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Whitse Canadians feresguently assums a superilor alr over
Aamericans on the "Black Issue" because they often choose notb
to elevabe it to "issus” status,., While some would argus that
the bilack person’s fate is doproving in Canada, as it was in
the United States before Reganismi Canadians should not fes)
any morse pride than Americans eegarding their record. In
prasent day Nova Sootia, bthe sconomic base for Blacks is

atill very weak.

BLACK LIFE IN EARLY NOVA SCOTIA

Blavery sxisted in Nova Scotia before the big Loval ist
immigration in 1783-843 but the 1200 slaves who were part of
this move wers the real test. Blavery guickly proved to be
unprotditablie. By the time the British abolished slavery in
1833, none cowld be found in Nova Boobtia. Mova Boobtian
Elacks were nonstheless no oore Yegual " than were

Black -fAmer icans .



Disdain Based on Race

A Tocal descripbion of an upcoming regatba in 1858 is

arnough to esstablish the disdain with which Blacks were held:

It may be that tickets will have to be bought to
get into the Dockyvard to see the regatta. Anvons of any
clecency will not have the slightest trouble gaining
admission. It is only a crowd of the dirtiest,
ragasdest Lsicl, and most foul smelling negroes,
ragamnuffins who were not negroess original 1y bult are the
same color now, and characters not to be named to
polite sars -~ human scum who usual ly monopol ize and
poison the ear ~ will only be kept out B bR - THEM DT,

{hcadian Recordse, Septembse 4, 1858).

Blacks suffered disdain of this sort as well as other
indignities at Teast as long in Nova Scobtia as they did in
the United States. In soms eyes, & worse condition was that
which describesd the pastibimes of whites as serious, even
when it wasn’'t and the pasttimes of Blacks as farcical sven
whan they were serious. Typical was a 1902 article which
described the "Coloured hockey matoh and the Coloured races”
as having kept the audiences in the best of humowr daring

the evening (Dartmouth Patriob, March 8, 19032).

Geoparaphic Seogregat ion

Geographic segregation certainly accountsd for much of
the racial separation in sport. Ninetsenth century clubs,
like the Chebucto A.A.C., ran track and field davs,
tug—o-war and other winter "athletic contests" at the looal

rink (Dartmouth Free Fress citing ads run in 1892 [N.S.

Archivesl, November 8, 1%9462). These local events still



continue in Black neighborhoodsy but in addition to frisnds

conpeting with friends, there were obther color-lines dreawn.

A 1898 article advertised an athletic contest to be
el at a venue which invited Black competitors from bsyond

their amall "communities':

The last towsnament of the season will be held this
week in the Exhibition Building at Halifax and will be
for colowsd contestants only. Those sntersd ferom
Dartmouth for the cunning races and Boxing Matoches
include: Jos Provo, James Brown, Jamss Williams, Edwaed
Lee, John Mansfield, Edward Brown. The Dartmouth
Victorias will snter a 1400 1bh and a 14600 b tug of
wars team (Dartmouth Free FPress citing an 1892 ad [N.EB.
Archives], December 13, 1%963).

This was probably an annual affair. It was certainly a

repeat of an ddentical touwrnament held the previous year.

Beparate Donbests

Aospecial Ieague for Black hockey plavers began in
1900, It was called the Colowrsd Lesagus. The Haliftax Eursekas
and the Dartmouth Victorias provided the best of these
compatitions. It is ironic that this practice of separabing
plavers on the basis of race, which would have been
considered appalling in later years, has recently besn
re-instituted for a very different reason. The Annual Nova
Sootian Black Basketball Tournamsnt and a similar golf
tournamaent are now organized by Black groups as a means of
gnhancing Black cultural awareness. While this situation is
gractly opposite to that which once existed, it doss serve

an oan sdampie of history coming back on itsslf.



Dearegation based on reace distinctions was an sccepted
way in Mova Soobtia wuntil the 19507s. The sporting world had
Dut & few exceptions. The practice of haldingyapecial A
For Mool owred? at btrack mests existed into the 19007s

(Dartmouth Fres Press citing an 1894 sports article [N.S.

