Recent MrTEOROLOGICAL NoTEs.—By F. W. W. Doaxns,
M. Canw. Soc. C. E., City Engineer, Halifax, N. S,

Read May 31st, 1911.

Dr. H. S. Poole’s comparison of the monthly mean tem-
peratures of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Plymouth, England,
tempts the writer to add a few comparatively unimportant notes.

Although the latitude of Plymouth is six degrees further
north than that of Halifax, the mean temperature of Plymouth
for the month of January is 42 deg. F., while that of Halifax
is only 20 deg. F., a difference in favor of the higher latitude
of 22 deg. During the month of June, the mean temperature
in the two cities is about the same, 59 deg. F. During July
and August, the mean temperature at Plymouth is between 61
deg. and 62 deg. F., while at Halifax it has risen above 64
deg. F., as it should. For the month of September the records
show again about the same mean temperature for the two places,
58 deg. F. During October, November and December, however,
while the mean temperature at Plymouth drops 16 deg. F., at
Halifax it drops 38 deg. F.

The diagram prepared by Dr. Poole illustrates clearly the
great advantage that the English city receives from the Gulf
Stream, and the great disadvantage that the Nova Scotia capital
labors under in consequence of its loeation in the path of the
Arctic current. The yearly mean temperature for Plymouth is
51 deg. F., that for Halifax, 42 deg. F.

The mean temperature in Halifax for March as shown by
Dr. Poole, is about 27 deg. F. For March, 1911, it was 28.85.
Rain was recorded on eight days. The total precipitation was
4.086 inches, while the mean is 5.325. The weather during
the first part of the month was generally cold and cloudy. The
wind movement was greater than usual, with prevailing direc-
tions of northeast, southwest, northwest, west and north in the
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order named. During the last days of the month, southeast
gales prevailed.

Robins were reported on the 26th and wild geese on the
18th. On the 1st and Tth the temperature dropped to 1 deg.
F., on the 4th 7 deg. was registered, 6th, 6 deg., and 8th, 5
deg. F.

On the 9th of April, 1911, a snow storm, unprecendented in
Halifax, fell upon the city. It began early in the forenoon and
continued all day and the greater part of the night. The wind
was northeasterly and the storm seems to have extended over
the whole province. The depth of snow was 9.2 inches.

During January, 1911, there were six cold nights in suec-
cession, during which the thermometer registered a minimum
temperature as follows:

16th ..o i it eine 2.2
) 1 1 9.0 below zero
TBER o v o o s e asieraiais o tis an 10.8 ¢ N
19th .. ..o i, 48 « “
BOLh .. o v vtiieeie i s e e 3.6
b8 - 1.3

This record was unrivalled by the cold weather of February,
1911, when the temperature recorded during one week was:

LOUH oy s 5005 v nue v evvni e 4.8 below zero
18th ..o 0.2 «“ «
14th .. ooo o, 2.0 « #
18th ... 2.2 ¢« o
16Eh os o s & cuvievive et 0.8

85| - | TR 8.4

The record for January, 1912, was:

24th ... oo, 4.6

3 4 T 2.2 below zero
BOLh s« ¢ s swienwe s 67 « o«
27th ... e 60 ¢« «
o | 1.2
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From the diary of the late George Seymour Crichton, the
following notes are copied:

February 7, 1855—“Thermometer 20 degrees below zero, the
lowest I ever saw. At Citadel 25 deg.
below zero.”

« 5, 1863—“Thermometer 14 deg. below zero.”

e 7, 1865—“Thermometer 10 deg. below zero at 8
a. m. Harbour frozen over. Hundreds
crossing on the ice.”

& 8, 1865—“Crossed the harbour on the ice.”

«“ 11, 1865—“(Sunday) Hundreds crossing the harbour
on the ice.”

« 12, 1865—“Steamer made passage through the ice
from Dartmouth to Halifax.”

€ 6, 1866~—“Thermometer 18 deg. below zero.”

“ 7, 1866—“Thermometer 12 deg. below zero.”

& 8, 1866—“Thermometer 14 deg. below zero.”

Since the last meteorological notes were presented to the
Institute, the highest and lowest monthly records have been

altered as follows:

B M;.;tiﬁ-:llnn Former| Record Minimum (Former| Record
Month | Year |"(Thches) | Year | (Inches) Year (Inches) | Year | (Inches)
April... 1906 8.381 1889 | T403 |ooer i ‘ ..........
B 105 Y. 7N RS DRI PP PR 1909 1 066 1879 1.191
August, 1908 10 658 1887 8.351 1906 1.509 ‘ 1899 1 542
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The following tables give records corrected to December

31st, 1911:

MAXIMUM, MINIMUM AND MEAN PRECIPITATION

. - Mean
Maxzimum Minimum
MonTa Year (inches) {inches) Rl
January ........ 1895 10.131  |oooeiiiii. aans 5.766
L, 1896 | ...... ...... 1.720 | eeeniinninnn.,
February ..... 1870 D.78C | e 5.829
6 i 1901 0.966 Ve
March.......... 1878 10.284 ... . ..., .. 5.325
e 1889 |........... ... 2,046 | c-iiiieniiian..
April ..... . 1906 8.381 veee 4.312
¥ Lo Giianen 1886 R TR 0.820 |...... Saes e
May .......... 1886 8 819 4.087
e 1903 [.... ...l 0.676  |.. . ..eo.....
June ..... ..... 1874 7.920 Ceen 3.709
£ 1909 T 1.066 e,
July ... ....... 1896 8.729 . 3.811
L 1894 [..... .. ...... 1.059 [...oiiiein. ol
August ......... 1908 10.658 ... ......... 4,303
S T 1906 | . ......... .. .. 1.509 R I
September ... .. 1896 12,092 | e e 3.824
W e 1878 | ... ..ol 0.800 ] .. ....i.ea..
October ........ 1896 15.039 ie san e 5.463
$ e 1897 . e 0.746 |...... ... os
November ..... 1898 10.248 | ..oiiiniieen. 5.741
o e 1882 | ... . ieviinn s 1.392 }....... aain e aioe s
December ..... 1893 10.167  |.......... . 5 304
B 18706 |..is svee wine 1.614 P
Totals 1896..{... .... 69.862  |..... ....... 56.523
D . T S R P 45.808  |....iiiieenn
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N.
Table showinyg the monthly and annusl depth of rain and melted snow, expressed

PRECIPITATION AT HALIFAX,

in inches ; ulso the amount that has fallen from January 1st to the end of each

month, inclusive, during each year.
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RECENT METEOROLOGICAL
PRECIPITATION AT HALIFAX,
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in inches ; also the amount that has fallen from January Iat.to the end of each

month, inclusive, during each year,

Table showing the monthly and annual depth of rain and melted snow, expressed
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