relationship between work 
barriers and work experience? (5) What are the implications for designing and delivering 
welfare-to-work programs? 

Pulkingham, Jane. "Remaking the social divisions of welfare: gender, 'dependency', and UI 
reform". Studies in Political Economy. 56: 7-48, 1998. 

No abstract available 

Rangarajan, Anu. Keeping Welfare Recipients Employed: A Guide for States Designing Job 
Retention Services. Princeton, N.J.: Mathematica Policy Research, 1998. 

A how-to guide for state and local agencies trying to keep welf~e recipients employed. 

Rangarajan, Anu Taking the First Steps: Helping Welfare Recipients Who Get Jobs Keep 
Them. Princeton, N.J.: Mathematica Policy Research, 1996. 

Discusses how transitional benefits access to child care flexible scheduling and emergency 
services are necessary for job retention. 

Rangarajan, Anu, Peter Schochet, and Dexter Chu. Employment Experiences of Welfare 
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Recipients Who Find Jobs: Is Targeting Possible ? Princeton, N.J. : Mathematica Policy 
Research, 1998. 

Uses national data to examine the employment experiences of welfare recipients who find jobs; 
describes their characteristics types of jobs they find and their long- run experiences. 

Savner, Steve and Mark Greenberg. Community Service Employment: A New Opportunity 
Under TANF. Washington, D.C.: Center for Law and Social Policy, 1997. 

This paper argues that states should consider including a community service employment 
component in their T ANF programs. Community service employment can serve important state 
goals in T ANF, including providing workforce experience and training for individuals, income 
from employment for families, and needed services for communities. 

Stapleton, Margaret. "The unnecessary tragedy of fatherless children: welfare reform's 
opportunities for reversing public po1icies that drove low-income fathers out of their 
children's lives." Clearinghouse Review. 32/9-10: 492-502, Jan-Feb 1999. 

As government officials, community groups, religious organizations, social service agencies, and 
advocates grapple with the dire situation of America's poor children, they are gaining insight into 
the ramifications of the absence of fathers from their children's lives. Now men, at least those 
who are fathers, are receiving attention as part of the mix that not only may help move their 
children out of poverty but also may, through guidance, affection, and care, considerably 
improve their children's lives. And not only are think tanks, government studies, and those who 
offer assistance to fathers taking note, the mainstream press is regularly covering the attention. 

Strawn, Julie. Beyond the Job Search or Basic Education: Rethinking the Role of Skills in 
Welfare Reform. Washington, D.C.: Center for Law and Social Policy, 1998. 

This paper reviews the research and summarizes what is known about the effectiveness of these 
two most commonly tried welfare-to-work strategies. The discussion of quick employment 
programs covers both job search-only programs and mixed strategy programs providing a 
broader range of services. The discussion of research on skill building programs is separated into 
two parts to allow a closer examination of different types of services. The first part examines the 
research on programs where basic education was the most common activity and most recipients 
lacked a high school diploma or GED (high school equivalency), referred to in this paper as 
basic education programs. Research on other skill building services, such as classroom or on-the­
job training and postsecondary education, is included in a later discussion of program examples 
for moving beyond the more common approaches of quick employment or basic education. 

Schein, Virginia E. Workingfrom the Margins: Voices of Mothers in Poverty. Ithaca, NY: ILR 
Press, 1995. 
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Interviews with 30 poor single mothers in cities, small towns, and rural areas that address issues 
such as work, parenting, and welfare. Interviewees include a large number of white mothers, 
rather than the stereotypical black, urban mother, which aids in providing a more inclusive 
picture of the state of poverty. Schein's study supports the theory that full-time employment is 
not enough to lift single mothers out of poverty. 

Sidel, Ruth. Keeping Women and Children Last: America's War on the Poor. New York: 
Penguin Books, 1996. 

Sequel to her 1986 work, Women and Children Last: The Plight of Poor Women in Affluent 
Women. Offers a corrective to misperceptions of the poor, such as that they do not hold full-time 
jobs. 

r Toijman, Sherri. Welfare Refonn Through Tailor-Made Training. Ottawa: Caledon Institute of 
Social Policy, 1998. 

This paper describes "tailor-made training," an approach to welfare reform that focusses upon 
individual skills. Under this model, a nonprofit organization identifies job opportunities in the 
local economy. The organization then provides very short-term, intensive training that equips 
individuals to carry out the targeted jobs. Training lasts from three days to a maximum six 
weeks. The organization helps match the trained individuals with the job opportunities. The 
work of the Winnipeg-based Opportunities for Employment, one of the most advanced models of 
tailor-made training, is profiled. To date, the program has had very positive long-term results. 
The paper acknowledges that there are problems with this model; it is not the single "magic 
bullet" that governments appear to be seeking. But at least it is based on a constmctive rather 
than a punitive approach to welfare reform. Tailor-made training is also a good model for 
lifelong learning. 

Vartanian, Thomas. "Childhood conditions and adult welfare use: examining neighbourhood 
and family factors". Journal of Marriage and the Family. 61 : 225-237, 1999. 

Number of years on welfare in childhood not found to affect the likelihood of welfare use in 
adulthood except for African American women. Neighbourhood conditions were a strong 
predictor of welfare use rates for White women. For African American women, the more 
children in the family, the greater the likelihood of welfare se. For White children, a young head 
of household increased their likelihood of adult welfare use. Family situations more important 
for African American women than White women in predicting welfare use. 

Wijnberg, M.H. and S. Weinger. Families in Society 79, no. 2 (Mar/Apr 1998): 212-219. 

A qualitative study that investigates the views of 42 poor single mothers regarding their goals in 
relation to work and evaluates how helpful the social support networks are in enabling them to 
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make transitions to work. Respondents are subgrouped by work category, e.g. employed full­
time, employed part-time, women students, and full-time mothers in an attempt to "help avoid 
the dangers inherent in lumping all single mothers into a large and potentially inaccurate 
category." 

Wimberly, Catherine. "Deadbeat dads, welfare moms, and Uncle Sam: how the Child Support 
Recovery Act punishes single-mother families." Stanford Law Review, 53/3: 729, Dec 
2000. 

This note examines the plight of single-mother households dependent on child support in light of 
the recent nationwide trend toward federal criminal prosecution of child support evaders. Part I 
examines the development of the law of parental child support, with a focus on the changing 
normative goals underlying the duty of parental support in different historical contexts. Part ll 
details the origins of the CSRA, including a discussion of the sociological data that Congress 
relied upon to connect the incidence of nonpayment of child support with the number of single­
parent households on welfare. It positions the enactment of the CSRA, and the Fathers Count 
Act (FCA), an analogous piece of proposed legislation, in the contemporaneous movement to 
reform the country's welfare system. Part ill uses sociological data and input from different 
players in the criminal justice system to uncover the disconnect between the number and kinds of 
men and women who could be convicted under the CSRA and the narrow band of men who have 
been convicted under the CSRA. 

Part IV discusses some of the analytical difficulties presented by the federal criminal 
enforcement of state-ordered child support obligations. It analyzes the Equal Protection interests 
of noncustodial fathers, and the privacy rights and practical needs of custodial mothers and their 
children. Part V then attempts to reconcile some of the paradoxes inherent in the CSRA and 
reflect them against the broader context of family values talk. In particular, it examines the 
conflicting goals of draconian punishment and the repayment of child support obligations. It also 
discusses the reasons for the disconnect between the law in theory and the law as applied, and 
why stricter enforcement of the CSRA is unlikely to effectuate Congress' goal of reducing the 
number of single-mother households on welfare. These findings lead to the normative conclusion 
that instead of assisting financially strapped single-mother households, the CSRA punishes men 
and women, and low-income women in particular, for making procreative choices outside the 
confines of the nuclear family. 

Work 

"A new report suggests in just doesn't pay to be a single working mother". CTV National News­
CTV Television. Apri121, 1998. 

No abstract available 
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Work-Family Fit for Single Parents Moving from Welfare to Work". Social Work, 
Journal of the National Association of Social Workers 45 (4), 313-324. 

Teng and Pittman's model of "work-family fit" served as a theoretical base for exploring the 
experiences of families moving from welfare to work. Responding to open-ended telephone 
interview questions, 30 recently hired welfare recipients described factors that were needed for 
them to make a smooth transition into work, be successful at their jobs, and balance work and 
family. The individuals appeared to experience greater success when their own needs and the 
needs of their families were being met and when they were able to meet the demands of work, 
leading to greater work-family fit. Support from the workplace and other community sources, as 
well as participants' personal attributes contributed to this work-family fit. Specific strategies 
based on these findings are offered for employers, social workers, and community organizations. 

Elliott, M . and Packham, J. F . "When do single mothers work? An analysis of the 1990 census 
data." Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare, 25 (1), 39-60. 1998 

No abstract available 

Ellwood, David. "Anti-poverty policy for families in the next century: from welfare to work-
and wonies". The Journal of Economic Perspectives. 14/1: 187-198, 2000. 