Archivesl, February 13, 19643 Dartmouth Fatriot March 8,

1202 and Dartmouth Free Fress, July 1207). In some meets,

separate prizes wers offered for "Colowesd Boys" and

"Indians” (Dartmouth Free Press, citing an 1887 account

L. APchives]l, June - 27kth . 1957).,

The +tollowing description appeared in the Dactmouth

Fres Press as late as 1956

At 85t . Feter’'s Bazaar, William Brown, the colowred boy
wort the ten dollar gold piece. James L. Griffin won
the parlor table (Movember Z9).
The prizes are interesting: but the article points out the
antiguated practice of dubbing William Brown “"the coloured

boy" lTong atter such lTabelling was discontinued in the

Lnited States.,

Baseball historian, Colin Howsll, admits that though
fitteen percent of his sample of nintsenth centuwry Maritine
provinces baseball teams werse Black, there were only rare
instances of inter-racial contests. Blacks started to play
o White teams in the twenties with integrated teams being

common by the thirties (Howell, 19%0).




General Segesaation

It ds dif+icult to study sarly prejudicial practice
anywhers, becauss biased practice does not make itseld known
in print until somesone fesls confident enouagh and has the
outiset to complain about it. IF it is sate Lo assumse that
things are slowly improving for Black Nova Scotians, then it
becomss sensible o start alt the beginming of public
complaint and assume that things befors that time were at

Twast that bad.

Ae late as 1949, sociologist Ruth Wilson descoribed
CDanadian prejudics against Blacks as varying in the same
degress as the patterns in Mississippi and Mew York. She
pointed to Nova Scotia as the province with the greatest
concentration of Blacks and also the one that suffered the
most discrimination. Wilson specifically deliniated overt

practices such as:

Lo refusing sntrance to hotelsg

2. dmposing a ten dollar poll tax which kept the poor
tRom woring |

having & lack of decent Jjobs to the point where
there was not a single Black in the whole of the
Mova Sootian civil services

4. designating special "Negro Sections! in theatres

G Timiting black teachers to jobs in Black schools.

While "official” segregabtion based on race is btobtally
aong from Nova Scotia, other types of "healthy" segregation

persist. Blacks frequently seek each other out when they go




to new places and conversely, enjoy hosting visiting Blacks.
Im 1954, the "Halifar Colored Citizens Improvements Leagues”

plaved basball against Black U.5.8. Towa crew members.

Following the gams a dance was held at the Gsorges
Washington Hall where Miss Dlga Sparks was selected as

Beauty Guesn (Dacrbtmoubh Frees Press, September 20, 195&6).°

This practice of Nova Scobtian Blacks socializing with aroups
of wvisiting Blacks is common in the Provinoce. Visiting
Afrdcan Blacks are frequently entertained by lTooal Black

SFOLD S .

BOXING

Fore Black Nova Scobiam men, there 1s no debate as to
which sport has prodoced the most succoess. Nova Bootian
Boders have achisved international renown, thoogh they
invariably had to lTeave home to do it. Despite societal
moves which did nothing Lo snoourage them, the seemingly
uwncontrol lTable "nesd" of boxing fans, to see who was really
the best in boxing, allowed the really talented Blacks to
achisve far bevond the suocess possible el sewhere. The 1ives
of thosse who achisve are studisd. More is known of the
Tifestyvies of those who succeeded in this most arueling of
asports than is known about those who took part in obthesre
sports where competing bevond the neighborhood was not

possible.




The Black Bower’'s Life

LGeorae Dixon and Sam Langford, whose careers have been
well documsnted by me and obthsr more worthy spoet
Mistorians, seam bo Fit the noem dedined by Weinberg and
Arond in their 1952 study, "The Occupational Culture of the

i

Bower " In it they describe &1l boxers as having coms from a
Tow socio-econonic background. They also describe the
relatively few who do succeed, as sarning their money whils
voumg , sguandsring it o while in theie "up® vears and

immediately descending the sconomic ladder immediately upon

the cessation of their boxing.

I+ it were feasible to compars either George Dixon or
Sam Lanaford to obther Blacks, born into abject poverty in
the lTate 1800s, virtually uneducated, men who left home at
an sarly age for another country without vocational skills
of any sort, it would be possible to sssess bhe dearee of
sucosss bhey achieved. Georgs Dixon’s and Sam Langford’s
major conteibutions, taken in their time and place, remain
steacfast . They presented the Black Mamn as a worthy
competitor in the world of sport. It is gquite possible that
without them, and many others like them, North American
sociaty would be further from its alleged intended ends then

it 18 npow.




Frofessional boxing in Nova Bootia continues to be a
succssstul spectacie. The Halifax Mebtro Cenbre was packsd
wWith more than ten thousand fans for the last two fights
hatwsen Former Canadian Olyvapian, Cheis Clarks, and Clyde
Gray, (for two yvears, the number one ranked welterweight in
the worladl o Had Canadian Champion Rick Anderson nob besn
forced to retire sarly because of injury, his scheduled
Fiaht with Chedis Clarks would have derawn a hugs orowd as
wall . When promotors can offer the boxing fans local
fiaghters of esxoellent ability, Nova Bootiamns are willing to
pay. When such fighters ace not available, professional

Boxing in Nova Soobtia subfers.

