
Clinical Trials Atlantic
Corporation

Following the successful Clinical
Research Day held on the I}th
April and the presentation by
Peter Thompson. A number of
enquiries have been made about
the Clinical Trials Atlantic
porporation (C'{AC). The CTAC
is a non-profit organization
established to provide marketing
and scientific resources needed to
attract greater levels of funding
for clinical trial research in
Atlantic Canada. One of the main
gbjectives of the CTAC is to
increase the percentage of
research dollars from the
pharmaceutical industry which are
spent in Atlantic Canada.

It should be noted that Bill C91
which was passed in 1993
eliminated compulsory licensing
of pharmaceutical products and in
effect extends the patent
protection to 10 years.

At the present time less than ZVo
of the research dollars from the
pharmaceutical industry are spent
in Atlantic Canada, yet the region
has some 8Vo of the population of
Canada. In l99l 90Vo of the
research funds from the

\ pharmaceutical industry were
spent in Ontario and Quebec. In
L99L the pharmaceutical industry
provided some $376 million in
research funding. If the CTAC
could only increase the share of
these funds for Atlantic Canada to
IOVo this would provide an
additional $34 million in clinical

research for the region. This
would almost double the current
research funding obtained for all
of the faculty at Dalhousie
University from external sources.
It is estimated that 50Vo of the
research funds spent by the
pharmaceutical industry are on
clinical trials. Durin g aperiod of
three years the Canadian
pharmaceutical industry spent
$480 million on Phase I, II and tr
clinical trials.

The eight member institutions of
the CTAC are; the Faculty of
Medicine, Dalhousie University,
Victoria General Hospital, Izaak
Walton Ki l lam Chi ldren's
Hospital, Camp Hill Medical
Centre, Region 2 Hospital
Corporation, St. John New
Brunswick, the Faculty of
Medicine, Memorial University,
and the General Hospital, St.
John's Newfoundland and UPEI
Atlantic Veterinary College. The
Faculty of Dentistry made
application for membership of
CTAC in February 1995, this
application will be ionsidered by
the Board of Directors in June
1995. The Faculty of Dentistry
has much to offer, with the
largest dental clinic east of
Quebec. A clinic that has up to
25,000 patient visits a year. With
a vigorous CTAC effort the future
looks bright for Atlantic Canada
since according to the
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
Association of Canada it is
est imated that research
expenditures in the
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Atlantic region could reach a total '
of $49 million during the next
four years and may approach $73
million between 1997 and the
year 2002" This is a far cry from
the $12 million which was spent
in the region between 1988 and
r99r. This of fers an
unprecedented opportunity for the
Clinical Research Unit in the
Faculty of Dentistry to make
significant strides to become well
and truly established.

Human Integrity
"Society and science share a
dynamic, evolving relationship.
Scientific inquiry often yields
new knowledge that promotes
health, saves lives and so furthers
the best traditions of medicine.
The history of  human
experimentation and the rise of
modern bioethics, however,
pointedly remind us that the
process of advancing medical
knowledge must conform to
values and principles aimed at
promoting the integrity of the
human person. In doing so, the
process preserves and advances
our collective humanity."
NCBHR study of the function of
Ethics Boardi 1995.

Restoring Confidence
"Art is meant to Disturb, Science
Reassures". Georges Braque



Students Selected for
Summer Research

John Withrowr "Antibody -
iil;ted L'po Pm3:. ry ag1l gi'trHrt----  

Dr ' 'w'  c '  Foong'Pathogells." IJr' l_.__---

l. leeffisurvey-- of
TT ^---  1\T^-

Three non research summer
poiitions were also awarded'
kent Orlando,. Anlto.qY

; ation of teactring graterial.
"Cii"" Anderson and
P;f Miilern Dental ClinicPositions

Fourteen tt rOents have been

selected for summer research
piiitions. Thrqe .students 

were

Stft.tLO as reclplents of MRC

Farqutrarson Suinmer Research
Scholuttitllt- for 1995 ' In

uadition barrYl Smith was

selected as the reciPt"*qt of the

CDA WriAeY Resgarch Award to

work *itT-b'" KathY Russell'
Th;-brojects Yere,- apploved bY

;ti; ^Rdsearch DevgloPment
Commititt in APril" The

followioi Provides- a cornPlete
listing oF itgearch Projects and

il;td Community on How Non-

barious Cervical Lesions are

iO*tintO iia"sified and Treated'
and n"tto*Pltiiut s-tq{V of

Patientt T,rtu:ted in the Dalhousie
b;;i c[nic ro provide Insight

fni""E,PiAt*iql-o gical lactors
nrtotiiteO with 

-Non-Carious

Cervical Lesions"'

emergency Patient care"