This paper reveals that recent changes in social policy have included both sharp cutbacks in 
welfare for non-working families and dramatic increases in supports for low income working 
families. It explores the reasons for these changes, and documents how they have radically 
changed work incentives for some persons, notable single mothers. The result has been a large 
increase in work by low wage single parents. The paper concludes by examining several 
potential dangers of this new direction and explores the challenges that remain for the next 
century. 

Ennis, Linda Rose. "On combining motherhood with employment: An exploratory study". 
Toronto: University of Toronto. 2000. 

No abstract available 

Hall, Leslie, Alexis Walker, and Alan Acock. "Gender and family work in one-parent 
households". Journal of Marriage and the Family 57/3: 685-692, 1995. 

No abstract available 

Hardina, Donna. ''Targeting Women for Participation in Work Programs: Lessons from the U.S." 
Canadian Review of Social Policy 33: 1-20. 1994. 
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No abstract available 

Hardina, Donna. "Employment and the use of welfare among male and female heads of AFDC 
households". A.ffilia-Joumal of Women and Social Work 14/2: 217-234,1999. 

No abstract available 

Harris, Kathleen Mullan. "Life after welfare: women, work, and repeat dependency". American 
Sociological Review. 6113: 407-426, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Kemp, Alice, Pam Jenkins, and Molly Biehl. "Reconceptualizing women's work: a focus on the 
domestic and eligibility work of women on welfare". Journal of Sociology and Social 
Welfare. 23/3: 69-89. From Sociological Abstracts 1986-2001/03, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Kimmel, Jean. "Women in the labour force". The American Economic Review. 85/2: 271-275, 
1995. 

No abstract available 

Kimmel, Jean. "Child care costs as a barrier to employment for single and married mothers". 
Review of Economics and Statistics. 80/2: 287-299, 1998. 

Because women typically serve as primary care providers for their children, female labor force 
participation behavior is likely to be affected significantly by the costs associated with replacing 
maternal care with nonmatemal care. While some evidence of this phenomenon exists in the 
economics literature, discrepancies across studies make it difficult to provide conclusive 
evidence of the employment effects of these child care costs. This paper uses an improved SIPP 
survey design to present new evidence regarding the degree to which child care prices impede 
mothers' employment behavior, with additional evidence of the difference in these elasticities 
across marital status, empirical technique, and equation specification. This permits linking this 
paper to the existing evidence, drawing the conclusion that child care prices impede mothers' 
employment behavior significantly, with single mothers exhibiting less responsiveness in their 
labor force participation behavior to child care price changes than married mothers. G~nerally, 
these results support the basic finding of Ribar (1992), reject the smaller price of care clasticities 
found by Averett et al. (1997), Blau and Robins (1988), Connelly (1992), and Tolin (1992), but 
replicate the lower elasticities found in these papers by changing equation specifications. Also, 
significant sensitivity in the price elasticity is revealed, particularly with respect to changes in 
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equation specification. © 2000 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

McKernan, Signe-Mary, Robert Lerman, Nancy Pindus, and Jesse Valente. "The relationship 
between metropolitan and nonmetropolitan conditions, changing welfare policies, and the 
employment of single mothers". Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern 
University/ University of Chicago, Working paper 192, 2000. 

With single mothers as the primary beneficiaries of welfare and roughly 20% of working-age 
welfare recipients living in rural areas, an important research question is whether the 
employment responsiveness of single mothers differs in rural and urban areas. Using nationally 
representative CPS data, we analyze the relationship between rural-urban locations, changing 
welfare policies, and the employment of single mothers. Contrary to earlier evidence, we find 
that welfare reform is playing a major role in raising the employment rates of single mothers, 
and the gains are approximately as high in rural as in urban areas. 

Meyer, Bruce, and Dan Rosenbaum. "Making single mothers work: recent tax and welfare 
policy and its effects". Joint Center for Poverty Research, Northwestern University/ 
University of Chicago. Working Paper 152, 1999. 

We describe the enormous changes in social and tax policy in recent years that have encouraged 
work by single mothers. We document the changes in federal and state income taxes, AFDC and 
Food Stamp benefits, Medicaid, training, and child care prognims. We describe the quantitative 
importance of these changes and their timing. We also describe how these changes differed 
across states and show how they affected families with different numbers and ages of children 
and with different family incomes. We then examine whether the changes in employment rates 
over time for different demographic groups and states are consistent with a causal effect of these 
policies on employment. We use multiple comparison groups and two datasets over a long time 
period. The results support the more structural findings in Meyer and Rosenbaum (1999a) of 
substantial EITC effects on employment as well as the findings in Eissa and Liebman (1996) and 
Ellwood (1999). 

Nightingale, Demerta and Robert Haveman (eds.). The Work Alternative: Welfare Reform and 
the Realities of the Job Market. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute, 1995. 

No abstract available 

Nightingale, Demerta and Pamela Holcomb. "Alternative Strategies for Increasing 
Employment." The Future of Children 7/1: 52-64.1997. 

No abstract available 
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Pearlmutter, S. and Elizabeth Bartle. "Supporting the move from welfare to work: what women 
say". Affilia: Journal ofWomen and Social Work. 15/2: 153-173. 

No abstract available 

Papay, J. "Being a woman is hard work: the policy implications of poor health among lone 
mothers". Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health. 53/12:749. 1999. 

No abstract available 

Tracey, Louise. "Working mothers: A review". Gender, Work and Organization. 6/3: 174-176, 
1999. 

Books reviewed in this article: Elizabeth Bortalaia Silva (eds), Good Enough Mothering? 
Feminist Perspectives on Lone Motherhood; Simon Duncan and Rosalind Edwards (eds), Single 
Mothers in an International Context: Mothers or Workers?; Kim England, Who Will Mind the 
Baby? Geographies of Child Care and Working Mothers. 

"Women in business: what does the future hold?" Today's Parent. 11/1: 29-30, 1994. 

No abstract available 

Woodcock, Simon. "Women and work". Industrial & Labour Relations Review. 5511 : 174-
175, 2001. 

No abstract available 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Children and Youth 

Fleming, DM, and JRH Charlton. "Morbidity and health care utilization of children in 
households with one adult: comparative observational study". British Medical Journal. 
31617144: 1572-1576. 1998. 

Objective: To identify and consider differences in morbidity in children in households with one 
adult presenting to general practitioners compared with children in households with more than 
one adult. 
Design: Observational study; data analysed with logistic regression controlling for age, sex, and 
practice. 
Subjects: 93 356 children aged 0-15 years included in the fourth national study of morbidity in 
general practice and for whom data about household structure were available. Among them 
10 983 (11 .8%) were living in households with a sole adult. 
Methods: Morbidity data were recorded from each consultation as the assessment diagnosis 
made by the general practitioner. 
Main outcome measures: Number of consultations and consultations per person for any illness, 
infections, acute respiratory infections, asthma, and accidents; number presenting and mean 
consultations per person for immunisation; number receiving horne visits and home visits per 
person visited; average annual frequency of consultation among those consulting. 
Results: Compared with children in other households, a higher proportion of children in 
households with one adult consulted for infections and accidents. The proportion consulting for 
immunisation was lower and the proportion receiving horne visits greater. Mean numbers of 
consultations per person consulting were also generally higher for all conditions. For infections, 
accidents, and home visits, the differences were evident in all age groups. 
Conclusions: The study confirms the importance of single parent families as an indicator of 
deprivation. Children in such families should be targeted for immunisation and accident 
prevention. 

Key messages: 

Children in households with one adult consult general practitioners more frequently than those in 
households with two or more adults and receive increased numbers of home visits They are 
more likely to consult for accidents, and they attend less frequently for immunisation Single 
parent households are an appropriate indicator of deprivation 

Children from households with one adult require specific targeting by general practitioners, 
health visitors, and primary healthcare workers for accident prevention and immunisation 
uptake. 
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Juby, Heather, and David Farrington. "Disentangling the link between disrupted families and 
delinquency". The British Journal of Criminology. 4111: 22-40, 2001. 

The Cambridge study in delinquent development is a prospective longitudinal survey of 411 
south London males from age 8 to age 46. Delinquency rates were higher among 75 boys who 
were living in permanently disrupted families on their fifteenth birthday, compared to boys 
living in intact families. Results were very similar whether juvenile convictions, juvenile self­
reported delinquency or adult convictions were studied. Delinquency rates were similar in 
disrupted families and in intact high conflict families . Boys who lost their mothers were more 
likely to be delinquent than disruptions cause by parent death. Boys from disrupted families who 
continued living with their mothers had similar delinquency rates to boys from intact harmonious 
families. These results are more concordant with life course theories rather than with trauma 
theories or selection theories of the effects of family disruption. 

McMunn AM, JY Nazroo, MG Marmot, R Boreham, and R Goodman. "Children's emotional 
and behavioural well-being and the family.environment: findings from the Health 
Survey for England." Social Science and Medicine. 53/4:423-40. 2001. 