BLACK SPORT PARTICIPATION IN MODERN TIMES

Im modern times, Black Nova Scotiam men and womsn tend
towarod many of the same sports Black Amecicans seem Lo
prefer, perhaps for many of the samg reasons.

1. A predominance of Canada’s greatest boxers have been

Black MNMova Scotians. This trend continues.
2. Basketball is a favorite. Morse and more Black MNova
SBootian men are going on to successsful university

basketbhal | caresrs.

4. Football is coming into its own in recent yvears.




BLACE NOVA SCOTIAN WOMEN

Black Mova Bootian womsn, with one notable and a few
minoe exceptions, don’t compete in serious competitive
sport . A combination of racial attitudess and sexist
practices are certainly part of the explanation (Hamilton,

129095

Julie West and SBavannabh Metocalfe were excepbionsl
athlates from the small fown of Liverpool . West was namsd
Dalhousie University "Female Athlete of the Year” bhecause
she excelled in both fisld hockey and basketball . Metcalfe
was a "Canadian College Athletic Association All-Canadian”
{the Canadian eguivilent to Small Collesage AT -Amsricand,
playing for Truro Teachers College. Truro’s Sheerry Jackson

achisved the sams honouwrs plaving for Eing’s Collsgs.

Argela and Wanda Colley were outstanding universiby
basketbal l plavers, Bylvia Collsy plavs university
vzl Tevball and Barbara Hamilton is a universilty sooose
plaver., The fact that anvons would attempt to make a 1ist of
those who have competed at the university lTevel and above

mpsmaks For itself.

Julie Barton is & vourng table tennis star who has
compabted international lyy but the only obther Black Nova
SGrotian female to have done so was Mardorie Turner. Turenee
managed , throogh shese individoual determination, to overcoms

wnempl oyment , single parenthood, vears of chronic injuries,




anc governmnent apathy, to becoms a Canadian champion and an

Olympic track participant.

Mardorie Turnes

Marjorie Turner was one of four children. The Turners
ware the only Black family living in the small fishing
villaae of Lockeport, Nova Scotia: but it did not take long

For her to becoms known for far more than her color.

Marjorie and her sisters became basketball stars, when
they Ted Lockeport High School to the Provinocial titls. She
was also an oubtstanding socoer playver. Bubt few remember
Twrner for these accomplishments after Eldon Forbes, and her
Miah school perincipal , Lowis Fraser, arranged with the
sohool board to have Lockepoet High Bchool ereprssented in

the 1964 Mb., Allison Relave. Turner was in Grade eleven.

Lockeport won bthe team btrophy. That victorious fteam was
Mardorie Turner. She, as the sole representative of here
sohoo? , won all the running events and all the fisld events,

to bring the "team" trophy back home.

She guickly entersd the biggest Nova Bootian track svent

of the year, the Agadia Relayvs, and did it again, winning

all the ruanning events and the Javelin and the discus.

That summear, Turner ran the 220 in 24.7, the one
Fundesd vards in 11.1 and the ons hundrsd mesters in twelve

seconds flat, a feat which placed her second in the Canadian




DMympic Trials in 5t. Lambert, Guebsc. She was sixtesn years

old. Locally, she was named Nova Scotian Athleste of the Yeapr

ard nationally, she recsived the Myrtls Cook Trophy, which

is awardesd to Danada’s most outstanding Age-Group athlete.

An drngdury kept her out of the Tokvo Olympics in 1964,

Broken-hearted when another severs indury kept her owt
of bhe Mexioco Olympics in 1968, Turner rebired from cunning
and moved with her new-boern son, Tony, to her husband’ s
nabive Jamaica in 1971, In 1972, Marjoris and Tony moved o
Vanocowver, and in the midst of the stress acoompanying her
marriage break-up, she decided to chase her Olympic dream
once more . Her schedule started at 5:30 every morning. She
worksed in a department stors from eight to fouwr, supped with
Tony, trained for two howrs, then worked in & hospital five
nights a wesk, in order to support heerselfd and her son.

Eventual Ty the task proved too much.

