TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTION.

-

The Annual Report of the Visitors on the Stafe of the Institution,

U 2oy the execution of their Annual duty of reportng on the State of the Insiitution, the
Visitors feel a real satisfaction in being able to state, that br the aitentions and exertions of
the Managems, accempanied by the active co-operation of some of the other Members, the
finances and circumstances of this scientific and useful Corporation are so far improved, as
to require nothing more than the continuation of those attentions and exertions, and the
increase and extension of that active co-operation, to fix on a solid and permanent basis, a
great and dignified Establishment, worthy of the Metropolis of the British Empire,

In their Report of the preceding year, the Visitors stated that only fifteen out of three
hundred and seventy-four Proprictors bad availed themselves of the compensation allowed
them by the Act of Parliament, and that a call of 5 per cent. on the loan offered by some
of the Proprictors for 3 years without interest, was then expected to be adequate to the
discharge of that eompensation, ‘I'hey have the pleasure of adding, that the sum of (615.
(being 5 per cent. on the proposed loan,) has been sufficient for the purpose, with the sum
of £15. 125, Gd., advanced by the Maragers out of the funds of the Institution, but not yet
brought inte the Accounl.

In making up the Statement of the Receipis and Payments of the year 1811, the Visitors
have been anxious to plice them before the other Members, in such a form as to give a
clear and distinct idea of the financial state of the Institution, For this purpose they have
entered under different heads, in the first column of the Receipts, a Statement of the Arrears
due to the Institution at the beginning of the year 1811; and in the first column of the
Expenditure, a similar statement of the Debls of the Institution at the same period. By
this it will appear that the Arrears have been reduced in the preceding year from
[1632. 1s. 104, to £365. 15, 7d; and the Debts, from £3490. 8s. 0d. to £1790. 18s. 5d.

In the second column of the Receipts they have given a Statement of the actual income
of the preceding year, amounting to £3885. 13s. 5d.; and in the second column of the
Fxpenditure, u statement of the actual expenses of the smme year, amounting to
[5248. 25. 0d.;—as to which, though they are gratified by observing that the Income of the
preceding year has exceeded the Expenses by [£637. 124 6d., yet they are obliged to ob-
serve that this surplus is not to be expected in future, without the increased zeal and
activity of the Members, and the continued attention and discretion of the Managers. They
hope, however, that they are not too sanguire in expecting from these two causes, that the
Institution will not only be secured from any future excess of Expenditare, but will be
able, progressively and speedily, to provide for the extinction of the existing debt ; and they
are confident that when the objects of the Establishment are duly appreciated, and when it
is generally known how useful it may be made to the Community, by promoting Agriculture,
Mineralogy, Commerce, and Manufactures, and thereby not only increasing the resources
of the Coutftry, but improving the mental powers and moral coaracter of its Inhabitants,
there will be very few Individuals in independent circumstances, who will not make a point

of contributing to the support of the Royal Institution.
ALEXANDER BLAIR.

T. BERNARD.
WILLIAM DUNILOP.
WILLIAM THORNTON,
13¢A April, 1812, GEORGE AUST.
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THE VISITORS HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE PATRONS OF LIBRARY AND MINERALOGICAL
COLLECTION THE FOLLOWING REPORT, WHICH THEY BEG LEAVE TO SUBJOIN.

REPORT OF THE PATRONS OF THE LIBRARY.
ArrEn the pﬂ:-:.ing af the Act of l".-a.:rliarl'll.::tl.';I and tha aﬂuplinn af the preseat code of Biye Laws
by the Members at large, the Patrons took an early cpportunity of looking into the state of

their finances, and found, that they were indebted in the sum of £182. 7= 0d which they now
state to consist of

Mr, White's hill for Books - - L2l 3.0
Mr. Payne's dinto - - - - 13 4 n
Mr: Egerton's ditty - - 110 0
Mr. Searle’s binding - - - 15 0°9
Mr. Savage for former servioes - = 31 10 0

18T T

most of which bills had been outstinding for a long time. The Patrons ako found, that at the
passing of the Act, the balance in their Treasurer's hands amounted to £1. 135 6d., and at the end
of the year 1810, to the sum of £6 188 6d. £5. 5. only having been paid mto his hands during
the remainder of the year 1810. The sources, from which the income of the Library and Minera-
logical Collection for the purchase of books, &c, arises, are pointed out in Chap. LI, Art. 8. Chap.
Xl Art. 2, Part 3. Chap, XIIL Art. 3 and 7. Chap, XX. Art. 4 and 5 of the Bye Laws ;—namely,
from new Members, new Life Subscribers, and new Annual Subscribers ;—Ffrom certain parts of
the rents, revenues, and annual income of the Ru-_-,ra] Inssitution as par‘-ti:ru]arl:r stated in Ch:l[}. 4
Art. 2.; from the Committee of Managers, as pointed out in Chap. XX, Art. 5. Also from dona-
tions of Members and other Persoms.

From all of these sources, and ata time too, when they have been particularly productive, there
has been received during the year 1811, the sum of £353s. 172

As soon as any money came into this fund, the Patrons began to liguidate the outstanding
debts, and with the surplus money, amounting only to the sum of £178. 74 94, they purchased
such books as were requisite to continue works already begun; such as were useful to the Library ;
as well as a few of those books, which had been inserted in the Catalogug, and were therefore
comsidered as desiderata.

The means, which the Patrons have had at their own disposal, have been very limited, owing

to the outstanding debt: but they hope, that through the liberality of the Committee of Mana=
gers and the Members a. large, this most essential, permanent, and useful part of the Institution
will continue to flourish and improve.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Receipts, Diaburiements,
1811 Lo d Lon ds

Jan. 1st, Balance in band 6 18 6 | Bill for Books duc 1o Mr, White - 1 3 0
81 New Mermhers - 267 15 0 | Ditto 1o Mr. Payne = = 118 4 O
| ditto Life Sabscriber - 5 5 0| Ditto o Mr. Egerten - 110 D
i Mew Annwal Suliseribers 3 I 0§ TN o Thoeokbiomliog due o h‘[. Semile 15 0 2
ixift from an Annual Sobscriber 7 7 0| Paid Mr. Savage - - L1 0

—_— i 7 O

Boaks boaght by order of the Pi:n:m.q and Librarians

during 1511 - - - 135 13 10

Mr. Fincher - 0 0 0

Dee. d1st, Balanee in tl'IL‘ ".I"rmnrrr % hands - 1 7 9

Ditto in the bands of the Keeper of the Library S

L8360 15 & L3680 15 &

The Patrons have thought it unnecessary to state the different Articles, of which the Bills and
Books consist, but th ey have ordered the Keeper of the Library to be in attendance at the Meet-
ing of the Visitors, who can, if they wish it, state to them each individual Article purchased, and
also the contents of the several Bills, due at the commencement of the Year,

There are two Articles, which the Patrons think may require some explanation. The payment
of Thirty Guineas to Mr. Savage was made by order of the Patrons from the present Fund, in
comsequence of some Hesolutions, which were found upon the Minutes, and from which it ap-
Pﬂﬂ-rﬂd1 that he had been in the habit of rn:t.:i\'iug an Annuval Donatiwa of Twnllt_'f Guineas for
services, rendered to the Patrons as their Clerk: and upon his leaving his situation there were
three years in Arrear, as stated in the Minutes; owing probably to the want of fueds. They
therefore made him a remuneratior. of Thirty Guineas, with which he was well satisfied.

11 consequence also of considerable trouble, which occurred at the commencement of the new
system under the Act of Parliament and Bye Laws, the Patrons voted a Dosation of Ten Pounds
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