The effect of family structure, socio-economic indicators, parental working status and parental 
psychological status on children's psychological health was explored using multi-variate logistic 
regression models. Findings indicated that the high prevalence of psychological morbidity 
among children of lone-mothers was a consequence of socio-economic effects, disappearing 
when benefits receipt, housing tenure and maternal education were taken into account. Socio­
economic factors did not, however, explain the higher proportion of psychological morbidity 
among children with stepparents, or the strong relationship between parents' and children's 
psychological morbidity. 

Nelson, M. "Childhood nutrition and poverty." Proceedings of the Nutrition Society. 59/2:307-
15. 2000. 

One in three children in Britain lives in poverty (households whose income was less than 50% 
average earnings). Low income is associated with poor nutrition at all stages of life, from lower 
rates of breast-feeding to higher intakes of saturated fatty acids and lower intakes of antioxidant 
nutrients. Moreover, there is increasing evidence that poor nutrition in childhood is associated 
with both short-term and long-term adverse consequences such as poorer immune status, higher 
caries rates and poorer cognitive function and learning ability. These problems arise primarily 
because parents do not have enough money to spend on food, not because money is being spent 
unwisely. Policy options to improve the dietary health of poor children include: giving more 
money to the parents by increasing Income Support (social security) payments, providing food 
stamps or vouchers, and using food budget standards to inform the levels of income needed to 
purchase an adequate diet; feeding children directly at school (not only at lunchtime but also at 
breakfast or homework clubs), by providing free fruit at school, and by increasing entitlement to 
free food amongst children living in households with low incomes; improving access to a 
healthy and affordable diet by first identifying 'food deserts' and then considering with retailers 
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and local planners how best to provide food in an economical and sustainable way. The value of 
using food budget standards is illustrated with data relating expenditure on food to growth in 
children from 'at-risk' families (on low income, overcrowded, headed by a lone parent or with 
four or more children under 16 years of age) living in a poor area in London. Lower levels of 
expenditure are strongly associated with poorer growth and health, independent of factors such 
as birth weight, mother's height, or risk score. The present paper provides evidence that supports 
the need to review Government legislation in light of nutrition-related inequalities in the health 
of children. 

Pattenden S, H. Dolk, and M. Vrijheid. "Inequalities in low birth weight: parental social class, 
area deprivation, and "lone mother" status." Journal of Epidemiology and Community 
Health. 53/6:355-8. 1999. 

Up to 30% of low birth weight can be seen as being associated with levels of socioeconomic 
deprivation below that of the most affluent group, as measured in this study. Caution is needed 
when targeting interventions to high risk groups when using single indicators. There is a high 
degree of inequality in low birth weight according to social class, area deprivation and lone 
mother status. When using routinely recorded birth and census data, all three factors are 
important to show the true extent of inequalities. 

Reading, R, C. Allen. "The impact of social inequalities in child health on health visitors' work." 
Journal of Public Health Medicine. 19/4:424-30. 1997. 

Large differences in demands on health visitors' time exist between affluent and disadvantaged 
caseloads which are barely reflected in the provision of extra time to poorer caseloads. There is 
no consistent pattern to the delivery of preventive programmes designed to ameliorate the effects 
of disadvantage on children's health and development. 

Roberts, Ian, and Barry Pless. "Social policy as a cause of childhood accidents: the children of 
lone mothers". British Medical Journal. 31117010: 925, 1995. 

Almost one in five British mothers is a lone mother. Their children have injury rates that are 
twice those of children in two parent families. In this article the link between lone parenthood 
and childhood injury is examined. The increased injury rates for the children of lone mothers can 
be explaim~d by the poverty, poor housing conditions, and social isolation of lone mothers in 
Britain. The problem of reconciling the demands of paid work with the demands of the unpaid 
work of childrearing is particularly difficult for lone mothers, who find themselves in a benefit 
dependent poverty trap. Many such mothers would seek paid work if affordable day care were 
available. Day care would also provide a safe environment for their children, who are otherwise 
exposed to the environmental hazards of poor housing. Provision of day care is a social policy 
that would have important effects on the health and welfare of lone mothers and their children. 
These effects deserve to be properly evaluated. 
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Roberts, I. "Lone mothers and their children." British Journal of Psychiatry. 167/2:159-62. 
1995. 

No abstract available 

Sharland, M , P. Atkinson, H. Maguire and N. Begg. "Lone parent families are an independent 
risk factor for lower rates of childhood immunisation in London". Community Disease 
Reports CDR Rev. 7/ll:R169-72. 1997. 

The aim of this study was to determine associations between indicators of social deprivation and 
the uptake of primary immunisation in London. A significant correlation with measles, mumps, 
and rubella (MMR) at 24 months existed only for lone parent families. Multiple linear regression 
weighted by population size was used to identify independent predictors of variation in 
immunisation cover. The proportion of lone parent families in each district health authority was 
the only significant independent risk factor consistently associated with variation in 
immunisation coverage for D3, P3, and MMR. The proportion of lone parent families explained 
42% of the variation in coverage for D3 in November 1991. This study has identified lone 
parenthood as an important independent risk factor in London for failure to complete 
immunisation. 

Whitehead, M, and P. Holland. "What puts children of lone parents at a health disadvantage?" 
Lancet. 361/9354:289-95. 2003 

BACKGROUND: Growing up with one parent has become increasingly common, and seems to 
entail disadvantages in terms of socioeconomic circumstances and health . We aimed to 
investigate differences in mortality, severe morbidity, and injury between children living in 
households with one adult and those living in households with two adults. METHODS: In this 
population-based study, we assessed overall and cause-specific mortality between 1991 and 1998 
and risk of admission between 1991 and 1999 for 65085 children with single parents and 921257 
children with two parents. We estimated relative risks by Poisson regression, adjusted for factors 
that might be presumed to select people into single parenthood, and for other factors, mainly 
resulting from single parenthood, that might have affected the relation between type of parenting 
and risk. FINDINGS: Children with single parents showed increased risks of psychiatric disease, 
suicide or suicide attempt, injury, and addiction. After adjustment for confounding factors, such 
as socioeconomic status and parents' addiction or mental disease, children in single-parent 
households had increased risks compared with those in two-parent households for psychiatric 
disease in childhood (relative risk for girls 2.1 [95% CI 1.9-2.3] and boys 2.5 [2.3-2.8]), suicide 
attempt (girls 2.0 [1.9-2.2], boys 2.3 [2.1-2.6]), alcohol-related disease (girls 2.4 [2.2-2.7], boys 
2.2 [2.0-2.41), and narcotics-related disease (girls 3.2 [2.7-3.7], boys 4.0 [3.5-4.5]). Boys in 
single-parent families were more likely to develop psychiatric disease and narcotics-related 
disease than were girls, and they also had a raised risk of all-cause mortality. CONCLUSIONS: 
Growing up in a single-parent family has disadvantages to the health of the child. Lack of 
household resources plays a major part in increased risks. However, even when a wide range of 
demographic and socioeconomic circumstances are included in multivariate models, children of 
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single parents still have increased risks of mortality, severe morbidity, and injury. 

Education 

David, Miriam, Jackie Davies, Rosalind Edwards, Diane Reay, and Kay Standing. "Choice 
within constraints: Mothers and schooling". Gender and Education. 9/4: 397-410, 1997. 

General 

Albelda, Randy, Susan Himmelweit, and Jane Humphries, Guest Eds. Feminist Economics: A 
Special Issue on Lone Mothers. Forthcoming in 2004. 

The special issue of Feminist Economics, "Lone Mothers", provides a sampler of feminist 
economics perspectives on the livelihood strategies of lone mothers. It includes eight full-length 
articles covering a range of methodologies, countries, and types of lone mothers. The issue also 
includes an exploration on being a lone lesbian mother as well as a special section with short 
pieces on policy prescriptions for reducing poverty among lone mother families. 

Haskey, J. "Birth cohort analyses of dependent children and lone mothers living in one-parent 
families in Great Britain". Population Trends. 92:15-22. 1998. 

This paper uses the recently published updated estimates of the numbers of one-parent families 
and dependent children living in them to construct two sets of birth cohort analyses. In the first 
set, the proportion of children who were living in one-parent families is analysed by the child's 
age and birth year, whilst in the second set, the proportions of all mothers with dependent 
children who were lone mothers are analysed by the mother's age and birth year. Finally, the 
paper presents trends in the proportions of lone mothers and married mothers who were working, 
and compares them with the corresponding trends for similar mothers whose youngest child was 
aged under 5. 

Kiernan, Kathleen, Hilary Land, and Jane Lewis. "Lone motherhood: characteristics." Lone 
Motherhood in Twentieth Century Britain: From Footnote to Front Page. Kathleen 
Kiernan, Hilary Land, and Jane Lewis, Eds. 124-150. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
1998. 