Turner ended up lTosing both Jobs and was forced to live
o & F285 monthly welfare chegue. She watched her Dympic
diream once again fade. The Munich Gamss werse out of thé
puestion for fimancial reasonsg but she nonesthel ess
continusd her training. A vear later, she burst into the
Damnadian sport scosne again. A west cosst hesdl ine surpeised
mors than a few track devotess when b descoribed a Flashing

Figure Out of the Fast. Turener, after sic years away from

serious compatition, won at the Vancouver Relays -~ the one

fundered meters - in 11.7 seconds. She continued to ruan until




atter a silver medal performance in the 1978 Commonwsal th

Games in BEdmonton.

In the period between the Commonwsalth Games of 1973
and the 1974 Montreal lyvmpics, she ran in Switzerland, East
and West Germany, England, Rumania, FPoland, Yugoslavia,

Denmark , Hwedsn, Hungary and Chechoslovakia.

It ig Tittle wonder that Turner can not look back at
her athistic carese and say 1t was fun. She nonethel sss
stuck with it, not because she lToved it, because in truth,
she did not. Mests she found "a bit boring and awfully

stressful .

When the sighteenth Modern Olympics were held in the
Twanty-first modern Olyvmpiad in Montesal in 19746, Canada’s
premier female sprinter was btwenty-sioht yvear old Mardorie
Twrner . Having knocked one full sscond of f hee own Canadian
record in the one hundred sarlier in 19746, at the Olympic

Trdials, Twnse gual ifisd in the one hundesd, the bteo

i

hundred , the 42100 relay, and as an alternate in the 42400

raelay. Now all she had to do was stay fres of injury.

Fimnally, she succesdsd. She won no medalsg bubt she made
the semi-finals in bobth the one hundresd and two hundesd and
rran the anchoe-leg in the 42100 relay so fast that the
Canadian team, which was sxpected to place sixth, placesd

fourth.




Even taking into account the flving start one gets in
the anchor position, Turner’s time (in the rain) was 10.8

seconds, bthe fastest she had ever run.

At oany rate, when the Dympic flag came down, and thes
toroh was edtinouwished, seventy thousand spectators 11t
vl T ow-gresn phosphorescent candles in what remains the most
moving moment in Canadian sport history . Among those emobting
puistly, smiling her sver-pesssnt smile and endoving her
ﬁevmtion to the track more than she had sver besn able to

@rioy it before, was Macjoris Turnee.

Her aging body ached all over, not from injuries to her
Teas and back, which had so often caussed hesr grsat
disapointment , but bescause her body had Finally held up to
the sxoruciating demands she made of it. She had made sight
Mympic appearances in these different svents. Bhe and hee
thires teammates set a Canadian mark in the relay of 43,17

asconcds (Turner, several dates).

Despite her serving as the perfect role model for
aspiring vouna Black MNMova Scotians, none has risen to follow
in her very fast foobtsteps. Dave Lucas from Annapol is Roval g
Howie Jackson, from Beidastowni and Leigh Skier, from
Halifaxr did well in national competition but none excelled

on an international scale.



James Naismith, from Almonte, Ontario, invented
basketball in 18%1. In the class of nine men he was teaching
o e TMOA dirsctors in Speingfield, Massachucestts, were
Five Canadians. OF the five, thrse were fronm Nova Sootia.
Lyman fArchibaid, thouah a Nova Scobtian, upon completing his
college education, took a Jjob in 8t. Btephen, New Brunswick,
wherse he organized basketball in 18%3. Finlay 6. Maclonald
moved back to Btellarton and John G.Thompson, to New
Glasgow; but neither YMCA had & gym. There is proof that the
MNew GBlasgow YMOCA plaved basketball against bthe Hal ifax YMOA
at the twn of the centuryi but it is not known who started

it (htepheng, 1977y Dol

Im 18%4, Tess than three years atter Nalsmith had
invented the game, basketball was playved in Amhserst

(Mitchelson, 1970, p.9) and Halifax {(Acadian Recorder,

November 27, 1894). The Halifax "Y" had an eight team

"House! league by 1895 (Daily Echo, January 17, 189%) , .

offering both Junior and senior basketball (Evening Mail,
January 19, 18%9%) and by 1908, a City Senior League was

formed . Tt was won by the YMOS, when they beat Dalhousie

29-12 (Acadian Recorder, March 13,1208). The higher scores

indicated that the skills were already improving.

ITromnically it was the Halifax Explosion in 1917 that

gave impetus to Halifax basketball. When the Mont Blanc




coltided with the Imo in the Bedford Basin, it killed over
two thousand people and destroyved many buildinags. Amonag
those buildings destroved, were the ice rinks. For obvious
reasons, these were among the last to be rebuilt. FProbably
hecause most gvms were in church basements, they tended to
sacape serious damags . When the gyﬁﬁ ware no 1ongsr
necessary for emergency hospitals, they went back into use
as basketball couwts. This helped make basketball the number
one winter sport in the Halifax area (Evening Mail , February

1,1920, as cited in Stephens), 1977, p.&5).