TffiGt 
-t 

htd-;t"til-or:s
students *fto aPPlied for the I7

suiltmer positioirs available' The

recommendations were made bY

Ittt Research Develoqment
Committtt f"U'owing. a review of

G;iudents' ranfing of the

indiviOuai- Ptojects and the

iuntinq oi tnJ tnia"nts bY faculty
supervtt&t.-- As far as ryssible
the aim was to gi-ve. FacultY

members ttttit firsichoice of the

student bf ineir choice and the

sffidents 
-itre 

first choice of the

ptoJttq of tneir choice' The

commttt* also took into

consiAeiation the resurne of the

sfidentt' tt is unfortunate that we

had a totui 
-of 

2L students who

were ,oi iurr.ssful in obtaining"a

summJ;*earctr Position' It is

inJteO distressing that we were

unable to support manY more of

our excellenf students in sulnrner

9919"'9911-: ---*
Dentures and Discs

Did $; k"ow tha! many of Your
CitJ in turure will be made from

;Jym.rhyt *.tt'utrylate' I:: 
the

very sume mateiial used in

dentistry'ut a denture base which

is the sarne material used q bone

cement itt otthoPedics' PMMA

discs have a slructure whieh

l*gJV Prevents bireftilgence as a

p"ittitih source of disturbance

during stund transmission' The

discs .* touttO in 2'5 seconds

with u lttin highlY -reflgctive
aluminium coatiig.' PreviouslY

CD dis[ huut be6n constructed

from ;"lytarbonate' 
The

Folycarbonate Polvmer was once

tried i"itt" early tgso and 1960's

as a Potsibll denture base

materi i f  ,  however' i t  was

abanOoned 
- 

in favour of

pofy*"thyt methacryl ate'

assigned students' .. -. .

lti1l^llj
Identificaiion' of Environmental
S en s or Gene s From

StrePtococcus Mutans'" FacultY

Supervt tot  ^ P{ ' - , ,1-.  
oo'

Deiarrnent of Oral Biology'
g

b*"Metal Alloy Percent
ffi;Juinn i"niionby the Pulse
Potentiortuiit-MitttoO.'' Pnryary
itffiiif s"pgryisor, D.r:,l' J'

ft"i"" 
-K.Jthemical and

Pl'fit; ui- . Lt"P ?ljl':, ̂ .::

Practicen'. 
-bu** 

Evaluations and
-c;[ulum outcomes Assess-
mint. Drs. LYttle & Foong'

Cht "f
Low rcvJ Cor' Laser Radiation

of Smooth Surface Enamel
Surrounding nmalgam and Gfass

Ionom.t--f,estoralioq{'. Drs'

Pi*. LYttle and Smith'
;Analll:t. of

Foundation Sciences in .Clinical

ii;il, vtutDonald and Price'

, "EstlUlt*l tl:
fr ffi; e "fnriiu iti on -\ctiv itl,, :l

Rizkalla

iru*ing stYl-tq t-togy-" .
Profesrort"Neish & Mitchell'

ehi;th.*iAint and" Te-tracYcline
on Selected Bacteria CommoqY
F;;;a in Hrv-Periodontitis
i"frttions." Drs" Cunningham'

S;ffi; Div. Biomaterials' Foong, Lee and LYttle'

Rick Dickinsor l '
U;itop*ent 9f ltP.::ved

V;o z-Y zol )/I"sin !o*Po site

vrut6riais. ' i-Drs' Jones and
b;#timental Bioictive Glasses

SfiG-irqg bY,sJlq-Dryins"'
P;;;'i isib2 - Al 2 o-r)/( s i o z-

f f imi tho "outcome
Asses**"ttf- of Orthodontic t;r"sThittl.' "u*a*:l "fi

;ffit 
- Aimiite -Device J:-lTreat*.ni u"O Education Within

an Unde;t;duate Orthodontic
f*uttting Ftogtanlnre'" Primary
Faculty Sufe-r1is.or1 |'1'^ 

K'

dtt. Rizkalla and Jones'

ilGti oiv. bf orthodontics'

Todd nat i t ' ,  I 'TM Joint

Loading ;;fuJult of Occlusal

Radiographig 
- Central RaY

Realigtt*Jnf' Drs" ChaYtor' K'

d;;Al and L. Russell'
ffittt

SurveY--Rtsidents of Mount St'