No abstract available 

Kiernan, Kathleen, Hilary Land, and Jane Lewis. "Constructions of unmarried motherhood in 
the post-war period." Lone Motherhood in Twentieth Century Britain: From Footnote to 
Front Page. Kathleen Kiernan, Hilary Land, and Jane Lewis, Eds. 98-123. Oxford: 
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Oxford University Press, 1998. 

No abstract available 

Kiernan, Kathleen, Hilary Land, and Jane Lewis, Eds. Lone Motherhood in Twentieth Century 
Britain: From Footnote to Front Page. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. 

During the 1990s lone motherhood has become a major political issue - but what is the problem 
actually about and to what extent is it new? This timely study, by three leading experts in the 
field, examines the changes that have taken place in the pathways into lone motherhood, in ideas 
about marriage, divorce and never-married motherhood, and in policies towards lone mothers in 
housing, social security, and employment. The findings illustrate both the complexity of the 
issues and the extent to which policies have reflected the changing way in which the problem has 
been defined. 

Land, Hilary, and Jane Lewis. ''The Emergence of Lone Motherhood as a Problem in Late 
Twentieth Century Britain." LSE. Paper No' WSP 134. 1997 

No abstract available 

Lewis, Jane.r"The problem of lone-mother families in twentieth-century Britain." The Journal 
of Social Welfare & Family Law. 20/3: 251-283, May 1998. 

No abstract available 

Phoenix, Ann. "Social constructions of lone motherhood: a case of competing discourses." 
Good Enough Mothering? Feminist Perspectives on Lone Motherhood. Ed., Elizabeth 
Bortolaia Silva, 175-190. London: Routledge, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Reekie, Gail. "Single parents and social scientists: towards a discourse analysis of a 
contemporary social 'problem'." Australian Journal of Social Issues, 3113: 327-339, 
August 1996. 

No abstract available 

Schlesinger B. "Lone-parent families in cross-cultural perspectives: ethnic and immigration 
issues." International Journal of Sociology and the Family. 26/1:89-105. 1996 

The presentation will review existing research and data related to cross-cultural one-parent 
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families. The topics covered include routes to lone parenthood, characteristics common among 
female-headed families, positive and negative aspects of this type of family, up-to-date statistics, 
and a discussion of children living in one-parent families. Implications for immigration and 
ethnicity issues will be included ... as well as research implications and intervention strategies for 
the one-parent family. 

Silva, Elizabeth Bortolaia. "Introduction." Good Enough Mothering ? Feminist Perspectives 
on Lone Motherhood. Ed., Elizabeth Bortolaia Silva, 1-9. London: Routledge, 1996. 

No abstract available 

Smythe, Suzanne, and Janet Isserlis. "Regulating women and families: mothering discourses in 
family literacy texts". English Quarterly. 34/3-4, 2002. 

No abstract available 

Standing, Kay. "Reasserting father's rights? parental responsibility and involvment ineducation 
and lone mother families in the UK" Feminist Legal Studies. 7/1: 33-46, Feb 1999. 

No abstract available 

Health 

Baker D, N. Mead, S. Campbell. "Inequalities in morbidity and consulting behaviour for socially 
vulnerable groups". British Journal of General Practice. 52/475:124-30. 2002. 

Logistic regression analyses showed that, after adjustment for age, sex, smoking, and housing 
tenure, only lone motherhood and ethnic minority group status were consistently and 
independently associated with poorer health outcomes. Social vulnerability can be a risk factor 
for poorer health, but this is dependent on the source of vulnerability and is condition-specific. 
No association was found between inequity in the utilisation of primary care and social 
vulnerability. The propensity for members of ethnic minority groups to consult more than white 
people, particularly for acute conditions, requires further exploration. 

Baker, D, and K North. "Does employment improve the health of lone mothers? The ALSPAC 
Study Team. A von Longitudinal Study of Pregnancy and Childhood." Social Science 
and Medicine. 49/1 :121-31. 1999. 

This research assessed the extent to which the movement from 'welfare to work' is likely to 
benefit the mental and physical health of lone mothers with preschool children. Lone mothers 
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who were not employed were the poorest group in the sample; 94% of this group ( 402) had a 
family income of less than pound sterling 200 per week, compared with 72% (188) of lone 
mothers who were employed, 25% (905) of partnered women who were not employed and 12% 
( 466) of partnered women who were employed. Lone mothers were significantly more likely 
than women with partners to report poorer well being (chi2 = 11.7, df = 3, P = 0.01), to have a 
major depressive disorder (chi2 = 92.6, df = 1, P = 0.0001) and to report wheeze (chi2 = 31.1, df 
= 1, P = 0.0001), but significantly less likely to report cough/cold (chi2 = 9.9, df = 1, P = 0.0001) 
or haemorrhoids (chi2 = 16.6, df = 1, P = 0.0001). Lone mothers who were unemployed and 
living on less than pound sterling 100 per week were significantly more likely to be depressed 
(chi2 = 3.9, df = 1, P = 0.05) than those who were employed and living on pound sterling 200 or 
more per week, and significantly less likely to report cough/cold (chi2 = 3.8, df = 1, P = 0.05). 
Logistic regression analyses showed no significant independent association between 
employment and better health for lone mothers. Rather, when compared with lone mothers who 
were not working, those who were employed were more likely to report minor respiratory 
symptoms such as cough/cold (OR= 1.51, 95% CI = 1.00,2.31). Overall, the results suggested 
that the movement from 'welfare to work' is unlikely to improve the health of lone mothers. 

Baker, Maureen. "Child poverty, maternal health and social benefits". Current Sociology. 50/6: 
823-838, 2002. 

c. This article begins with a discussion of the relations among family poverty, poor health and 
employment. It argues that some lone mothers are unable to keep their children out of poverty 
because poor health interferes with finding or maintaining employment. These issues are 
discussed with reference to the international literature, and also in the light of the results of a 
New Zealand research project that examines the self-reported health status of lone mothers on 
social benefits, their experiences as beneficiaries, and their views about the government 
requirement to seek paid work. These lone mothers were not exempted from the work test for 
health or disability reasons, but the questionnaire results indicate that their self-reported health 
status is well below that of New Zealand women of comparable age. About one-third report 
health problems, either their children's or their own. Excerpts from 120 qualitative interviews 
illustrate the challenges that many one-parent families face when they attempt to exit from 
welfare. 

Benzeval, M. ''The self-reported health status of lone parents". Social Science and Medicine. 
46/10:1337-53. 1998 

A number of studies have shown that lone parents have poorer health status than the general 
population. However, what is missing from the existing literature is any systematic assessment 
of the contribution that lone parents' relatively poor socioeconomic circumstances make to their 
reJative health disadvantage. This paper aims to fill this gap. It employs a large national dataset 
based on three consecutive years of the British General Household Survey (1992/1993 to 
1994/1995) to assess the relative health status of lone parents in comparison to couple parents, 
and to evaluate the importance of different explanations for their health differences. The results 
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confirm that lone parents, particularly lone mothers, have poor health status relative to parents 
living as couples. The observed health differences mirror variations in socioeconomic 
circumstances. However, even when a wide range of demographic and socioeconomic 
circumstances are included in multivariate models, lone mothers still have significantly poorer 
health than couple mothers for four out of five health variables. The paper concludes by 
discussing alternative explanations for the health differences between lone and couple parents-­
such as the absence of an intimate/confiding relationship, the stress and stigma associated with 
becoming a lone parent and health selection--and by highlighting future options for policy and 
research in this area. 

Bratberg, Espen, Svenn-Age Dahl, and Alf Erling Risa. '"The double burden': do combinations 
of career and family obligations increase sickness and absence among women?" 
European Sociological Review. 18/2: 233, 2002. 

Women working full time in the labour market often face a second shift at home. We investigate 
whether this double burden increases sickness abs_ence among Norwegian women. When 
selection is not accounted for in the analyses, increasing the number of children decreases 
sickness absence for a given labour-market career. However, women combining careers with 
children constitute a selected group less prone to absence. When sample selection is accounted 
for, increasing the number of children has an adverse impact on sickness absence. This finding 
provides some support for the double-burden hypothesis. 

Brown, GW, and PM Moran. "Single mothers, poverty and depression." Psychological 
Medicine.27/1:21-33. 1997 

The present study set out to examine the relationship between marital status, poverty and 
depression in a sample of inner-city women. Single and married mothers were followed up over 
a 2-year period during which time rates of psychosocial risk factors, onset of depression and 
experience of chronic episodes were measured. Risk of onset was double among single mothers. 
Single mothers were twice as likely as their married counterparts to be in financial hardship, 
despite being twice as likely to be in full-time employment. Both of these factors were 
independently associated with onset in single mothers. The link between them and onset was via 
their association with humiliating or entrapping severe life events. Single parents were at a much 
raised risk of experiencing these events. Onset was also more likely to follow such an event 
when women had poor self-esteem and lack of support, both of which were more common 
among single mothers. These risk factors were more frequently found among those in financial 
hardship. Financial hardship was also related to risk of having a chronic episode (lasting at least 
a year), of which single parents were also at greater risk. The majority of chronic episodes 
among single mothers had their origins in prior marital difficulties or widowhood and rates of 
chronicity reduced with length of time spent in single parenthood. Results are discussed in terms 
of an aetiological model of onset in which financial hardship probably influences outcome at a 
wide variety of points. 
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Burstrom B, F Diderichsen, S Shouls, and M Whitehead. "Lone mothers in Sweden: trends in 
health and socioeconomic circumstances, 1979-1995." Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health. 53/12:750-6. 1999. 