Mone of these earliest of plavers were Black. The move
EBlack athletes made from hockey to basketball in Halifax
roushly coincides with the time of the Halifax Explosiong
but a more definate statemsnt cannot be made about how
basketbal ! bescame the most prevalent sport plaved by Nova
Seotian Black males. There is no doubt howsver, that it has.
The number of Nova Scotia Black men to sxeell in university

basketball is far too large for them to be listed.

Blacks started to attend hiagh school in numbers iﬁ the
Tate sixties with graduation becoming the norm in the
seventies. The profile of high school sport changed as a
consequences . Guesen Elizabeth High School , perrennial Nova
Srotian champions in both basketball and football, started
five Black plavers on their men’s team in the mid-seventies.
The majority of starting plavers from this top-flight school

have been Black ever since, with an average of seven or




sight BElacks on the team sach year (Dowalas, 1990 and

Tanner, 1990).

FOOTEALL

Behind basketball in participation numbers is football,
a sport which is only plaved in a handfull of high schools.
Blacks started to appear in small numbers at Gueen Elizabeth
High School, Halifaw, in the 19407°s,. Befors this time,
el isve it or not, most NMova Scobtian Blacks didn’t attend
Migh school o While many in recent yvears have gone on to
successtully play university football, the only Black Nova

Seotian to go on to play professional football was Wayne

il

mith. As much as Blacks delighted in his success, he didn’t

{1

merve as bthe kind of role-model esducators wanted becauses he

never attended hiagh school .

Wavne Smith

Wayvne Bmith’'s is the Dinderella story. Never having
playved high school football, Smith went on to play ten years
in the Danadian Football Leagus. In 1969 he playved for a
sandl ot team called the Hal ifax Buccansers A Tocal coach
raecommendsd him to the Montreal Alousttes who gave him a
try-out . A weesk later, since Montreal had not signed him,

the Obtawa Rough Riders did.

Im 1972, he made the Al1-East and then the All-Canadian

teams. In 1973 Ottawa won the Grey Cup after which the Green




Bay Fackers in the NFL made Smith an offer. He slected to
stay in Canada, a move which was rewarded in 1%74 when he

was bthe sastern nominss for the Schenlsy Award; bubt Tost out

in the $inmal voting to John Heltor of Ealgary.

Smith finished his ten year caresr plaving for British
Columbia, Toronto, Saskatchewan and finally, in 1983, for

Hamilton {(roung, 1988) .

Oty eiaht Black MNova Scotians graduated from Nova
Bootian universities before 1950, University edoacation
appearad to be unattainable to most Nova SBcobtian Black
athietes until Tocal coaches started recruiting them. &
rivmber of plavers, known as "one-yvear wonders', plaved for oa
m@ason before Flunking out. Most of them werse American
plavers:; bult there were a smabtering of locals as wall. Many
of the local Black players dropped out for financial
reasons . They nonethel ess seensd to provide a necessary

intermediate step to full blown university attendance.

Their ons yvear university carsers, n conjuction with
the sxamples of some Black Americans who successfully
attendsd and playved MNova Scotian university basketball,
seensd to de-nyvstify the possibility of the university
degras. Money, of couwrss, was a big factor. Thmughvﬁanadian

univerasity tuition is highly subsidized Dapproximately




AE0ER of the cost of comparable U.5. tuitionl, the cost is

still prohibitive to many.

I the 19807s the Black Incentive fund began providing

a means for oany Black student who had managed to attain a
seventy-five percent averags, and gain acceptance Lo a
university . A1 such students receive F3000 for the first
yaar, renswablse in the second, contingsnt on grades. In the
Tate sixties, a special "Transition Year Frogram'” was
established at Dalhousie University which provided a fully
funded "preparatory” yvear for Black and MicMac Indian
studenfﬁ; Dot wvery few athletes have gone through that

program (Tanner, 19%0) ,

Mova Sootian Blacks are still scarce in decision-making
positions and despitse community-advocacy are not the force
they should be in politicse (Hamilton, 1990). The number of
Elack students both matriculating and graduating from
university however, continues to grow. There are now Tocal
Black students in both the medical schools and the 1aw
schools at Dalhousie University. Role models abound with
more and mors Mova SBootian Blacks succoeseding athletically

and professional ly.
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