Vincent
M"ih;rhouse, Outcomes Assess-

; ; ; t .  "  D;; .  MacDonald '
fufutfnnis, Ismail and Foong'
- -#e8#*-: : - '4 '4@

ffiby" Killen' . Sl,udent's

Force"tt  and .o.o
;S;ffio-Ci*ipit"t $exure and its
Relation to-f"fliocclusion in Cleft

i-ipp.fataand non-Cleft Patients "

;T;: 
*Fi"cious, 

GoodaY &
Morrison."
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NCBHR Report
A copy of the L995 report of the
National Council on Bioethics in
Human Research (NCBHR) is
available for review by FacultY
members. The Data contained in
the three year study were
compiled by the NCBHR
V/orking Group on Evaluation
following site visits to university
institutions. If you wish to
review this please contact Derek
Jones.

Clinical Research
"The purpose of biomedical
research involving human
subjects must be to improve
diagnostic, therapeutic and
prophylactic procedures and the
understanding of the aetiology
and pathogenesis of disease.nu

"In resea^rch on man, the interest
of science and society should
never take precedence over
considerations relating to the
wellbeing of the subject."
World Iv[edical Association
D e claration of H elsir*i

Experimentation and
InnoYation

In the month that we say farewell
to our President Dr. Howard
Clark, it is worth quoting form
one of his early statements.
"  Good teaching involves
experimentation and innovation,
systematic and careful evaluation
of the experiment and the
development of the same air of
excitement and innovation about
the teaching of a discipline as
there is about original research in
that discipline. Good teaching
and research should complement
each other." President Howard
€lark, Dd.News Jan 1988"

Industry, Academia,
and Government

"The discoveries of the laboratory
must be carried to the bedside,
and the development of new
drugs, devices, and diagnostic
tests needs to be done in

partnership with industry. As in
any new venture,  the
implementation has uncovered
some real or perceived problems.
but those difficulties are not a
reason to walk away from a
principle of great social value;
they provide an impetus to
develop careful ly craf ted
guidelines to help industr],
academia, and government work
together for the right reasons."

Dr. Bentadine Healy.

A Sad Farewell
This 87th issue of the
Dental  Research News
(June, 1995, Volume IX'
Number 6) will be the last
to be published in the
present form. The total
number of pages since the
very f i rst  issue in
September 1987 including
this 87th issue is 634, in
addition it should be noted
that wel l  over 400'000
words have been recorded
in the Dental  Research
News during the past I
years. In accordance with
the Faculty policy put in
place on 28th February
1995 whie h l imi ted
individuals holding more
than one administrat ive
position Derek Jones will
be stepping down as
Assistant Dean and will no
longer be producing the
monthly issue of the DRN.
Best wishes and happy
researching from all of the
staff of the DRN in the
Research Development
Off ic€r the edi tor,  the
word-processing clerk the
copy writer and research
reporter. Never have so
many worked together so
effectively and efficiently.

During the past seven years the
Dental Research News has
chronicled the fortunes and
triumphs of research within our
Faculty. A Dental Research
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Development Office was set up,
and the first Assistant Dean for
Research was established in L987
with a mandate to stimulate and
facilitate research within the
faculty. The last few years have
seen a larger number of
individuals engaged in research
than ever before in the history of
Dalhousie University's Faculty of
Dentistry. Our members have
presented a total of 266 papers at
the IADzuAADR meetings from
the first paper presented 27 years
ago in 1968. During the past 7
years there has been a significant
increase in the number of papers
presented at international research
meetings. A total of 2I5 papers
have been presented since 1987
which represents over SAVo of the
total during the history of our
Faculty. During this seven year
period the faeulty obtained its first
MRC Development Grant, its first
MRC Programme Grant, its first
MRC University/Industry Grant,
and its first University Industrial
Chair. The total research funding
brought in was in excess of $3.3
million, over SOVo of the total
funding has been obtained during
the past six years. It is very true
that the number of papers
presented at  internat ional
meetings do not tell the complete
story about the levetr and qualitY
of research, any more than the
number of research dollars which
have been brought in. However,
the number of papers presented
each year and the level of research
dollars do provide a very crude
measure of the health of the
research in our insti tut ion.
Clearly as documented in the
pages of the Dental Research
News during the past 7 years the
health of dental research at
Dalhousie has been vigorous and
beating with a strong heart.

,, Ne irn., 
r*implSf 

i t,erature
ever gives a complete account of
nature or of life."

Jacob Bronowski"