The socioeconomic conditions of lone mothers deteriorated during the period 1979-1995, with 
increasing unemployment and poverty rates. Lone mothers had worse health status than couple 
mothers throughout the period. In comparison with the first two periods, the prevalence of less 
than good health increased among both lone and couple mothers from the late 1980s onwards. 
For lone and couple mothers who were poor, their rates of less than good health were similar in 
the early 1980s, but in 1992-95 poor lone mothers were significantly more likely to report less 
than good health than poor couple mothers. Unemployed lone mothers had particularly high 
rates of ill health throughout the study period. As in other European countries, lone mothers are 
emerging as a vulnerable group in society in Sweden, especially in the economic climate of the 
1990's. While they had very low rates of poverty and high employment rates in the 1980s, their 
situation has deteriorated with the economic recession of the 1990's. The health status of lone 
mothers, particularly those who are unemployed or poor, appears worse than that of couple 
mothers and in some circumstances may be deteriorating. Further study is needed to elucidate 
the mechanisms mediating their health disadvantage compared with couple mothers. 

Butterworth P. "Lone'mothers' experience of physical and sexual violence: association with 
psychiatric disorders." British Journal of Psychiatry. 2004 184:21-7. 

Experience of physical and sexual violence accounted for much of the greater prevalence of 
psychiatric disorders among lone compared with partnered mothers. 

Dipree, Thomas, S. Philip Morgan, Henriette Engelhart, and Hana Pacalova. "Do cross-national 
differences in the costs of children generate cross-national differences infertility rates?" 
Population Research and Pplicy Review. 22/5-6:439,2003. 

No abstract available 

Dorsett, R. "An econometric analysis of smoking prevalence among lone mothers". Journal of 
Health Economics. 18/4:429-41. 

This paper uses panel data to examine the determinants of smoking among lone mothers over the 
period 1991-1996. Consideration is given to the initial conditions problem encountered when 
modelling dynamic panel probit models, and a recently suggested approach is applied to address 
this problem. 

Dowler, E, and C. Calvert. "Looking for 'fresh' food: diet and lone parents." Proceedings of the 
Nutrition Society. 54/3:759-69. 1995. 
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Harrison J, S. Barrow, and F. Creed. "Mental health in the north west region of England: 
associations with deprivation." Social Psychiatry and Psychiatric Epidemiology. 
33/3:124-8. 1998. 

Minor psychiatric morbidity is known to be associated with social disadvantage, but few studies 
have explored this association at the population level. This study reports data from a postal 
survey across 19 health districts in one region, with a total sample of 38,000 respondents. The 
percentage scoring above the General Health Questionnaire (GHQ) threshold for each health 
district was correlated with measures of deprivation derived from the 1991 census and 
standardised mortality ratios. Highly significant correlations were seen between the percentage 
above the GHQ threshold and the Underprivileged Area (UP A) score (r = 0.84), under 65 
Standardised Mortality Ratio (SMR; r = 0.80), lack of amenities (r = 0.56), overcrowding (r = 
0.54), lone-parent families (r = 0.84), unemployment (r = 0.87), unskilled workers (r = 0.77), 
ethnic minority composition (r = 0.58) and social mobility (r = 0.85). However, the three most 
deprived districts had the lowest response rates and when these were excluded from the analysis, 
only the correlations with under 65 SMR (r = 0.57, P < 0.05), UPA score (r = 0.52, P < 0.05) and 
unskilled workers (r = 0.60, P < 0.05) remained ~ignificant. There may be a threshold effect for 
the impact of social disadvantage on mental health, with much higher rates of psychological 
morbidity among markedly disadvantaged populations. 

Hope, S, C. Power, and B. Rodgers. "Does financial hardship account for elevated psychological 
distress in lone mothers?., Social Science and Medicine. 49112:1637-49. 1999. 

Lone mothers have been shown to have higher levels of psychological distress than married 
mothers, but it is not clear how this difference arises. Using data from the 1958 British birth 
cohort followed to age 33, we investigated alternative explanations for the excess distress of lone 
mothers. Psychological distress was greater among divorced mothers than never married 
mothers, though not significantly. Elevated psychological distress of lone mothers appears to be 
related to financial hardship, while other explanations, including social support and selection, 
have a more modest impact. Not all of the elevated psychological distress among lone mothers 
was accounted for, particularly among divorced lone mothers. 

Kalisch, David, Tetsuya Aman and Libbie Buchele. Social and Health Policies in OECD 
Countries: A Survey of Current Programs and Recent Developments. Market and Social 
Policy- Occasional Papers, 33. Paris OECD. 1998 

The responses of countries to the OECD Caring World questionnaire, together with other 
available information, provides a good basis for summarising the main social policy trends with 
respect to the broad coverage of social protection arrangements, assistance for families, 
assistance for unemployed people of working age, retirement incomes, health care, long-term 
care and housing assistance. 

In terms of the broad coverage of social security measures, the main developments have been 
some tightening of eligibility, particularly for new migrants, and increased importance of social 
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assistance measures. Countries have responded to concerns about the incidence of social 
exclusion, often through comprehensive, integrated measures which include income support as 
well as measures to assist people back into mainstream activities of society. 

With general family assistance measures, some countries have pursued greater means-testing of 
benefits, at the same time as some payments have been increased, especially for low-income 
families. In instances, payments for low-earning families also act as workforce incentives for 
those who take up low-paid jobs. Many countries have sought to improve the administration of 
maintenance arrangements expected from absent parents for their children, with limited success, 
at the same time as some countries have increased the scale of financial contribution expected 
from absent parents. Other countries have strengthened their fall-back government payments 
provided when absent parents either default on their payment responsibilities or do not have the 
financial capacity to provide a minimum level of payment for their children. 

Lone parents in receipt of social security have received considerable attention by governments 
over the last decade, with policies such as some restrictions of payment eligibility and duration. 
These restrictions have sought to limit the time lone parents are dependent on social security 
assistance. One example of such a restriction is decreasing lone parents' eligibility for payment 
by lowering the qualifying age of their children. Many countries have also introduced active 
measures to help lone parents get back into work, such as: increased child care opportunities 
(which have also been expanded for other working families), places in employment and training 
programmes, and financial incentives built into the social security system to encourage 
workforce participation. 

Macran S, L. Clarke, and H. Joshi. "Women's health: dimensions and differentials." Social 
Science and Medicine. 42/9:1203-16. 1996. 

This paper is concerned with the social patterning of ill-health amongst women in Britain. It uses 
the various health measures available in the Health and Lifestyle Survey (self-assessed health, 
disease/disability, illness, psycho-social well-being and fitness) to explore whether there are 
particular aspects of health systematically associated with social advantage and disadvantage, as 
measured by current or last occupation, employment status, household composition and 
household income. Among women aged 18-59, after controlling for age, number of 
psychological symptoms experienced in the past month showed the greatest social variation. 
Number of physical illness symptoms in the last month showed the least. Lone mothers with 
dependent children were found to have particularly poor psycho-social health, although this was 
confined to those in full-time employment. The presence of a long-standing disease/disability 
proved useful as a control for the influence of health selection in to and out of both employment 
and motherhood. 

McLaughlin, E., and C. Glendinning. "Paying for care in Europe: is there a feminist approach?" 
Family Policy and the Welfare of Women. L. Hantrais and S. Mangen, Eels. Cross 
national Research papers, University of Loughborough. 1994. 
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No abstract available 

O'Connor, Thomas, Neil Hawkins, Judy Dunn, Karen Thorpe, Jean Golding, ALSPAC study 
team. "Family type and depression in pregnancy: factors mediating risk in a community 
sample". Journal of Marriage and thefamily. 60/3:757-770, 1998. 

The rate of severe depression among women in single-parent and biological families and in a 
variety of stepfamilies was examined in a large community sample of 13,088 pregnant women in 
the United Kingdom. Compared with women in biological families and published population 
rates, women in single-parent and step-families reported significantly elevated rates of 
depression. Family-type differences in several risk factors were examined, including cohabiting 
(vs. married) status, relationship history, and socio-economic and psychosocial risks, such as 
crowding, social support, and stressful life events. Family-type differences in depression were 
mediated partly by differences in social support, stressful life events, and crowding, but a main 
effect of family type in predicting depression remained after statistically controlling for these 
risks. 

