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Introduction to Health Informatics

"Health informatics is the intersection of clinical, IT and 
management practices to achieve better health."
(COACH 2008)

� It is the rational study of the way we think about patients, 

and the way that treatments are defined, selected and 
evolved. 

� It is the study of how medical knowledge is created, 

shaped, shared and applied. (Enrico Coiera 1997)

� Health Informaticians can be the bridge between 
technology and clinical practice.
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Health Informatics

Goals of Informaticians:

� right information is available 

� right people within an organization

� at the right time and place 

� and for the right price

� Health Informatics is currently gaining in awareness as it 

supports patient safety, evidence based medicine, 
patient education and knowledge translation and 

exchange. Knowledge
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Gero-informatics 

GERO-INFORMATICS

� Not a widely known term but exists!!  

� Important because of our ageing population.

� Gaps in knowledge, practice, outcome evaluation, will 

begin to weigh heavily on geriatric medicine.*

� Gero-informatics specifically targets

� Physical functional status, IADLs and ADLs. 

� Cognitive status 

� Patients' preferences for care 

� Key information from and about caregivers 
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Gero-informatics and the GDH

� Older adults face many challenges in improving health 
and obtaining high-quality, comprehensive, coordinated 

healthcare. 

� Geriatric Day Hospital and the Interdisciplinary team

� Evidence regarding long-term outcomes such as quality of life 
and institutionalization related to Canadian day hospital 
programs has been largely inconclusive (Crilly et al., 2005, 
Myint, 2005) 

� due to lack of systematic data collection tools 

� methodological pitfalls in defining and measuring outcomes 

in this dynamic population.*
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GDH Integrated Patient Information System

HC
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Medication Management

HC
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Function

HC
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IADL and ADL Report

HC

HC
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Mobility Module

HC
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Balance and Gait

HC
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Goal Attainment Scaling (Prototype)

HC
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CGA Assessment and HABAM Data

� Computerized a prototype for the CGA assessment form 
and HABAM assessment scale

� Can calculate the frailty score instantly

� Data can be extracted and used for research

� Links the CGA to HABAM – all HABAM scores entered 

each day.
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CGA and HABAM
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Moving Forward

� We have the data which when organized becomes 
meaningful information.

� Information is then interpreted and processed by our 
minds to become knowledge.

� Knowledge can then be shared to make care better.

� Patient focused approach

� Be used to inform policy makers

� Drive research

� Help with accountability

� Produce reports for management

� Be used to measure patient OUTCOMES 
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Gero-informatics

If we take care of our little corner, together we 

can better patient care and be leaders in 

innovation to help those that follow in our 

footsteps.
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Questions…Comments…Thoughts?

Thank you!