Payne, Sarah. "Poverty, social exclusion and mental health: Findings from the 1999 PSE 
Survey." Uni'versity of Bristol Townsend Centre for International Poverty Research 
Working Paper No. 15. 

This paper explores data from the 1999 Poverty and Social Exclusion Survey, focusing on the 
relationship between experiences of poverty and social exclusion and mental health status. The 
paper focuses on the experiences of particular groups of the poor- such as lone parents. 

Ringback Weitoft, G, B Haglund and M. Rosen. Mortality among lone mothers in Sweden: a 
.) 

population study". Lancet. 355/9211:1215-9. 2000. 

Lone mothers showed an almost 70% higher premature risk of death than mothers with partners. 
The excess risk remained significantly increased (relative risk 1.2 [95% CI 1.1-1.4]) after 
adjustments for socioeconomic status and previous severe somatic and psychiatric inpatient 
history. Increased mortality was especially pronounced for suicides (2.2 [1.5-3.1]), violence (3.0 
[0.9-10.6]), and alcohol-related mortality (2.4 [1.4-4.1]) among mothers who were without a 
partner in 1985 and in 1990. The increase of lone mothers in society shows financial, social, and 
health disadvantages. Nevertheless, the increased mortality risk of lone mothers seems to be 
partly independent of socioeconomic status and health selection into lone motherhood. For long­
term lone mothers the risks may be underestimated when adjusting for selection bias by taking 
hospital discharge history into account, since these events may be part of the consequences of 
the stress of lone motherhood. 
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Sarfati D, and KM Scott. "The health of lone mothers in New Zealand." New Zealand Medical 
Journal. 114/1133:257-60. 2001 

Lone mothers (n=721) were more likely to be Maori, to have lower family incomes, lower 
educational qualifications and to live in more deprived areas. There were no significant 
differences between lone and couple mothers in their prevalence of probable asthma and 
diagnosed diabetes mellitus, or in their self-reported physical health status after adjustment for 
socioeconomic variables. However, lone mothers had higher rates of ever having been on 
medication for hypertension (0R=2.3; 1.2-4.1), and significantly worse self-reported mental 
health which persisted after adjustment for differences in socioeconomic and other factors. These 
findings suggest that lone mothers are a vulnerable group and special consideration should be 
given to them if inequalities in health are to be addressed. 

Shouls, S, M. Whitehead, B. Burstrom, and F. Diderichsen. ''The health and socio-economic 
circumstances of British lone mothers over the last two decades." Population Trends. 
95:41-6. 1999. 

This article examines the trends in the socio-economic circumstances and health of lone mothers 
compared to couple mothers from 1979 to 1995 in Great Britain using secondary analysis of data 
from General Household Survey and covering 9,159 lone mothers and 51 ,922 couple mothers 
living in private households. The main measures are self perceived general health, limiting long­
standing illness, poverty and working status. 

Siahpush M, R. Borland R, and M. Scollo. "Prevalence and socio-economic correlates of 
smoking among lone mothers in Australia." Australia and New Zealand Journal of 
Public Health. 26/2:132-5. 2002. 

As the prevalence for thi~population group is considerably higher than the prevalence for other 
women within each age category, programs to assist lone mothers to quit smoking are a priority 
for the long-term health of these women and their children. Furthermore, we discuss how 
policies and interventions that enhance the material conditions and social circumstances of lone 
mothers can bring about a decline in their smoking prevalence. 

Soskolne, V. "Single parenthood, occupational drift and psychological distress among 
immigrant women from the former Soviet Union in Israel." Women Health. 33/3-4:67-84, 
2001. 

BACKGROUND: The study examined whether the combination of single parenthood and 
occupational drift in the context of immigration puts single mothers at higher risk for 
psychological distress compared to married mothers, and investigated the potential mediating 
and moderating psychosocial factors (social support, sense of coherence-SOC, fluency in 
Hebrew). 
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:METHODS: Participants were selected from random samples of married and unmarried 
mothers, recent immigrants to Israel from the Former Soviet Union, aged 25-50 years. A total of 
221 single mothers and 241 married mothers were interviewed. 

RESULTS: No differences were found in occupational drift or in fluency in Hebrew between the 
groups. The levels of SOC and social support were significantly lower among the single mothers 
and mean scores of distress were significantly higher among single (1.48 +1- 0.75) compared to 
married mothers (1.21 +1- 0.65, p < 0.001). In multiple linear regressions on distress, no 
interaction of marital status and occupational drift was found. After inclusion of psychosocial 
variables, the association of marital status with distress was significantly mediated by SOC and 
more modestly by social support, and was moderated by social support: the beneficial effect of 
social support on distress was significantly greater for married mothers than for single mothers. 

CONCLUSIONS: The difference in psychological distress between single and married mothers 
during the first years after immigration is not due to occupational stressors but to psychosocial 
resources. Single parenthood should be viewed as a marker of psychosocial risk among 
immigrant women. 

Targosz, S, P Bebbington, G Lewis, T Brugha, R Jenkins, M Farrell, and H Meltzer. "Lone 
mothers, soci;;tl exclusion and depression". Psychological Medicine. 33/4:715-722, 
2003. 

Background: In this paper, data from the British National Survey of Psychiatric Morbidity are 
used to assess depressive disorders and markers of social disadvantage in women bringing up 
children on their own. 

Method: The household component of the British National Surveys of Psychiatric Morbidity was 
based on a stratified random sample of> 10000 subjects. This paper reports on 5281 women 
interviewed in person. Psychiatric symptoms and ICD-10 diagnoses were established by lay 
interviewers using the CIS-R. Results are presented in terms of depressive episode and mixed 
anxiety/depressive disorder. 

Housing tenure and access to a car were used as proxy measures of material status. The life 
event rate in the 6 months before interview was used to indicate overall exposure to stress, and 
subjects were asked in detail about perceived social support. Information was collected about 
various other sociodemographic attributes. Lone mothers were compared with supported mothers 
and with women not involved in care of children under 16. 

Results: Lone mothers had prevalence rates of depressive episode of 7%, about three times 
higher than any other group. The milder condition, mixed anxiety/depression, was also increased 
in frequency. These increased rates of depressive conditions were no longer apparent after 
controlling for measures of social disadvantage, stress and isolation. 

Conclusions: Lone mothers are increasing in numbers as marital stability declines. Their high 
rates of material disadvantage and of depressive disorder may have considerable implications for 
psychiatric and social policy. 
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Weitoft, OR, B. Haglund, A. Hjern, and M. Rosen. "Mortality, severe morbidity and injury 
among long-term lone mothers in Sweden." International Journal of Epidemiology. 
31/3:573-80. 2002. 

Lone mothers showed increased risks of total mortality, lung cancer, suicide/ suicide attempt, 
inflicted violence, traffic injury and other accident, psychiatric disease, and addiction. The main 
explanation for increased risks seems for most outcomes to lie in deficient household resources, 
as indicated here by receipt of social-welfare benefit and housing situation. For all the initially 
elevated outcomes, except for total mortality, significant risk increases remained unaccounted 
for even in the full model. Relationships varied according to subgroup. Lone motherhood was 
not related to accident, suicide and addiction among medium- and high-grade non-manual 
workers. Although lone mothers in general showed no increased risk of ischaemic heart disease, 
those receiving social benefit were exposed to a significantly increased risk. CONCLUSIONS: 
Our findings suggest that lone motherhood entails health disadvantages. Lack of household 
resources seems to play a major role in accounting for increased risks, but the risks are partly 
independent of socioeconomic circumstances, selection factors, and distress following divorce. 

Whitehead, M, B. Burstrom, and F. Diderichsen. "Social policies and the pathways to 
inequalities in health: a comparative analysis of lone mothers in Britain and Sweden." 
Social Science and Medicine. 50/2:255-70. 2000. 

The results show that the health of lone mothers is poor in Sweden as well as in Britain and, 
most notably, that the magnitude of the differential between lone and couple mothers is of a 
similar order in Sweden as in Britain. This is despite the more favourable social policies in 
Sweden, which our results indicate have protected lone mothers from poverty and insecurity in 
the labour market to a much greater degree than the equivalent British policies over the 1980s 
and 1990s. Second, the pathways leading to the observed health disadvantage of lone mothers 
appear to be very different in the two countries in relation to the identified policy entry points. 
Overall, in Britain, around 50% of the health disadvantage of lone mothers is accounted for by 
the mediating factors of poverty and joblessness, whereas in Sweden these factors only account 
for between 3% and 13% of the health gap. The final section discusses the implications of the 
findings for future policy intervention and research in the two countries. 

Whitehead, M, and F. Drever. "Narrowing social inequalities in health? Analysis of trends in 
mortality among babies of lone mothers (abridged version 1)". British Medical Journal 
31817188:908-912. 1999. 

Whitehead, M, and F. Drever. "Narrowing social inequalities in health? Analysis of trends in 
mortality among babies of lone mothers (abridged version 2)". British Medical Journal 
31817188:912-4. 1999. 

For the babies of lone mothers, infant mortality has fallen to less than a third of the 1975 level, 
with a clear reduction in the gap between the mortality in these babies compared with all couple 
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registrations: the excess mortality in solely registered births was 79% in 1975 reducing to 33% in 
1996. Most of the narrowing of the sole-couple differential was associated with the neonatal 
period, for which there is now no appreciable gap. For couple registrations analysed by social 
class of father, infant death rates have more than halved in each social class from 1975 to 1996. 
The reductions in mortality were greater in the late 1970s and early 1990s. Infant death rates in 
classes N-V remained between 50% and 65% higher than in classes 1-11. Differentials between 
social classes were largest in the postneonatal period and smallest in the perinatal and neonatal 
periods. The gap in perinatal and neonatal mortality between the babies of lone mothers and 
couple parents in social classes N-V has disappeared. Conclusions: The differential in infant 

- mortality between social classes still exists, whereas the differential between sole and couple 
registrations has decreased, showing positive progress in the reduction of inequalities. As the 
reduction in the differential was confined to the neonatal period these improvements may be 
more a reflection of healthcare factors than of factors associated with lone mothers' social and 
economic circumstances. 
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Poverty and Low-Income 

Levitas, Ruth. The Inclusive Society? Social Exclusion and New lAbour. London: MacMillan, 
1998. 

A topical critical examination of the idea of social exclusion and the new political language of 
social cohesion, community, stakeholding and inclusion. The author examines the actions and 
rhetoric of the Labour Party and Labour Government under Tony Blair's leadership, and 
identifies three different discourses of social exclusion. Using this model, she explores views of 
inclusion put forward by Will Hutton and other stakeholders, by communitarians including 
Etzioni and Gray, and by the Labour Party from the Barrie and the Commission on Social 
Justice, to Blair and the Social Exclusion Unit. This work is intended for departments of politics 
(courses in British politics, social policy, comparative politics and political theory), sociology 
(courses in inequality and poverty), a more general political readership on social policy and 
politics of social exclusion and poverty, and politics of the Left among policyrnakers, think­
tanks, pressure groups, and so on. 

McDonough, Peggy, and Pat Berglund. "Histories of poverty and self-rated trajectories". 
Journal of Health and Social Behaviour. 44/2: 198,2003. 

No abstract available ' 

McFate, Katherine, Ed. Poverty, inequality, and the future of social policy: western states in the 
new world order. Russell Sage Foundation. 1996. 

Provides a definitive analysis of the conditions that are fraying the social fabric and the reasons 
why some countries have been more successful than others in addressing these trends. In the 
United States, where the poverty rate in the 1980s was twice that of any advanced nation in 
Europe, the social protection system--and public support for it--has eroded alarmingly. In 
Europe, the welfare system more effectively buffered the disadvantaged, but social expenditures 
have been indicted by many as the principal cause of high unemployment. Concluding chapters 
review the progress and goals of social welfare programs, assess their viability in the face of 
creeping economic, racial, and social fragmentation, and define the challenges that face those 
concerned with social cohesion and economic prosperity in the new global economy. This 
volume illuminates the disparate effects of government intervention on the incidence and 
duration of poverty in Western countries. 

Nichols-Casebolt, Ann, and Judy Krysik. "The economic well being of never- and ever-married 
single mother families: a cross-national comparison". Journal of Social Service 
Research, 23/1 : 19-40, 1997. 

Four-country comparison. 
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OECD. The Battle Against Exclusion: Social Assistance in Australia, Finland, Sweden and the 
United Kingdom. Paris: OECD, 1998. 

Institutions whose goal is to help those at the margins have been a feature of social life for 
centuries. Today, social assistance institutions have integration and encouragement as their goal. 
They seek to avoid exclusion and stigmatisation. Poverty can tear at the fabric of society. 
However, preventing hardship among those with no resources while reducing exclusion and 
marginalisation is no easy task. How can social assistance best balance these goals, minimising 
disincentives to paid employment? What can be done to promote independence and individual 
responsibility? This book examines the performance of social assistance policies in four 
countries with similar per capita incomes: Australia, Finland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. 
It confronts their -- very different -- social protection systems and sheds light on issues such as 
social insurance and social assistance, central and local social security systems, active and 
passive policies. The often complex interactions involved are analysed and lessons are drawn 
from the countries' varied experiences. Particular attention is paid to young people, the long-term 
unemployed, lone-parent families, immigrants and asylum seekers. Conclusions -- both country­
based and thematic-- are presented with a partic~lar emphasis on how barriers and disincentives 
to employment can be overcome: these are indispensable weapons in the battle against 
exclusion. 

Pascall, Gillian and Rebecca Morley. "Women and homelessness: proposals from the 
Department of the Environment. I. Lone mothers." Journal of Social Welfare and Family 
Law 18 (2): 189-202, 1996. 

This comment looks at some sections of the Housing Act 1996 which give increasing legal 
powers for local authorities to make value-judgements about people, and considers what this 
means for use of public law by those people. The piece examines 'introductory' tenancies 
(Chapter I of Part V), allocations (Part VI), 'special control provisions' on houses in multiple 
occupation (Part ll), and the effects on advice (s 179) and procedure (including the final Woolf 
Report on Access to Justice). It offers an analysis of the common background to these changes in 
the influences of 'back to basics' on one side and communitarianism on the other. It then goes on 
to identify three continuing strands from the Victorian origins of these debates. These are 
considered from the point of view of Law Centre housing lawyers attempting in a rights culture 
to use public law to win more than bricks and mortar for excluded communities. 

Pressman, Steven. "Explaining the gender poverty gap in developing and transitional 
economics". Journal of Economic Issues. 36/1: 17-40, 2002. 

No abstract available 

Sorensen, Annemette. "Women's economic risk and the economic position of single mothers". 
European Sociological Review. 1012: 173-188, 1994. 
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No abstract available 

Walter, Maggie. "Working their way out of poverty? Sole motherhood, work, welfare and 
material well-being." Journal of Sociology. 38/4: 361-380, 2002. 

Over the last 20 years, Australian social policy has increasingly focused on raising the labour 
market participation level of sole parents. The extension of mutual obligation to sole parents 
under welfare reform further concentrates this policy direction. Yet while increased workforce 
activity may reduce 'welfare dependency', the efficacy of employment to raise the level of 
material well-being in sole parent families is less clear. Recent research casts doubt on the 
assumed link between material well-being and paid work for sole mother households. This 
article uses data from the 1996/97 Negotiating the Lifecourse Project and three measures of 
material well-being to examine the relative importance of employment and partnered status to 
material well-being among sole and married mother households. The results indicate that 
increased market work may not lead to significantly higher rates of material well-being for sole 
mother families. 

Welfare and Social Policies 

Baker, Maureen. "Poverty, Ideology and the Employability of Mothers: A Comparison of 
Canadian and Australian Social Policies". Presented at the AIFS Conference, 1996. 

A similar trend is apparent in both Australian and Canadian social programs to enhance work 
incentives and program effectiveness, but the Canadian provinces are increasingly insisting that 
low-income mothers with school-age children should enter the labour force rather than accept 
social benefits. In Canada, there is no counterpart to the Sole Parent Pension, and little public 
support for the idea that low-income mothers should care for their children at home at the 
taxpayer's expense. This paper discusses the differences in rhetoric and social policy relating to 
low-income mothers, and seeks reasons for the stronger social support for mothering in 
Australia. 

Although the current discourse of economic rationalism suggests that enhancing work incentives 
and 'employability' will bring prosperity, this paper illustrates that neither paying mothers to care 
for their children at horne nor pushing them into the labour market has reduced high poverty 
rates among sole mothers. In order to make employability programs more effective, governments 
need to deal with the earning disparities between mothers and fathers, the shortage and high cost 
of child care, and the lack of full-time permanent jobs. 

Baker, Maureen. "Restructuring welfare states: ideology and policies for low-incomemothers." 
Social Policy Journal of New Zealand/Te Puna Whakaaro. 37-48. 1997. 

No abstract available 
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Barrett, Garry. "The dynamics of participation in the sole parent pension". Economic Record. 
78/240: 1-17. 2002. 

The length of time families spent on the Sole Parent Pension (SPP) is analysed using time FaCS 
Longitudinal Data Set covering the period from June 1995 to June 1999. It is found that lone 
mothers, relatively younger and older lone parents, and those with younger children had lower 
exit rates from SPP. There is significant regional variation in the SPP exit rate, and there is 
evidence this is related to the implicit subsidy of public housing. Lone parents with greater job 
attachment had substantially shorter stays on SPP. Program payment levels had a relatively small 
effect on the length of time on SPP. 

Bashevkin, Sylvia. Welfare Hot Buttons: Women, Work, and Social Policy Reform. Pittsburgh: 
University of Pittsburgh. 2002. 

Welfare Hot Buttons provides one of the first comprehensive assessments of contemporary social 
policy change in three Western countries: Canada, the United States, and Great Britain. Sylvia 
Bashevkin probes the fate of single mothers on so'Cial assistance during the period when three 
"third way" political executives were in office -- Bill Clinton (U.S.), Jean Chretian (Canada), and 
Tony Blair (Great Britain). She argues that, despite seemingly progressive campaign rhetoric, the 
social assistance policy realities under each of these three leaders were in crucial respects more 
punitive and restrictive than those of their neo-conservative predecessors in the 1980s. 

Butterwick, Shauna, Anita Bonson and Pamela Rogers. Identifying Keys to Successful 
Transition from Social Assistance to Paid Work: Lessons learned From Canada, the 
United States, Australia and Europe. 1998. 

No abstract available 

Eardley, Tony, Jonathan Bradshaw, John Ditch, Ian Gough, and Peter Whiteford. Social 
Assistance in OECD Countries: Synthesis Report. London: HM:SO, Department of Social 
Security Research Report #46, 1996. 

This two volume report presents the findings of a major study of social assistance in 24 OECD 
countries. Data was collected from academics and government officials in each of the 
participating countries and national and comparative literature was reviewed. 

Gauthier, Anne Helene. The State and the Family: A Comparative Analysis of Family Policies 
in Industrialized Countries. Oxford University Press, 1996. 

In a number of industrialized countries, on the assumption that fertility remains at or close to 
present levels, populations will start to decline, in some cases quite rapidly in the near future. 
Many governments are alarmed by this prospect, especially since it goes hand in hand with a 
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further and acute ageing of the population. From the fears in the 1930s about population and 
family decline, to the fears in the 1970s about over-population, and contemporary talk of 
"family-friendly" policies, governments' attitudes towards and interventions in family policy 
have changed considerably. What is today referred to as family policy differs widely from the 
first forms of government support before the Second World War. 

This book argues that demographic changes have been a major force in bringing population and 
family issues on to the political agenda. The decline in fertility, the increase in divorce rates and 
lone-parenthood, and the entry of women into the labour force have all reduced the relevance of 
systems of state support aimed at traditional families. From this perspective, the author examines 
the changes that have affected families over the past 100 years, and the policies that have been 
adopted by different governments in response to these changes. Data from twenty-two 
industrialized countries is used to provide an original analysis of legislation, initiatives, and 
measures aimed at better supporting families. The book assembles arguments from demography, 
sociology, and economics to explain population policies, their origins and aims. It shows that 
despite major similarities across countries in the ways family policy has evolved, and in the 
ways governments have viewed and supported families, there are major dissimilarities shaped by 
country-specific events, ideologies, and circumstances. It concludes by drawing a typology of 
models of family policy bases on these inter-country differences. 

Jenson, Jane. "Who cares? Gender and welfare regimes". Social Politics: International Studies 
in Gender, State & Society. 412: 182-187. 1997. 

No abstract available 

Lewis, Jane. "Gender and welfare regimes: further thoughts". Social Politics: International 
Studies in Gender, State & Society. 4/2:160-177, 1997. 

This article reviews the feminist critique of Gosta Esping-Andersen's typology of welfare 
regimes and revisits my earlier (1992) analysis of gender and welfare regimes together with 
criticisms of that work. I briefly discuss some methodological issues and attempt to justify my 
own choice of variables and of an explanatory model derived from empirical historical work. I 
pay particular attention to critiques that insist on the use of caring regimes as a basis for gender­
centered typologies, not least because the two main questions for feminists concerning the 
provision of unpaid work remain (I) how to value it, and (ii) how to share it more equally 
between men and women. I argue that women's relationship to paid work, unpaid w~rk and to 
welfare makes the search for gender-centered measures complicated. 

Luckhaus, L. "lndividualisation of social security benefits". Equality of treatment between Men 
and Women in Social Security. C. McCrudden, Ed. London: Butterworth. 1994. 

No abstract available 
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Millar, Jane. "State, family and personal responsibility: the changing balance for lone mothers 
in the UK". Women and Social Policy. Jo Campling, Ed. 154-162. Second Edition. 
London: MacMillan, 1997. 

No abstract available 

O'Connor, Julia, Ann Orloff, and Sheila Shaver. States, Markets, Families: Gender, Liberalism, 
and Social Policy in Australia, Canada, Great Britain and the United States. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

No abstract available 

Ostner, Dona and Jane Lewis. "Gender and the evolution of European social policies". 
European Social Policies. Stephan Liebfried and Paul Pierson, Eds. Washington: 
Brookings Institute. 1995. 

No abstract available 

Patterson, Lesley. "From welfare to work: women lone parents and neo-liberalism". Presented 
at the Social Policy Research Centre, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia, 
June 11, 2002. 

An exploration of how New Zealand women who parent alone make sense of their experience as 
an 'acceptable everyday reality'. Provides historical and policy context for lone parenting in 
NZ. 

Pierson, Paul. Dismantling the Welfare State? Reagan, Thatcher, and the Politics of 
Retrenchment. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1996 

Explains the welfare policies of both governments. For both, the political price of retrenchment 
was reduced by obscuring, diffusing, and deferring the negative effects; by tightening eligibility 
rules and thereby reducing benefits for some recipients but not for others; by separating 
beneficiaries from providers; and by maintaining compensation to the beneficiaries who 
currently enjoyed the largest public support. Pierson devotes most of the book to a detailed 
documentation of the use of these tactics to shape pension, housing, income maintenance, and 
health-care policies. 

Work 

Duncan, Simon and Ros Edwards, Eds. Single Mothers in an International Context: Mothers or 
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Workers? London: UCLPress Limited, 1997. 

This book starts with a critique of traditional comparative studies which concentrate on national 
welfare regimes and policies. The editors argue that the causal model of policy is over­
simplistic, and that it is a 'mechanistic understanding' of the behaviour of single mothers. For 
example, they argue that a change in the national policy such as providing universal affordable 
child care facilities does not necessarily lead to higher labour market participation of single 
mothers. They emphasize that social processes, informal structure, subjectivity and action by 
single mothers themselves are more important in detennining whether they become mothers or 
workers. In this collection, Duncan and Edwards develop a 'multi-layered context action model' 
to understand the various dynamics and processes in which lone parents are positioned as 
mothers and workers, and the constraints they face in combining the two. 

Duncan, Simon, and Rosalind Edwards. Lone Mothers, Paid Work and Gendered Moral 
Rationalities. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1999. 

No abstract available 

Duncan, Simon, and Rosalind Edwards. "Lone mothers and paid work: neighbourhoods, local 
labour markets, and welfare state regimes". Social Politics. Summer/Fall 1996: 195-
222. 

No abstract available 

Fay, Robert. Enhancing the Effectiveness of Active Labour Market Policies: Evidence from 
Programme Evaluations in OECD Countries. Labour Market and Social Policy 
Occasional Papers, No. 18. Paris: OECD, 1996. 

This paper folJows up on the report "Enhancing the Effectiveness of Active Labour Market 
Policies" which was submitted to the May 1996 meeting of the OECD Council at Ministerial 
Level. It is mainly based on a series of reviews of labour market policies, comprising both 
"active" policies which aim at re-integrating the unemployed and "passive" measures which 
merely provide income support, and the Public Employment Service (PES) which have been 
carried out under the auspices of the Employment, Labour and Social Affairs Committee as well 
as on written material submitted by Member countries. 

Kiernan, Kathleen, Hilary Land, and Jane Lewis. Lone Motherhood in Twentieth-Century 
Britain: From Footnote to Front Page. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998. 

Our approach, which is empirical and inductive and examines what has happened in terms of 
changing demography, discursive context, and policy, cannot reveal the 'true' explanations for 
the growth in the number of lone mother families, nor can it produce a definitive statement as to 
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what form policies should take. However, we can show how perceptions of the problem of lone 
motherhood have often differed significantly from the realities, particularly the demographic 
reality. We also hope to show how policies developed towards lone mothers have arisen from the 
way in which the problem has been perceived at a particular historical moment. 

Martin, John. What works among active labour market policies: Evidence from OECD 
countries' experience. Labour Market and Social Policy Papers, 35, Paris: OECD, 1998. 

This paper examines the potential contribution that active labour market policies can make as 
part of a strategy to combat high and persistent unemployment and the problems of low pay and 
poverty among the working-age populations in OECD countries. 

Millar, Jane, and Martin Evans, Eds. 2003 Lone Parents and Employment: International 
Comparison of what works. 

This report examines the evidence on the impact of the New Deal for Lone Parents and placed 
UK policy for lone parents in wider international context. Countries examined include the Unites 
States, Norway, the Netherlands and New Zealand. London: Department for Work and 
Pensions. 

Pederson, Peder, and Nina Smith. "Unemployment traps: do financial disincentives matter?" 
European Sociological Review. 18/3: 271, 2002. 

No abstract available 
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